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I. - General presentation of the current  problems 

In  comparison  with  other  agricultural sectors, the  market  for  eggs  and  poultry in the European  Community 
is subject to a  very  liberal  market  organization.  For  instance,  there  are  no  guaranteed  prices  or  intervention 
systems,  nor  does  the  poultry  sector have  any  systems  providing  aid  to  private  stocks.  In  principle,  egg 
and  poultry  products  can  therefore move  freely  from  one  member  State to another. 

As far  as  trade  relations  with  third  countries  are  concerned,  the  present  market  organizations  include  a 
system of export  restitutions to compensate  for  the  difference in cereal  prices  at  world  market level and 
within the European  Community,  as  well  as a  system of sluice-gate  prices  and  import  levies to prevent 
products from third countries  from  being  imported to the EEC  at  dumping  prices. 

The  poultry  sector in the EEC  also  differs in other  respects  from  the  other  agricultural  sectors.  For 
instance, there is  no possibility of obtaining  aid  for  establishment of egg  and  poultry  farms,  excepf in cases 
where  environmental  protection is involved.  Aid  from  public  funds  may be granted to modernization of egg 
packing  stations  and  slaughtering plants,  but  not to an  increase of productive capacity. 

In its administration of the market  organization,  the  EEC  Commission  makes  every  effort to ensure  that the 
products  can  move as  freely  as  possible  from  one  market  to  another.  This is for  instance  facilitated  by the 
common  marketing standards  for  eggs, which-clearly  specify  that an  egg  of a  certain  size  and  quality is the 
same in Rome  as in London.  The  iatest  revision  of the marketing  standards  for  eggs  has  established  rules 
for description of production methods,  thereby  ensuring  that  the  production  method  indicated on' eggs is 
the same throughout the Community. 

At  EEC  level,  common  standards  for  the  water  content  of  frozen  poultrymeat  are  laid  down in a  Council 
Regulation.  These standards determine the maximum  water content in poultrymeat, but certain 
misunderstandings  have  arisen due to different  methods  of  measurement,  and  the  EEC  Commission  has 
therefore  decided to set  up  an  expert  committee to evaluate the  practical  experiences  acquired  since  the 
adoption of the  regulation on water  content in ,1976. Moreover, the EEC Commission  presented in 1971 a 
proposal  for  a  Council  regulation  on  marketing standards  for  poultrymeat.  That  proposal  was  never 
adopted, but its main  principles  were  later  adopted  by  the  United  Nations  Economic  Commission  for 
Europe  and  have  now  been  tested in practice  for  two  years. 

It has  sometimes  been  suggested  that .there  should  be  better  possibilities  of  intervention in the market  for 
eggs and  poultrymeat. My experience  is,  however,  that  for  several  reasons it  is better  for  the  market not to 
have such possibilities. For  instance, it is technically  impossible to store  consumption  eggs  for  long 
periods,  and  storage of egg  products  would in my opinion  not  help  stabilize  the  egg  market, if only  for the 
reason  that it is a  very  limited  part of the egg  production  that is processed  into  egg  products. 
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