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In  the  ar i d  an d  se m i- ar i d  are a s ,  dro u g h t  m i t i g a t i o n  is  so m e t h i n g  st r i c t l y  re l a t e d  to  a  Co u n t r y  
de v e l o p m e n t .  A  rig h t ,  op e n- mi n d e d  ap p r o a c h  to  ge n d e r-  re l a t e d  pr o b l e m s  is,  eq u a l l y ,  
tig h t l y  lin k e d  to  the  re a l  de v e l o p m e n t  of  a  Na t i o n  or  a  po p u l a t i o n .  Th e  lat t e r  co u l d  gi v e  an  
imp o r t a n t  con t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  so l u t i o n  of  the  fo r m e r  an d  qu i t e  po s i t i v e l y  inf l u e n c e  the  liv i n g  
an d  so c i a l  co n d i t i o n s  of  wo m e n  tow a r d s  wh o m  ge n d e r  po l i c y  is  ad d r e s s e d .

W o m e n  em a n c i p a t i o n ,  in  fa c t,  me a n s  the i r  di r e c t  inv o l v e m e n t  in  al l  the  ma t t e r s  re l a t e d  to  
the  en v i r o n m e n t  wh e r e  th e y  we r e  bo r n ,  wh e r e  the y  gr o w- up  an d  live  tog e t h e r  wi t h  the i r  
fam i l i e s  an d  ch i l d r e n .  Dr o u g h t  is  ve r y  of t e n  pe c u l i a r  to  th i s  en v i r o n m e n t ,  es p e c i a l l y  of  the  
So u t h  Wo r l d  Co u n t r i e s  an d  in  pa r t i c u l a r  of  the  rur a l  ar e a s ,  wh e r e  no t  em a n c i p a t e d  wo m e n  
liv e.

S p e a k i n g  of  st r u g g l e  ag a i n s t  dr o u g h t ,  we  ind i r e c t l y  sp e a k  of  wa t e r  ma n a g e m e n t  an d  wa t e r  
sa v i n g ,  tw o  fie l d s  wh e r e  rur a l  wo m e n  co u l d  pla y  a  st r a t e g i c  ro l e  sin c e  the y  ar e  ex t r e m e l y  
se n s i t i v e  to  al l  wa t e r  sc a r c i t y  re l a t e d  pro b l e m s .

Ea s y  ac c e s s  to  wa t e r  is,  in  fa c t ,  es s e n t i a l  fo r  a  sm o o t h e r  ev e r y d a y  life,  for  sa n i t a t i o n  
se c u r i t y  an d  a  be t t e r  us e  of  wo m e n ’ s  tim e  an d  ph y s i c a l  en e r g y .

W o m e n  an d  wa t e r :  an  ind i v i s i b l e  eq u a t i o n  fo r  su s t a i n a b l e  de v e l o p m e n t .

Tr a i n e d ,  ed u c a t e d  an d  se l f- co n f i d e n t  wo m e n  ar e  ab l e  to  ma n a g e  the i r  lim i t e d  res o u r c e s  of  
do m e s t i c  an d  rur a l  wa t e r  be t t e r  th a n  an y  ot h e r  me m b e r  of  the  rur a l  co m m u n i t i e s ,  the  sa m e  
as  the y  us e  to  do  wi t h  the i r  ea r n i n g s ,  the i r  am o u n t  of  foo d  an d  the i r  su p p l i e s  of  sa n i t a r y  
stu f f .  

Ac c e s s i b l e  wa t e r  be c o m e s  a  go o d  mo r e  pr e c i o u s  tha n  an y  ot h e r  be c a u s e  it  me a n s ,  in  
ma n y  ca s e s ,  les s  mi l e s  to  wa l k  ev e r y  da y  an d  a  he a l t h i e r  life  to  liv e  an d,  tha t ’ s  wh y ,  it  ha s  
to  be  pre s e r v e d ,  sa v e d  an d  us e d  in  the  mo s t  fru i t f u l  wa y  wi t h o u t  fo r g e t t i n g  to  lea v e  it  as  
cle a n e s t  as  po s s i b l e .

D r o u g h t  is  an  ag e- ol d  pr o b l e m  bu t,  in  the s e  las t  de c a d e s ,  it  ha s  be c o m e  inc r e a s i n g l y  
imp o r t a n t ,  st r i c t l y  link e d  to  th e  cl i m a t i c  cha n g e s  ou r  pla n e t  is  fa c i n g  an d  wh o s e  al l e v i a t i o n  
co u l d  de p e n d  al s o  an d  ab o v e  al l  on  lon g- te r m  ac t i o n s  an d  st r a t e g i e s .

Am o n g  the s e  ac t i o n s  an d  st r a t e g i e s ,  wo m e n  em p o w e r m e n t  an d  a  ge n d e r- ba l a n c e d  
or i e n t e d  pr o g r e s s  sho u l d  no t  be  of  m i n o r  im p o r t a n c e .

Th i s  po i n t  is  be c o m i n g  cle a r e r  an d  cl e a r e r  to  al l  so c i a l  an d  ec o n o m i c  de v e l o p m e n t  ex p e r t s  
an d  ac t i o n s  to  be  ad o p t e d  an d  sp r e a d  fo r  the  imp l e m e n t a t i o n  of  thi s  po l i c y  ar e  be g i n n i n g  
to  be  pa r t  of  al l  the  lat e s t  an d  ad v a n c e d  ap p r o a c h e s  to  thi s  ma t t e r .
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Co n s i d e r i n g  the  so c i a l  dim e n s i o n  of  a  pr o b l e m  like  dr o u g h t  me a n s  con s i d e r i n g  the  ro l e  
tha t  wo m e n  pl a y  in  the  so c i e t i e s  wh e r e  su c h  a  pr o b l e m  ha s  to  be  fa c e d ;  the  ro l e  wo m e n  
pla y  an d  the  on e  the y  cou l d  pla y  gi v i n g  mo r e  at t e n t i o n  an d  va l u e  to  the i r  po t e n t i a l i t i e s  st i l l  
un d e r e s t i m a t e d  so  far.

E d u c a t i o n  ta k e s  a  pl a c e  of  pr i m a r y  im p o r t a n c e  in  th i s  kin d  of  so c i a l  ap p r o a c h  to  a  pr o b l e m  
wh i c h  is  m i s t a k e n l y  co n s i d e r e d  on l y  a  te c h n i c a l  or  sc i e n t i f i c  on e .  

Ed u c a t i o n  is  the  ke y  to  es c a p e  ind i f f e r e n c e  an d  un d e r e s t i m a t i o n .  It  ma k e s  wo m e n  aw a r e  
of  the i r  su r r o u n d i n g  en v i r o n m e n t  an d  of  the  lim i t s  an d  op p o r t u n i t i e s  su c h  en v i r o n m e n t  is  
rea d y  to  of f e r .  It  co u l d  al l e v i a t e  di f f i c u l t i e s  an d  imp r o v e  the  ca p a c i t y  to  ma n a g e  sc a r c i t y .  

Ed u c a t i o n  co u l d  ha v e  a  lon g- las t i n g  ef f e c t  tha t  is  tra n s m i t t e d  thr o u g h  ge n e r a t i o n s ,  th r o u g h  
mo t h e r  to  da u g h t e r  gi v i n g  the m  the  po w e r  an d  se l f- re l i a n c e  wh i c h  on l y  kn o w l e d g e  ca n  
gu a r a n t e e .  Wo m e n  co u l d  so  co n t i n u e  to  ca r r y  the i r  he a v y  bu r d e n s  in  the  com m u n i t i e s  
wh e r e  the y  liv e,  bu t  co n s c i o u s  tha t  the s e  bu r d e n s  do n’ t  ma k e  the m  inf e r i o r  co m p o n e n t s  of  
the i r  so c i e t y ,  bu t  ab s o l u t e l y  ac t i v e  st a k e h o l d e r s  of  its  we l f a r e  an d  sa f e t y .  An d  su c h  
aw a r e n e s s  ha s  to  sp r e a d  an d  ex t e n d  to  al l  me m b e r s  of  the  so c i a l  or d e r .

La c k  of  ed u c a t i o n  an d  po v e r t y  ar e  a  com b i n a t i o n  wh i c h  ha s  to  be  fou g h t  no t  les s  tha n  the  
co m b i n a t i o n  of  lac k  of  wa t e r  an d  po v e r t y .

Ho w e v e r ,  al l  de v e l o p m e n t  ac t i o n s  tak e  wi t h  th e m  mo d i f i c a t i o n s  in  the  so c i a l  st r u c t u r e s  
wh e r e  the y  oc c u r ,  an d  pr o b a b l y  th i s  is  the  mo s t  las t i n g  res u l t  of  the  wh o l e  gr o w i n g  
pr o c e s s .  It  is  a  res u l t  w h i c h  ha s  no t  on l y  a  ge n e r i c  co l l e c t i v e  di m e n s i o n  bu t  wh i c h  im p a c t s  
di r e c t l y  on  the  fam i l y  sph e r e ,  ch a n g i n g  the  tra d i t i o n a l  re l a t i o n s h i p s  an d  imp o s i n g  a  sh i f t  to  
a  ne w ,  st r o n g e r  an d  mo r e  vi s i b l e  fem a l e  fig u r e .

In  su c h  a  wa y ,  wo m e n  sh o u l d  no  lon g e r  be  co n s i d e r e d  as  pa s s i v e  be n e f i c i a r i e s  of  a  
de v e l o p m e n t  st r a t e g y  bu t  as  ac t i v e  pr o t a g o n i s t s  of  a  pr o g r e s s  de s i g n .  Th e y  are  no  mo r e  
sim p l e  re c i p i e n t s  of  we l f a r e  bu t  the y  tak e  pa r t  in  its  lau n c h  an d  es t a b l i s h m e n t .

Fo r  thi s  re a s o n ,  the y  ab s o l u t e l y  ne e d  to  be  he l p e d  in  bu i l d i n g  up  the i r  ca p a c i t i e s  an d  sk i l l s ,  
the y  ne e d  to  be  inf o r m e d  an d  tra i n e d .

Sp e a k i n g  of  dr o u g h t ,  tra i n i n g  cou l d  inc l u d e  sim p l e  ru l e s  fo r  a  be t t e r  an d  mo r e  co n s c i o u s  
kn o w l e d g e  of  wa t e r  ma n a g e m e n t ,  bu t  al s o  mo r e  tec h n i c a l  inf o r m a t i o n  gi v i n g  wo m e n  the  
op p o r t u n i t y  to  ha v e  spe c i f i c  qu a l i f i c a t i o n  fo r  a  pr o b l e m  af f e c t i n g  the  re a l i t y  wh e r e  the y  liv e  
an d  gi v i n g  the m  th e  po s s i b i l i t y  to  tak e  pa r t  in  de c i s i o n- ma k i n g  pr o c e s s e s .

Dr o u g h t  mi t i g a t i o n  st r a t e g y  sho u l d  inc l u d e  or g a n i s a t i o n  of  wo m e n  int o  as s o c i a t i o n s  wh i c h  
ca n  gi v e  the m  a  st r o n g e r  imp a c t  on  th e i r  en v i r o n m e n t  an d  a  bi g g e r  aw a r e n e s s  of  the i r  
po w e r  as  a  so c i a l  gr o u p .

Un i t y  an d  pr o b l e m- sh a r i n g  wi l l  su r e l y  co n t r i b u t e  to  ac h i e v e  the  su c c e s s  an d  to  re g a i n  th e  
pr i d e  of  be i n g  pa r t  of  an  or g a n i z e d  gro u p  pa r t a k i n g  the  sam e  dif f i c u l t i e s  an d  the  sa m e  
wi l l i n g n e s s  to  so l v e  the m .

Co l l e c t i v e  ap p r o a c h ,  mu c h  mo r e  tha n  ind i v i d u a l  on e,  is  th e  co r r e c t  me t h o d  to  be  so u g h t  
an d  en c o u r a g e d .  Mo r e o v e r ,  su c h  ap p r o a c h  co u l d  ea s i l y  lea d  to  de m o n s t r a t e  tha t  
ex c l u d i n g  wo m e n  as  int e r e s t  gr o u p  by p a s s e s  ha l f  the  po p u l a t i o n  an d  lim i t s  the  ef f i c i e n c y  
an d  ef f e c t i v e n e s s  of  al l  pr o j e c t s  rel a t e d  to  wa t e r  ma n a g e m e n t  (Qua g l i a r i e l l o ,  Tr i s o r i o  
Liu z z i ,  Ha m d y  2002).



Wo m e n  as  ec o n o m i c  ac t o r s  ar e  un d o u b t e d l y  es s e n t i a l  to  the  es t a b l i s h m e n t  of  
pr o g r a m m e s  for  po v e r t y  re d u c t i o n  an d  to  im p r o v e  the i r  ef f e c t i v e n e s s .

As  wo m e n  pl a y  an  imp o r t a n t  ro l e  in  the  na t u r a l  res o u r c e s  ma n a g e m e n t ,  the i r  ac t i v e  
inv o l v e m e n t  in  the  en v i r o n m e n t a l  pr o j e c t s  is  a  pr e- con d i t i o n  for  the  su c c e s s  of  the  ef f o r t s  
de v o t e d  to  a  su s t a i n a b l e  su r r o u n d i n g s  pro t e c t i o n  (Vita l e ,  2003).

Ita l y  st r o n g l y  be l i e v e s  an d  su s t a i n s  su c h  po s i t i o n  an d,  st a r t i n g  fro m  1999 ,  it  ha s  be c o m e  
the  big g e s t  fin a n c i a l  su p p o r t e r  of  the  UN I F E M ,  th e  pr o g r a m m e  of  the  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s  fo r  
the  imp r o v e m e n t  of  the  wo m e n  co n d i t i o n  in  the  wo r l d  (Vita l e ,  2003)

Fo l l o w i n g  thi s  tre n d ,  wh i c h  is  ga i n i n g  int e r n a t i o n a l  co n s e n s u s ,  the  Me d i t e r r a n e a n  
Ag r o n o m i c  Ins t i t u t e  of  Ba r i  (IAMB- Ita l y) of  C I H E A M  is  lau n c h i n g  ini t i a t i v e s  of  re s e a r c h  an d  
tra i n i n g  ad d r e s s e d  to  ge n d e r  pr o m o t i o n  in  wa t e r  re s o u r c e s  ma n a g e m e n t ,  ab o v e  al l  at  the  
Me d i t e r r a n e a n  Re g i o n  lev e l .

Co n s i d e r i n g  ge n d e r  eq u i t y  in  wa t e r  re s o u r c e s  ma n a g e m e n t  pr o g r a m m e s  wi l l ,  ind i r e c t l y ,  
gi v e  be n e f i t  no t  on l y  to  the  en v i r o n m e n t ,  bu t  al s o  to  ec o n o m y ,  nu t r i t i o n ,  he a l t h  an d  so c i a l  
lif e  (Bud a k ,  Ka n t a r ,  2002).  On  the  con t r a r y ,  ge n d e r- bl i n d  int e r v e n t i o n s  fo r  wa t e r  
ma n a g e m e n t  wi l l  cr e a t e  pr o b l e m s  no t  on l y  fo r  ru r a l  wo m e n  bu t  al s o  fo r  ag r i c u l t u r e  in  
ge n e r a l .

In  su c h  a  sc e n a r i o ,  dr o u g h t  pla y s  a  ro l e  sin c e  it  ca n  af f e c t  al l  wa t e r  us e s  inc l u d i n g  the  
“dom e s t i c”  on e ,  wh e r e  wo m e n  are  tra d i t i o n a l l y  an d  mo s t  inv o l v e d .  Th i s  is  the  re a s o n  wh y  
the  ec o n o m i c  va l u e  of  “dom e s t i c”  wa t e r  us e  ha s  to  be  re c o g n i z e d ,  sin c e  wo m e n ’ s  us e s  of  
wa t e r  ar e  cru c i a l  for  the  su r v i v a l  of  ru r a l  ho u s e h o l d  (FAO,  2002).

Th i s  at t e n t i o n  to  the  “dom e s t i c”  us e  of  wa t e r ,  wh i c h  is  su r e l y  imp o r t a n t  es p e c i a l l y  in  ru r a l  
ar e a s ,  sh o u l d  no t  en c o u r a g e  fo r g e t t i n g  the  inv o l v e m e n t  of  ge n d e r  dim e n s i o n  in  the  us e  of  
wa t e r  as  “irri g a t i o n”  res o u r c e .

W o m e n  ar e  ho u s e k e e p e r s ,  bu t  the y  ar e  al s o ,  or  the y  co u l d  be c o m e ,  lan d o w n e r s  or  far m  
ma n a g e r s .  Th e i r  com p e t e n c e s  co u l d  in c l u d e  kn o w l e d g e  of  irr i g a t e d  ag r i c u l t u r e ,  of  wa t e r  
sca r c i t y  ma n a g e m e n t  an d  dr o u g h t  m i t i g a t i o n  st r a t e g i e s .

Th e  co n s i d e r a t i o n  of  th e i r  ro l e ,  the i r  tra i n i n g  an d  em p o w e r m e n t  co u l d  be  pa r t  of  a  bi g g e r ,  
am b i t i o u s  pr o g r a m m e  con s i s t i n g  of  di f f e r e n t  pr e p a r e d n e s s  ac t i o n s  aim e d  at  ta c k l i n g  
for e s e e a b l e  pr o b l e m s ,  su c h  as  dr o u g h t ,  pr e v e n t i n g  the m  an d  su g g e s t i n g  ta c t i c s  to  ge t  
thr o u g h  the m  po s i t i v e l y .

P h e n o m e n a  su c h  as  dr o u g h t  are,  in  fac t,  ab s o l u t e l y  pr e d i c t a b l e  an d  thi s  is  th e  rea s o n  wh y  
no  ac t i o n  sh o u l d  be  de c i d e d  or  tak e n  on  the  ba s i s  of  urg e n c y  or  pr e s s u r e  of  sud d e n ,  
un e x p e c t e d  ev e n t s .

Pr e v e n t i o n  sho u l d  be c o m e  a  po w e r f u l  too l  to  mi t i g a t e  the  co n s e q u e n c e s  of  ine l u c t a b l e  
en v i r o n m e n t a l  oc c u r r e n c e s ,  su c h  as  dr o u g h t .  An d  wo m e n  sh o u l d  be  ac t i v e  pr o t a g o n i s t s  of  
thi s  st r a t e g y  in  or d e r  to  fig h t  wh a t e v e r  m i g h t  af f e c t  the  qu a l i t y  of  hu m a n  life  an d  so,  las t  bu t  
no t  lea s t ,  of  the i r  ow n  life.
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