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views expresse1 

Agricultural policies of 
Mediterranean countries 

and  water shortages: 
Some preliminary 

thoughts 
- 

Albert 
ClHEAM (International  Centre 

for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies) 

in this paper are those the author, not 
necessarily those of 

- The economic significance 
of water 

as essential human 
life  since  ancient  times,  and it is no that it 
was  one of 

by Empedocle and 

consequence of a of 
only a small 

of 1% - was and 
still is people. 

a good. is only decades 
to 

to  the  quality of life have  been  given an economic 
value.  Estimates  about'the  quantity of 

goods astonishing: 300 
to 600 units of of steel, 600 units of 

of 250 to 500 units of 

quantities of a ton of 
a ton of 

adding  up  all  uses  one could estimate  that  the 
amount of is of 

of 2 - 4 m3 depending upon the location 
of upon of its 
economic development: the  use of global 
and per capita economy 

that people 
and public 
only  to of 
but also  to  use it in a 
this connection, the of 
the use of sewage low 
has a as a means of 
extending  the  utilization  span of 

of 
of 

to the  setting-up of 
what we  now call a policy". 

now 
a econ\;my and 

the economics of of 
public policy. 
competition  between of 
the economy will not be felt on 
as land or capita1;but on is 
becoming par excellence not 

options 
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of 
is of food to 

of 
Food is 

be 
same  conditions  and  the  use of 

the  time  being at costs. 

This  situation is 
is is 

costly  because of of 

it could be 
said, so is no to 

as to 
some foods. 

- The need for a water  policy 

solving  some of by the 
of 

of 
as 

to small local 
at of small  fields 

of 
of 

of an 

policy, of 
of communication  and 

of 

Of attach a to the 
need of 

of 
of its management.  The economics 

of - and 
all  the possible utilizations - has to  become a 

of pub l i c   po l i cy   i n   a l l  
of 

lack of of of 
of absence of 

cost-benefit  analyses,  and of 
of 

- Agricultural policies 
and  water 

The 
policies  should 

many, if not  all, of the following elements. 

1. a 
- of 

- need  to  be  studied.  The  notion of 
should  apply 

of the 
economy. as much 

of 
economic in a it is a n  

of is 
if of a 

not  used 
of the economy will that 

a as vital 
as of 
to be developed goods 

as could not 
be 

2. policy objectives, such as income 
of nat ional   sel f -  

sufficiency in food, will need  to take account of the 
possibilities the economic utilization of 
Some need 
this connection: e.g., will the of food 

by the 

advantage  (even  applied to 
allowed  to play a An implication of 
this choice is a is 

to a 
competitive  basis.  This may be in conflict with  the 

a of food self- 
sufficiency of the cost  involved. 

a 
to switch at its 

destined 
i ts 

switch  was  motivated by of 
which is often the  scene 
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of by which 
can do so. 

such discussion i t  will to 
of the 

ability of of 
available  and  at  the  time at which it becomes 

of 
be sustained  in  the  light of 

food 
of of 

is no point 
a if it cannot  be 

of 

of of 
output to 

is to  use a 
of on a limited 

of of on a 
of of 

of the 
poses the  question of the choice of 

3. of is of any 
policy. a of dilemmas:  e.g., 

at constant  quality, 
of the 

economy? a is adopted 
it 

of 
will involve  a 

of 

same,  the  allocation of 

is 
a good, a change  in  mentality would 

of 
low (i.e., below 

cost) a possible  misuse of will 
a possible  deficit. 

we of 
at 

which sometimes  double  those by 
the is 

will  be of 
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event,  i.e., a 
to food chain. 

poses the of As 
(as 

of inflation, 
is a close link  between of 

(and  ultimately of food) 
policy. The between 

of 

of 
maintaining food as low as possible. 

costs. 

should be  given  not  only  to the cost of developing 
of 

to if sewage 
low-quality is to be 

and it is used by 
of the 
be to 
local 

4. policies  should  be 
only  with 
the 

of 

between a maximum  utilization of 
-entailing  in some cases its - and a 

of - its 

by 
would it be  possible  to of the 

consequences of 
it 

might be  possible  to 
of 

5. will become the  main  point of 

of 

quality of to the 
its 

become a stimulus a 
of 

use of the  use of 
is made 

possible by of the 
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in 
would be the consequence 

use? 

is needed 
politicians.  Some  may 

a of 
is a only  highly 

developed and food self-sufficient could 
would of the 

is a no 
it to 

food. 

6. policies  will  need  to become 

of such 
economy 

which 
will its quality  and to 
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7. become 
development of a n  policy, including 
the  planning,  execution  and  management of 

specialist  and  the economic 

policy for the a 
at the  best  utilization of 

the  development of 
planning of of 

of 
channels,  etc. any of these  steps neglected, 

is and  in  some 
cases  even  to collapse. is God-given, but  to 
make it a blessing,  society  must  manage it 
adequately. 

~~~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~ - 
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