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The one-humped camel in the 
R. T. WILSON 
I.L.C.A. 
ADlS  ABABBA (ETHIOPIE) 

- alélevage du Les 
du au hommes od on les est capitale. 11 y a quelque 

millions de chameaux à une  bosse OU 13 
la dans le  sub-continent  indien. 
Le où ils se 

Distribution  and  importance 

The success of the camel  in  climates and 
than those  which domestic  animals  can is due 
to i$ to withstand 
heat and in of 

in 

The camel's gait  enables it to with 
much less than and its  feet cushions 

The padded feet in some cases 
and it is less at home in stony than 

in sandy and incapable of long 
Some camel 

types,  such  as  those of the Nile delta of Egypt, the 
delta  camels of and those of the in 

to be  exceptions to 

Although the camel  is  found the 
and the of its popu- 

lation is to  be found in The of this  sections 
on 

and 

Environmental  factors 

The of the camel is the 

and as 
shown in 1. With 

low and it 
long season.  The 

is often hot of the time and 
eight  months of 

These in  the 
Afiica. The edges of the 
ge delimited  by the Sea and the Atlantic 

limit is 
this 

is the camel. 
the of the 

at  about 15 "N in  West f i c a  
Chad and the Sudan 

put at  13  "N although  in 

the of the  camel  in the 
south is the and 

in the Gulf of Aden and in of 
south as 2 'S to 

is to the south of the  limit of 
the 35 

of of 
this 550 
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Social  factors 

domestic  animal of nomads. is unusual to find  camels  in 

this is based on oases. The of the 
to to 

of 
of the  camel to 

owning it 
nomadic semi-nomadic  way of  life.  Examples 

Suk (who as 
the 

cannot be doubted  that the on 
of the  camel  was  the  advent of 

As to 

of 
of the 

and 
to which  is  was  adapted. The use  of 

coindided  with  the ((oil boom>> of 
lonies of 

of the 
camel  they  have had much  less  effect on 

So of the 
due to 

one to expect  that  such 

of 
milk will 

is will lead to the  contiued 
in 

is still  the  most  efficient  domestic  animal 
milk.  

The camel  population in Africa 

Present numbers 

million 
of 

4.0 

The 
and this and of the 

. .  The is. to. the 
90 of  the  genus 

Camelus 80 
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about 63 of  all 

70 of camels  in 
12 

and 
as do 

Density in relation to land 
and human population 

of k m 2  of 

k m 2  of 

data 

Importance of the camel 
ìn the livestock economy 

The 
250 

data give  an  indication  of  the 
of  camels in  the  national  livestock 

the 

constitute 5.4 cent of the  total. The 
Chad  (1 

of camel  TLUs to total  TLUs is only 
10.3 

as TLUs)'constituted by  camels. 

Recent changes in numbers 
of the camel population 

so 
is now 

commodity and of life is no 
h? the 

of 
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is the of the  1970s and 1980s, The same  phenomenon was 
although losses  of to classes of to Faso and and Chad to 
domestic  stock  have been  minimal. the 

The 
net  losses to the 

the of Senegal  with 
1982 and 1983 be 

the same be until  tge  statisticaï 
have  caught  up  with the 

the the whole of 
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