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of camels 

M. ALI 
SOMALI  ACADEMY OF SCIENCES  AND  ARTS 
MOGADISHU  (SOMALIA) 

Introduction 

of and 
The of of the 

of the of the camel in the it 
animal has  been 

and is and the  camel 

is a  pilot  study. is 
and management of camels in the 

contains  some  emic  notes on types  of 
camels as 

The how  do 
and  make efficient  use of 

it? What systems  of  management and do they 
4ypes)) of 

camels  in the and to what  extent one may  actually 
speak of types, and  to what  extent 

due 

The was collected 
the 1982/87. to 

of 

of Somalia, 

Background 
to the  United  Nations Food  and 

15.0 in of these 65% in the 
of Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, 

and 

of the of national 
and of to 

sizes, at times  it  is  difficult to estimate  the  camel  population 
of 

Camels  play an 
of Somalia  and to 

of the in the national  economy is 
the subsistence  economy of the 

While  exact data is not available of 
of the and 

in of 10% 
of 8% of 

The of 
of milk,  meat  within  a 

subsistence  economy and its  use as animal of 
the camel  has  social and 

to of 
milk,  meat, blood, and 

to 
of 

and  compensation of 

Camels can also be seen  as  a of banking  system 

A good  exemple  of 
this is the 1973/75 the 

Management  and  husbandry 

Environment 

The the following  climatic  zones: 

1. and in 
2. savannah, of the 

June, and the 
be 

expected  along  a July and  August  in the 
south  known  as 
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mountain and the of the 
known as 

the 
July to and the ex- 

to The timing of these 
to and 

1983). Annual 
50 mm. in the zones, the and 

plateaus,  and 600 mm.  in the and 
mountain and they likely to be 

Management 

The management  system is dictated by the 
of and availabi- 

lity. 

and 
of the abundance of 

Camels late in the 

divided  into and The 
with few  milk  camels to supply the 

the 
The 
with the family,  usually not 
milk can to this  division of the 

the head of the family one of the some 
70-100 a place  with  good 

and the and the family 
be moved  until the Then a  meeting of the 

and a  final  decision made as to when and 
how to move  to the new is made to the 
saints and the the 
and the family  move to location. This 
common  with  the  Somalis, the of and 
of Ethiopia. 

~ 

as much as 19-30 days. 
exceptionally hot seasons,  depending on vegetation 

6-7 days. 
on the  season, the the 
and camel may 80- 

200 of at a  time,  with two pauses. 
of the is the most of all the 

activities of the is  mostly 
and it 

one man to of 50-100 camels  by 
help each in the 

do in the but usually 

Salt supplying  is  also management 
task.  Salt is  given to to eight  months. 

salt  licks the camels 
moved to a  suitable salt is and 

to and 
high salt content also used as-an of salt 

content of salt  also 

supplement the camels salt supply  and often  utilized  by 
to 

Movement Patterns 

Annual and space, the 
time of onset of the 
availability of salt  licks and and the amount of 
effective the most 
management  decisions. 

The the of the 
to be  made about 

the sale of animals to see the to 
abundance of the 

the 
and the 

seasons  camel to at 
home wells. 

limitations  caused by and salt 
the and of 

the the need to avoid  biting  flies. 
With 

into the the with a 
to the a 

movement away again in the and a  final in 
2). The annual of 

is shown in Tab. 2. 

This  system of is in the 
and and camel 

make 
habitat. 

Husbandry 

Selection and the in 
is employed to maintain 

and 

of the of 
When 

attention to two in a  camel: on one hand its 
and and on the hand, the 

of 

One the of and 
the of the males  in the 

the stud  male is 
possession  of the 

males males of 
An 
the  mating  season. Such males 

and 

seasons,  it  is  kept 

a.nd 
because of the 
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seasons and is enough 
and and movement is of the 

‘the <<GU>> 
the season.  This 
seasonality  ties  in  with the 
the of the 

to in 
one can to some  extent the 

the if met. 

The of camels  is 12-13 months. 
sexually at the age of to 

but mate 
at five to 

conditions, a female  camel that is  giving 
to ten calves  in 

at any  time of the day, with a  slight 
tendency the of 

the calf  gets to its  feet and 
its This is a fact 
that the helps the calf to get of the 
and at the same 
diseases, and the 

the calf  is male and the family’s 
high, it is to such  a  case 
the skin of the calf  is  used to cause the camel let down 

when milking. some cases the 
himself the milk  letting down the 
instance by the skin of the  dead calf. 
insuffïcient, the c<Qallahn method A. 1986) can 

the dam is made to amenable by 

Weaning is at 8-18 months,  depending on the 
situation, the milk of the dam, and the of 
the of weaning 

of the of the The most 
common tying the dam’s teat  with  softened 

the skin of the calf’s 
and that the dam if the calf 

to suckle  it;  making  a  small  incision at the tip of the 
calfs tongue and of wood that will the 
calf  itself when it to the method,’the 
calf will stop the suckling habit 

is complete,  selection is 
done, and at this  stage  will be 

The objetives of of 
unwanted and easy handling and of 

The most  common  system of 
of the 

opening the and the epididimus 
taking out the testes. The wound is 

medicinal  plants and of 
two to weeks. 

Camel breeds  and  milk  production 
to classify camels of 

into types and 1979, 

1979, Congui 1953). 
on clan  names, than 

constitutional and 
phical  locations. The thus classification 

of the 

the the 
1982/86, two main  types of camels  in the 

1. 

The is divided into 

a) Coastal  camels -of Somalia, 

b) Guban  camels -of the mountain of Somalia. 

c) camels -of the Nugaal the hawd and 

The is also  divided into main sub- 

a) -of Somalia, and 

b) -of south 

c)  Eydimo -of 

and Asab of Ethiopia. 

the 

types: 

pia. 

and of 

The of camels in the 
5-6 The amount depends on the type of the 

the and 
and the habitat. The lactation 

600 to 2,000 lactation. is  highest  between the 
and sixth  months of lactation and 

may continue 

<<GU>> season had and stable 
milk  yield than the 

and they 
make use  of and selection  activities. 

Conclusions 

of the 
and and 

and management.  They 
that the camel is, and the coming 

of 
of the and and the seasonal 

of and 
of most of the 

and it adaptation of 
human life to and seems, 

of 

and impossible. 
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GUU 

DEYR 

Fig. 1. Seasons and decision  makings 
GUL? 1. hogo: - 
2. sina:  livestock - 
3. (June - July). baldaaq:  use of 

(July - August - 
1. hogo: 2, sim 3. 

4. - 
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is that the successful  aspects 
of be identified and to become 
the ,development. What is  needed  is 

that the customs,  lifeways, 
and both social and economic, of the 
system. 

Table 

OF 

STAY 

((GU)) 

zone (JILAAL,, 

Wells 
Wells 

by is 
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