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Prospects of biotechnolo y application 

F. SERRACINO-INGLOTT 
of 

3A. 

VALmA, 

- has a 
of and 

words: - - - - 

- d’application  de la biotechnologie en ce qui  comerne l’agriculture de A joue un 
rôle relativement  modeste. De ce fait, les applications des  biotechnologies  sont  exprimées som forme de projet d’aveïlir et de souhaits 
llotamment  dons [es donmilzes de ln préservation des ressources ghétiqrces, de multìplication et de la prod~ction fonrragèye. 

&lots-& : - - - - 

in has been allowed to continue 
to occupy a modest place in the socio-economic 

of the 
about 4% to  the while it 
employs as full-time just 2% of the 
gainfully occuped, as well as a of 

This situation has by a 
and by successive booms in 

the building which by the 
of the and in 
of living of the population. seems, 
that this development has 
not  been given  its as an occupation as a 
science. 

of a sociological, 
ecological, scientific to 
mention balance of payments which 
would fully 

its in the National economy. The 
application of biotechnologies seems to an 

such an which should not 
be missed. my  view a and 

should be launched without delay, 
losses 

The adoption of such a must be a two 
with a tempo of 

implementation. of all, as a of it is 
to begin to what little has 

in  the way  of genetic - mostly 
and local also, if any, 

wild species that could to a significant input 
into  eventual 

Such a would constitute a small 
but still valid halting the immense 

of genetic that has been taking place in 
the in the of genetic 

A will entail the 
collection, identification and of plant genetic 

its custody and “ex situ”. Some, if 
not all, of the involved could 
excellent and 

College students. A gene bank shall be 
established, the genetic 

collected, of and 
of extinction. Such a gene bank would have a 

“base collection” a of the 
which would not be used as 

but would only be 
when seed viability has decline 
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below of 
items  in  an “active collection”. The gene 

bank’s active collection would medium 
maintenance of genetic multiplication and 

as well as field testing and evaluation. 
this the of is in 

and exchange of genetic 

Simultaneously, as as such, 
existing 
would be expanded  and  developed, with 
emphasis on specialization, including 

The stations’ 
with planting 

would thus be Of special to 
exciting advances that have been  made 

in the development of which equal the 
yield of the established while occupying 

less space. Space in is a 
valuable commodity. 

of activity that is being contemplated 
the is that of 

The food is 
has 

this field 
the testing of suitable 

plant have been  taken  in  hand.  The 
multiplication of this is 
of the 

would have to play an active 
of this line of activity. 

The limiting of milk 
is the lack of 

of quantity  and quality. the 
legumes have been 

used soil 
this, many 

soils in devoid of the legume 
being mainly due  to 

(like soil salinity, and pesticides) 
of with non 

leguminous of new legumes). 
stations 

legume inoculation 
specific This includes in 

the supply of inoculants, that so 
been 

to local needs. Eventually,  a 
bank must the 

of local use to 
This would help  to the development of 

milk by the supply of good 
quality would also the 
attainment of of the  National 

aiming at  an in the consumption of 
edible legumes at  the expense of fats. 

This is in modest initiation in 
biotechnology. do  hope  that such is 
and would welcome any comments on this 

an island and small, is substantially 
pests and diseases. this 

biotechnologies must be 
development which is still lacking. 
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