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The stone in about 294 ha  with 1,500 tons. 
73% of the (Census of 1990-1991). and 

the main locally.  At all  the 
local  consumption, but  it is intended that in the emphasis will  be made on 

No on the status of local stone has made. In 1997, a 
was out with the of 

scheme  based on main aim of the was to test plum 
pox symptoms have been in and specific 

made to keep this disease at bay. 

this study than a thousand tested  by the five 
main infecting stone namely 

apple and apple (ACLSV) and  plum pox 

made in holdings in the West of 
peach sampled indicated the of at least  one A high incidence 
(66% of tested) was the level of ACLSV was 44%. 

and not detected in any of the samples tested. 

The study was also extended to the plants and the stone collection 

at the in Luqa.  This had been supplying 
with young plants the past total of 36 peach, 9 plum  and 24 

tested to 240,50 and 55 stone species 
incidences detected  (31% in peaches,  71% in plums and 

84% in in 11% of the most  common 
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combination being + infections detected in 2% of the cases. 
tests out on 250 plants,  namely 

almond and low in almond (3% infected 
but high in with 89% and 53% 

A of  300 peach the collection detected 62% of 

infection by 10% by 12% by and  10% by ACLSV. obtained 
a of 150 again showed a high incidence infection (51%) 

and (25%). and ACLSV infections low (3%) in 

The tests complemented 
symptoms, such as low uptake, leaf  mosaic, and leaf 

in  the These in with  the tests.  No symptoms 
in the field  could  be to in the islands 

was and chain the being used 
tests gave doubtful 

the of aimed at 
in can be  achieved 

of and of 
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