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WE 
WE? 

WE AT? 
(Note preparcd for thc first meeting - Tunis - 10-14 September 1991) 

- di Tccnologia  della  Pesca e del  Pescato -'Consiglio Nazionale delle - 
Via Vaccan, 61 - 91026 del Vallo Crp) 
- lstologia ed Embriologia - Via  Archirafi, 20 - Università  di  Palermo - 

Last  week was  at a on stock assessment  methods  held  by 
Coll.) in 
level" in the end  of the 

by of EU. 
had been  asked to a note (a status on  the  situation in 

as far as in 
(1) that but 

data. 
Such a statement it could not 

too with a 
and at the light of of this  meeting,  may to make 

move  and  say that the that, 
advancements  and  developments  can  be  identified just in data as in methodological 
developments  and in the 

a "note of ideas'' in to a 
de coscience" - of in population  dynamics  studies in the 

We to in the  ''population" 
of 

Let us and of population  dynamics  studies in the 
of 

dyn. studies can be and 

1) pan of a and to past  events, within ecology 

2) of of managing  living as an  applied  science 

is a which  could  be a link between  the  two  above  said  ones, by 

does not  seem that one  is making the second  type of asks money 

if one  is  aiming to the he can 

means of functioning  models. 

thelist, 

.offunding but  we  doubt  such a case  exists in 
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of this  note in the second  type of 
a of people  in and outside it, and  we  obviously  have a 
it. group in 

in a of in the Gulf 
of 

launching  aut a the maybe also but  not  only  as a 
to 

"cotés": ecological  modelling  on the one side, 
on the side. 

the the  collection of basic analysis  and the 
use  of the 

as a whole. 
find some  difficulties, the to 

to the 
We  would  like to be  able (and allowed!) to think  and 

group within is in the phase, long, painhl and  ambitious of , 
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(2)(3) a 
to the mainly 1) the 

data and the the 
impossibility of getting them in 2) the hope  and  wish to be  able in a time to say 
something ltlore on  the  exploitation state of in ten 

a good  statistical  design,  compatibly  with  available  fúnds  and of the data  base 
is both  because of of 

The that and the 

' We  said  methods, and .not method,  because the 

with data and  analytical  methods. 
Let  us  say  now that in the and the 

speaks with  colleague to listen to discussion  meetings, the one gets  the 
that we presently crossing a 

when and get. 
At the italian  colleagues,  when  asked  safe, 

definitive manasewxt indications by S.C. in 
to explain  (we  don't  know  how  successfully) that  "Science  is the kingdom  of 

doubts,  technology  is the kingdom of 
So maybe a that seems 

so now in the  context of the of 

to the 
Let's call it "available tools of population  dynamics". 

to the the possibility  stems 
out in the to embed in the models  we  use the of in the data  base 

All that, timely  enough to obtain management. 
Then, that usefulness  does  also imply that 

quick  and  effective  enough to implement  decisions. 
We just "wishful  thinking",  expecially  but  not  only in the and 

just as hoping that all the spent 

The difficulty of the task  is  not a justification by  definition 

Can we  point out that  the 
the development of 

in to of it may 
be, in fact, that 

we to the of 
to 

is not the 

the less 
managed of all? 
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one  could  just as legitimately  believe that a an 
of the capacity to deal with  conlplexity and 

but 
This  is what we in a by the way,  called "Golfo di 

1 but on the physical  entity  of  the 
Gulf: the of of 

the findings  we'll  get  will  be  liable to be but no 
doubt  the  Gulf  is a case  study. 

that all doubts in the "healthy  and 
wealthy",  and that to them  can  be developments. 

All honest  and  open  colleagues in the the 
still  facing a 

in ago) notwithstanding 
in do with a of 

successes. 
a special  case the  second one. 

of to Science ( 6 )  by Ludwig, 
the  one  side and etc. on on  exactly  the 

would came to the  conclusion  that  this  is an "open  question". 
And he  should  be happy of that the 

and colleagues is  confuted by a 
"adaptive management" (i.e. on the Falklands' squids) (7). 

applying that 
the same  conditions attainable in the 

unless, in context, a of 
managed in a as is the  case  now  with  clams in with 
clams in the 

1 O) in Spain. 
What in the meantime? 

the meantime, stiU advancement of the complex:  quality of database, methods 
and we  don't think in 
than using the the plentifidly  suggested  by  Caddy 
in 1 l), as the 12) 

Obviously,  being so, the management  implications  and and weak. 
also if our not  yet  able to us the 

And  they  haven't  yet by us. 
questions:  we should suggest them  what the to be  asked  should  be. 
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