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Organisation of sheep  breeding  in  France 
- suckling  breeds - 

.. - General  description 
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1. 
Sheep f m  
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The 7.6  million  sheep in 40 

to but the small 
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2. - Structure of 
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common to all.  The  second  chain in links all 
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applicable to 
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figure 1 : Organisations  which  participate  in  data  recording  and  processing. 
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in the 
on to the 

to 

- Other objectives : Wool 

wool just 
wool 1985). Wool 

in 
animals  and  those  with  too 

Even the and 

of culling,  quality  seems 
to be  kept. 

4. - Selection Tools 
two : 

animals ; then,  dissemination of 
of the 
the of which  and  the  way  they 

selection  scheme  and its efficiency. 

4. - on F m  

Since its establishment  about 30 the of meat 
was to to 

data of suckling  ewes 
and the in to estimate  the  genetic  value of the animals 

in the national 
' which difEcult to as or out of 

still  not  included. 

The ewe 

adoption ...) of of 
joining, mode of : induced not,  etc.)  allowing the assessment  of  ewe and 

to the  needs of the of the scheme, 
in 42 day 

by five  weighings  spaced 21 the 
is bom. 

The two of each  lamb 'to estimate the lamb 
between 10 and 30 days of milking ability,  while the 

30 and 70 days of age. 
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4.2. - processing 

go 
et al., 

1990 ; 1994), 

to the 
milking  ability  and  sometimes 30-70 

This policy  stems daculties  to 

should  have  in  an  index. - 
Today an technique  on  an  animal  model  copes  with the of 

to 
of  

4.3. - Nucleus 
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population size the nucleus  flock  is  closed : 

the INRA 401 
opened 

4.4. - Centres 

France, the 
insemination 

0 As it has  a vital 
of to use 

1993, about 119 

0 As in 
value of the 165 meat  ewes  in 
1993). 

is  also  used in : 
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with the in to 
essential to 

also  allows to 

to to 
dissemination of  each  one,  thus  it  allows to of the selection  intensity  and 
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of the 
0 by  using depending  on 

the of can  be 
used to an 
of ewes is 
high, can  be  used to this  case, 

: 
of  matings ; ; 

4.5. - Stations 

two of 

- : an essential  element of a  selection  scheme  by 

planned elite matings are selected  at 2-3 

to on 

to the 

- : These  stations  have  the  same 
of 

to on-fam 

of et al. 
1994). selected at 2-3 months of age 
and &er a week of eight  weeks  with  body 

this level of 
expected to be - benefit of is 

has 
at 

the to 
disseminated,  sold culled 
the 50% the 
following  step. 
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4.6. - 
is to distinguish two types to the 

selection  objective : ewe  fecundity 
involved two flocks, the 

high cost of 
addition, 

the need which in 
to 

1982). 
(9 ; 10 mated  (by 

insemination) to (30 is 
A of at 

genetic assessimg on the the evaluation 
despatches to the 

of the Lacaune 
by about 40 young 

. 
to on the 

: sell 
the 

test only 

~ 5. - Existing  Selection Schemes 
i the 
l existing  schemes  not the  selection  tools  available. 

l The de within flock 
l 

selection to by the 
his to a  commission 

of the of genetic 
is not  expected to be  high. 

fiom the 
is 

the 
as an to 

the to 
of rams, and to fact  these two activities in 

all 
in the 
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involve at the 
of 

Although 
to testing 

is  used to to 
the of the de 

Vendéen, etc.). tests based  exclusively  on 
(Lacaune). fact, in 

to in 

.B 

on meat . 

6. - Conclusion 
Faced  with the of 

the 
these aspects used  and  combined,  leads to of in this 

of any  selection  method  modifies the efficiency  of  all  schemes  using it. 
two ways ; 

6. - 

Even if the of balanced  by the individual  and  collective 
of  the of to of 

the tedium of the high costs of the slowness of 
time. The to simplifj the to 

scales  linked to used to check the data  and to supply an 
is also implemented in some  flocks. This 

at the beginning of the campaign  with the ewe  stocklist. avoids 
at all the of data 

6.2. - Animal model 

Adoption of technique  on an animal  model the 
of genetic  values in taking  account of 

all the animals. 

of in 
depends  on the of the in 
selection  efficiency  always will 

the that they  themselves  have  laid 
down. 
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