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The signed at the 
and  which  came into effect at the end of 1993 is one of the most significant 

to  have  been  developed.  As it states  in the the 
aware of the lack 

and of the need to develop scientific, technical and institutional capacities to the basic 
on which to plan  and  implement 

was this that led to the decision  by to commission  an independent, 
scientific analysis of all the and views 

a This study,  known as the Giobal Biodiversity Assessment was 
and published UNE? 

1995) with  a launch at the of the held that month  in 
financed by the Global (GEF) and  was  also 

The teams of 300 
50 in addition 80 

the biological,  economic  and social of 
the text. The Assessment is divided into the following  sections: 

of 

of 

loss of 

-basic 

- biome.analyses 

of 

The basis 
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e :. 

influences 

Economic values 

e sustainable use of its components 

is to note that the as it is widely  known is not, linked to the 
Convention  and does not an official it  is the 
view  by the scientific community of the state-of-the in howledge 
of all the multitude of issues involved  in  this  highly  complex  subject. 

to the et al. 1995). has also 
highlighting the main points that likely to have significance those 

policy. 

1. OF 1995) 

Ecosogical diversity Organismal diversity 

biomes  phyla 

landscapes  genera 
ecosystems  species 
habitats Genetic diversity subspecies 
populations  populations  populations 

individuals 
Chromosomes 
genes 
nucleotides 

kingdoms 

bioregions fainiiies 

l cuaturzs d!vsrsity and buman interactions at all !eveis 

The definition of is a subject of discussion. A of 
is taken in the it as having - ecological, 
genetic and (Table 1). 

Although the not as such, it the 
policy  implications of its findings, and  to  gaps  in knowledge of 
the findings is the that we possess about the 

notes that the loss of 
institutional and  technological example, 

demands  on biological 
fail to value do  not apply  globally 
of at local level. The is a continuing loss of 

habitats to uses, the biological loss of  species 
pollution and climatic change. 

concludes that unless  we  take  immediate effective steps to  stem the loss and 
of we  will the its full potential 

benefit humankind. We need to base, past economic  policy 
and that the sustainable use of and equitable of 

the of social and  economic  system. 

The is and  complex  document containing a  vast  amount of 
will a  compendium of knowledge the benefit of all those who involved  in the 
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the should  also as a useful 
the scientific aspects of 

(ed) 1995. The Global Biodiversity Assessment. 
Pp. xi + 1140. 

WATSON, T., W.V., G .  1995, 
Global Biodiversity Assessment. Summary for 

pp. vii -F 46. 
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