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This paper summarizes the various programumes and activities undertaken by FAO, that are
relevant to the conservation, industrialization and sustainable use of aims of wild plant resources in
the Mediterranean Region. In particular, the on-going activities of the ESCORENA European
networks (coordinated by Dr. Boyazoglu of FAO) may serve as examples for the development of the
MEDUSA network as, presently, there are over 1800 members from more than 300 institutions from
almost all European couniries involved in ESCORENA. It involves 13 sub-networks (including two
in collaboration with CTHEAM) and a further 400 scientists and technicians participate from non-
European countries. In the last biennium, ESCORENA played a significant role in the field of
genetic biodiversity. In the plant sector PGR development continues in the Olives, Nuts, Rice,
Sunflower, Pastures and Fodder, Cotton, Flax and Oat crops. A new working group for the
management of pollination and pollinator diversity in natural and agricultural environments has been
formed within the SREN (Sustainable Rural Environment and Energy sub-network).

The aims of MEDUSA are entirely relevant to the International Technical Conference on Plant
Genetic Resources, held in Leipzig, Germany on 17-23 June 1996, where a ‘Global Plan of Action
for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture’ (FAO 1996a) was adopted by Representatives from 150 countries. Also presented
at this Conference was a major report on the state of the world’s plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture (FAO 1996b) that represented a major source of data for MEDUSA as do the regional
synthesis reports for the West Asian, South and East Mediterranean Sub-Regions and the European
Region that formed part of the preparatory process. The AGPS (The Seed and Plant Genetic
Resources Service) of FAO should be involved in the Network planning and discussions.

The proposed MEDUSA Network is in line with FAO-HQ's normative mandate and the
possibility of FAO Headquarters financing a start-up newsletter for MEDUSA in 1997, similar to
FAO’s ‘Non-wood News’ would be explored. [Subsequently the funding of the newsletter was
approved by FAO].
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It was important to be alert to the dangers of ‘re-inventing the wheel’ for MEDUSA's proposed
data-base and other, developed, data bases should be examined before embarking on a new one. For
this purpose the Executive Secretary of MEDUSA was invited to visit FAO-HQ on July 15 1996 to
discuss various FAQ data bases. '

The ‘uses’ categories for plants were an important consideration and assistance would be given in
developing these. Subsequent to the meeting, the Steering Committee agreed to adopt and adapt the
Taxonomic Databases Working Group for Plant Science (TDWG) Economic Botany Data
Collection Standard (Cook 1995) published by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

It is important that MEDUSA should include all plant uses; and not just concentrate on
medicinal and aromatic plants; economic and market data should be taken into consideration it
should be borne in mind that the smallholder is the prime player.
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ANNEXE

The following is a summary of the discussions held at FAO headquarters, Rome with various
officers during the subsequent visit of Melpo Skoula, Executive Secretary of MEDUSA, in June
1996.

J. Boyazoglu (Research and Technology / Regional Office for Europe) gave advice on networking,
suggested to avoid overlaps and gave information on current networks organised by FAO,
referring to ESCORENA, the World Cactus Network, the Nuts Network and MESFIN Network.

M.Anishetty (Plant Genetic Resources Group / Plant Production and Protection Division) gave
information on the last Leipzig Conference and the Global Plant of Action, and the activities of
Plant Genetic Resources Group. M. Beltramme demonstrated the Germplasm Databank which
contain information on germplasm that is stored in the different germplasm banks of the world
and agreed to provide M. Skoula with a full list of all wild plants, institutions and contact persons
of all Mediterranean countries that are listed in the Databank.

P.Vantomme (Non-Wood Forest Products / Wood and Non-Wood Products Utilisation Branch /
Forest Products Division / Forestry Department) presented the objectives and activities of the
Forest Products Division explaining that they are very broad, including fauna and flora. He also
referred to the document prepared before and after the International Technical Conference on
Plant Genetic Resources, held in Leipzig, in June 1996. He provided copies of some publications
of the Non-Wood Forest Products (listed below).

P.Diemer (Soil Resources / Soil Resources Management and Conservation Service / Land and
Water Development Division) demonstrated and provided a copy of the ECOCROP1 database of
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FAO, that includes information such as climatic and soil conditions, production characteristics
etc. on 1700 cultivated plants of the world.

F. Petrassi (SDRN / FAO) demonstrated the Climatic database of FAO, which is also available on
CD-Rom.

P. Griffee (Steering Committee member) reported on his participation at the Conference on
Alternative Crops and on the presentation of SEPASAL database which appeared to be very
close to MEDUSA's objectives. He also forwarded to M.Skoula a copy of the Economic Botany
- Data Collection Standard - Prepared for the International Working Group on Taxonomic
Databases for Plant Sciences (TDWG), ix + 146 edited by Cook, F.EM. 1995, Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, UK. This seemed to be an excellent guide for the scheme for the different
categories of use that he had volunteered to prepare for MEDUSA Information System. P.
Griffee proposed that FAO finance a visit of M.Skoula to the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, UK,
in order to discuss the possibilities of SEPASAL / MEDUSA Collaboration. This was later
undertaken.

The following FAO documents were provided by P. Griffee for use by MEDUSA to assist in
setting up the Network and newsletter:

REUR Technical Series 26. European System of Cooperative Research Networks in Agriculture
(ESCORENA). Progress Report, 1974-1991. FAO. Regional Office for Europe (REUR). January
1992.

Report of the Ninth Technical Consultation of the Interregional Cooperative Research Network on
Olives. FAO. Hammamet, Tunisia, 20-23 September 1995.

Non-wood News. An information bulletin on Non-Wood Forest Products. FAO, 2. March, 1995.
Non-wood News. An information bulletin on Non-Wood Forest Products. FAQG, 3 March, 1996.

Non-Wood Forest Products, 1, Flavours and fragrances of plant origin. FAO. J.J.W. Coppen. Rome,
1995.

Non-Wood Forest Products, 2, Gum naval stores: turpentine and rosin from pine resin. FAO. Natural
Resources Institute (NRI). J.J.W. Coppen and G.A. Hone. Rome, 1995.

Non-Wood Forest Products, 3, Report of the International Expert Consultation on Non-Wood Forest
Products. FAO. Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 17-27 January 1995. Rome, 1995.

Non-Wood Forest Products, 4, Natural colourants and dyestuffs. A review of production, markets
and development potential. C.L. Green. FAQ. Rome, 1995.

Non-Wood Forest Products, 5, Edible nuts. G.E. Wickens. FAO. Rome,1995.

Non-Wood Forest Products, 6, Gums, resins and latexes of plant origin. J.J.W. Coppen. FAO. Rome,
1995.

Non-Wood Forest Products, 7, Ni on;Wood forest products for rural income and sustainable forestry.
FAO. Rome, 1995

Non-Wood Forest Products, 8, Trade restrictions affecting international trade in non-wood forest
products. M. Igbal. FAO. Rome, 1995

Agroforestry in the Caribbean. FAO. Caribbean Technical cooperation network on Forestry and
related Environmental matters. FAO regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean.
Sheriff Faizool, Robert Keith Ramjohn. Santiago, Chile, 1995.
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Marketing information systems for non-timber forest products. FAO. Edited by Karen Schoonmaker
Fredenberger. Carla Koppel. Rome, 1995.

Income generation from non-wood forest products in upland conservation. FAO conservation guide
30. David A. Taylor. Rome, 1996.

Annual Report, Activities. FAO. Coordination Centre of the FAO European Cooperative Research
Network on Flax. Institute of Natural Fibres. (After 12 November 1994 and in 1995). Prepared
for the FAO Regional Office for Europe, Rome, Italy. Poznan, Poland, January, 1996.

"Modern Flax Processing”, Proceedings of the first workshop of the extraction and processing of
flax working group. Editor in Chief, Prof. Dr. Ryszard Kozlowski. Coordination Centre of the
FAO European Cooperative Research Network on Flax - Institute of Natural Fibres, Poland.
FAO/REUR Regional Office for Burope, Rome, Italy. BOMATEX S.al. Textile Machines,
Bologna, Italy. Poznan, Poland, 15-16 March, 1995.

Euroflax. Newsletter. Information Bulletin of the FAO European Cooperative Research Network on
Flax. Institute of the Natural Fibres-Coordination Centre of the FAQ Network on Flax. Number 1
(5). June, 1996.

Helia Scientific Journal of the FAO Research network on sunflower and the International sunflower
Association. Volume 19. Special Issue. May 1996.

Sesame and Saffiower Newsletter. Editor J. Fernandez Martinez. Published by Institute of
Sustainable Agriculture (IAS), CSIC. Apartado 4084, Cordoba, Spain. No 10. 1995.

Palm oil developments. Palm - Based Products. Volume 23. Palm oil Research Institute of Malaysia.
Ministry of Primary Industries Malaysia. September 1993.

Revue Trimestrielle d’ Informations de Africa Palm. L’ Association Africaine Pour Le Development
du Palmier a Huile. No 4, Janvier-Fevrier-Mars, 1996.

Tea Research Foundation (Central Africa). Quarterly Newsletter. January 1996.

NANMAP, A Bimonthly Newsietter of the Asian Network on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants. No
18. Editor, Narong Chomchalow. FAQ. April 1996.

Amazon Cooperation Treaty. TCA, PRO Tempore Secretariat. Information Bulletin. Lima, Peru,
April 1996.

ICAR NEWS, A Science and Technology Newsletter. Volume 1 No3. July - September 1995.

Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology Monitor. Volume 2, Number 4, 1995. United Nations
Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO). Vienna, 1996

Newsletter, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development ISSN 1013-7386 Number 23.
Winter 1995, :

International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI). Newsletter. For Asia, The Pacific and
Oceania. No. 19. December 1995.

Bulietin Burotrop. No 9. February 1996.

Report of the International Technical Conference on Plant Genetic Resources. Leipzig, Germany,
17-23 June, 1996. FAO, Rome. 1996.
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