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Pignone 
Germplasm 
National Council, l T a Y  

An is on the  situation of in A 
is of the is 

the only active gene bank. 

La  situation de l’activlte !es phytogengtiques en est 
l’activitt5 de le 

lTALY, 

ITALIE, 

plant genetic ltaly 
is point of 

view. As a the is plants 
domesticated many  cultivated  species 

a genetic  ‘uniqueness’  in the of that species et al. 
the ïtaïian of cultivated species (Zeven & 

the continuous is taking place between the 
and  changing  socio-economic conditions putting  at even the 

A to is also  typical of as a 
consequence  in plants may be utilized distinct uses  may  have 
been  developed plants still the wild 

as medicinal plants 1990).  The 
the scientits, but also many 

is not that plant 
this activity  was the and is by 

is not 
fact, lacks a of plant genetic 
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The only  public  institution  specifically  and  institutionally  devoted to 
documentation  and  evaluation of is the del Gemoplasma of the 

( C m )  which is The 
it 80 O00 

40 600 species,  including the 
of wheat  and the of Vicia faba (Leipzig 

The activity of the late 
the of the the activities of the 

given  below. 

to be found at of 
by 

collections still maintain instmce, the la 
@t&UF) of up  of 

in the the 
le 250 accessions of potato,  including 

is also 

has  been an new 
initiatives  have  been sta?ed. of is a new 

of  wild Brassica in Sicily; the 
of is a on of 

of the 

many 
a on the by 

650 was bdongkg to 
some 25 it was asked to 

a potential  economic  impact. The is 
on Lhe availability of genetic -terial and !eve1 of genetic 

the of potentiai  impact,  etc.  Some 200 
a of species  used  as food, 

As a 

of and Diplotais 
is a non-scientific  selection of Diplotais 

being  domesticated  especially  in the a good  example  of  plant  with  wide 
uses: it is widely  used  as a condiment  and  salad  constituent;  local  non-pungent  genotypes used  as 
salad  in  Egypt; it is a oil seed  plan  (Jamba  oil); it is a medicinal  plant as well  as  an 

it Brassicaeae 

is No 
establishes these species  and,  at the 
ecotypes  which  may be a at the of 

a 3,000 samples of populations  and 
to the 

As the 
of is 

of of  woody 
is a difficult task,  since it the living 
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collections of of 
A of accessions of is 

vitro at and 
the  constitution of  new 

vitro 
NGOs  have  small scale si& 
local  clones. 

to the of  wild plants  with  special  attention  to  some 
a focus on the 

of both 

of the last decade many 
of local 

et al. 1996). 

On the the 18 than 10% of 
of 

10" 
is situated.  This and a 

of and is 

an ex out by 
Faculties  and the anci 

The  Nationd seeds it also collects  seeds 
on imtiti?tions for on gen&cs 

1970 a 
to the coflection, evahation and of plant gesetic ïesouïces that would be  cf 

its of about 300 of the 

The is 38 
of the by a Scientific  Council 

by of by the and  five  staff 

collection of of of 
on 

of of 

the the 13 800 accessions of 100 
collecting  missions the 

fields, each  one  with  its 
own 

in 
to the availability of 

to a is able  to  be 
easily  accessed  by the An 
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data of and Vigna. The the activities of the 
of those on 

An the is of seed  samples  to 
To give an idea of the size of this  activity it may be  noted 

the 75 O00 samples  to  institutions all 
The is one of the the a duplicate of the 

durum a 
its the pasta The 6000 samples 

of 20% of this  collection by teams of the 

the 1980's the the of cultivated 
by of 

at wild Brussîcu of the oleruceu 
the et  al. 

has  been  given to wild Gramineue potentially uscfd in As a 
some of the few las: 

of 
assessment of the level of of local 
the assessment of 

The quite both and 
the of 

of the of 

Finally,  within the of the 
by the the is to a aimed at the establishment of a 

and animal ones. This m&n  objective of 
to  establish a11 a database of all 

of action  anticipates  th8t a of this be available by 
mid  1997. 
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AT 

Genus, species or group Approx. no. of samples 

Dactylis  glomerata 

Festuca 120 

Hordeum 2000 

tens culinaris 260 

630 

4100 

Trifolium 

Triticum 

faba 

300 

000 

3700 

Zea mays 600 

Gramineae 6000 

Vegetable crops 

16 O00 

2000 
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