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Head of the Division for Afairs, b Trade of 
Agriculture, Greece  (1988-June 1997), of Administration, 

The 
~ _ . _ _ _ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ 

Union,  Common Agricultural C'. 

of to Community institutions 

a) 

0 A of 

0 of the EU 

0 The  existence the CAP of 

to EU in and not in 
the  capitals of the 

0 with issues that touch on the  domains of 
to a 

b) also assumes a The 

0 

0 

0 

c) upon following 

0 of the 

0 The  level of the 50% of which is  devoted to the  financing of 

and Guidance  Fund (65-70% in the  eighties) 

0 of in the  application of VAT) 

is also  affected  by  Social (employment  etc.) plays 
in of <<Economic  and  Social  Cohesion>> 

is closely  connected with 
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2. The three Communities 

0 (EEC) 

0 and Steel  Community (ECSC) 

(EAEC) 

b)  Up  to 1967 Each Community had its own Council and its own Commission. 

c) of in 1967 to 

d) in this initial stage, the not so as  to 

of (ECSC) and and 

e) The and in 1981, Spain and 

1986) has changed  the and domains of the 

has about changes in 

f) The in 1992, and of 

A of the to establish  a European Union 
the Comunifies), while the Economic Commmity~ is 

by Communiip G). 

3. The basic of the C ~ ~ ~ n z i t y  : 

i) 

ii) Council of 

iv) 

v) The of Justice of 

vi) of 

vii)  Economic and Social  Committee 

viii)  Committee of 

Following the of of a new institution is envisaged (within the 

of the 

and of the EU the 

O 

O 

O 
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in 

and at - Spain. 
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- Lisbon. 

of - Thessaloniki. 

- Copenhagen. 

of - London. 

- London. 

- 

- 

of Living & - 
Office in - Alicante,  Spain. 

- to 

in the EU = 

of the EU issue: 

a) in 

in to 
implement  them. 

b) to 
to 

to of the objectives. 

c) to individuals. 
binding in all 

d) 

to but to 

own the achievement of 

e) Opinions: These but mainly  by  the  Commission  and  the 
Such opinions not  binding upon 

(Summit) 

of of of 

of of 

to at 
officials do not take meetings. 

1974, with the  decision to of 

it was  decided that at least 

23 
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twice in of the  initiative  and 
of 

Authority of the Council: 

0 the 

on issues of of the 

the funding of of the Union etc.). 

0 does E t  take  decisions, it is E t  Council 
of the  Commission  <<appeal>>  to it if they unable  to 

that choices 
political. 

0 (e.g. not of 
of a  Summit 

meeting apdication, exactly  because  its status of 

0 on issues of - among  the 15, with 
infxa-Community  issues. 

W: the 1997) a  decision  was  taken, in the  light of the 
the of a of in of a 

This will at the  level of of 

of of the Union and 
to and linked to it of the 

an of 

in of & 

The of 

This constitutes  the  executive  hand of and it is  the  body  which  takes  the 

final  decisions on 

a) Composition: 

The  body  is  composed of of 
of 

types of of & 

Finance and so on. body, 
of is no votes, 

who of his 

of usually 
of 

24 
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in 

of the  Council,  which  is in attendance upon the 

b) y 

in in 
but not in 

of the  Council of 

This type of h in a  special  session when it 

of one of its of the 

Commission). the  months of in 
of the  Council”). 

The planning of the  meetings  is the at &e beginning of 

month of items in the  Agenda of each  meeting  is 
the  sole  domain of with of of 

to the  Commission  can be included in  fie Agenda,  followimg 

to the  meeting. addition, at the  beginning of 

of the  Agenda, item  can be added, on 
if 

on a  decision). 

The  Agenda is divided into A and B. which  have  been  discussed and at a 
Councill put down in 

A, without  any 
be in 

Once in an of the CounLd  also  takes  place in 

of 
not made at 

at a  political  level. 

d)  Decision-making  procedure 

of the to 

in taken by  a  qualified 

that 
in to include 
& social funds 

& technology  development). 

Commission, 

most usually the  ”Special  Committee of with the  making 

of so that a decision at a 
SCA of ad hoc 

25 
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of 
with the  Commission  mainly  examine  the 

technical  aspects of of 
to decide. Then, it is the  Council a  body that can 

adopt it 

of 

: 10votes eachx4 = 40 

Spain : 8  votes = 8  

: 5  votes  each X 4 = 20 

4votes eachx2 = 8 

3 votes eachx3 = 9 

2 votes = 2  

Total  (unanimity) = 87  votes 

The  weighting of on the  basis of 
on the  basis of .of votes dotted to each 

all  the in of with a 

small  population. 

with of last 
70 % of (62 votes  as  against 54 to 1995), 

01: the  assumption that the decision  is  taken on made by  the  Commission. 

Without a by the Commission, unanimity 

Consequently, in to 26 23 votes 
to a  decision  by 

of to 25 votes, the 

adopted 1994  is until, 
consultations, it at will to at least 65 votes. 

it is that 

taking  a  decision. 

should  be  noted that of 

not to the 
Single  Act of  1985, opinion of 

this, of 
the of in a co-decision which a of 

that of  “Veto” on issues  is not 

on the  basis of 1967 (known 
the possibility  to  invoke  “a  vital  national 

on the  basis of which  the  Council is obliged to in an 

26 
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attempt to find  a  solution. not 

the  invocation of “vital  national is not binding upon the  Council. 

1985, in with a  scant  use of 

e) Bodies concerned with the  preparation of the  Council 

in its  national  delegation.  The  heads 
of 

body  called  ”The  Committee of the aim of which  is 

on a  weekly  basis  and  is  divided  into two bodies: 

* ( with of 

of 

* of 

decisions and 

by: 

* (SCA). This  body  also  meets  weekly  and  consists 
of of 

deals  with all to the Typically, it 
but is  actually an independent  body. 

The  main  task of and SCA that only  the  issues of 

at of at 

SCA in a  special list of 
of the  Council,  without  discussion  (section “A” of the  Agenda). 

on of a Council  is 

of 
meet  on an ad of 

of at all 
levels. to of Council 

Groups of the Coundl 

* Committee of 113. 

This deals  with  issues of in as 
well 

* hance) 

27 
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* examines  the  financial  consequences of 

to the and the  SCA. 

of system”  by  the  Commission. (This is a 

in of “financial  discipline”, in a 
the limit of 

of - FEOGA (both in 
line by of it with  the of 

it 

the  Commission to if it of 

one  line it 
the it with a  view  to the 

of the  budget in 

0 the 

examines the  financial  implications of all the 

Council. 

As an staff of 15,000, of the Union’s 

in divided into 26 with about 15 
to a who  has  the  political  and 

of the 

a) Composition the Body 

The  “College of in total, by 20 two 

and Spain, of the 
10 of office of 5 

the all 

completely  independent of to act  only in of the 

Union. 

in 

by of at of 
the  Commission nominated  by  the 15 in consultation  with  the  incoming 

28 
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of the ”College”,  the  election of 
time, duties and topic allocated to the to of 

to conduct its full 
Commission  has to be its 

the 

of which  justifies  a 

and assigned  to 

of the is the main  one 
which  deals with the the 

b) Authority 

of the  Commission is 

1. of the 

The  Commission of the EU and 
functioning of the it of the 

of the and 

0 The  Commission is Any of is by Commission  action, 
including at the 

the violation  made  by a 
on own initiative by: 

- 
- 

- 

summons the submit its within a 

in justified  opinion, with which  the 

is obliged  to  comply  within a fixed  time-limit. 

of the  time-limit and in a  case of non-compliance,  the  Commission  may  send  the 

of the and the  Union 

e.g. in 1987 - 572 cases of 

- 192 

- 61 to the 

of and h and 

of the of the violations 

2. and 

29 
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of the to 
the  Commission. addition,  the  Council of to it, in 

to the implementation of taken on the basis of the (Acquis). Since 
1988, this to 

As the  executive hand of the Union, the Commission: 

0 to of the it 

which fill in the  details of about 4,000 applicable 
of with the  Common 

0 cases, it the of the 

of special to individual 
of public/national of 

applying the  clauses of the on its own a 

it to 

dumping by 

on 

0 and of time, it may 
to to make  concessions 

the management of such  exceptions  has  been  placed in the  hands of  the 
Commission.  The also  has the to case to the 

amendment of the of 

manages the Union’s  Funds: 

* which  today  continues to 50% of the  total 

budget 

* 

* Social  Fund  (ESF) 

* the  implementation of the Lome  Convention. 

0 negotiates and with of 
and the Union in to 

guidelines  given by the  Council. 

3. of Legislation 

This is of 

of the  Union  begins with 
without such a this 

0 upon which the 

0 Takes the initiative in putting 

30 
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out be applied by the EU, in with 

o To 

0 To & 

e To of in the EU 

c) The machine of the Commission 

The that that 

with 

(1987) the  codification of the  system of committees  was  envisaged 
(comitology). 

of committees of the  Commission,  which  convene 
an invitation of 

Committees ("S) 

These of in 1962, 
of of by a 

sugar, dairy in 
as of 

of the 

The task of is to give an to 

take, 

Specifically,  the  following 

* 62 a = 

* 62  votes  against = 

* of votes = blank = non-opinion 

of is definitive cannot  be  the 

object of an appeal to the  Council. case of to the 
Council,  which  may,  within  one  month,  amend  the  decision of the  Commission. the  iime-limit 

that it 

of votes  against  itself  (given  that,  as a in 

out of  2,089 voting  held, 1,925 
and an 

350-400 meetings 

about 

31 
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2. 

These in almost  the  same way as  the 
so that and tendencies  can  be 

but not binding on the  Commission. 

A of these  committees is to assist  the  Commission in the  management of 
(e.g. EAGGF/FEOGA Committee,  Standing  Committee on 

a month. 

to of also sent to  the 
Advisoly  Committees. 

Within  the  domain of is, also, to be  followed 

type of committee). means  of an 
an to of 
application of and have an 
immediate  validity. such cases, the  Council  has  to  give its assent  to  the  decisions  taken  within 

of 

3. Committees 

These of in of 
the Common of legislation on plant and animal 

and 

“S, but 

possibilities of appeal to the  Council. 

Specifically, if the  Commission  does not it is  obliged to submit  its 
to the  Council, on the  basis of of a  qualified 

but within the ‘ t h e  limit  passes 
without  action, the Commission  can  publish  its own decision on the  issue. the  same  token, in 

a the of 

but 
is obliged to 

Since  1979, of the 

370 million  citizens of the EU, 

a) Composition 

Following of the Community, of 626 elected 

who of 

32 
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99 

: 3 = 261 

Spain 

31 

: 25 3 = 75 

Sweden 22 

21 

: 2 = 32 

15 

6 

Total:  626 

and not national groups. 
20 within its of the Union’s 
activities,  as  follows: 

1. and 

2. and 

4. and 

5. and Technology 

and 

8. Social Affairs, Employment and 

9. and with and 

10. and 

11. and 

Youth, Education and the 

14. and 

17. of of and 

18. Women’s 

33 
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19. 

20. 

b) 

did of 
(1957) gave it to 

Council of to (1987), 
of decision  with  the  Council in of 

in its 
in which at of the 

Commission the  Council of 

of 
en 

2. a close  examination of the  many  monthly  and  annual 

vigilance to the of Community 

The  Commission  is  accountable only 

of put to the 
at ”Question  Time” 

sessions  and at meetings of 

3. takes into account  the of of a 

of 

of on in the  development of 

in the  ’Question 
Time”. 

Lep;islative 

a) The consultation procedure 
This 

things) 

When  the  Commission puts it is  obliged to seek 

the  same  token,  the  Council  is  not  bound  by  the 
contents of 

34 
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b)  The co-operation  procedure (Commission - Council - of 

On the  basis of this, of This 

in items of of legislation,  a  subject 
which  also affects in & food  health,  plant & 

& social 

& development  etc. 

The two in 

but 

unanimiv. 
c) The Co-decision  procedure, established by 

of this 
equally  with  the  Council. A so-called conciliation  committee (made up of of 

of of the  Council)  seeks a that both  bodies  can 

The to of issues,  especially 

in the  case of 
not 43, 

in 

to make up committees of This means that of the 
can  be  placed 

5) 

Community 

since it 
initid of the  Commission  and  the 

it can adopt OP 

budget is 
of Community legislation).  The 

they do not mount of 
in the  guideline,  except when with 

On ESF, 
in close  co- 

with the Council, not only  on  the  amendment of but also on 

in its  volume (within limit). 
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v). The Court Jus€ice the 

of the is to the to that the law is 
in the and application of the in of the  activities 

of  the  Union. 

a) Composition 

of Justice is composed of 15 and 9 
appointed of the 

and of office is 6 

The judges  elect the of the of 3 
the of the at and 

The  task of the is independent and opinions  on cases 

b) Jurisdiction 

acts in the  following two types of cases: 

0 Those with of Community  law 

0 with of the  Community  Acts, 

and a by of Justice  may  give 
its on my law in a judgement to be  made. 

the second  case, it 

with to 

the legality of of Community  law. 

both cases, the on of Community  Law.  Within this 
of Justice  may: 

0 m act of the is 

incompatible with 

o Give an of Community  acts in an 

question 

The  decisions of aIl 

States, and individuals, and 

W. Court of Auditors 

The of is to be 

that the Union spends its to its and 

36 
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and it is  intended. that and accounting 

The of is composed of 15 
the and of office lasts 6 

with the following: 

a) Obligato y consultation (articles 209 ¿3 183 

gives its on 

0 On 

0 On methods by budget on the  methods  used  to 

o On of 

b) 

a of the Commission  includes  items wi& the budget 
Commission may the Council that consultation  is  made 

with the of 

speaking,  the of 

o Audits  the  accounts of al l  the  Community  institutions 

Examines the of and and 

0 audits of the  actions funded by the 
1 

of this is composed of 
social and 222 

the 

: 24 

Spain : 21 

12 

: 

: 6 

to the is obliged to give opinion to 
Commission on 1972, the  Committee  has had the 

to  give its view on any of 
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The Committee of 

The was of the 

States to and in the  development and implementation of EU 

policies on that is composed of 222 
the local and 

an 

& upland land use  planning, 
& & 

The Bank 

This  is  the EU’S loam 
economic  development and The  loans go to objectives, 

e The of in the  less 

The of and the  quality o€ life 

0 The of 

loans to of the Lomé  Convention). 

Act, of 

of the  Commission. 

of the  Commission. 
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