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ON 

OF ON 

and 

ofAgrìcu2ture, Athens, Greece 

Agriculture, Trade  agreements,  Agricultural policy 

(GATT - WTQ) 

1.1. Basic and 

on (GATT) and 

(WTQ) on 

a) of 

is one of 
of in to is 

GATT# as well  as  each W O  is 
with to customs 

duties and any on to of the 
into its of 

is backed up by 
in of the GATT. 

of Nat iod  

The of the GATT) complements that of non- . 

this to the GATT as  well  as W O  
are is no 

to and 
than that to of the  same kind of 

c) The of 

The is contained in biz. of the GATT, entitled 

negotiations", and it negotiations 
take  place. has both an economic and a political  aspect. 

The  economic aspect of is based on balance of payments  and 
any 

of will an in 
of a deficit on the  one hand and 
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on due 

that the 
not  expected to expand the of of 

of of such the  one that up to 1973, 

any deficit  could be to the  imposition of exceptional 
of the GATT of payments, and at 

the abuse of 
of 

in 1973, and of 

of 
those  aspects of of 

although  some  may that any imbalances in of 
thus 

The  political aspect of 
conclusion of that 

that to the 
is of and 

supposed to gain of and 
adopted, and to 
lose out 
development of coalitions in of at national  level. 

d) of 

This  is  contained in of the GATT and W O  in GATT 
of 

which  states that concessions by cannot be 
without negotiations on compensation with its 

and 

of 

Exceptions from 

We can  distinguish two of exceptions. 

The those  dispositions that 

to 
the 

the  establishment customs unions )o, 
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clause and in of on 
and GATT d e s  

to XXI). 

that 
and of these  is to flexible 

implementation of GATT  basic in that 

to  take  additional on 

in to: 

Offset dumping and that to  domestic 
W O  on the  implementation of 

of W O  on 

of the GATT) 

an in 

plant 
supply of supply XX, WTO 

on san i ta ry  

an obligation  imposed  upon a 
XXV). 

2. W E  GATT 

2.1. Specific  Exceptions in Favour of  Agriculture 

GATT applied to it 

to the  disciplines  imposed  upon 

on XXV of the 
GATT, to in of 
implementation of the GATT. 

The two to the effective 
implementation of the 

namely  the  exception of of the  use of 
of the GATT) and in of the GATT in 

subsidies, and of the use of 

X ,  2c established a linkage between the of of 

on the one  hand and the  imposition of to 
of on the 

of at of domestically 
b) at any case, 
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should not of and of the 
in in 

the  absence of 

fact  the  exceptions in 

so that in 

and in of 
not the discipline of 

1 of GATT 
of that such 

subsidies  would not of 
when  a  case of 

subsidy  was not obliged to cease  subsidization, but into consultations with 
in of limiting  subsidization. 

of 3 of 
to on condition that they 

of the  meaning 
of to in due to  the 

dynamic of and of 
and that affect 

fully within the GATT in a 

that goods, 
was s i ~ c a n u y  

a)  The latent and in 
and implementation of this context,  only 

takn into of 

of opted to deviate 
it 

the  abuse of 

2.2. From  the 1982 GATT Act 

1982 

of the of 

of negotiations known 

it that be  one  of the 
not the in the  envisaged negotiations.  At that time; the 

that the  existing GATT not 

1 The only exceptions  were  those of textiles and  clothing  which  were totally excluded the GATT discipline thrsugh the Fibre 
Agreement (WA). 
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to in any in 
once  they had 

in 1982, aim was  to  find ways 
and and effective so as  to 

of 
of the  Committee on two levels: 

1) That of the focus  was to all 
the  discipline of of commitments  on  minimum  access 

b) That of two 

been put by the USA of 
of 

and of 
of the  notion of all 

the situation in of changed 
dairy 

sugar) of in the  volume 
of siignifisantly, 4.5% in 1970-80 to 1985 and to 

-1% in 19864.  The  cost of 
ficm 29% in 1989-81 to 50% in 19875. 

The of to be the  main  cause of 

at due to to isolate  domestic 
in 

that had had  stimulated  the  intensification of 
and of of 

dumped 
in in 

of in many  cases  the 
intensification of 
focus to 

of so that be 
fully 

This link with is to in the 

del of negotiations, 
it 

GATT (1985), “GATT Activities  1985”,  Geneva. 
FAO (1990),  “The State of UN, New York 
GATT (1987), 

(1987),  ‘National  Policies and 
of 

‘Wew  Protectionism  and Attempts Tangemann (1989) of 
Agricultural  Policy  Adjustments” Eur. of Agr.  Econ.  15. 
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l ”Negotiations  shall aim to of in and 

access and and 

GATT and disciplines”. 

to be the discipline  on  the 

use of and 
of and 

with 

had been  exp-  lessed in 

the in 1987. 
objective of 

and of by means,  the 

L of this will about 

will in addition, it is  indicated that 
income be sought than 

of 

The in 1987 and with the so called 

at in this stage, an 
of The  USA 

of all domestic within of ten 

that do not in 
of the Cairns that of the USA’. The 

put at 
of of 

in aim was  to  achieve 

of coupled with of 
of decoupled  payments  to 

compensate  income  losses. 

at Geneva in and 

put 

had at of and 

and that and 

of of at 

1990 the USA put 
main  elements of of by  90% 

within of of 

equivalents by also within with of 
minimum  access  commitments,  the  distinction of domestic into decoupled 

GATT (1987), 33S/1985-86, Geneva. 
(1987), - Press  Communique’  Paris. 

Group of 14 developed  and  developing  countries who described  themselves fair  traders. 

8 

10 GATT (1989) Final Agreement  at  Geneva”  ,Geneva. 

I 
I 
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and of domestic non-decoupled 

75% of 
The this On the 

EU insisted  on its of globality (e.g. no 
but of domestic and  in 

a 30% of the 
10% 

within of al l  

acceptance of This of views  between  the 
a in the  collapse of 

1990. 

the of GATT at 
of had on the of 

competition)  as  outlined in the USA but with mu& 

and tariff with 1986-90  levels, a of access of 5%, a 
36% in volume o€ 

with 1986-90  levels, and a 20% the 
1986-88  levels,  excluding  decoupled EU 

this it was this final 

EU once again to its with the aim of 
checking of the In 1992 

the 
of the based upon the  combination of 

to with supply (set-aside, 
extensification) and of aid income 
losses the the  emphasis had 

that to 

tenktive plan by in 
and this opened up the  possibility of at 

EU and  the 
USA This 

of modifications into of 

a) 

basis. 
the 

up to at least up 2000. 

the 

of the  initial 24% in of 

l 
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c) that will not be 
GATT, 

the  last  minutes of the  negotiations at Geneva 

obtain the final 

a)  The EU method of had 

b)  The  ”peace  clause” had 

c) of in 
of had 

3. “€E 

A of the of the AOA 

The in of 
in the 

evolution of 

e that impose  discipline  on  both policies  as  well  as  on 
domestic of 

and policies: 

0 4, 5 of the AOA)13, in the 

e support 6, Annexes 2, 3 of the AOA), i.e. the concessions 
contained in the  level of 
implemented  to 

e 3.3, S, ,lo, 11 of the AOA),  i.e. and concessions 
sontained in to the  subsidization of 

Tables 3.1.1.,  3.1.2., and 3.1.3., of the AOA in each of the 

to above. 

11 
The fish  and fish well of 

(HS) - fish Codes:  2905.43, 
2905.44,33.01,35.01 to35,05,3809.10,3823.60,41,01 to41,03,43.01,50.01 to  50.03,51.01 to 51.03,52.01 to 52.03,53.01,53.02. 

a afthe AOA see (1993) Une  Nouvel 
- 

S. (1994)  “An  Assessment of the on 
and the 

the , 
of of the the , - 

J. the Vol. 21, No. 4/5, Sept./Nov.  1996, 

l3 also contained in the text known for the  Establishment of 
the 
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Table 3.1.1. 

Sununary of the of the  AOA in the  Area of 

Commitments 

Access 

1995 - 2000 

1986 - 1988 

a) 

customs duties in of 
equivalents,  based  on  the 

1986- 
88 (pi) and 

TEj = 

@ij - PW~). 

b) of all 

c) No of, 
to, any 

and 
equivalents  have  to be 
36% 
with  a minimum 15% 

out 
in equal  instalments the 

to maintain 

access,  including  existing 

if 

in excess of 

access  commitments 
the Any 
in access should 

Countries1 

1995 - 2004 

1986 - 1988 

All have to 

to the base 
of the 

the o€ 

b) of 

c) No of, 
to, any 

equivalents  have to 

by 24% 
with a minimum 10% 

be out in equal 
instalments the 

including  existing 

if 

in excess of minimum  access 
commitments the base 

in 

21 1 
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Access 

Special 

Clause 

be on  a 
basis. 

of which in the 

access 
on an 

3% of 

domestic  consumption in 
of implementation (1995), 

in 2000. The  in-quota 

be equal  to  the 
32% of the applicable 

be  established at the 4 digit level 
of 

commodities,  specifically 
designated in 

schedules.  Additional  duties  may 
be  imposed in the case of 

of 

access should  be on a 

basis. 

of which in the base 

mhimum 

establish  minimum  access 
cn an 

basis, 
1% of the base 

in 

of implementation 
(1995), 2% in 1999 and 

4% in 2004. 
to the 32% 

of the 

established at the digit level of 

commodities,  specifically 

designated in 

schedules.  Additional  duties 

may  be  imposed in the case of an 

of on an 

1. but 
and  may not 1986-88  level. 

Source: GATT, Final Act embodying  the  results of of 

Agreement on Agriculture. 

2 12 
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Table 3.1.2. 

Summary of the Provisions of the AOA the Area of Support 

of 

1995 - 2000 

1986 - 1988 

and any 

in 

the 
in a non- 

if the is 
specific. 

to be 

made equal installments 

the  implementation 

The due 
(peace  clause)  implicitly 

box in 

the calculation,  plus 

should  not exceed 

that ín 

of 1992. 

not 

in 

due 

Countries1 

1995 - 2004 

1986 - 1988 

and any 

in 

specific 
if the 

in a non- 
specific 
the is 
specific. 

to be by 
% . 

be  made equal 
installments &e 

The due 
(peace  clause)  implicitly 

the 
box in 

the calculation,  plus 
the box 

should not exceed 

that in 
of 1992. 

the 
calcdations and not 
subject to 

in 

calculations the due 

- 
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Clause 

Box). 

a) specific 
which  does  not  exceed 5% 
of the  total  value of the 

AMS 
commitments. 

b) 
which  does not 

exceed 5% of the  value of 
total 

commitments. 

decouphg 
Table 3.2.2.1). 

a) 
which  does not exceed 10% 
of the  total  value of the 

commitments. 

which  does  not 
exceed 10% of the  value of 

also excluded 

commitments. 

Table 3.2.2.1)z. 

1. The do not  have to make any to but  cannot 
TAW. 

2. aid for 

of in box. 

GATT, Final Act embodying the results of the of : 

Agreement  on  Agriculture. 
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Table 

of the Provisions of the AOA in the of Export Competition 

of 

Subsidies 

to 

of 

1995/96 - 2000/2001 

1986 - 2990 

not specified in 

of 

public  stocks at subsidized 
of 
of 

self- 

if 
based on public  action, 

into 

a) 

To 36% 

b)  Subsidized  Quantities 

To 21% 

in 
equal  annual installments 

on  a  commodity-specific 
basis.  Limited  flexibility  is 

allowed at 
the  second to the 
of the  implementation 

final 
full 

compliance. tf: 

Food  aid  should not be  tied, 

Countries 

1995/96 - 2004/2005 

1986 - 1990 

not specified in 

disposal of 

public  stocks at subsidized 

of 

based on public  action, 
subsidies on 

to 

a) 

To 24% 

b)  Subsidized  Quantities 

To 14% 

in 

equal installments 
on a commodity-specific 
basis.  Limited  flexibility is 

dowed at 
the  second to the fifth 
of the  implementation 

find 

full 
compliance. 
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and 
out in 

FAO 
of 

addition 

developed. 

GATT, Final Act, embodying  the  results of the Uruguay of Trade 
on Agriculture. 

Polisies and Trade 

3.2.1. Assessments 

Following the  conclusion of 
to 

assess  the  impact of &e A O A ~ ~ .  

All 

(a)  Analyses of try to make a  global  evaluation of on 

conclusion of those  analyses  may be of of 
achieved is limited, but of is it 

GATT 

(b) Quantitative  analyses  which try to evaluate  specific  aspects of 
the that 

not  expected to flows and of 
in this. 

tariff at than the  actual  ones in the 

in to so-called 

l4 to attempts to assess  the  effects of of 
of of those  studies  see  Goldin O. (1990) 

‘1 5 
see Tangemaun S. ,(1994) “An Assessment of the System: 

(1994) “Un  Nouveau  GATT? Les 
(1994) op cit. 

see hgco (1995) Step on ‘The 
1995; (1995) the 

216 
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to apply, in the  case of  ccsensitiven minimum allowable 

(c) Quantitative  analyses of to evaluate  the  effects of commitments 
on  the  level and stability of 

flows17. of the  evaluations, due to 

of of 
follows: 

* is not expected to in the 
is expected that commitments on minimum  access will 

only. 

* Commitments on due not expected to any 
significant  influence in the 

* only and especially 
commitments on 

* to in which would 
without the  existence of 

* No substantial  influence ,on the  volume of is expected. On it is 
expected that a of flows will take place. W. Japan 
expected to net N. 
Oceania gaim. 

(d) Quantitative  analyses  which, in of to  make  a 
global evaluation of the effects of and of the view 
point of 

that inevitably 
as follows: 

on of view,  constitutes  one of the 
most of its implementation is expected  to  lead 
to  significant  benefits at to be 

in in the USA, EU 

and  especially net to due on subsidies in 

the USA and W. 

of is that sense 

it is not expected  to  have  any 
significant  influence on will be shifts in flows  as  well  as in 

of the and of 

l7 see (1994) of the Agreement on and  CEECs”,  Paper 
on EastlWest on Agriculture, FAO (1995) of the on 

(1995) “The  Agricultural  Outlook  1995-2000” 

“Goldin (1995) ‘The An Assessment of Economywide and 
Conference op. cit., T., (1995) Conference op. cit. 

* 
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is in that it contains 
of policy mix. 

3.2.2. for Domestic Support 

of : 

These to 

level of and 
hand,  and  on  the  competition  level of on 

and  secondly  to  the  obligation that of the ccpeace  clausen, the  annual 
that is 

does  not  exceed  the  level of 1992 

As 

and this aspect  is  expected  to  have  significant  consequences in 

of to is expected to 

on the  domestic 

is that constitute  the 
Box>> (decoupled) and the  box^ 

those that Box>> (non-decoupled),  and 

and the dhmuny Support 

The  distinction mon-decoupledn and ccdummy-decoupled>>  domestic 

of and it constitutes  a  basic 

innovation  which  influences policy  making  by  appointing  the ccdecoupledn and 

and policies that 

minimum  effect on to 6, those 

13 on adue 
known as  the  <<peace  clausen,  those  domestic that 

of Annex 2 of this of 

shall be 

actions  based of the  benefits of 

Annex 2 of 
and policies is 

218 
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to that 

(a)  The tax exemptions)  should  be  financed  by the national  budget 
and not to 

(b) The in question shall not have of 
3.2.2.1. 

m d  policies. 

According to Annex 2, point 5, the  level of support  for year  after  the base period  should  not  be  related : the kind  or  volume of 
production,  domestic or international  prices, or the  factors of production. 
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& 

1.  General  Services 

~ 

2. Public stockholding for 
food security  purposes 

3. food 

4. to 

producers 

5. income support 

6. net 

Specific decoupling criteria 

No to 
included 

of 
subsidies to costs, 

The  volume and accumulation of such  stocks  shall 

to 
at 

shall be in the 
of of food the of 

means to allow 

at 

The amount of payment in not be 

to 
of 

of above.  Eligibility  is by 
such as  the  income,  status of 

in a  defined 
and 

An income loss exceeding 30% of 
in 3- 

70% of the  loss.  The 
to income. Total amount 

220 
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for 
natural disasters 

8. 

9. 

10. aid 
~~ 

11. under 

(income  losses and 
than 100% of the  total loss. 

of Loss exceeding 
30% of in 

to losses of: income, 
livestock, land 

with (6) above} than 100% 
of the  total  loss. 

upon of land 
a minimum of 3 

not 
to the quantity of 

No specification 
of 

not to type volume of 
units), 

not 
to 

of the  investment. 

Eligibility  dependent on the fulfihent of specific 

methods inputs. The amount of payment shall be 
limited to costs loss of income  involved. 

of 
not to the  type,  volume of 

to to 

of income. 

GATT, Final Act embodying the results of the of 
2 

to of 6, and 5, decoupled 

(blue box) also excluded any to 
6, 5) in connection with the 

22 1 
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amount of 13, due 
GATT the  Subsidies 

of the benefits 
of the imposition of 

if and second 
cases  come 
<<dummy  decoupled>>  payments exceeds  the  level of which  was  decided 1992. 

Table 3.2.2.2. &ntuny policies. 

Type of 

Non-decoupled  payments  specific to 5% of the 
of 

Non-decouplecl  payments, non 
the  value of 

not exceed 5% of 1 

in each 

2.1. on fixed and 
85% of the 

base  level of 

l 

Livestock a fixed 
of head. 

Source: GATT, Fina2 Act embodying  the  results of of 
Agreement on Agriculture. 

The  concept of 
on what,  how  much  and  how  they will 

of in 

This a of calculate 

commitments on 

3.3.2. The Concept 

Following 
of has been adopted as  a  means 

to  quanbfy  the  levels of an4 
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1 the, AOA, the is  defined  as  "the  annual  level of 

h an in of of the  basic 
in of 

in that qualify  as  exempt 
Annex 2 of 

of the not 
of is to l(d) of the AOA the 

is  defined as "the  annual  level of in to 
of of 

calculation of which in with  the Alivls 
that qualify as 2 of 

As Annex 2 of the AOA contains a detailed,  non-exhaustive list of 
if in with the 

to be  non- minimally 
and 6 of the AOA two additional 
exemptions the which 

to  less  than 5% of the  value of of 
which to  less  than 5% of &e total value of a country's 

if such 
of 

of up to 85% of the  base  level of so-called 
"blue  box''). 

in the is given  to the 

non- 
specific 

in the 

This is 
1986-88 

multiplying it by the  quantity of to 

Obviously,  the aim of 

of exchange and 

of 

policies  to  be  taken  into  account  to a 

on 
by 

it by the  quantify of 

20 Annexes 3 and 4 of the AOA specify the method which  is to be  used to calculate indicators  for  each  individual  product 
well for  the indicator  relating to product-specific  support. 
21 The fixed  extemal  reference  price  shall  generally  be  the  average 1986-88 price  for  a  net  exporting and  the  average price 
for  a net importing  one. 
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if based 
than 

c) in Costs to calculate  the 
value of 

i = P d  = Pw = Q, = 

= 

payments, Li = 

4. 

4.1. The Agreement 

The Sanitary 

is based on the GATT XXb of the 
Code. aim  is to in of 

of human, plant and wild fauna, with the  least 
possible 

of cadopt 
plant that these 

not applied in of 

The  notion of 

on 
and 

to 

WTO S E  

if 3, 
to follow of through 
of 

that and evidence. 
is insufficient, a adopt 

on the  basis of to 

and 
within of 
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The point about  the is that with the it 
of goes  beyond  the and 

quality of the in which  a is 

4.2. The TBT Agreement 

Until  the  conclusion of of 
technical Tokyo 

on XXb and it 
of 

to Xxb, it to that no  county should 
be of its 

human, animal plant €he 

The at ensuring in 

and  application of and and 
but some and the  notion of least 

of 

One of the  main  issues of the is of of 

s h d a r d s  and the highest  level of 

is difficult to achieve  because of 
and levels of in 

allowing to if they 
to achieve a 

in the 
extension 

with which 
compliance is also with 

* A a that or a 
body, while is it is usually imposed to or animal  health or the 
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4.3. The on Subsidies and 

and (S") 

the Tokyo in of a Code, with the aim of and complementing 

the GATT , 

what was  the  case in the GATT  1947 as.well  as in the  1979 Tokyo 

the  disciplines of AOA. 
includes of subsidies,  the 
non-actionable,  the  actionable and 

GATT to 
actions of nullification.  They  include all non-specific  subsidies  i.e.  those that do not 

a of but in m d  
in specific  subsidies that the 

within the of a in of a of 
development, and (c) assistance to of existing  facilities to meet  new 

by in 

and  financial 

that but may, cause 
to and nullification 

that (a) 
and 

analysis. 
investigation  include (a) on Subsidies and 

of (b) the  extent to 
which W O  that could  be 
and (c) the  use of in 

2, point 12. 

of by 
of to 

of 
on sustainable  development,  as in of 

4.4. The on of ("RE'S) 

7, the aim of is and 

that of technological  innovation  and  to 

of and 

~ 
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technological  knowledge  and in to and to  a 
balance of and obligations". 

to 8 that ( ~ )  
to in of 

vital to socio-economic and  technological  development" and (b) "need  to 
of to 

of technology". 

and scope of 1 that but 
own 

by that not of 

The  successful  conclusion of of 
in of to 

level of of This is expected to boost 
investment in new technologies, including  those  which  can  be  beneficial to 

The 
against  the use of to 

27 of that WTO 

be in 
animal and plant to 

patentabsty may  also  include  plants and animals 
than of plants  and 

animals. plant effective sui 
system. 

Alongside  the in the WTO, the issue of 
in of 

of, 16 of 
16.5 states that that 

an influence  on  the  implementation of this  Convention, 
in in 

that of, and do not its 
16.2 of the that of and access  to  technology  shall  be 

and 
of 

it is to 
of and 

While  it  is  governments  which  have  subscribed to the  obligations  under  the  Convention on of the  relevant 
technology  and  related  intellectual  property  rights  which  could be transferred to developing  countries  in  order  to solve the  problems 
addressed by the  Convention  resides withii is therefore  worth  considering  how involve  the  private  sector  efficiently 
in  order address  the issues  which  arise,  taking also into account  the  supportive  role  that  the  governments of industrialized  countries  have 
to play  in  particular  in  the  fnunework of their  development  co-operation  programmes. 
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be in 

by the within the is 
in 

taking also into that of 
in of 

5. 

of be  excessively  lengthy  and 

and 20  of 

of of 
will be initiated in 1999. 

that 
which is that of 

Among will be on 
of minimum access in 

that of 
it I s  of of 

in this high  deviation. 

also expected  to  gain  attention if 
expanded  use it the 

it is expected that in will be 
discussed,  aimed at that 
the EU) on the  volume of will in 

this issue is expected  to  be  tough. 

is it is  not only its that will be at 
of of 

* of 

* of decoupled  payments and of 

* The  existence of income that 
addition to 

issues,  the to become a main issue  in 

is today put of in 
and is 

that and policies 
in and quality, and 

24 this  fiamework,  it is expected  that  the  issue of EU “entry  prices” for h i t s  and vegetables will be  discussed in relation to its 
compatibility  with  the  Agreement. 

228 

CIHEAM - Options Mediterraneennes



those  who  insist that link between 
and that to both an economically 

and ecologically  optimal  allocation of if of 

fact,  the  effects of on that cannot 
th is  in 

of it 
flows. This so in a 

of in 
in and a  loss of 

will be 
be applied (e.g. bans on 
the methods of of the said 

will have to with 

that 
policies.  The aim will be  to  examine how full implementation of commitments  has  the 
potential to both 

The  basis along the  lines of of 
("E), at W O  in 

1996. 

Among "E following be at the 
of negotiations: 

* WTO will include to of GATT 
XX, of "E). 

* The and WTO 
XX, 

and  the 

* WTO and the and application 
the on 

possible effects of eco-labelling 
schemes, of the  Code of in the 

of eco-labelling  schemes). 

* of <<common but 

de minimis clause). 
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GATT 

1949  Annecy 13 

1956  Geneva 26 

1961 

1964- and Anti-dumping 
1967 

1979 "sode" 

1986-  Geneva 
1993 GATT 

dispute settlement, 

estab l ishat  of W O  etc. 
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