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' 

USE 
OF 

Slikkerveer, 

of 
The 

we the aim  of the in its  leaflet (1995) as: 'The 
identification of native mtwaiised pZants of the ...: 
specification of of utilisation,  such as the use of foods, 

as well gene 
the delineation of of 

medicines, completed - as - 
of 'cosmetic  use' (d. 1997). 

in  local plant 
objectives that  seek eo encompass the  study  and analysis of plant  species  within the local socio- 

context of the communities  involved, the conventional 
go beyond the of  local plant-  and 

an 
of of wild 

plants  as a of between 'local' or 'indigenous'  and 'global' 'cosmopolitan' 
knowledge  systems:  an as the 'new' ethnoscience (4 

& 1995). 

As such, the objectives  do not only  link up the of 
but also with the the 

of viable 
to existing  use of  wild food  and non-food plants in the 

of the newly-developing  field of 
Sys terns (Em) . 
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is well-documented that of knowledge  and developed in the 
the knowledge  systems 

and - as the case was with many  indigenous peoples in the colonies - heavy 
of and extinction (4 

with the of many plant species zone of 
and into  the at  that  time,  the initial success of cash 

in a - if - position. was only 
that  such  high-input food plants with show a 

in yields while  financial  and costs to  maintain these  systems 
began to this to what is  now  called the 'Food in 

while in Asia, the initially had led 
yields in the effects of and of now 
equally leading to  such a  decline that goes hand in  hand with 

While the solutions was made,  accumulating  evidence was 
that of - that  did  not  implement extension the 

top' but  sought  to the bottom' - made an to and  adopt the local 
point of view and develop successfully as in 
mode. was these units  that not only put indigenous 

knowledge  and methods  into but also on a subsistence basis 
that gives to  the maintenance of the objective of 

accumulation of local have 
to  be and sustainable than  most global, 

schemes & 

light of such  disappointing of systems, a 
of  global and local knowledge  systems along with the of 'sustainability' has 

to the changing attitudes and  values 
knowledge systems in a positive sense in  many of the human society (Jiggins 1989, 

So, by the  end of the 1970's, such developed initially in the  health 
the of the  concept of 

in Alma  Ata 1978), the position of  local 
medical systems  that the use of  medicinal plants, was not only 

new of was of the 1980's, 
this of was  soon  followed  in the of and 

the knowledge and of  local and  indigenous  communities was 
into development A  well-known  combination of sustainable 

- initially by indigenous  knowledge  systems of small in 
South - sound methods  has led to the development of 

in  many 1987). 
as Cashman  1989 notes, the position  in had  become 

as and food needs on less and less - often 
- plant species, and a the 

in 
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USE OF 

decades, the  concept of 'use' of and often 
evoked a negative  connotation of exploitation, depletion  and  even 
ultimate  extinction of an  opinion that was 
in in the developing in management  and 

attention is the concept of as a 
means  to  extend development  to the utilisation of in a 
mode 1992; 1995; FAO Global of Action 1996). of the 

the declining on a global scale, the 
is among the a combination is sought between Ilt.il'isatioion and 

maintenance of and 

of the of indigenous and peoples in this 
field being studied  with a focus on  the and values of 
of plants  and in They being 
analysed knowledge and wisdom - 

- into  the of 
and  management. 

scientists of indigenous  knowledge 
'invisible', 'complex', phenomena which to  identify  and  to 

substantiate as tangible and in of & 
phenomena  have in the 

change'. as specific  systems of 
knowledge  and in a field of 
and as such  unique  to a specific community,  they sometimes to  as  systems 
of  'local knowledge', knowledge', even 'common-sense  knowledge' that have  mainly 
evolved outside - in - 'scientific' systems of knowledge and 

institutes  and 
the - in 

of the past - not just 'simple', 'static', 'old-fashioned' even 
dynamic  with  elements of both  continuity  and capacity, 
selection use. 

As a of such bias, synthexke 'global' and 'local' knowledge 
by of the elusive of indigenous  knowledge, 

while the inequality in the position of indigenous  communities vir-a-vis 
societies calls of of 

& 1996; despite 
indigenous  knowledge  has  continued to the basis local-level 

decision-making in of the society  such  as  human  and animal food 
in 

local - including  the use, of 
wild food and medicine -have  been  able  to the 

influx of to  witness  today  the 
potential significance. 

Consequently,  the  study of indigenous  plant  knowledge  systems  goes  beyond classical 
of as of plant knowledge 

in a 
field of study. As both the identification 

and of of use as well as the 
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a the of the was 
that was based on the of: a) a specific 

b) of a specific the and c) the 
evaluation of  wild  food  and  non-food  p!ants as 

by the local population  within the  context of the 
(L$ 1997). 

a study of Systems  among 
the of Study was to focus on 

kinds of knowledge  and  use of  local in to  meet  the  development 
goals  of the 

the of the of the the 
at  the a wild 

of plant  knowledge  and uses, but  these 'additional' 

at had to the  use of 
medicinal plants  and and 
Tunisia (cf. & 1997). of and analysis, 
and it seems advisable a specific that is 
designed the of of uses as to in the 

with special attention the 

Since  on the  one hand, the social enjoying an in  the 
objectives, hand, has gained  high 

on a global scale, such a of of  local  knowledge  and 
gain in activities within the of 

would link up  with  the only of of 
loss  of biodversity, but also of the loss of CZlltlraZ  diversity in of 

local and systems of of local 
communities in the 1996). 

we take a look position of indigenous  knowledge in to  the subject 
of in i.e. the identification, 

and  use of wild  food and non-food plants, concepts come  to play a significant 
use  and 

Firstly, we  see  that  both indigenous  knowledge  and plant have come 
of extinction.  While the of is today  no questioned,  thanks 

to the global commitment of and national foundations, NGO's and 
collective of 

involvement in the of is highly is still 
in the loss of as in 
of animal and  plants. The of the close between 

- also in the Global 
1992) as the link' between biological and - 

could management  and  use and of animals, plants as well 
as humankind's collective in the  concept of 
bio-nrltzcraldiversity. 

Secondly, one of the  dominant issues in on & 
in the context of - and as such of - is the 
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concept of ‘sustainability’, in the so-called 1987), and it 
seems to in the light of in 
the of the 1987, the 
definition of ‘sustainable essentially to: ‘successful management of 

to satisfy changing  human needs  while  maintaining enhancing the quality of the 
five 

the activities. The  use 
and  management of  wild  food and non-food plants in the 

‘sustainable’ if they a) ecologically sound,  b)  economic viable, c) social just,  d) 
humane,  and  e) adaptable. 

Examination of these in of and use  and 
management in a we look at  the vast 
body of accumulating studies of both wild  and 

in Asia and  South the small-scale 
based on  the indigenous and  methods do less 

comply to most of these five of sustainability, i.e. 
systems,  often to as instance,  most of these local system 

ecologically sound as they land cultivated  and 
maintained use by This is in to  the 

that based technology. 
Equally,  indigenous  systems self-sufficiency and local needs,  and, as a 

in decision-making at  the community levels 
& 1995). 

Equally,  most of these  systems viable the  communities involved,  albeit 
subsistence  use  and local and is  also that 

most of these systems in a cosmology that is based  on a all 
of life, as of the with many  local communities, 
they in the values and beliefs social system. 

Finally, the adaptability of well by the local 
of the adoptionhejection of innovations that have 

the in 
management in the and 

Thirdly, as the in his Opening Address to  the (this 
volume), the assessment and of the of 
species will indeed  be ,viable only in the  context of the full of local population 

the of and wisdom. 
of also become a 

in in of the 

With to  the of indigenous  knowledge wild food and non-food 
plants of it is that  without  the and of 
the local communities,  the  documentation,  study  and analysis of peoples’ knowledge, wisdom 
and only a incomplete,  etic - - view of the 
be the negative  consequences  that many  local 

the 
attention should be given to  the of 

& 1996). Such a 
the beginning the but also 

on the position in in 
wild globe. 
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The  documentation of such initially 'invisible' of and  symbolic meaning  and 
cosmology  would  link  up  with of (1991) 
some of these dimensions in on Caring for the A Strateegv for Sastaimble 

OF 

T h e  of the of 'uses' of  wild  food and non-food plants of 
in conjunction with additional specific attention 

sustainable  use  and in the 
would  mean that - following the initial identification  and  documentation of existing 

on wild  food and non-food plants in the newly-developed data  base 
1997) - the also include possible, 

levels of as to: 

indigenous  plant classifications and taxonomies in the local language; 

0 of 
wild food, and cosmetic  plants; 

0 ideas and cosmologies to  the 
and  human 

the of  wild components; 

0 the  adaptations  and of  wild plants; 

0 of vegetation and on 

0 local and global systems of 

achieve of and 
analytical levels into  the 

by the the 
of the 

The study of the of cosmovisions of in 
as it would not only local use  and 

possible  exploitation of may be economically viable, but  it  could also 
philosophies of and the that 

exist in the Since  these local tend  to  be less 
on the sustainable use of they the 

adaptation of ideas and in to  eventually 
of humankind on a global scale. 

of 

objectives of the so as to  extend  the 
of 'uses' of  wild  food and non-food plants of the in 

conjunction  with additional attention sustainable  use  and 
and  development in the involvement of an 

is that would not  only 
implications, but also developments  of the 

botanical sciences'. in of viable 
to existing  use  and  management of wild  food and non-food plants in the 
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in of field of 
Ethnobotanical Systems 

To  this  end,  an of in the 
that would a specific to an 

of special attention could be given to 
of  wild plants that 

as medicinal plants of attention of 
activities in the 

The next  step,  then, would be  that  we  not  only have to assess these local and systems 
of knowledge  and with to.wild  food  and non-food plants, but - as the 
indicated’ in his - we also  have to validate  and 
synthesise the knowledge systems, and eventually  include 

policy  planning and implementation the benefit of  all peoples  and of the 

A. A OF A SEQUEL 
& 2 (AUGUST 1996). 
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NO. 11 ,  STATE 
121-138.  

L.J. 1996 .  OF 
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