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1. Introduction 

Theȱincreaseȱinȱtheȱworldȱpopulationȱandȱtheȱimprovementȱofȱindustrializationȱledȱtoȱanȱinfluxȱ
problemȱconcerningȱhumanȱhealthȱandȱenvironment.ȱOneȱofȱtheȱmajorȱproblemsȱisȱbroughtȱonȱ
byȱ theȱuseȱofȱexcessiveȱ fertilizersȱandȱpesticidesȱ toȱobtainȱhigherȱproductivity.ȱBothȱ fertilizersȱ
andȱpesticidesȱ increaseȱproductivityȱofȱagriculturalȱproductionȱbutȱtheȱchemicalȱresidueȱ influȬ
encesȱhumanȱhealth.ȱ

Recently,ȱinȱdevelopedȱcountries,ȱconsciousȱconsumersȱhaveȱbeenȱinclinedȱtoȱconsumeȱproductsȱ
thatȱdoȱnotȱaffectȱtheȱnaturalȱbalanceȱandȱhumanȱhealth.ȱ

Developedȱ countriesȱproduceȱ andȱ importȱorganicȱproducts,ȱwhileȱdevelopingȱ countriesȱonlyȱ
produceȱ andȱ exportȱorganicȱproducts.ȱTheȱdomesticȱmarketȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱhasȱnotȱ imȬ
provedȱsignificantlyȱinȱtheȱdevelopingȱcountries.ȱ

Inȱthisȱstudy,ȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱinȱTurkeyȱisȱexaminedȱinȱtermsȱofȱitsȱhisȬ
tory,ȱproduction,ȱforeignȱtradeȱandȱmarketingȱsystem.ȱȱ

2. Organic Agriculture in Turkey 

2.1. The History of Organic Agriculture in Turkey 

FarmersȱinȱTurkeyȱproducedȱorganicȱagriculturalȱproductsȱuntilȱtheȱendȱofȱtheȱ1950�s.ȱFollowȬ
ingȱ1950�s,ȱdueȱ toȱ increasingȱproductivityȱofȱagriculturalȱproduction,ȱproducersȱbeganȱ toȱuseȱ
excessiveȱfertilizersȱandȱpesticides.ȱ

TheȱfirstȱorganicȱproductionȱwasȱperformedȱinȱtheȱAegeanȱRegionȱwithȱdriedȱfigsȱandȱraisins.ȱ
Subsequentlyȱ thisȱ typeȱofȱ farmingȱwasȱusedȱ toȱproduceȱapricot,ȱhazelnut,ȱ cottonȱandȱpulses.ȱ
Thusȱorganicȱfarmingȱspreadȱtoȱotherȱregionsȱ(Olhan,ȱ1997).ȱȱ

Withȱ theȱ developmentȱ ofȱ organicȱ agriculture,ȱ Europeanȱ companiesȱ haveȱ demandedȱ organicȱ
productsȱfromȱTurkishȱcompanies.ȱUponȱthatȱdemand,ȱorganicȱagricultureȱstartedȱinȱ1984Ȭ1985ȱ
inȱTurkey.ȱȱ

Theȱ�AssociationȱofȱOrganicȱAgriculture�ȱwasȱestablishedȱ inȱ1992ȱ forȱ theȱpurposeȱofȱcarryingȱ
outȱorganicȱagricultureȱ inȱTurkey.ȱTheȱmembersȱofȱ thisȱorganizationȱwereȱ theȱproducers,ȱexȬ
porters,ȱimporters,ȱresearchersȱandȱconsumersȱwhoȱwereȱrelatedȱwithȱthisȱsector.ȱInȱtheȱfollowȬ
ingȱyears,ȱthisȱassociationȱstartedȱtoȱworkȱonȱeducation,ȱpublicationȱandȱmeetings.ȱ

Theȱ legalȱarrangementȱtookȱplaceȱ inȱ1994ȱbyȱpublishingȱ�RegulationsȱConcerningȱtheȱProducȬ
tionȱofȱCropsȱandȱLivestockȱProductsȱbyȱOrganicȱMethods�ȱ inȱ theȱOfficialȱ Journalȱofȱ theȱReȬ
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publicȱofȱTurkey.ȱLiabilityȱhasȱbeenȱgivenȱtoȱTheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱ(Aksoyȱ&ȱAltõndişli,ȱ
1999).ȱȱ

Productionȱofȱorganicȱagriculturalȱproductsȱ startedȱ inȱ theȱAegeanȱRegionȱbecauseȱnumerousȱ
processingȱcompaniesȱareȱlocatedȱinȱIzmirȱandȱmostȱofȱtheȱproductsȱareȱexportedȱfromȱtheȱportȱ
ofȱ Izmir.ȱ Furthermore,ȱ theȱ officesȱ ofȱ organizationȱ foundations,ȱ controllingȱ andȱ certificationȱ
firmsȱbelongingȱ toȱ theȱorganicȱagriculturalȱ sector,ȱareȱ locatedȱ inȱ Izmirȱ (AksoyȱandȱAltõndişli,ȱ
1999).ȱ

2.2. Organic Agriculture Applications 

OrganicȱagricultureȱwasȱfirstȱperformedȱinȱTurkeyȱdueȱtoȱtheȱdemandȱofȱEuropeanȱconsumersȱ
sinceȱ1983.ȱWhenȱtheȱimporterȱfirmȱwantsȱorganicȱproducts,ȱtheȱfirmsȱdetermineȱtheȱproducingȱ
regionsȱandȱtheyȱchooseȱtheȱproducersȱinȱthisȱregion.ȱTheȱcontrollingȱfirmsȱvisitȱlistedȱproducȬ
ersȱinȱorderȱtoȱobtainȱinformationȱaboutȱtheȱproducers�ȱopinionȱonȱorganicȱagricultureȱandȱtheirȱ
agriculturalȱbusiness.ȱProducersȱsignȱcontractsȱandȱcommitȱtoȱapplyȱorganicȱagriculturalȱmethȬ
odsȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱregulationȱappliedȱtoȱtheseȱmethodsȱ(Olhan,ȱ1997).ȱ

Theȱ controllersȱvisitȱ theȱ farmsȱ severalȱ timesȱ toȱ takeȱ samplesȱ fromȱ theȱ fieldsȱ thatȱareȱusedȱ toȱ
produceȱorganicȱproducts.ȱIfȱtheȱproductsȱareȱappropriateȱforȱorganicȱagricultureȱaccordingȱtoȱ
theȱcontrollers�ȱreport,ȱtheȱproductsȱthatȱareȱproducedȱinȱtheȱfirstȱandȱsecondȱyearsȱareȱnamedȱ
asȱtransitionȱperiodȱproducts,ȱtheȱproductsȱthatȱareȱproducedȱsubsequentlyȱareȱnamedȱasȱwholeȱ
organicȱproductsȱ(Olhan,ȱ1997).ȱȱ

Theȱ generalȱ structureȱ ofȱ theȱ organizationȱ systemȱ ofȱ theȱ organicȱ sectorȱ inȱTurkeyȱ isȱgivenȱ inȱ
Figureȱ1.ȱ

Organisation 
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Asȱcanȱbeȱseen,ȱtheȱproducerȱisȱsituatedȱinȱtheȱcentreȱofȱtheȱsystem.ȱTheȱproducerȱmustȱapplyȱtoȱ
followingȱinstitutionsȱtoȱbeȱaȱpartȱofȱthisȱsystem;ȱ

Üȱ OrganisationȱFirms,ȱ
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Üȱ Exporterȱand/orȱProcessedȱFirms,ȱ

Üȱ DirectȱControlȱandȱCertificationȱFirms.ȱ

UponȱcompletionȱofȱthisȱprocessȱandȱhavingȱpermissionȱfromȱTheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱandȱ
RuralȱAffairs,ȱproducersȱmayȱjoinȱtheȱorganicȱagriculturalȱsystem.ȱȱ

TheȱCommitteeȱofȱ InvestigationȱandȱPlanningȱcontrolsȱexportersȱand/orȱoperatingȱ firms,ȱproȬ
ducersȱandȱrepresentativesȱofȱforeignȱfirms.ȱControlȱandȱCertificationȱFirmsȱcontrolȱtheȱproducȬ
tionȱofȱproductsȱandȱthenȱcertifyȱthem.ȱConsultantȱFirmsȱprovideȱtechnicalȱsupportȱtoȱtheȱproȬ
ducerȱorȱ firmsȱ thatȱareȱ inȱ theȱsystem.ȱTheȱAegeanȱExporterȱUnionȱworksȱasȱaȱcoȬordinatorȱ inȱ
thisȱsystemȱandȱhelpsȱinȱtheȱexportingȱprocessȱofȱorganicȱproducts.ȱTheȱOrganisationȱFirmsȱorȬ
ganiseȱtheȱmarketingȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱinȱdomesticȱor/andȱforeignȱmarkets.ȱȱ

2.3. Certification 

Theȱ productionȱ mustȱ beȱ certificatedȱ byȱ theȱ certifyingȱ firmsȱ beforeȱ production.ȱ Theȱ organicȱ
productȱmustȱhaveȱ theȱ transitionȱperiodȱ thatȱvariesȱbetweenȱ2ȱandȱ5ȱyearsȱ toȱhaveȱ theȱcertifiȬ
cate.ȱTheȱ certificationȱ firmsȱ inspectȱ theȱproductionȱareasȱandȱproductsȱ andȱ theyȱ thenȱ informȱ
theseȱactivitiesȱtoȱtheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱandȱRuralȱAffairsȱ(Altõndişli,ȱ2001).ȱ

Sevenȱ companiesȱhaveȱbeenȱ conductingȱ certifyingȱactivitiesȱ inȱTurkey.ȱSixȱofȱ theseȱ firmsȱareȱ
representativesȱofȱforeignȱfirmsȱandȱoneȱofȱthemȱisȱaȱTurkishȱfirm.ȱ

 The Certification Firms in Turkey 

Names Addresses 

BCS-ÖKO GARANTİE GmbH  1464 St. No: 57/4 Alsancak / IZMIR 

BİO AGRİCOP  161 St. No:22/A Bornova / IZMIR 

ECOCERT  220 St. No:29/3 P.K 37 Bornova / IZMIR 

ETKO  160 St. No:7 Bornova / IZMIR 

IMO ( Instut Für Marktokologie)  225 St. No:29/3 P.K 37 Bornova / IZMIR 

INAC Zeytinalanõ Mah. 141. St. No:3 Urla / IZMIR 

SKAL Girne Bulvarõ No:28 D:1 Karşõyaka / IZMIR 
 Resource: www.izmir-tarim.gov.tr 

3. Production and Export of Organic Products 

3.1. Production 

Organicȱagricultureȱbeganȱwithȱtheȱproductionȱofȱdriedȱfigs,ȱraisinsȱandȱapricotsȱinȱ1985ȱandȱtoȬ
dayȱ13ȱ187ȱproducersȱproduceȱapproximatelyȱ95ȱtypesȱofȱagriculturalȱproductsȱorganicallyȱonȱ
59ȱ 648ȱ 980ȱhectaresȱ ofȱ land.ȱTheyȱ consistȱ ofȱvegetalȱproducts,ȱprocessedȱ foodȱproducts,ȱ andȱ
otherȱagriculturalȱandȱfoodȱproductsȱ(Akkayaȱetȱal,ȱ2001).ȱ

Theȱnumbersȱ ofȱproducersȱ areȱprovidedȱ inȱ Figureȱ 2.ȱ Inȱ 1990,ȱ 313ȱ farmersȱproducedȱ organicȱ
productsȱandȱthisȱnumberȱincreasedȱtoȱ13ȱ385ȱinȱ2000.ȱ

Theȱamountȱofȱproductionȱareasȱbetweenȱ1990ȱandȱ2000ȱisȱdepictedȱinȱFigureȱ3.ȱTheȱproductionȱ
areaȱhasȱincreasedȱ58ȱtimesȱbetweenȱ1990ȱandȱ2000.ȱ
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Theȱamountȱofȱproductionȱbetweenȱ1990ȱandȱ2000ȱisȱgivenȱinȱFigureȱ4.ȱWhileȱtheȱproductionȱofȱ
organicȱproductsȱwasȱ2476ȱtonsȱinȱ1990,ȱitȱwasȱ237ȱ275ȱtonsȱinȱ2000.ȱProductionȱisȱdistributedȱinȱ
allȱofȱtheȱregions,ȱbutȱtheȱimportantȱprovincesȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱareȱIzmir,ȱMalatya,ȱSanlõurfa,ȱ
Aydõn,ȱBursa,ȱHatay,ȱKütahya,ȱIsparta,ȱRizeȱandȱAfyon.ȱȱ
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Farmersȱ produceȱ organicȱ productsȱ underȱ contractsȱ thatȱ areȱ agreedȱ uponȱ byȱmainlyȱ privateȱ
firms.ȱ

TheȱnumbersȱofȱproductsȱthatȱareȱgrownȱorganicallyȱareȱgivenȱinȱFigureȱ5.ȱAsȱpreviouslyȱmenȬ
tioned,ȱproductionȱ startedȱwithȱ8ȱkindsȱofȱproductsȱ in1990,ȱandȱbyȱ2000,ȱ95ȱkindsȱofȱorganicȱ
productsȱwereȱproducedȱinȱTurkey.ȱ

Theȱagriculturalȱproductsȱthatȱareȱproducedȱorganicallyȱareȱprovidedȱinȱtableȱ3.1.ȱȱ
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 Organically Grown Agricultural Products 

Vegetal Products  

Edible Nuts Hazelnuts, Walnuts, Pistachios, Almonds, Peanuts 

Dried Fruits Raisins, Apricots, Wild Apricots, Figs, Prunes, Apples 

Dried Vegetables Tomatoes 

Fresh Fruits and  
Vegetables 

Apples, Figs, Strawberries, Plums, Pears, Cherries, Persimmons(Sharon Fruit), 
Blackberries and Various Berries, Potatoes, Green Peas 

Pulses Lentils, Chickpeas, Dry Beans 

Spices and Herbs Bay Leaves, Oregano, Cumin Seeds, Linden Leaves, Sage Tea, Rosemary 

Cereals Wheat, Rice, Corn 

Industrial Crops Cotton, Poppy Seed, Anise Seed 

Others Capers, Pine nuts, Rosehips, Sesame, Olives 

Processed Food  

Frozen Fruits and  
Vegetables 

Apricots, Strawberries, Cherries, Sour Cherries, Berries, Plums, Onions, Squash, 
Tomatoes, Peppers 

Fruit Juice and  
Concentrate 

Apricot Puree, Pear Juice Concentrate, Sour Cherry Juice Concentrate, Apple Juice 
Concentrate, Rosehip Pulp, Apple Pulp 

Others Olive Oil, Cracked Wheat 

Other  
Agricultural Products 

Honey, Apricot Kernels, Dried Rose, Rose Oil, Rose Water, Myrtle Water, Thyme 
Oil, Lavender Oil 

Resource: Organic Agricultural Products of Turkey, Export Promotion Centre of Turkey, Ankara. 
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3.2. Export and Import 

Theȱorganicȱproductȱexportsȱ inȱTurkeyȱconsistȱof:ȱstiffȱshellȱandȱdriedȱfruits,ȱfrozenȱfruitsȱandȱ
vegetables,ȱfreshȱfruitsȱandȱvegetables,ȱspices,ȱlegumes,ȱroseȱoil,ȱoliveȱoilȱandȱcotton.ȱ

Twentyȱcountriesȱhaveȱ importedȱorganicȱproductsȱfromȱTurkeyȱ inȱ2000.ȱEUȱCountriesȱareȱtheȱ
mostȱimportantȱmarkets.ȱEUȱCountriesȱ(Germany,ȱTheȱNetherlands,ȱSwitzerland,ȱandȱEngland),ȱ
NorthȱEuropeanȱCountries,ȱCanada,ȱAustralia,ȱtheȱUSAȱandȱJapanȱareȱtheȱpotentialȱmarketsȱforȱ
Turkeyȱ(Gündüz,ȱ2001).ȱ

Theȱ exportȱquantitiesȱ andȱvaluesȱofȱorganicȱ agriculturalȱproductsȱ inȱTurkeyȱ areȱprovidedȱ inȱ
Tableȱ3.2.ȱȱ

 Export of Organic Agricultural Products in Turkey 

1998 1999 2000 
Products 

Q(Ton) V(1000$) Q(Ton) V(1000$) Q(Ton) V(1000$) 

Raisin  2 839 3 855 3 289 4 150 4 028 4 610 

Dried Apricot 953 2 724 1 045 3 033 1 050 2 344 

Dried Fig 1 469 3 580 1 580 3 556 1733 3 308 

Dried Plum  20 20 116 175 213 253 

Hazelnut 742 3 948 879 4 036 1 039 4 009 

Pistachio  19 401 36 696 52 787 

Lentil  335 359 616 575 897 788 

Chickpea  590 535 934 818 679 598 

Apple Juice  - - 555 761 290 388 

Other Apple Juices  - - 15 52 236 363 

Cotton 75 161 169 356 175 299 

Pepper 29 54 131 166 145 217 

Opium Poppy 213 376 137 172 165 208 

Olive oil 21 50 381 872 15 48 

Others 724 1 786 1 796 4 144 1 330 2 617 

TOTAL 8 029 17 849 11 679 23 562 12 047 20 837 
Resource: www.igeme.org.tr 

Raisinȱandȱhazelnutȱareȱtheȱmostȱhighlyȱexportedȱproducts.ȱTheȱtotalȱexportȱwasȱ8ȱ029ȱtonsȱwithȱ
17ȱ849ȱ000ȱ$ȱinȱ1998.ȱTheȱvalueȱofȱexportsȱwasȱapproximatelyȱ20ȱmillionȱdollarsȱandȱ12ȱ047ȱtonsȱ
inȱ2000.ȱ

Turkeyȱ isȱnotȱanȱ importingȱ countryȱofȱorganicȱproducts.ȱHowever,ȱTurkeyȱ importsȱ someȱorȬ
ganicȱinputsȱthatȱareȱusedȱforȱproduction,ȱprotectionȱandȱpreservation.ȱȱ

4. Marketing 

4.1. The Marketing of Organic Agricultural Products 

Domesticȱ consumersȱ generallyȱ consistȱ ofȱwellȱ educatedȱ peopleȱwhoȱ earnȱ higherȱ incomesȱ inȱ
comparisonȱwithȱaverageȱpeople.ȱȱ
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Theȱ firstȱmarketingȱmethodȱ isȱ sellingȱproductsȱdirectlyȱ atȱ smallȱ traditionalȱmarketȱplacesȱ orȱ
sellingȱthemȱatȱtheȱproductionȱfieldsȱbyȱtheȱfarmersȱwhoȱgrowȱthem.ȱ

Theȱsecondȱmarketingȱmethodȱisȱsellingȱproductsȱdirectlyȱtoȱsupermarketsȱandȱhypermarkets.ȱȱ

Theȱotherȱmarketingȱmethodȱisȱexportingȱorȱsubmittingȱproductsȱwithȱaȱforwardȱcontract.ȱThisȱ
methodȱisȱappliedȱasȱfollows:ȱȱ

1.ȱȱ Theȱprojectȱisȱappliedȱbyȱaȱfirm.ȱ

2.ȱȱ Theȱprojectȱisȱappliedȱbyȱaȱforeignȱfirmȱandȱtheȱproductsȱareȱprocessedȱbyȱaȱlocalȱfirm.ȱ

3.ȱȱ Theȱprojectȱisȱappliedȱbyȱaȱforeignȱfirmȱandȱtheȱproductsȱareȱprocessedȱbyȱtheȱfirmsȱwhoȱ
haveȱaȱpartnershipȱwithȱtheȱforeignȱinstitutionsȱinȱTurkey.ȱ

Theȱthirdȱmarketingȱmethodȱisȱoneȱwhichȱisȱguaranteedȱforȱqualityȱassurance.ȱTheseȱproductsȱ
reachȱ theȱ finalȱ consumersȱ throughȱ theȱ sellerȱ orȱ buyerȱ firmsȱwhoȱ inspectȱ theȱ productionȱ forȱ
qualityȱandȱresidueȱanalysisȱ(Tozanȱ&ȱErtem,ȱ1996).ȱȱ

   

Direct 
Marketing 

Special Dep.in 

Supermarkets 

Stores 

Consumers 

Domestic 

Market 

Consumers 

Foreign 

Importers 

Exporters or/and 

Processors 

Organization Firms 

Farmers 

 
 Marketing Channel 

Theȱmarketingȱchannelȱofȱorganicȱagriculturalȱproductsȱ isȱgivenȱ inȱFigureȱ6.ȱOrganicȱagriculȬ
turalȱproductsȱareȱboughtȱfromȱtheȱfarmersȱbyȱexporterȱcompaniesȱorȱforeignȱfirms.ȱFarmersȱcanȱ
alsoȱsellȱtheirȱgoodsȱalsoȱdirectlyȱtoȱtheȱconsumer.ȱExporterȱcompaniesȱexportȱtheȱorganicȱgoodsȱ
toȱtheȱforeignȱ importerȱtoȱreachȱtheȱfinalȱconsumer.ȱOrganicȱproductsȱalsoȱreachȱtheȱdomesticȱ
marketȱviaȱexporterȱor/andȱprocessingȱcompanies.ȱ

5. Conclusion and Recommendations 

Thereȱisn�tȱanyȱsupportȱprogrammeȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱinȱTurkey.ȱMoreover,ȱstudiesȱcontactedȱ
inȱthisȱareaȱareȱlimited.ȱThereȱisn�tȱanyȱstrategyȱaboutȱtheȱneedsȱandȱtheȱapproachesȱtoȱorganicȱ
farming.ȱThereȱisȱaȱpotentialȱdomesticȱdemandȱforȱorganicȱproductsȱinȱTurkey.ȱThisȱproductionȱ
systemȱisȱlikelyȱtoȱspreadȱwidelyȱinȱtheȱfuture.ȱ

Itȱisȱrecommendedȱthatȱthereȱbeȱaȱcreationȱofȱaȱstatisticalȱdataȱschemeȱforȱplanningȱproductionȱ
andȱ consumption,ȱaȱ constitutionȱofȱaȱ supportȱprogrammeȱ forȱorganicȱproduction,ȱandȱanȱ inȬ
creaseȱinȱresearchȱaboutȱdomesticȱmarketȱandȱorganicȱfarmingȱinȱTurkey.ȱȱ
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