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ȱ

Abstract: Covering 6,8 % of Turkey�s total areas and 9,2% of the national population, the East Medi-
terranean Region with its natural sources is one of the richest regions in Turkey. Besides this, agri-
culture is very developed and is the main activity in the region. Cereals, industrial crops, oilseeds, 
fruits (especially citrus) and vegetables are the main crops grown in the area. 

In Turkey, organic farming is a newly developing issue in the region. The region shows a great po-
tential for the production of organic products.  According to 2000 data, 12 % of the organic agricul-
tural production in Turkey is realized in the East Mediterranean Region.  

This paper firstly examines the agricultural structure focusing on land use, production and input use. 
It then discusses the production potential of organic products and the development possibilities in 
the region according to provinces.  

Keywords: East Mediterranean Region of Turkey, Organic Farming 

ȱ

1. Introduction  

TheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegion,ȱwhichȱisȱlocatedȱinȱtheȱsouthernȱpartȱofȱTurkeyȱisȱcloseȱtoȱtheȱ
MediterraneanȱSeaȱandȱcoversȱAdana,ȱHatay,ȱIcel,ȱKahramanmarasȱandȱOsmaniyeȱprovinces.ȱItȱ
isȱoneȱofȱtheȱleadingȱregionsȱinȱTurkeyȱinȱtermsȱofȱhighȱagriculturalȱvalueȱandȱqualityȱandȱrichȬ
nessȱofȱagriculturalȱland,ȱbiologicalȱdiversityȱandȱcultureȱ(Figureȱ1).ȱAlso,ȱtheȱgreatestȱplainȱofȱ
Turkey,ȱnamedȱCukurova,ȱandȱtwoȱimportantȱrivers,ȱtheȱSeyhanȱandȱCeyhan,ȱareȱlocatedȱinȱthisȱ
region.ȱ TheȱMediterraneanȱ climateȱ isȱ dominantȱ exceptȱ inȱmountainousȱ regionsȱ andȱ passageȱ
areas.ȱȱ

Manyȱcropsȱareȱgrown,ȱespeciallyȱcereals,ȱcotton,ȱcitrus,ȱgroundnut,ȱsoybeans,ȱsugarȱbeet,ȱredȱ
pepper,ȱearlyȱseasonȱvegetables,ȱgrapes,ȱwatermelon,ȱalmond,ȱoliveȱetc.ȱBesideȱ this,ȱvegetableȱ
andȱfruitȱproductionȱforȱlandȱunderȱprotectiveȱcoverȱandȱsecondȱcropȱcultivationȱisȱveryȱdevelȬ
opedȱandȱmakeȱupȱanȱ importantȱ shareȱ inȱTurkey.ȱCattleȱbreeding,ȱpoultryȱproduction,ȱ smallȱ
ruminantȱproductionȱandȱapicultureȱareȱtheȱmainȱactivitiesȱinȱtermsȱofȱanimalȱproductionȱ(PakȬ
soy,ȱ2000).ȱ

Inȱtheȱregion,ȱtheȱeconomyȱdependsȱonȱagricultureȱandȱtheȱagriculturalȱindustry.ȱTextile,ȱvegeȬ
tableȱoil,ȱflavor,ȱanimalȱfeed,ȱdairyȱproductsȱandȱfruitȱprocessingȱareȱ importantȱsubȱsectorsȱofȱ
agroȱindustry.ȱTheȱtotalȱpopulationȱofȱtheȱregionȱisȱ6,2ȱmillionȱandȱconsistsȱofȱ62%ȱurbanȱandȱ
38%ȱruralȱpopulationȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱ2000ȱcensus.ȱ

Theȱaimȱofȱthisȱresearchȱis,ȱfirstlyȱtoȱgiveȱusefulȱinformationȱaboutȱnaturalȱsourcesȱandȱagriculȬ
turalȱstructureȱofȱtheȱregion,ȱthenȱtoȱanalyzeȱtheȱproductionȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱandȱdetermineȱ
developmentȱstrategies.ȱ
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2. Materials and Methods 

AllȱtheȱdataȱusedȱinȱthisȱresearchȱisȱderivedȱfromȱsecondaryȱdataȱobtainedȱfromȱtheȱStateȱInstiȬ
tuteȱofȱStatisticsȱ (SIS),ȱ theȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱ andȱRuralȱAffairsȱ (MARA)ȱofȱTurkeyȱ andȱ
otherȱresources.ȱ

Figuresȱareȱshownȱbyȱprovinceȱlevelȱandȱprovideȱbothȱquantitiesȱandȱpercentageȱlevels.ȱ

 
 

 Location of East Mediterranean Region in TURKEY 

3. Results  

3.1. Natural Resources 

3.1.1. Water Resources 

Fourȱofȱtheȱ26ȱriverȱbasinsȱareȱlocatedȱwithinȱtheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegion.ȱTheseȱareȱSeyhan,ȱ
Ceyhan,ȱAsiȱandȱEasternȱMediterraneanȱbasins.ȱTheseȱbasinsȱtakeȱupȱ27,43ȱkm3ȱannualȱsurfaceȱ
runoffȱandȱmakeȱupȱ14,7%ȱofȱTurkey.ȱTheȱannualȱavailableȱgroundȱwaterȱreserveȱofȱtheȱregionȱ
isȱ1,447ȱkm3ȱ(11,8ȱ%ȱofȱTurkey�sȱgroundȱwaterȱreserve).ȱTheȱwaterȱsurfacesȱareaȱ(naturalȱlakes,ȱ
damȱreservoirs,ȱsmallȱdamȱreservoirs,ȱstreams)ȱ isȱ48ȱ676ȱhectares.ȱLandȱsuitableȱ forȱ irrigationȱ
takesȱupȱ1ȱ573ȱ964ȱhectares,ȱirrigableȱland,ȱ961ȱ970ȱhectaresȱ(61,1%)ȱandȱeconomicallyȱirrigableȱ
land,ȱ846ȱ688ȱhectaresȱ(53,8%).ȱȱȱ

3.1.2. Land Resources 

Theȱtotalȱareaȱofȱtheȱregionȱisȱ5ȱ283ȱ487ȱhectares.ȱTheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegionȱholdsȱaȱ6,8%ȱ
shareȱofȱTurkey�sȱtotalȱarea.ȱTheȱlandȱisȱusedȱasȱfollows:ȱ33,3%ȱarableȱland,ȱ12,6ȱ%ȱpastureȱandȱ
meadow,ȱ46,6%ȱforests,ȱ6,6%ȱotherȱlands,ȱ0,9%ȱareaȱofȱsurfaceȱwater.ȱ
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3.2. Agricultural Structure 

3.2.1. Agricultural Land Use 

TheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱagriculturalȱlandsȱmakeȱupȱ7ȱ%ȱofȱTurkey�sȱtotalȱagriculturalȱland.ȱInȱ
theȱ region,ȱ1ȱ874ȱ234ȱhectareȱofȱagriculturalȱ landsȱareȱallocatedȱasȱ follows:ȱ77,1%ȱareaȱ sown,ȱ
6,1%ȱfallowȱland,ȱ6,1%ȱvegetableȱgardens,ȱ10,7%ȱareaȱofȱfruitȱtrees.ȱ

 Land Use by provinces in the East Mediterranean Region (*) 

 
Adana Hatay Icel Kahramanmaras Osmaniye 

East 
Mediterranean 

Arable Land 563 125 270 766 379 124 428 467 115 277 1 756 759 

Pasture & 
Meadow 

  83 856   53 375 218 830 302 429 5 491  663 981 

Forests  636 996 195 913 886 084 557 035 185 854 2 461 882 

Other lands   92 048 18 553 98 907 130 105 12 576 352 189 

Area of surface water   26 996 1 654 2 314 14664 3 048 48 676 

TOTAL 1 403 
021 

540 261 1 585 
259 

1 432 700 322 246 5 283 487 

(*) According to the General Directorate of Rural Affairs investigation, Source: SHW (State Hydraulic Works), 2001 

 Agricultural Land Use by provinces in the East Mediterranean Region (ha)-1999 

Cultivated Field Area Vegetable Area of Fruit 
Provinces Total land 

Area Sown Fallow Land Gardens Trees 

Adana 589 574 513 915 11 781 25 538 38 250 

Hatay 273 445 185 207 2 550 36 838 48 850 

Icel 401 500  255 171  43 428 34 842 67 659 

K.Maras 465 488 359 991 56 618 7 837 41 042 

Osmaniye  144 227 131 128 50 8 399 4 650 

East Mediterranean 1 874 234 1 445 812 114 427 113 454 200 451 

Share in Turkey (%) 6,99 7,83 2,27 14,36 7,94 

Source: State Institute of Statistics, 2001. 

3.2.2. Crop Production 

3.2.2.1.ȱFieldȱCropȱProductionȱ

TheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱ fieldȱcropsȱproductionȱcomprisesȱ8,8ȱ%ȱofȱTurkey�sȱ totalȱproduction.ȱ
Fieldȱcropȱproductionȱ inȱ theȱregionȱconsistsȱof:ȱ67,5%ȱcereals,ȱ14,6%ȱ industrialȱcrops,ȱ6,9%ȱoilȱ
seeds,ȱ7,6ȱ%ȱ tuberȱcropsȱ1,9%ȱpulses.ȱCerealȱproductionȱ isȱ importantȱandȱ comesȱ firstȱ inȱ fieldȱ
cropȱproduction.ȱAmongȱtheȱcereals,ȱwheatȱcomesȱfirstȱwithȱ2ȱ543ȱ155ȱtonsȱproduction,ȱfollowedȱ
byȱmaizeȱ998ȱ148ȱtons.ȱCottonȱisȱimportantȱforȱtheȱregionȱandȱ18,6ȱ%ȱofȱTurkey�sȱcottonȱ(raw)ȱ
productionȱisȱrealizedȱinȱtheȱregionȱwithȱ377ȱ356ȱtons.ȱBesides,ȱnearlyȱallȱofȱtheȱproductionȱofȱoilȱ
seedsȱ inȱTurkeyȱ likeȱgroundnutsȱ(85,2%)ȱandȱsoybeansȱ(90,2%)ȱareȱalsoȱrealizedȱ inȱtheȱregion.ȱ
Dryȱonionsȱandȱgarlicȱareȱimportantȱtuberȱcropsȱproducedȱinȱtheȱregion.ȱ

ȱ

ȱ

ȱ
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 Field Crop Production by provinces in the East Mediterranean Region (tons)-1999 

Provinces Cereals Pulses 
Industrial 

crops 
Oil seeds Tuber crops Total 

Adana 1 595 
598 

11 325 64 271 146 318 155 783 1 973 265 

Hatay 407 592 2 698 83 016 112 821 91 033 697 160 

Icel 610703 15 542 4 600 18 772 15 810 665 427 

K.Maras 578 848 70 562 624 149 42 527 124 728 1 440 814 

Osmaniye 402427 467 2 116 42 876 10 190 458 076 

East Mediterranean 3 595 138 100 594 778 152 363 314 397 544 5 324 742 

Share in Turkey (%) 12,5 7,4 4,3 15,7 4,6 8,8 

Source: State Institute of Statistics, 2001. 

3.2.2.2.ȱVegetableȱProductionȱ

Eastȱ Mediterraneanȱ vegetableȱ productionȱ holdsȱ aȱ 15,6%ȱ shareȱ ofȱ Turkey�sȱ totalȱ vegetableȱ
production.ȱVegetableȱ productionȱ inȱ theȱ regionȱ consistsȱ of:ȱ fruitȱ bearingȱ vegetablesȱ (84,8%),ȱ
leafyȱorȱstemȱedibleȱvegetablesȱ (7,5%),ȱroot,ȱbulbȱandȱ tuberousȱvegetablesȱ (5,1%),ȱ leguminousȱ
vegetablesȱ(2,1%)ȱandȱotherȱvegetablesȱ(0,3%).ȱAsȱseenȱfromȱTableȱ4ȱtheȱregionȱholdsȱanȱimporȬ
tantȱplaceȱinȱtermsȱofȱallȱvegetableȱgroups.ȱTheȱfieldsȱforȱearlyȱseasonȱvegetablesȱhaveȱadvancedȱ
aȱlotȱdueȱtoȱtheȱdevelopmentsȱinȱtransportation.ȱNearlyȱ40ȱ%ȱofȱearlyȱseasonȱvegetableȱproducȬ
tionȱinȱTurkeyȱisȱrealizedȱinȱtheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegionȱwithȱ1ȱ362ȱ880ȱtonsȱofȱwhichȱ240ȱ260ȱ
hectaresȱofȱ landȱareȱunderȱprotectiveȱcoverȱ likeȱgreenȱhousesȱandȱtunnelsȱcomprisingȱaȱ56,8%ȱ
shareȱofȱTurkey�sȱ totalȱareasȱ forȱ landȱunderȱprotectiveȱcover.ȱTheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegionȱ
suppliesȱimportantȱamountsȱofȱvegetableȱtoȱtheȱTurkishȱnationalȱmarket.ȱ

 Vegetable Production by provinces in the East Mediterranean Region (tons)-1999 

Provinces 
Leafy or 

stem edible 
vegetables 

Leguminous 
vegetables 

Fruit 
bearing 

vegetables 

Root, bulb 
and 

tuberous 
vegetables 

Other 
vegetables 

Total 

Adana 47 848 5 301 811 543 6 357 350 871 399 

Hatay 100 071 29 443 657 176 53 908 5 698 846 296 

Icel 89 834 33 608 1 188 043 10 186 5 658 1 327 
329 

K.Maras 12 005 2 681  150 146 9 526 - 174 358 

Osmaniye 10 724 1 413 125 975 97 528 - 235 640 

East 
Mediterranean 

260 482 72 446 2 932 883 177 505 11 706 3 455 
022 

Share in 
Turkey (%) 

15,9 11,6 15,3 28,2 15,3 15,6 

Source: State Institute of Statistics, 2001. 

3.2.2.3.ȱFruitȱProductionȱ

EastȱMediterraneanȱ fruitȱ productionȱ comprisesȱ aȱ 20,2ȱ%ȱ shareȱ ofȱ Turkey�sȱ totalȱ production.ȱ
Fruitȱproductionȱ inȱ theȱ regionȱ consistsȱof:ȱ citrusȱ (65,5%),ȱgrapeȬlikeȱ fruitsȱ (18%),ȱ stoneȱ fruitsȱ
(11%),ȱpomeȱfruitsȱ(4,7%),ȱandȱnutsȱ(0,7%).ȱCitrusȱfruitsȱareȱtheȱprimaryȱfruitȱcropsȱgrownȱinȱtheȱ
region.ȱNearlyȱ fourȱ fifthsȱ ofȱ theȱproductionȱ ofȱ citrusȱ fruitsȱ inȱTurkeyȱ isȱ realizedȱ inȱ theȱEastȱ
MediterraneanȱRegion.ȱ ȱAmongȱ citrus,ȱorangesȱ comeȱ firstȱwithȱ 772ȱ 896ȱ tonsȱproduction,ȱ folȬ
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lowedȱ byȱ lemonsȱ withȱ 464ȱ 871ȱ tonsȱ production.ȱ Strawberries,ȱ bananas,ȱ oliveȱ andȱ otherȱ
importantȱ fruitsȱ holdsȱ aȱ 48,8%,ȱ 24,8%ȱ andȱ 19,9%ȱ shareȱ ofȱTurkey�sȱ totalȱproduction,ȱ respecȬ
tively.ȱȱ

 Fruit Production by provinces in East the Mediterranean Region (tons)-1999 

Provinces Pome fruits Stone fruits Citrus Nuts 
Grape-like 

fruits 
Total 

Adana 10 829 29 180 685 394 732 33 164 759 299 

Hatay 6 091 66 786 346 016 1 962 58 107 478 962 

Icel 76 604 171 393 677 181 8 197 273 345 1 206 720 

K.Maras 28573 17 819 - 7 124 100 326 153 842 

Osmaniye 1 469 6 434 22 886 261 12 732 43 782 

East 
Mediterranean 

123 566 291 612 1 731 477 18 276 477 464 2 642 605 

Share in 
Turkey (%) 

4,2 14,8 76,5 2,3 12,0 20,2 

Source: State Institute of Statistics, 2001. 

3.2.3. Animal Production 

CattleȱproductionȱisȱnotȱveryȱdevelopedȱinȱtheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegion.ȱTheȱnumberȱofȱcattleȱ
inȱtheȱregionȱisȱ568ȱ140ȱperȱhead.ȱSmallȱruminantȱproduction,ȱespeciallyȱgoatȱproduction,ȱhasȱanȱ
importantȱ roleȱ inȱanimalȱproduction.ȱTheȱnumberȱofȱgoatsȱ is,ȱ1ȱ124ȱ370ȱperȱheadȱcomprisingȱ
15,4%ȱ shareȱ ofȱ Turkishȱ livestock.ȱ Poultryȱ productionȱ andȱ beekeepingȱ alsoȱ haveȱ importantȱ
shares.ȱȱ

TheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegionȱisȱoneȱofȱtheȱlessȱdevelopedȱregionsȱfromȱtheȱanimalȱproductionȱ
pointȱofȱview.ȱAccordingȱ toȱ1999ȱdata,ȱ8%ȱofȱmilk,ȱ5,6%ȱofȱmeat,ȱ4,1%ȱofȱwool,ȱ11,1%ȱofȱhair,ȱ
2,2%ȱofȱhenȱeggs,ȱ1,6%ȱofȱpoultryȱmeatȱandȱ13%ȱofȱhoneyȱproducedȱinȱTurkeyȱisȱrealizedȱinȱtheȱ
EastȱMediterraneanȱRegion.ȱȱ

ȱ

 Number of livestock in the East Mediterranean Region (head)-1999 

Provinces Sheep 
Ordinary 

goats 
Cattle Buffaloes Hens Beehives 

Adana 230 550 242 210 179 420 150 2 386 000 202 429 

Hatay 108 110 81 050 102 230 360 480 400 33 133 

Icel 301 200 526 540 102 350 - 20 866 500 137 530 

K.Maras 571 380 223 010 124 010 160 3 568 100 63 780 

Osmaniye 57 610 51 860 63 130 40 290 500 23 947 

East 
Mediterranean 

1 268 750 1 124 370 568 140 710 27 591 500 460 819 

Share in 
Turkey (%) 

4,2 15,4 5,1 0,4 11,5 10,7 

Source: State Institute of Statistics, 2001. 

ȱ
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 Animal Production in the East Mediterranean Region (tons)-1999 

Provinces Milk Meat 
Hide 

(number) 
Wool Hair 

Hen 
eggs* 

Poultry 
meat 

Honey 

Adana 260 
363 

11 462 542 847 295 82 5 642 6 607 5 642 

Hatay 125 
734 

4 373 134 091 162 31 2 405 1 709 666 

Icel 136 
259  

6 333 305 072 411  137 5 136 1 019 1 843 

K.Maras 202 
718 

4 812 127 015 938 55 4 133 193 762 

Osmaniye 86 311 1 884 82 263 74 16 1 762 - 429 

East 
Mediterranean 

811 
835 

28 864 1 191 
288 

1 880 321 19 078 9 528 8 742 

Share in 
Turkey (%) 

8,0 5,6 10,6 4,1 11,1 2,2 1,6 13,0 

*16000 eggs equals to 1 ton  
Source: State Institute of Statistics, 2001. 

3.3. Input Use 

3.3.1. Fertilizer Use 

TheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegionȱ isȱoneȱofȱ theȱ regionsȱ inȱTurkeyȱwhereȱ fertilizerȱ isȱ intensivelyȱ
used.ȱAccordingȱtoȱ1999ȱdata,ȱ1ȱ477ȱ497ȱtonsȱofȱfertilizerȱwasȱusedȱinȱtheȱregion,ȱwhichȱcoversȱ
13,5ȱ%ȱofȱTurkey�sȱfertilizerȱuseȱ(Tableȱ8).ȱFertilizerȱconsumptionȱbyȱprovincesȱ isȱ505ȱkg/haȱinȱ
Turkey,ȱwhileȱitȱwasȱ840ȱkg/haȱinȱtheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegion.ȱInȱtermsȱofȱfertilizerȱuseȱperȱ
hectare,ȱAdanaȱcomesȱfirstȱwithȱ1ȱ276ȱkg/ha.ȱHatayȱ(739,8ȱkg/ha),ȱOsmaniyeȱ(662,8ȱkg/ha),ȱIcelȱ
(592,4ȱkg/ha),ȱK.Marasȱ(568,1ȱkg/ha)ȱfollowȱinȱthisȱorder.ȱȱ

 Fertilizer Use by provinces in the East Mediterranean Region (tons)-1999 

Provinces 21 % Nitrogen 16-18 Phosphorus 48-52 Potash Total 

Adana     557 425   167 517 12 170   737 112 

Hatay     158 548      38 207   3 688   200 423 

Icel     144 675     58 629   8 813   212 117 

K.Maras     165 915     63 988   2 383   232 286 

Osmaniye       71 459     23 526      574     95 559 

East Mediterranean 1 098 0 22   351 867 27 608 1 477 497 

Share in Turkey (%)        15,5       9,4   17,1       13,5 

Source: State Institute of Statistics, 2001. 

3.3.2. Pesticide Use 

Theȱ EastȱMediterraneanȱRegionȱ isȱ oneȱ ofȱ theȱ regionsȱ inȱ Turkeyȱwhereȱ pesticideȱ intensivelyȱ
used.ȱAccordingȱtoȱ1999ȱdata,ȱ11ȱ036ȱ622ȱkgȱofȱpesticideȱwasȱusedȱinȱtheȱregion,ȱwhichȱcoversȱ
20,6%ȱofȱTurkey�sȱpesticideȱuseȱ(Tableȱ9).ȱPesticideȱconsumptionȱcomprisesȱ2,45ȱkg/haȱ inȱTurȬ
key,ȱwhileȱ itȱwasȱ6,27ȱkg/haȱ inȱ theȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegion.ȱ Inȱ termsȱofȱpesticideȱuseȱperȱ
hectare,ȱHatayȱcomesȱfirstȱwithȱ15,1ȱkg/ha.ȱIcel,ȱAdana,ȱK.MarasȱandȱOsmaniyeȱfollowȱthisȱwithȱ
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11,2ȱkg/ha,ȱ3,3ȱkg/ha,ȱ1,9ȱkg/ha,ȱ1,7kg/ha,ȱrespectively.ȱInsecticideȱisȱtheȱmostȱusedȱpesticideȱinȱ
theȱregion.ȱFungicides,ȱoils,ȱherbicidesȱandȱothersȱfollowȱthisȱrespectively.ȱ

 Pesticide Use by provinces in the East Mediterranean Region (kg)-1999 

Provinces Insecticide Fungicide Herbicide Acaricide Nematocide Fumigant Oils Others Total 

Adana 1 349 568    155 440 251 804  118 580 - - - 48 163 1 923 555 

Hatay 3 127 687    491 103 135 322 23 558 - 8 - 303 627 4 080 945 

Icel   326 342 1 004 282 38 872 280 019 85 600 60 000 2 202 872  3997987 

K.Maras 131 200 600 571 59885 2 917 - - 96 111 794780 

Osmaniye 93 361 89 740 49475 - - 5 500 - 1279 239355 

East 
Mediterranean 

5 028 158 2 341 136 535 358 425 074 85 600 65 558 2 202 968 353 180 11 036 
622 

Share in 
Turkey (%) 

27,2 11,0 6,8 39,4 18,8 12,5 58,8 12,6 20,6 

Source: MARA (Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs), 2002a. 

3.4. Organic Agricultural Production 

Organicȱ agriculturalȱ productionȱ isȱ undertakenȱ generallyȱ asȱ contractedȱ farmingȱwithȱ exportȱ
companies.ȱInȱ2000,ȱ28263,3ȱtonsȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱwasȱproducedȱinȱ7401,7ȱhectaresȱbyȱ1323ȱ
farmersȱinȱtheȱregion.ȱTheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱregionȱholdsȱaȱshareȱofȱ12%ȱinȱTurkishȱorganicȱ
productionȱwithȱ14ȱproducts.ȱTomatoesȱandȱcottonȱareȱleadingȱcropsȱinȱorganicȱproductionȱwithȱ
respectȱtoȱquantityȱ(Tableȱ10).ȱTheȱamountȱofȱorganicȱfarmlandȱisȱ0,4%ȱofȱtheȱtotalȱagriculturalȱ
landȱofȱtheȱregion.ȱȱ

 Organic Agricultural Production in the East Mediterranean Region, 2000 

Product Name Control Firm Provinces 
Number of 
farmers 

Area 
(hectare) 

Production 
(tons) 

Pistachio INAC K.Maras 99 165,8 22,2 

Almond ECOCERT, INAC, 
SKAL  

K.Maras 115 517,1 374,48 

Pepper SKAL Hatay 107 13,0 330,0 

Rosemary SKAL Icel 300 2000,0 100,0 

Wheat ECOCERT K.Maras, Icel 54 751,5 1118,5 

Bulgur SKAL Hatay 3 18 10,0 

Walnut ECOCERT, SKAL K.Maras 43 213,7 201,5 

Tomatoes 
(canned) 

SKAL K.Maras, 
Hatay 

252 331,4 14000 

Beans (fresh) SKAL, ETKO K.Maras 32 120 500,0 

Cumin ETKO K.Maras 2 43,7 100,0 

Lentil ECOCERT K.Maras 12 431,5 408,8 

Citrus (cocktail) INAC Adana 1 6,0 7,5 

Chick pea ECOCERT, SKAL Icel, K.Maras 152 1413,0 954,3 

Cotton ETKO, SKAL Hatay 141 2097 10136 

East 
Mediterranean 

  1323 (7,2%) 7401,7 
(12,3%) 

28263,28 
(12%) 

TURKEY   18835 59984,78 237209,60 

Source: MARA (Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs), 2002b. 
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Amongȱprovinces,ȱHatayȱcomesȱfirstȱwithȱ18ȱ476ȱtonsȱofȱorganicȱagriculturalȱproductionȱgettingȱ
aȱ65,4%ȱshareȱ fromȱ theȱregion.ȱAlsoȱK.Marasȱprovinceȱhasȱanȱ importantȱplaceȱ inȱorganicȱproȬ
ductionȱwithȱ 8ȱ 148ȱ tonsȱ holdingȱ aȱ 28,3ȱ%ȱ share.ȱDifferentȱ organicȱ productsȱ (9ȱ varieties)ȱ areȱ
grownȱ inȱK.Marasȱ provinceȱ dueȱ toȱ lowȱ inputȱ use.ȱ Inȱ otherȱ provincesȱ likeȱ Icelȱ andȱAdana,ȱ
organicȱagriculturalȱproductionȱisn�tȱsignificant.ȱOsmaniyeȱprovinceȱhasȱnoȱorganicȱagriculturalȱ
productionȱdata.ȱ

3.5. Development Possibilities of Organic Agricultural Production 

Üȱ Organicȱagricultureȱ isȱoneȱwayȱtoȱ increaseȱtheȱ incomeȱofȱsmallȱfarmersȱ inȱ lessȱdevelopedȱ
areasȱofȱtheȱregion.ȱ

Üȱ Developmentȱofȱtheȱretailingȱsectorȱ(supermarkets,ȱhyperȱmarkets)ȱwillȱincreaseȱconsumerȱ
demandȱinȱtheȱregion.ȱ

Üȱ Entrepreneursȱwillȱbeginȱ toȱproduceȱorganicȱ agriculturalȱproducts,ȱ especiallyȱvegetablesȱ
forȱtheȱlocalȱmarket.ȱ

Üȱ AnȱincreaseȱinȱorganicȱcottonȱproductionȱisȱexpectedȱsinceȱtheȱtextileȱindustryȱisȱaȱveryȱimȬ
portantȱsectorȱinȱtheȱregionȱ

Üȱ Inȱtheȱnearȱfutureȱdifferentȱorganicȱproductsȱwillȱbeȱproducedȱinȱtheȱregion.ȱ

Üȱ Collectedȱplantsȱfromȱnatureȱwillȱbeȱvaluedȱandȱprocessedȱorganicallyȱlikeȱmedicinalȱandȱ
aromaticȱplants.ȱ

4. Conclusion 

InȱtheȱEastȱMediterraneanȱRegion,ȱthereȱisȱaȱtendencyȱforȱaȱshiftȱfromȱconventionalȱtoȱorganicȱ
production.ȱOnȱ theȱotherȱhand,ȱ toȱdevelopȱorganicȱ farmingȱ inȱ theȱregionȱ furtherȱeducationȱ isȱ
needed.ȱAlso,ȱnewȱproductȱvarietiesȱmayȱsurfaceȱwithȱ increasingȱdemand.ȱOrganicȱvegetableȱ
productionȱhasȱoffersȱforȱpotentialȱbothȱtheȱlocalȱmarketȱinȱtheȱregionȱandȱTurkeyȱasȱaȱwhole.ȱ
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