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ȱ

Abstract: This paper constitutes a critical evaluation of the current status of organic agriculture in 
Greece, and aims to identify key factors influencing the development of organic farming in the 
country. Organic agricultural production and the national market for organic produce are constantly 
increasing. In this dynamic situation, data concerning the organic agriculture five years ago have little 
predictive value, in the same way that a description of the current situation will be of limited value in 
the future. 

Among the parameters examined were the following: National legislation, the Inspection and Certifi-
cation Bodies operating in the country, those authorities competent for their accreditation, the num-
ber, area and regional distribution of organic farms, the main organic products, the number, type 
and location of processing units, the development of the national market for organic produce focus-
ing on supply and demand, distribution channels and marketing strategies, common agronomic 
problems, research and training activities, and national policies governing organic agriculture. 

ȱ

History 

Twoȱdecadesȱhaveȱpassedȱsinceȱtheȱfirstȱattemptȱwasȱmadeȱtoȱintroduceȱorganicȱagricultureȱinȱ
Greeceȱinȱtheȱearlyȱeighties.ȱDuringȱthisȱperiodȱtheȱfirstȱorganicȱgrowersȱappearedȱatȱscatteredȱ
locationsȱthroughoutȱGreece.ȱTheȱsituationȱwasȱveryȱvague,ȱandȱ littleȱrealȱprogressȱwasȱmadeȱ
untilȱ theȱ firstȱcommercialȱprojectsȱappearedȱ inȱ theȱ lateȱ1980sȱandȱEUȱregulationsȱ2092/91ȱandȱ
2078/92ȱwereȱ implementedȱ atȱ theȱ beginningȱ ofȱ theȱ 1990s.ȱ Theseȱ soȬcalledȱ �organicȱ projects�ȱ
constitutedȱcontractȱfarmingȱinvolvingȱaȱcompany,ȱ(representingȱtheȱmarket)ȱandȱtheȱcontractedȱ
farmersȱ (representingȱ theȱ productionȱ side).ȱ Theseȱ contractsȱ requiredȱ theȱ growersȱ toȱ complyȱ
withȱspecifiedȱstandardsȱ(certificationȱbodyȱstandardsȱorȱEUȱReg.ȱ2092/91).ȱTheȱfarmersȱdelivȬ
eredȱ theirȱproduceȱ toȱ theȱcompanyȱandȱ receivedȱaȱpremiumȱprice.ȱToȱcoverȱ theȱneedsȱofȱ theȱ
market,ȱinitiallyȱtheȱSoilȱAssociation,ȱSkalȱandȱBiolandȱfacilitatedȱtheȱinspectionȱandȱcertificationȱ
ofȱtheseȱprojects,ȱinȱtheȱabsenceȱofȱnationalȱpolicies,ȱregulations,ȱandȱanȱapprovedȱnationalȱinȬ
spectionȱbody.ȱTheȱfirstȱorganicȱfarmingȱprojectȱwasȱ initiatedȱ inȱresponseȱtoȱaȱdemandȱforȱorȬ
ganicȱcurrantsȱbyȱaȱDutchȱfirmȱ(Fertilia)ȱinȱ1982,ȱwhileȱtheȱsecond,ȱaȱfewȱyearsȱlater,ȱwasȱforȱtheȱ
productionȱofȱorganicȱoliveȱoilȱforȱtheȱGermanȱmarketȱ(byȱBlauel).ȱȱ

Inȱ1991ȱtheȱimplementationȱofȱEUȱReg.ȱ2092/91ȱprovidedȱtheȱframeworkȱforȱGreekȱorganicȱagriȬ
culture.ȱ Itȱendedȱ theȱchaoticȱsituationȱ inȱwhichȱdifferentȱ inspectionȱandȱcertificationȱorganisaȬ
tionsȱappliedȱdifferentȱdefinitionsȱandȱ rulesȱ forȱ theȱ certificationȱofȱorganicȱproducts,ȱatȱgreatȱ
expenseȱtoȱproducers.ȱTheȱsubsequentȱEUȱRegulationȱ2078/92,ȱstimulatedȱdevelopmentȱthroughȱ
theȱpaymentȱofȱsubsidiesȱtoȱestablishȱandȱmaintainȱorganicȱfarmingȱsystems.ȱInȱspiteȱofȱtheȱfactȱ
thatȱsubsidyȱpaymentsȱtypicallyȱconstituteȱonlyȱaȱveryȱsmallȱpartȱofȱtheȱfinancialȱreturnsȱofȱanȱ
organicȱfarm,ȱtheyȱareȱaȱkeyȱcontributoryȱfactorȱinȱtheȱdecisionȬmakingȱprocessȱofȱtheȱproducȬ
ers,ȱsinceȱtheyȱprovideȱinsuranceȱagainstȱtheȱrisksȱofȱconversionȱ(Vassiliouȱetȱal,ȱ1999).ȱ
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Philosophy 

Motivationsȱforȱorganicȱproductionȱincludeȱeconomic,ȱfoodȱsafetyȱandȱenvironmentalȱconcerns.ȱ
Allȱorganicȱfarmersȱexclude,ȱinȱaccordanceȱwithȱtheȱregulations,ȱtheȱuseȱofȱsyntheticȱchemicals,ȱ
butȱphilosophiesȱregardingȱmethodsȱtoȱachieveȱtheȱidealȱfarmingȱsystem,ȱdifferȱamongȱorganicȱ
farmers.ȱThereȱareȱdifferentȱtendenciesȱandȱpracticesȱinȱorganicȱproductionȱsystemsȱthatȱcouldȱ
beȱdescribedȱasȱ�extensive�ȱandȱ�intensive�ȱorganicȱ systems.ȱOrganicȱ farmersȱ spanȱ theȱ specȬ
trumȱfromȱthoseȱwhoȱcompletelyȱavoidȱexternalȱinputs,ȱcreateȱonȬfarmȱsourcesȱofȱcompostȱforȱ
fertilizationȱandȱencourageȱ theȱactivityȱofȱbeneficialȱ insectsȱ throughȱconservationȱofȱ foodȱandȱ
nestingȱsites,ȱtoȱthoseȱfarmersȱwhoȱimportȱtheirȱfertilityȱandȱpestȱmanagementȱinputs.ȱAlthoughȱ
thereȱareȱnoȱofficialȱdata,ȱitȱseemsȱthatȱtheȱlatterȱtypeȱofȱfarmersȱcomprisesȱtheȱlargeȱmajorityȱofȱ
farmers.ȱInȱaddition,ȱtheseȱsameȱfarmersȱareȱoftenȱlinkedȱwithȱcontractedȱfarmingȱprojects.ȱTheȱ
philosophyȱofȱȈinputȱsubstitutionȈȱisȱdiscreditedȱbyȱmanyȱlongȬtimeȱadvocatesȱofȱorganicȱagriȬ
culture.ȱAȱtrulyȱsustainableȱmethodȱofȱorganicȱfarmingȱwouldȱseekȱtoȱeliminateȱasȱmuchȱasȱposȬ
sibleȱrelianceȱonȱexternalȱinputs.ȱThus,ȱtheȱsustainabilityȱofȱorganicȱfarmingȱinȱmanyȱcasesȱmayȱ
beȱquestionedȱbecauseȱofȱallȱ theȱabove,ȱnotȱ toȱmentionȱ theȱ lackȱ inȱmanyȱcasesȱofȱ sustainableȱ
technologiesȱandȱknowȱhow.ȱȱ

Togetherȱwithȱtheȱ introductionȱofȱsubsidesȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱtheȱsubsidyȬhuntersȱappeared.ȱ
Theyȱdoȱnotȱmanageȱtheirȱfarmsȱatȱallȱsinceȱtheirȱonlyȱaimȱisȱtoȱobtainȱtheȱaid.ȱThereforeȱtheyȱdoȱ
notȱpromiseȱanyȱcontinuation.ȱȱ

Inspection and certification - Legalities 

TheȱInspectionȱandȱCertificationȱsystemȱinȱGreeceȱconformsȱwithȱtheȱEUȱlegislationȱ(EUȬReguȬ
lationȱ2092/91ȱwithȱallȱ itsȱamendments,ȱEUȬRegulationȱ2078/92ȱ forȱ theȱ introductionȱofȱhectareȱ
subsidies,ȱEUȬRegulationȱ1804/99ȱforȱbiologicalȱanimalȱhusbandry)ȱasȱwellȱasȱwithȱInternationalȱ
standardsȱ (CodexȱAlimentariousȱ andȱ IFOAM).ȱTheȱ competentȱ authorityȱ forȱ theȱ accreditationȱ
andȱcontrolȱofȱallȱinspectionȱandȱcertificationȱbodiesȱisȱtheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱ(OfficeȱofȱOrȬ
ganicȱProducts).ȱThisȱyear,ȱaȱnewȱorganisation,ȱnamedȱAGROCERT,ȱhasȱbeenȱfoundedȱbyȱ theȱ
MinistryȱofȱAgriculture.ȱAlthoughȱitȱhasȱaȱprivateȱentityȱstatus,ȱitȱisȱsupervisedȱbyȱtheȱMinistryȱ
ofȱAgricultureȱandȱisȱresponsibleȱforȱrevisingȱandȱimprovingȱtheȱaccreditationȱandȱcontrolȱofȱtheȱ
inspectionȱandȱcertificationȱsystemȱinȱtheȱcountry.ȱ

InȱGreece,ȱduringȱtheȱfirstȱyearȱofȱconversion,ȱtheȱfarmsȱareȱ inspectedȱ(theȱoperationȱpaysȱtheȱ
costȱofȱinspection)ȱbutȱproductionȱisȱnotȱcertifiedȱasȱorganicȱandȱcannotȱsellȱasȱsuch.ȱDuringȱtheȱ
secondȱandȱ thirdȱyearȱofȱ inspection,ȱ theȱproductsȱ fromȱperennialȱcropsȱstartȱ toȱbeȱcertifiedȱasȱ
�productȱofȱfarmingȱinȱconversionȱtoȱorganic�ȱwhileȱfromȱtheȱfourthȱyearȱandȱonwardsȱtheȱproȬ
duceȱisȱcertifiedȱasȱ�productȱofȱorganicȱfarming�.ȱInȱaȱsimilarȱmannerȱforȱannualȱcropsȱtheȱsecȬ
ondȱyearȱofȱinspection,ȱtheȱproductsȱstartȱtoȱbeȱcertifiedȱasȱ�productȱofȱfarmingȱinȱconversionȱtoȱ
organic�ȱwhileȱfromȱtheȱthirdȱyearȱandȱonwardsȱtheȱproduceȱisȱcertifiedȱasȱ�productȱofȱorganicȱ
farming�.ȱBecauseȱofȱthisȱextendedȱconversionȱperiod,ȱtheȱsupplyȱofȱtheȱorganicȱmarketȱcannotȱ
reactȱquicklyȱinȱresponseȱtoȱchangesȱinȱdemandȱsoȱconversionȱperiodȱfunctionsȱasȱaȱbufferȱsysȬ
temȱtoȱtheȱtemporaryȱpreferencesȱandȱtendenciesȱofȱtheȱmarket.ȱ

InȱGreece,ȱthereȱareȱthreeȱregisteredȱinspectionȱandȱcertificationȱbodies,ȱwhichȱoperateȱinȱaccorȬ
danceȱwithȱEuropeanȱUnionȱ regulations,ȱnamelyȱDIOȱ (theȱ largestȱ inȱ termsȱofȱoperationsȱandȱ
areaȱ (2677ȱoperationsȱ inȱ 1999),ȱoperatingȱ allȱoverȱ theȱ country),ȱSOGEȱ (operatingȱ allȱoverȱ theȱ
country)ȱandȱPhysiologikiȱ (operatingȱ inȱCentralȱandȱNorthernȱGreece).ȱTheȱpercentageȱofȱ theȱ
organicȱ landȱcertifiedȱbyȱeachȱcertificationȱbodyȱ isȱpresentedȱ inȱFigureȱ1.ȱTheȱmanagementȱofȱ
theȱ inspectionȱandȱcertificationȱ isȱperformedȱ inȱGreeceȱ(theȱpersonnelȱ isȱGreek)ȱandȱ isȱharmoȬ
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nisedȱwithȱ theȱEuropeanȱUnionȱ andȱ Internationalȱ legislationȱ andȱ standards.ȱSomeȱofȱ theȱorȬ
ganizationsȱhaveȱalreadyȱgainedȱlongȱexperienceȱandȱtheyȱareȱrecognisedȱabroad.ȱȱ
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 Distribution of organic farm land by certification body, in 1999 

Organic farming and its distribution  

Organic farming in the Mediterranean Region and Greece 

InȱmanyȱnonȬEUȱMediterraneanȱcountries,ȱaȱlackȱofȱnationalȱregulationȱmakesȱitȱdifficultȱtoȱdisȬ
tinguishȱorganicȱ farmingȱprojectsȱ fromȱ traditional,ȱextensiveȱandȱ lowȬchemicalȱ inputȱagriculȬ
ture.ȱ Inȱaddition,ȱ thereȱareȱoftenȱnoȱofficialȱstatisticsȱconcerningȱ theȱdevelopmentȱandȱcurrentȱ
statusȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱinȱtheseȱcountriesȱ(numberȱofȱfarmers,ȱareaȱcultivated,ȱetc).ȱThisȱisȱ
theȱcaseȱforȱTurkey,ȱTunisia,ȱMorocco,ȱEgypt,ȱLebanon,ȱCyprus,ȱMalta,ȱAlbaniaȱandȱAlgeria.ȱ

Accordingȱ toȱdataȱweȱhaveȱobtainedȱ fromȱNGOsȱandȱcertificationȱbodiesȱ throughȱourȱparticiȬ
pationȱinȱscientificȱnetworksȱforȱorganicȱfarming,ȱandȱstatisticsȱcollatedȱbyȱtheȱGermanȱorganiȬ
sationȱSOLȱ (Willer,ȱ 2001),ȱweȱhaveȱdrawnȱupȱ figuresȱ (Figureȱ 2ȱandȱ 3)ȱ indicatingȱ theȱ currentȱ
situationȱofȱorganicȱfarmingȱinȱtheȱMediterraneanȱregionȱ(dataȱwereȱcollectedȱinȱ1999ȱorȱ2000).ȱ
Inȱ termsȱofȱorganicallyȱcultivatedȱareas,ȱGreeceȱ (21280ȱha)ȱwasȱ rankedȱ6thȱafterȱ Italyȱ (959000ȱ
ha),ȱSpainȱ (352164ȱha),ȱFranceȱ (316000ȱha),ȱPortugalȱ (48000ȱha)ȱandȱTurkeyȱ (44500ȱha).ȱOtherȱ
MediterraneanȱcountriesȱsuchȱasȱTunisiaȱ(18000ȱha),ȱMoroccoȱ(12000ȱha)ȱandȱEgyptȱ(5000ȱha)ȱareȱ
rankedȱ lower,ȱbutȱ itȱshouldȱbeȱnotedȱ thatȱ inȱMoroccoȱaȱ largeȱpercentageȱofȱ landȱdescribedȱasȱ
beingȱorganicallyȱ cultivatedȱ isȱ actuallyȱnaturalȱArganȱ treeȱ forests.ȱFinally,ȱ inȱ someȱ countriesȱ
suchȱasȱtheȱLebanonȱ(300ȱha),ȱCyprusȱ(52ȱha)ȱandȱAlbaniaȱ(50ȱha)ȱorganicȱfarmingȱ isȱ inȱitsȱ inȬ
fancy,ȱwhileȱinȱMaltaȱwhereȱthereȱareȱonlyȱaȱfewȱexperimentalȱtrialsȱinȱprogressȱandȱinȱAlgeriaȱ
thereȱareȱatȱpresentȱnoȱorganicȱfarms.ȱ

Inȱ termsȱ ofȱpercentageȱ ofȱ totalȱ agriculturalȱ landȱ thatȱ isȱ organicallyȱ cultivated,ȱGreeceȱ (0.6%)ȱ
ranksȱ4thȱafterȱItalyȱ(6.46%),ȱSpainȱ(1.37%),ȱPortugalȱ(1.26%)ȱandȱFranceȱ(1.12%).ȱTunisiaȱ(0.2%),ȱ
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Moroccoȱ(0.17%),ȱEgyptȱ(0.15%),ȱTurkeyȱ(0.12%),ȱLebanonȱ(0.09%)ȱandȱCyprusȱ(0.04%)ȱallȱhaveȱ
lowerȱpercentageȱorganicȱcultivation.ȱ

Besides,ȱinȱtheȱexȱYugoslaviaȱcountries,ȱorganicȱfarmingȱisȱatȱtheȱbeginningȱafterȱtheȱstabilizaȬ
tionȱofȱtheȱsituationȱandȱtheȱendȱofȱconflicts.ȱOperationsȱandȱnationalȱlawsȱareȱunderwayȱ(e.g.ȱinȱ
CroatiaȱwhereȱaȱnationalȱlawȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱwasȱvotedȱinȱJanuary).ȱ

TheȱsituationȱofȱorganicȱfarmingȱinȱmostȱMediterraneanȱcountriesȱisȱveryȱdynamic.ȱAtȱpresent,ȱ
mostȱareȱinȱtheȱprocessȱofȱdrawingȱupȱnationalȱstandardsȱandȱregulationsȱandȱbesidesȱconverȬ
sionȱtoȱorganicȱfarmingȱbyȱgrowersȱproceedsȱatȱaȱhighȱrate.ȱ

Organic land in Mediterranean countries
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 Hectares of organic land in the Mediterranean countries 

Development of organic farming in Greece 

SinceȱtheȱimplementationȱofȱEUȱReg.ȱ2092/91ȱandȱ2078/92ȱinȱGreece,ȱtheȱcultivatedȱlandȱunderȱ
organicȱ agricultureȱ hasȱ anȱ annualȱ rateȱ ofȱ growthȱ rangingȱ betweenȱ 40%ȱ andȱ 120%,ȱ reachingȱ
21,453ȱhaȱinȱ1999ȱ(Figureȱ4;ȱFigureȱ5).ȱThisȱincludedȱ5042ȱcertifiedȱoperators,ȱofȱwhomȱapproxiȬ
matelyȱ4500ȱareȱproducers,ȱ300ȱareȱproducers,ȱprocessorsȱandȱdistributorsȱandȱ200ȱareȱprocesȬ
sorsȱandȱdistributors.ȱButȱstill,ȱ itȱaccountsȱonlyȱforȱ0.6%ȱofȱtheȱtotalȱcultivatedȱ landȱ inȱGreece.ȱ
Besides,ȱ100ȱorganicȱanimalȱhusbandryȱoperatorsȱwereȱ registeredȱbyȱ theȱendȱofȱ2000ȱ (theȱEUȱ
Reg.ȱ1804/99ȱforȱorganicȱanimalȱhusbandryȱbeganȱbeingȱimplementedȱinȱGreeceȱatȱtheȱautumnȱ
ofȱ2000).ȱ

Outȱofȱtheȱregisteredȱproductionȱinȱ1999,ȱaroundȱ30%ȱisȱorganicȱfarming,ȱ50%ȱorganicȱfarmingȱ
inȱconversionȱandȱ20%ȱregisteredȱoperationsȱinȱtheȱfirstȱyearȱofȱcontrol.ȱInȱ1998,ȱtheȱnumberȱofȱ
farmsȱamountedȱtoȱ4.231ȱaccountingȱforȱ0.48%ȱofȱtheȱtotalȱnumberȱofȱfarmsȱinȱtheȱcountryȱ(HelȬ
lenicȱMinistryȱofȱAgriculture,ȱ1999).ȱInȱtheȱsameȱyearȱtheȱtotalȱorganicȱandȱ inȱconversionȱareaȱ
amountedȱtoȱ15,402ȱhaȱaccountingȱforȱ0.47%ȱofȱtheȱtotalȱcultivatedȱlandȱoutȱofȱwhichȱ18%ȱ(2,771ȱ
ha)ȱwasȱorganicȱ farmingȱandȱ82%ȱ (12,628ȱha)ȱwasȱ inȱ theȱvariousȱ conversionȱ stagesȱ (Hellenicȱ
MinistryȱofȱAgriculture,ȱ1999).ȱ
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% of agricultural land that is organically cultivated
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 % total agricultural land organically cultivated in specific Mediterranean countries. 
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(source of data: from 1985 to 1993: DIO, from 1994 to 1996: Ministry of Agriculture) 

Distribution of organic farming 

WithinȱtheȱorganicȱsectorȱinȱGreece,ȱtheȱunequalȱgeographicalȱdistributionȱofȱlandȱandȱfarmsȱisȱ
theȱmainȱcharacteristic.ȱMoreȱthanȱ50%ȱofȱorganicȱfarmsȱareȱlocatedȱinȱonlyȱ5ȱofȱtheȱ52ȱprovincesȱ
ofȱGreece,ȱmainlyȱ inȱ theȱ followingȱ orderȱ ofȱ importance:ȱMessinia,ȱAchaia,ȱBiotia,ȱCorfuȱ andȱ
Heraklion.ȱ Inȱ addition,ȱmoreȱ thanȱ 55%ȱ ofȱ organicȱ farmsȱ areȱ locatedȱ inȱ threeȱ (Peloponnese,ȱ
WesternȱGreeceȱandȱCrete)ȱofȱtheȱ14ȱregionsȱofȱGreece.ȱInȱcontrast,ȱ inȱtheȱregionsȱofȱThessaly,ȱ
WesternȱMacedonia,ȱEastȱMacedoniaȱandȱThrace,ȱEpirusȱandȱtheȱsouthȱAegeanȱislandsȱtheȱrateȱ
ofȱgrowthȱofȱorganicȱfarmingȱisȱlowerȱcomparedȱtoȱtheȱrestȱofȱGreeceȱandȱtheȱnumbersȱofȱconȬ
vertedȱ farmsȱareȱ low.ȱTableȱ1ȱpresentsȱ theȱ regionalȱdistributionȱofȱorganicȱ cultivatedȱ landȱ inȱ



58 

1998ȱbutȱwithȱdataȱonlyȱfromȱtwoȱ(DIO,ȱPhysiologiki)ȱofȱtheȱthreeȱ inspectionȱandȱcertificationȱ
organisations.ȱȱ
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 Regional distribution of organic land in Greece, 1998 

Region Hectares % of entire organic area 

Peloponnese 2,842 29.2 

Western Greece 1,623 16.7 

Crete 922 9.5 

Central Greece 813 8.4 

North Aegean Islands 713 7.3 

Attica 676 6.9 

Central Macedonia 614 6.3 

Ionian Islands 459 4.7 

Western Macedonia 427 4.4 

Thessaly 242 2.5 

East Macedonia and Thrace 175 1.8 

Epirus 133 1.4 

South Aegean Islands 90 0.9 

Total 9,730 100 

Source of data: DIO; Physiologiki; van der Smissen, 1999 

Itȱseemsȱthatȱforȱtheȱintroductionȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱinȱaȱregion,ȱtheȱlevelȱofȱmarginalityȱinȱ
thisȱ regionȱ isȱ theȱmostȱ importantȱ factorȱ (theȱmoreȱmarginalȱ itȱ is,ȱ theȱeasierȱ theȱ introduction),ȱ
whileȱforȱitsȱfurtherȱdevelopment,ȱtheȱexistentȱinfrastructureȱplaysȱtheȱmostȱimportantȱrole.ȱAfȬ
terȱtheȱ introductionȱofȱorganicȱfarmingȱ inȱanȱarea,ȱsubventionȱpricesȱareȱ importantȱforȱtheȱexȬ
pansionȱofȱorganicȱfarmingȱ inȱthatȱarea.ȱTheȱnationalȱpolicyȱofȱsubsidiesȱtoȱorganicȱfarmersȱ isȱ
orientatedȱtoȱtheȱcreationȱofȱ�nuclei�ȱofȱorganicȱfarms,ȱhenceȱmakingȱitȱeasierȱforȱneighbouringȱ
farmersȱtoȱconvert.ȱȱ

OrganicȱagricultureȱisȱseenȱbyȱproducersȱasȱaȱmeansȱtoȱsustainȱagricultureȱwithȱlowȱorȱnoȬuseȱofȱ
externalȱinputsȱandȱtoȱmaintainȱorȱimproveȱfarmȱincome.ȱItȱisȱremarkableȱthatȱorganicȱproducȬ
tionȱwasȱfirstȱintroducedȱinȱoneȱofȱtheȱmostȱmarginalȱareasȱofȱGreeceȱ(Mani)ȱandȱwasȱdevelopedȱ
underȱcontractȱfarming.ȱInitially,ȱsmallȱsizeȱfarmsȱadoptedȱorganicȱpractices,ȱwhileȱmediumȱandȱ
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biggerȱsizeȱ farmsȱ followed.ȱStill,ȱ theȱaverageȱsizeȱofȱorganicȱ farmsȱ inȱGreeceȱ isȱ4ȱhaȱwhichȱ isȱ
equalȱtoȱtheȱnationalȱaverage.ȱ

Crops under organic management 

Regardingȱproduction,ȱtheȱvarietyȱofȱtheȱorganicȱproduceȱappearsȱratherȱpoor.ȱAmongȱperenȬ
nialȱcrops,ȱwhichȱareȱdominant,ȱoliveȱtreesȱcoverȱ56%ȱofȱtheȱtotalȱcultivatedȱlandȱunderȱorganicȱ
farming,ȱvineyardsȱ10%ȱandȱcitrusȱ7%ȱwhileȱallȱtheȱremainingȱstoneȱfruitsȱrepresentȱonlyȱ4%ȱofȱ
organicȱfarmland.ȱCerealsȱandȱvegetableȱcropsȱaccountȱforȱ8%ȱandȱ1.2%,ȱrespectively,ȱinȱspiteȱofȱ
theirȱimportanceȱinȱtheȱGreekȱmarketȱandȱexportsȱ(Figureȱ6).ȱȱ
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 Organic farming land area per crop in Hellas, 1999  

(source of data: Ministry of Agriculture)  

 Organic area per crop in 1998 and 1999, in Greece 

Type of product Surface (ha) 1998 Surface (ha) 1999 

Olive tree 9475 12085 

Vine 1566 2147 

Citrus 1299 1469 

Cereals 1000 1548 

Nuts 624 870 

Fodder 437 580 

Vegetables 240 267 

Industrial crops 197 172 

Pulses 57 67 

Fallow 60 199 

  Source of data: Hellenic Ministry of Agriculture 

Organicȱfarmingȱlandȱareaȱcorrespondingȱtoȱsomeȱimportantȱcropsȱinȱ1998ȱandȱ1999ȱinȱGreeceȱ
areȱshownȱinȱTableȱ2ȱ(HellenicȱMinistryȱofȱAgriculture,ȱ1998ȱandȱ1999).ȱTheȱhighestȱincreasesȱinȱ
landȱareaȱforȱtheȱperiodȱ1998ȱtoȱ1999ȱwereȱobservedȱforȱtheȱfollowingȱcrops:ȱcerealsȱ58%,ȱnutsȱ
40%,ȱvineyardsȱ37%,ȱfodderȱcropsȱ33%,ȱoliveȱtreeȱ28%ȱandȱpulsesȱ17%.ȱRegardingȱfodderȱcrops,ȱ
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thisȱhighȱ increaseȱcouldȱbeȱpartlyȱattributedȱ toȱ theȱexpectedȱ implementationȱofȱ theȱrecentȱEUȱ
Regulationȱ1804/99ȱconcerningȱanimalȱhusbandryȱ(inȱtheȱautumnȱofȱyearȱ2000).ȱȱ

Theȱrateȱofȱdevelopmentȱofȱcertainȱproductsȱmainlyȱdependsȱon:ȱ

a.ȱ theȱlevelȱofȱextensificationȱorȱintensificationȱbeforeȱtheȱadoptionȱofȱorganicȱpracticesȱ

b.ȱ existingȱresearchȱand/orȱknowȬhowȱforȱitsȱproductionȱ

c.ȱ marketȱchannelsȱdevelopedȱforȱtheȱspecificȱproduct.ȱ

Indeed,ȱolivicultureȱwasȱ theȱ firstȱ cultivationȱ toȱbeȱ convertedȱ toȱorganicȱbecauseȱ itȱdevelopedȱ
underȱcontractȱfarmingȱwhichȱguaranteedȱsalesȱofȱtheȱproduceȱ(oliveȱoil).ȱInȱGreeceȱtraditionalȱ
methodsȱareȱappliedȱtoȱoliveȱproductionȱasȱthereȱisȱaȱlongȱtraditionȱinȱoliviculture.ȱItȱisȱratherȱ
extensive,ȱcomparedȱwithȱotherȱcropsȱorȱolivicultureȱinȱotherȱcountries,ȱandȱthereȱareȱsatisfacȬ
toryȱresearchȱresultsȱandȱknowȱhowȱforȱtheȱcontrolȱofȱtheȱmainȱpestsȱofȱtheȱoliveȱtree.ȱ

Processing of organic products  

Theȱ processingȱ ofȱ organicȱ productsȱ isȱ highlyȱ advancedȱ comparedȱwithȱ thatȱ ofȱ conventionalȱ
productsȱbecauseȱ theyȱcontainȱ farȱ lessȱpreservatives.ȱ Inȱadditionȱprocessedȱ farmȱproductsȱareȱ
moreȱadventurous,ȱcomparedȱtoȱtheȱnonȬprocessed,ȱforȱtheȱfarmerȱifȱheȱorȱsheȱhasȱtheȱpossibiliȬ
tiesȱofȱprocessingȱthemȱbecauseȱitȱgivesȱhigherȱvalueȬaddedȱtoȱtheȱproductȱandȱthereforeȱhigherȱ
priceȱableȱ toȱpayȱ theȱextraȱ laborȱ involved.ȱAlthoughȱ thereȱareȱnoȱnationalȱstandardsȱ forȱprocȬ
essing,ȱ individualȱoperationsȱhaveȱ theirȱownȱstandards.ȱTheȱonlyȱdifferenceȱwithȱ theȱconvenȬ
tionalȱprocessedȱproductsȱ isȱ theȱuseȱofȱaȱ limitedȱnumberȱofȱpreservatives.ȱ Inȱtheȱorganicȱfoodȱ
processingȱindustryȱthereȱareȱoperatorsȱwhoȱworkȱatȱdifferentȱscaleȱandȱtypeȱofȱprocessing.ȱInȱ
manyȱcases,ȱprocessȱtakesȱplaceȱon/inȱfarm,ȱinȱothersȱinȱconventionalȱprocessingȱplantsȱwhileȱinȱ
someȱnewȱhighȱtechnologyȱandȱnovelȱprocessingȱmethodsȱareȱusedȱonlyȱforȱorganicȱproduce.ȱ

 Number of processing units per type of product certified by DIO, in 2000 

Processed Product Number of units Processed Product Number of units 

Cotton 3 Marmelades & jams 1 

Olive oil 59 Pulses 3 

Olives & olive pate 16 Cereals, powder, pasta 6 

Currants 6 Bread 4 

Wine 10 Rusk 3 

Vinegar 1 Sesame products 2 

Fruits & Vegetables 5 Aromatic plants 1 

Orange juice 1   

Tomato products 1   

 

Inȱ1998ȱthereȱwereȱ71ȱprocessorsȱallȱoverȱtheȱcountryȱ(HellenicȱMinistryȱofȱAgriculture,ȱ2000).ȱ35ȱ
ofȱwhichȱwereȱbothȱprocessingȱandȱpackagingȱunitsȱandȱwereȱcertifiedȱbyȱDIOȱ(Anastasiadisȱetȱ
al.ȱ2000;ȱKyriazopoulouȱpersonalȱ communication,ȱ2001).ȱ Inȱ1999ȱ theȱnumberȱ increasedȱ toȱ119ȱ
(HellenicȱMinistryȱofȱAgriculture,ȱ2000).ȱ66ȱofȱ themȱwereȱ certifiedȱbyȱDIO,ȱofȱwhichȱ27ȱunitsȱ
dealtȱonlyȱwithȱpackaging,ȱ2ȱonlyȱwithȱprocessingȱandȱ37ȱwithȱprocessingȱandȱpackagingȱ(AnȬ
astasiadisȱetȱal.ȱ2000;ȱKyriazopoulouȱpersonalȱcommunication,ȱ2001).ȱInȱorderȱtoȱhaveȱaȱgeneralȱ
pictureȱofȱtheirȱactivitiesȱ60%ȱofȱtheseȱ66ȱprocessingȱunitsȱdealtȱwithȱoliveȱoilȱandȱolives,ȱ14%ȱ



61 

withȱwine,ȱvinegarȱandȱcurrants,ȱ11%ȱwithȱcerealsȱ(powder,ȱpasta,ȱbread,ȱrusks)ȱandȱ6%ȱwithȱ
fruitȱ (juices,ȱ jams)ȱandȱvegetablesȱ (Tableȱ3)ȱ (Anastasiadisȱ etȱ al.ȱ2000;ȱKyriazopoulouȱpersonalȱ
communication,ȱ2001).ȱȱ

Market and market channels 

Althoughȱtheȱorganicȱindustryȱbeganȱinȱaȱnicheȱmarket,ȱsteadyȱgrowthȱhasȱledȱtoȱitsȱplaceȱinȱaȱ
ȈsegmentȈȱmarketȱ tillȱnowadays.ȱFromȱ1999ȱandȱonwardsȱ theȱdomesticȱmarketȱespeciallyȱhasȱ
beenȱexpandingȱrapidly,ȱmainlyȱdueȱ toȱ theȱcontinuousȱ foodȱcrisesȱduringȱ theȱpastȱ twoȱyears,ȱ
resultingȱin:ȱ

Ü anȱincreaseȱinȱtheȱvolumeȱandȱvarietyȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱȱ

Ü theȱestablishmentȱofȱmanyȱspecialisedȱshopsȱ

Ü theȱmarketingȱofȱorganicȱfoodȱbyȱtheȱlargestȱsupermarketȱchainsȱ

Today,ȱspecialisedȱshopsȱsellingȱorganicȱfoodȱcanȱbeȱfoundȱinȱallȱbigȱandȱaverageȱsizeȱcities.ȱInȱ
addition,ȱ theȱ largestȱ supermarketsȱ (withȱ aȱnumberȱofȱbranchesȱ inȱ eachȱ city)ȱ thatȱ controlȱ theȱ
mainȱvolumeȱofȱdistributedȱfoodȱinȱGreeceȱareȱinterestedȱinȱorȱhaveȱalreadyȱintroducedȱorganicȱ
foodȱ inȱtheirȱoutlets.ȱFurthermore,ȱchainsȱofȱspecialisedȱshopsȱsellingȱexclusivelyȱorganicȱfoodȱ
haveȱrecentlyȱappearedȱinȱtheȱlargestȱcities.ȱ

ItȱcannotȱbeȱclearlyȱstatedȱwhetherȱGreeceȱisȱaȱnetȱimporterȱorȱexporterȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱ(inȱ
valueȱofȱorganicȱproducts)ȱsinceȱthereȱareȱnoȱofficialȱdataȱ(MinistryȱofȱTradeȱorȱotherȱauthoriȬ
ties)ȱ forȱ theȱ volume,ȱ valueȱ andȱ typeȱ ofȱproductsȱ thatȱ areȱ importedȱ andȱ exported.ȱMakingȱ aȱ
roughȱassessmentȱinȱrelativeȱterms,ȱtheȱmostȱexportableȱproductsȱareȱtheȱoliveȱoilȱandȱtableȱolȬ
ivesȱ(80Ȭ90%ȱofȱtheȱproduceȱisȱexported),ȱwhileȱcurrantsȱandȱraisinsȱhaveȱtheȱsameȱpercentage.ȱItȱ
shouldȱbeȱnotedȱatȱthisȱpointȱthatȱtheȱexportȬorientatedȱcharacterȱofȱtheȱfirstȱorganicȱprojectsȱinȱ
Greeceȱ regardingȱ citrusȱ andȱ tableȱ grapes,ȱ isȱ aroundȱ 70%,ȱwhileȱ thisȱ figureȱ isȱ veryȱ smallȱ forȱ
vegetablesȱ inȱspiteȱofȱ theȱgreatȱpotentialȱofȱGreeceȱ toȱproduceȱorganicȱvegetables.ȱ Inȱcontrast,ȱ
thereȱareȱimportsȱofȱlowȱandȱhighȱprocessedȱandȱpackedȱproductsȱ(suchȱasȱlentils,ȱsugar,ȱcereȬ
als,ȱflour,ȱbreakfastȱproducts,ȱjamsȱandȱchocolates)ȱasȱwellȱasȱofȱvegetablesȱ(especiallyȱpotatoes)ȱ
dueȱtoȱtheirȱlowȱvolumeȱandȱseasonalȱnature.ȱ

Thereȱisȱaȱgreatȱvariationȱofȱdistributionȱchannelsȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱinȱtheȱdomesticȱmarket.ȱ
Manyȱfarmers,ȱespeciallyȱthoseȱproducingȱvegetablesȱandȱfruits,ȱsellȱdirectlyȱeitherȱatȱtheȱfarmȱ
gateȱorȱinȱlocalȱmarkets.ȱTheȱshareȱofȱdirectȱsalesȱisȱestimatedȱaroundȱ30%ȱofȱtheȱtotalȱdomesticȱ
salesȱforȱvegetables,ȱlowerȱforȱfruits,ȱwhileȱforȱtheȱremainingȱproductsȱ(mainlyȱpreservedȱprodȬ
ucts)ȱitȱcanȱbeȱconsideredȱeligible.ȱȱ

Regardingȱallȱ theȱotherȱproducts,ȱ itȱ isȱestimatedȱ thatȱ60%ȱofȱ theȱquantityȱconsumedȱdomestiȬ
callyȱ isȱdeliveredȱ throughȱ specialisedȱ shopsȱ (passingȱ theȱmarketȱ chain:ȱproducerȬwholesalerȬȱ
retailerȱorȱproducerȬretailer)ȱandȱtheȱremainingȱ40%ȱisȱsoldȱinȱtheȱbigȱsupermarketsȱwhichȱhaveȱ
shownȱanȱincreasingȱinterestȱforȱorganicȱproductsȱduringȱtheȱlastȱtwoȱyearsȱ(throughȱtheȱmarketȱ
chain:ȱproducerȱȬȱwholesalerȱandȱpackerȱ�ȱSM).ȱ

Premium Prices 

Inȱspiteȱofȱtheȱrapidȱincreaseȱofȱtheȱmarketȱofȱorganicȱproducts,ȱthisȱremainsȱnotȱwellȱstructuredȱ
(inȱmanyȱcasesȱwithȱnoȱ structureȱatȱall),ȱ itȱ isȱmonopolistic,ȱnotȱ transparentȱandȱexportȱorienȬ
tated.ȱThisȱresultsȱinȱanȱirregularȱsupplyȱofȱorganicȱproduce,ȱpriceȱfluctuationȱinȱtimeȱandȱspace,ȱ
andȱsubstantialȱdifferencesȱbetweenȱproducerȱandȱconsumerȱpriceȱ (VassiliouȱandȱKabourakis,ȱ
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1999).ȱItȱisȱveryȱlikelyȱthatȱcertifiedȱorganicȱproductsȱareȱtradedȱasȱconventionalȱinȱsomeȱcasesȱ
eitherȱbecauseȱ thereȱ isȱnoȱmarketȱ forȱ themȱorȱbecauseȱproducersȱ cannotȱ reachȱ suchȱmarketsȱ
(VassiliouȱandȱKabourakis,ȱ1999).ȱInȱmanyȱcases,ȱorganicȱproductsȱhaveȱpremiumȱprices,ȱwhichȱ
mayȱvaryȱ fromȱ10%ȱ toȱ100%,ȱwhileȱ theȱdifferenceȱbetweenȱ theȱproducer�sȱpriceȱandȱ theȱ finalȱ
consumer�sȱpriceȱcanȱbeȱquiteȱhigh,ȱ3ȱtoȱ4ȱtimesȱtheȱproducerȱpriceȱ(VassiliouȱandȱKabourakis,ȱ
1999;ȱMichelsenȱetȱal,ȱ1999).ȱTheȱreasonsȱforȱsuchȱphenomenaȱare:ȱtheȱlimitedȱsizeȱofȱtheȱorganicȱ
market,ȱandȱtheȱproductionȱbyȱcontractȱfarmingȱ(VassiliouȱandȱKabourakis,ȱ1999).ȱȱ

Butȱtheȱmarketȱconditionsȱchangeȱcontinuously.ȱOrganicȱmarketȱmayȱenlargeȱasȱmoreȱproductsȱ
areȱproducedȱinȱtermsȱofȱvarietyȱandȱvolume,ȱresultingȱtoȱeconomiesȱofȱscaleȱandȱmoreȱefficientȱ
transactions,ȱwhichȱwillȱlowerȱprocessing,ȱtradeȱandȱtransactionȱcostsȱforȱorganicȱproducts.ȱAsȱ
moreȱenterpriseȱwillȱbeȱinvolvedȱinȱtheȱorganicȱmarketȱtheȱcompetitionȱwillȱbeȱincreasedȱcausȬ
ingȱ anȱ evenȱmoreȱpriceȱ reductionȱ (itȱ isȱ estimatedȱ thatȱ theȱ retailȱoutletsȱdealingȱwithȱorganicȱ
productsȱincreaseȱbyȱ20Ȭ30%ȱtheȱlastȱfewȱyears).ȱThus,ȱconsumerȱpricesȱmayȱbeȱlowerȱcausingȱaȱ
demandȱincrease.ȱThisȱwillȱcauseȱdemandȱforȱmoreȱproductsȱfromȱtheȱprimaryȱsectorȱbyȱtradeȱ
enterprisesȱ leadingȱ toȱhigherȱpremiumȱpricesȱ forȱ theȱproducerȱ thanȱ today,ȱandȱgapsȱbetweenȱ
producerȱandȱconsumerȱpriceȱmightȱbeȱreduced.ȱTherefore,ȱmajorȱchangesȱareȱexpectedȱinȱtheȱ
interimȱperiodȱ(Vassiliou,ȱ2000).ȱȱ

Economics of organic farms 

Thereȱisȱlimitedȱresearchȱinȱtheȱeconomicsȱofȱorganicȱfarms.ȱThisȱisȱdueȱtoȱtheȱabsenceȱofȱinterestȱ
fromȱ academiaȱ andȱ theȱ limitedȱ numberȱ ofȱ farmsȱ operatingȱ andȱ productsȱ produced.ȱ Theȱ reȬ
searchȱcontuctedȱsoȱfarȱaccessingȱfarmȱeconomicȱ isȱ limitedȱdueȱtoȱ ȱtheȱsmallȱnumberȱofȱfarmsȱ
consideredȱinȱtheȱresearchȱandȱtheȱoneȬyearȱresearchȱ(Dessyllas,ȱ1992ȱFotopoulos,ȱ1999).ȱOnlyȱinȱ
oneȱresearchȱprojectȱthroughoutȱaȱfourȬyearȱperiodȱwasȱaccessȱtoȱtheȱeconomicȱofȱorganicȱoliveȱ
oilȱproductionȱinȱCreteȱconsideredȱandȱcomparedȱtoȱtheȱaverageȱofȱtheȱregion.ȱNevertheless,ȱallȱ
theȱresearchȱthatȱhasȱtakenȱplaceȱinȱGreeceȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱbibliographicalȱevidenceȱsuggestsȱthatȱ
economicȱperformanceȱofȱ theȱ farmȱ changesȱ togetherȱwithȱ theȱ agronomicȱ andȱ ecologicalȱperȬ
formanceȱasȱtheȱfarmȱ isȱconvertedȱfromȱconventionalȱtoȱorganicȱ(Dabbert,ȱ1994).ȱProductivity,ȱ
andȱthereforeȱproductionȱisȱreducedȱduringȱtheȱconversionȱandȱconvertedȱperiod.ȱOlivicultureȱ
canȱbeȱanȱexceptionȱasȱnoȱsignificantȱreductionȱisȱreported.ȱThisȱdependsȱhighlyȱonȱtheȱlevelȱofȱ
intensification/orȱextensificationȱduringȱtheȱconventionalȱperiodȱasȱwellȱtheȱmanagerialȱcapacityȱ
ofȱtheȱgrower.ȱLabourȱandȱlabourȱcostȱisȱhigherȱinȱorganicȱfarmsȱasȱmanyȱfarmsȱapplicationsȱareȱ
doneȱmanually.ȱVariableȱcostȱisȱreducedȱ�ȱthisȱdependsȱmainlyȱonȱtheȱdependenceȱorȱnotȱofȱtheȱ
farmȱfromȱoffȬfarmȱinputs.ȱWhenȱaȱfarmȱisȱconvertedȱtoȱorganicȱsomeȱinvestmentsȱareȱneededȱ
whichȱincreaseȱtheȱfixedȱcostȱofȱtheȱfarmȱenterprise.ȱFinally,ȱincomeȱisȱexpectedȱtoȱbeȱhigherȱbutȱ
ofȱcourseȱthisȱdependsȱonȱmarketȱpricesȱ(whichȱinȱitsȱturnȱdependsȱonȱtheȱabilitiesȱofȱtheȱfarmerȱ
toȱpenetrateȱintoȱtheȱmarkets)ȱandȱfarmers�ȱcapabilityȱtoȱoperateȱatȱaȱlowȱcost.ȱ

Farmers organisation 

Althoughȱorganicȱagricultureȱdevelopedȱduringȱ itsȱearlyȱstageȱasȱaȱcontractȬfarming,ȱ laterȱonȱ
growersȱ startedȱbeingȱorganisedȱ inȱproducersȇȱgroupsȱ and/orȱ coȬoperativesȱasȱ aȱmeanȱ toȱapȬ
proachȱmarketsȱandȱincreaseȱtheirȱincome,ȱhavingȱaȱpartȱofȱtheȱmarketȱmargin.ȱHowever,ȱuntilȱ
nowȱthereȱisȱnotȱanyȱregionalȱorȱnationalȱassociationȱofȱfarmers,ȱprocessors,ȱretailers,ȱetc.ȱmainlyȱ
dueȱtoȱtheȱfactȱthatȱorganicȱfarmingȱindustryȱisȱstillȱinȱitsȱinfancy.ȱ
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Agronomic aspects 

Inȱadditionȱ toȱ theȱunequalȱgeographicalȱdistributionȱofȱorganicȱ farmsȱandȱprocessingȱunitsȱ inȱ
theȱcountryȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱsmallȱaverageȱsizeȱofȱorganicȱfarms,ȱmanyȱotherȱunfavourableȱcondiȬ
tionsȱmustȱbeȱovercome.ȱManyȱ technicalȱproblemsȱremainȱ toȱbeȱsolvedȱandȱmanyȱproductionȱ
systemsȱlackȱtheȱappropriateȱtechnology.ȱFinally,ȱmostȱofȱtheȱauthorizedȱagentsȱforȱfertilizationȱ
andȱplantȱprotectionȱareȱimportedȱthusȱnotȱtheȱmostȱsuitableȱforȱGreekȱconditions.ȱȱ

Soil and soil fertility management 

Managementȱofȱsoilȱfertilityȱusingȱorganicȱfertilizersȱremainsȱoneȱofȱtheȱweakestȱpoints.ȱGrowȬ
ersȱhaveȱnotȱbeenȱwellȱinformedȱofȱtheȱproperȱtimingȱandȱamountsȱofȱorganicȱfertilizersȱtoȱapȬ
ply,ȱandȱtheseȱfertilisersȱhaveȱquiteȱdifferentȱattributesȱtoȱtheȱconventionalȱchemicalȱandȱmineralȱ
agents.ȱThereȱareȱmanyȱdifferencesȱinȱtheȱamountsȱofȱfertilizersȱusedȱbyȱorganicȱfarmers,ȱwhichȱ
dependȱonȱtheȱcropȱandȱwhetherȱtheȱmodelȱofȱcultivationȱfollowedȱisȱextensiveȱorȱintensive.ȱForȱ
example,ȱgreenhouseȱcultivatorsȱusuallyȱapplyȱmuchȱ largerȱquantitiesȱofȱ fertilizersȱ thanȱ isȱreȬ
quiredȱwhileȱoliveȱgrowersȱusuallyȱapplyȱlowerȱorȱnormalȱamounts.ȱAȱcombinationȱofȱfertilizaȬ
tionȱmethodsȱandȱ soilȱ tillageȱ techniques,ȱ especiallyȱ theȱminimumȱ tillageȱorȱnoȱ tillageȱ recomȬ
mendedȱ inȱ organicȱ agriculture,ȱ haveȱ notȱ yetȱ beenȱ effectivelyȱ adoptedȱ byȱ organicȱ growers.ȱ
Besides,ȱfarmersȱoftenȱdoȱnotȱuseȱcoverȱcropsȱasȱrecommendedȱbyȱorganicȱfarmingȱandȱcodesȱofȱ
sustainableȱpractices.ȱFurthermore,ȱfarmersȱoftenȱ lackȱappropriateȱmachineryȱforȱsoilȱmanageȬ
ment.ȱTheȱproblemsȱofȱsoilȱerosionȱandȱsoilȱsalinityȱareȱsignificantȱ inȱsomeȱregionsȱofȱGreece,ȱ
whereȱimprovingȱtheȱpropertiesȱandȱfertilityȱofȱsoilȱisȱmoreȱdifficult.ȱ

Inȱmanyȱmountainousȱorȱ semiȬmountainousȱareas,ȱ theȱuseȱofȱmechanizationȱ (forȱ soilȱ cultivaȬ
tion,ȱweedȱcontrol,ȱgreenȱmanureȱapplication,ȱharvestingȱetc)ȱisȱdifficultȱorȱnotȱfeasible.ȱInȱaddiȬ
tion,ȱasȱcropȱandȱanimalȱproductionȱareȱ traditionallyȱ separatedȱ inȱGreece,ȱgrowersȱcannotȱbeȱ
easilyȱ suppliedȱwithȱ adequateȱquantitiesȱofȱmanureȱproducedȱonȬfarmȱ andȱ thusȱ itȱhasȱoftenȱ
beenȱ suggestedȱ thatȱ cooperationȱ schemesȱ betweenȱ growersȱ andȱ animalȱ breedersȱ shouldȱ beȱ
promotedȱatȱaȱregionalȱ(local)ȱlevelȱtoȱtheirȱmutualȱbenefit.ȱȱ

Pest management 

Someȱinsectȱpestsȱofȱcommonȱcropsȱcauseȱseriousȱproblems,ȱasȱforȱexampleȱtheȱoliveȱflyȱinȱoliveȱ
orchards.ȱFrequentlyȱ theȱpopulationȱnumbersȱofȱ thisȱ insectȱ areȱveryȱhighȱ resultingȱ inȱ severeȱ
damage,ȱandȱ theȱplantȱprotectionȱagentsȱ thatȱareȱcompatibleȱwithȱorganicȱagricultureȱ regulaȬ
tionsȱcannotȱeffectivelyȱcontrolȱthisȱpest.ȱȱ

Plant material 

Thereȱ isȱ littleȱ experienceȱ inȱdevelopingȱplantȱvarietiesȱappropriateȱ forȱorganicȱ farming.ȱMostȱ
organicȱgrowersȱuseȱtheȱcommercialȱhybridsȱthatȱhaveȱbeenȱdevelopedȱforȱconventionalȱcultiȬ
vation.ȱ

Research and Training 

Asȱyet,ȱthereȱisȱnoȱUniversityȱDepartmentȱorȱResearchȱInstituteȱdevotedȱexclusivelyȱtoȱorganicȱ
agriculture.ȱHowever,ȱtheȱAgriculturalȱUniversitiesȱhaveȱincludedȱmodulesȱconcerningȱvariousȱ
aspectsȱofȱorganicȱagriculture,ȱespeciallyȱrelatedȱtoȱplantȱprotectionȱmethodsȱandȱtechniques,ȱinȱ
theirȱcourses.ȱResearchersȱdealȱwithȱtheȱspecificȱproblemsȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱandȱoftenȱconȬ
tributeȱinȱsolvingȱproblemsȱofȱorganicȱfarmers.ȱSocioȬeconomicȱresearchȱisȱalsoȱcarriedȱoutȱbutȱ
ofȱlimitedȱscope.ȱ



64 

TheȱAgriculturalȱUniversityȱofȱAthensȱhasȱannouncedȱaȱ lecturer�sȱpostȱ inȱorganicȱ farmingȱofȱ
arableȱlandȱcrops.ȱRecently,ȱtheȱAristotleȱUniversityȱofȱThessaloniki,ȱFacultyȱofȱAgricultureȱhasȱ
initiatedȱaȱPostgraduateȱProgrammeȱatȱMScȱlevel,ȱinȱSustainableȱRuralȱDevelopment.ȱTheȱTechȬ
nologicalȱEducationalȱ InstituteȱofȱEpirusȱhasȱ initiatedȱaȱnewȱDepartmentȱonȱ theȱ islandȱofȱKeȬ
falloniaȱonȱ�BiologicalȱAgriculture�ȱandȱtheȱTechnologicalȱEducationalȱInstituteȱofȱCreteȱoffersȱ
undergraduateȱcoursesȱinȱorganicȱfarming.ȱTheȱNationalȱAgriculturalȱResearchȱFoundationȱapȬ
pointedȱthreeȱresearchȱpositionsȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱatȱtheȱendȱofȱ2000.ȱTheȱMediterraneanȱAgȬ
ronomicȱ InstituteȱatȱChaniaȱ (MAICh)ȱperformsȱ researchȱandȱ trainingȱactivitiesȱ inȱ theȱ fieldȱofȱ
organicȱfarming,ȱincludingȱscientificȱnetworks,ȱresearchȱprojects,ȱmarketȱsurveys,ȱshortȱcoursesȱ
andȱseminars.ȱTheȱDepartmentȱofȱHorticulturalȱQualityȱManagementȱatȱMAIChȱhasȱinitiatedȱaȱ
newȱPostgraduateȱProgrammeȱ inȱSustainableȱHorticultureȱstartingȱ inȱ theȱacademicȱyearȱ2001Ȭ
2002.ȱȱ

Theȱ InspectionȱandȱCertificationȱbodiesȱofȱ theȱcountryȱalsoȱperformȱ trainingȱactivitiesȱsuchȱasȱ
courses,ȱ seminarsȱandȱ theȱpublicationȱofȱ referenceȱbooks,ȱbookletsȱandȱmagazines.ȱLocalȱAuȬ
thorities,ȱasȱwellȱasȱassociationsȱofȱgrowersȱveryȱoftenȱcontributeȱtoȱtheseȱefforts.ȱThereȱareȱinȬ
troductoryȱtrainingȱcoursesȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱatȱvocationalȱschools,ȱagriculturalȱschools,ȱetc.ȱ
butȱoftenȱtheȱqualityȱisȱlow.ȱȱ

Subsidies and Policy 

Organicȱ farmingȱ isȱsupportedȱbyȱ theȱorganicȱ farmingȱschemeȱofȱRegulationȱ (EC)ȱ2078/93.ȱAlȬ
thoughȱthereȱisȱaȱminimumȱsupportȱcomparedȱwithȱotherȱEuropeanȱUnionȱcountriesȱ(Vassiliouȱ
etȱal,ȱ1999,ȱAnastasiadisȱetȱal,ȱ2000).ȱ Inȱspiteȱofȱ theȱ factȱ thatȱsubsidyȱpaymentsȱ isȱonlyȱaȱveryȱ
smallȱpartȱofȱtheȱfinancialȱreturnsȱinȱtheȱorganicȱfarm,ȱtheyȱareȱaȱfactorȱthatȱcontributesȱtoȱtheȱ
producers�ȱdecisionȬmaking,ȱ sinceȱ itȱ providesȱ insuranceȱ againstȱ theȱ riskȱ ofȱ conversionȱ (VasȬ
siliouȱetȱal,ȱ1999).ȱAsȱdemandȱofȱtheȱmarketȱisȱrelatedȱtoȱsupplyȱandȱsupplyȱisȱrelatedȱtoȱsubsiȬ
dies,ȱtheseȱinteractionsȱinfluenceȱmarketȱdevelopmentȱinȱGreece.ȱȱ

TheȱgeneralȱguidelinesȱgivenȱbyȱtheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱtoȱtheȱ localȱauthoritiesȱforȱtheȱreȬ
gionalȱimplementationȱofȱ2078/93ȱtakeȱintoȱconsiderationȱtheȱfollowingȱparameters:ȱ

Ü Theȱlocationȱofȱtheȱfield:ȱifȱitȱnearȱtheȱseacoastȱorȱaȱlakeȱorȱaȱriverȱorȱifȱthereȱareȱneighboringȱ
organicȱfarmsȱ

Ü Theȱtypeȱofȱtheȱcrop:ȱtraditionalȱcropsȱofȱtheȱregion,ȱproductsȱofȱprotectedȱdesignationȱofȱ
originȱ(PDO),ȱproductsȱofȱprotectedȱgeographicalȱindicationȱ(PGI).ȱȱ

Asȱyet,ȱnoȱconcreteȱpolicyȱregardingȱorganicȱfarmingȱhasȱbeenȱadoptedȱbyȱtheȱGreekȱstate.ȱOrȬ
ganicȱfarmingȱwasȱconsideredȱimportantȱforȱlessȱfavouredȱandȱenvironmentallyȱsensitiveȱareas.ȱ
ManyȱofficialsȱatȱtheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱareȱinȱfavourȱofȱorganicȱfarming.ȱTheȱpoliticalȱsupȬ
portȱofȱlocalȱauthoritiesȱregardingȱorganicȱfarmingȱisȱincreasingȱdueȱtoȱtheȱdemandsȱofȱsociety.ȱ

Conclusions 

AlthoughȱtheȱsizeȱofȱtheȱorganicȱfarmingȱindustryȱinȱGreeceȱisȱsmall,ȱconsiderableȱprogressȱhasȱ
beenȱmadeȱduringȱtheȱlastȱdecade.ȱTheȱindustryȱisȱbeginningȱtoȱdevelopȱmainlyȱdueȱtoȱtheȱacȬ
tivitiesȱofȱtheȱprivateȱsectorȱ inȱtheȱeconomy,ȱwhichȱmostlyȱpaysȱtheȱcostsȱ(inspection,ȱprocessȬ
ing,ȱmarketing,ȱetc)ȱandȱtheȱinvestments,ȱatȱtheȱtimeȱwhenȱstateȱsupportȱisȱminimal.ȱȱ

WeȱforeseeȱfurtherȱprogressȱinȱtheȱcomingȱyearsȱdueȱtoȱtheȱincreasingȱpublicȱdemandȱforȱqualȬ
ityȱfood,ȱitsȱgrowingȱenvironmentalȱawarenessȱandȱtheȱexpansionȱofȱtheȱlocalȱandȱinternationalȱ
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marketsȱforȱorganicȱfarming.ȱTheȱextentȱofȱthisȱprogressȱwillȱdependȱonȱtheȱprofessionalismȱofȱ
theȱindustryȱandȱonȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱtheȱrequiredȱinfrastructures.ȱ
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