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Cooperative Associations for Organic 

Farming 

Hakkõ İnanҘ 
Tekirdağ College of Agriculture, University of Trakya, Turkey 

ȱ

Summary: In this paper, the basic structures, missions and issues of major marketing organizations 
and cooperative associations in the USA and EU countries, with reference to organic farming are ex-
amined. In this respect, examples from public, private and farm organizations which conduct activi-
ties related to organic farming in the World and in Turkey were evaluated. 

Organic farming organizations and their services are worth looking into in the USA and in most EU 
countries. On the other hand, such organizations and their affiliated activities on organic farming are 
rather limited and new in Turkey. In particular, Turkish agricultural cooperatives seem to have made 
no significant efforts in organic farming at present, probably due to the fact that most of the basic 
problems of agricultural cooperatives have not been solved. 

In particular, the issues as the services of cooperatives to organic producers, management of coop-
eratives to assure producer control and the roles of local, regional and national cooperatives con-
cerning organic farming are of crucial importance to the development of organic cooperatives.  

Organic production is at a crossroads. Consumers of organic products fall into three main catego-
ries: the politically or ideologically motivated who are concerned about the environment and animal 
rights; the health conscious; and the switchers, who are easily swayed by the media and influenced 
by price and availability. However, consumer demand is driving a rapidly expanding market that has 
not yet been sufficiently organized to meet its needs. The creation of cooperatives can help remedy 
this situation, but they must be developed according to producer relevant models that do not dupli-
cate those typically found in conventional agriculture. The information generated from the related 
organizations will help organic producers develop structures (e.g., cooperatives) to maintain control 
of their destiny in the market place. Currently, the farmer, organic or otherwise, has little if anything 
to say regarding the prices he or she receives. Consequently, the number of family farms has de-
clined drastically due to poor farm income. 

The organic food-processing sector in many countries traditionally consists of small and medium-
sized successful enterprises, which produce one to two speciality products and sell them locally.  

Large agri-food companies are investing in organic foods and using their names to launch brands 
available nation-wide. 

A survey of organic producers whose aim is to explore marketing options may yield important in-
formation that will characterize current organic farm production systems, prioritize research needs, 
guide the development of cooperatives, and stimulate other organic industry initiatives. The survey 
could include questions related to general organic farm structure, operations and management, and 
current production constraints. 

The organic industry provides a unique, and perhaps the last, opportunity to create a more sustain-
able food and fiber production network, but we must govern our own pricing structures that will al-
low us to remain on our farms with dignity. A fair return for such an honorable profession is not too 
much to ask. 

ȱ

1. Introduction 

Organicȱfarmingȱcanȱbeȱdefinedȱas:ȱȈOrganicȱfarmingȱisȱanȱecologicalȱproductionȱmanagementȱsystemȱ
thatȱ promotesȱ andȱ enhancesȱ biodiversity,ȱ biologicalȱ cyclesȱ andȱ soilȱ biologicalȱ activity.ȱ Itȱ isȱ basedȱ onȱ
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minimalȱ useȱ ofȱ offȬfarmȱ inputsȱ andȱ onȱ managementȱ practicesȱ thatȱ restore,ȱ maintainȱ andȱ enhanceȱ
ecologicalȱharmony.�ȱ

�Organic�ȱtermȱdenotesȱproductsȱproducedȱunderȱtheȱauthorityȱofȱtheȱOrganicȱFoodsȱProductionȱ
Act.ȱTheȱprincipalȱguidelinesȱforȱorganicȱproductionȱareȱtoȱuseȱmaterialsȱandȱpracticesȱthatȱenȬ
hanceȱtheȱecologicalȱbalanceȱofȱnaturalȱsystemsȱandȱthatȱintegrateȱtheȱpartsȱofȱtheȱfarmingȱsysȬ
temȱ intoȱanȱecologicalȱwhole.ȱOrganicȱfarmingȱpracticesȱcannotȱensureȱthatȱproductsȱareȱcomȬ
pletelyȱ freeȱofȱ residues;ȱhowever,ȱmethodsȱareȱusedȱ toȱminimizeȱpollutionȱ fromȱair,ȱ soilȱandȱ
water.ȱOrganicȱ foodȱhandlers,ȱprocessorsȱandȱ retailersȱadhereȱ toȱ standardsȱ thatȱmaintainȱ theȱ
integrityȱofȱorganicȱagriculturalȱproducts.ȱTheȱprimaryȱgoalȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱisȱtoȱoptimizeȱ
theȱ healthȱ andȱ productivityȱ ofȱ interdependentȱ communitiesȱ ofȱ soilȱ life,ȱ plants,ȱ animalsȱ andȱ
people.ȱTheȱuseȱofȱalmostȱallȱsyntheticȱinputsȱisȱforbiddenȱinȱorganicȱfarmingȱbyȱlawsȱandȱcertiȬ
ficationȱprograms.ȱCropȱrotationȱisȱcompulsoryȱtoȱavoidȱtheȱexhaustionȱofȱtheȱsoil.ȱȱ

2. Organic Farming in the European Union and Turkey 

2.1. France 

InȱcontrastȱwithȱotherȱEuropeanȱcountries,ȱorganicȱagricultureȱinȱFranceȱdevelopedȱfurthestȱinȱ
theȱnineteenȬeighties,ȱparticularlyȱ inȱareasȱofȱqualityȱ levelȱofȱ theȱproducts,ȱnumberȱofȱorganicȱ
farmsȱandȱlevelȱofȱinformationȱamongstȱtheȱpopulation.ȱȱ

Theȱfirstȱstandardsȱforȱorganicȱagricultureȱwereȱpublishedȱinȱ1972ȱbyȱtheȱproducers�ȱassociationȱ
Natureȱ&ȱProgrès.ȱLegislationȱonȱorganicȱagricultureȱwasȱpassedȱinȱ1981.ȱTheȱstateȱlogoȱforȱorȬ
ganicȱproducts,ȱtheȱABȬLogoȱ(AgricultureȱBiologique),ȱwasȱlaunchedȱinȱ1985.ȱThisȱhighȱlevelȱofȱ
stateȱrecognitionȱledȱtoȱtheȱwideȱacceptanceȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱinȱFranceȱandȱacrossȱitsȱborȬ
dersȱandȱatȱ theȱ timeȱFranceȱwasȱ theȱmostȱ importantȱEuropeanȱsupplierȱ forȱorganicȱproducts,ȱ
andȱ40ȱperȱcentȱofȱtheȱEuropeanȱorganicȱlandȱwasȱlocatedȱinȱFrance.ȱ

InȱtheȱmidȱnineteenȬnineties,ȱtheȱnumberȱofȱorganicȱfarmsȱstagnated,ȱandȱtheȱareaȱofȱorganicallyȱ
farmedȱlandȱgrewȱonlyȱveryȱslowly.ȱThisȱwasȱdueȱtoȱtheȱimplementationȱofȱcouncilȱregulationȱ
numberȱ2092/91ȱandȱmajorȱchangesȱinȱtheȱorganizationȱofȱtheȱsector.ȱȱ

Inȱ1993ȱtheȱbudgetȱprovidedȱbyȱtheȱFrenchȱgovernmentȱforȱconversionȱaidsȱwasȱstillȱveryȱmodȬ
estȱ inȱcomparisonȱwithȱotherȱEUȬcountries.ȱ Inȱ theȱyearȱ1998,ȱhowever,ȱ theȱFrenchȱMinistryȱofȱ
Agricultureȱ (http://www.agriculture.gouv.fr/accueilv3.htm)ȱ hadȱ allocatedȱ 60ȱ millionȱ Francsȱ
(approximatelyȱ9ȱmillionȱEuro).ȱTheseȱsubsidiesȱwereȱdistributedȱbyȱregion.ȱ

InȱDecemberȱ1997,ȱbecauseȱofȱ theȱgrowingȱdomesticȱdemandȱ (20ȱpercentȱannualȱ increase)ȱanȱ
actionȱplanȱ (PlanȱPluriannuelȱdeȱDéveloppementȱetȱ laȱPromotionȱdeȱ l�AgricultureȱBiologique)ȱ
wasȱannouncedȱbyȱTheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱtoȱsupportȱorganicȱproduction.ȱ

Theȱplanȱinvolvesȱsubsidiesȱtotallingȱ80ȱmillionȱFrancsȱ(12.3ȱmillionȱEuro)ȱtoȱstimulateȱandȱimȬ
proveȱorganicȱproduction,ȱdistributionȱandȱsales.ȱTheȱgoalȱrequiresȱconvertingȱoneȱmillionȱhecȬ
taresȱofȱfarmlandȱandȱincreasingȱtheȱnumberȱofȱorganicȱproducersȱtoȱ25,000ȱbyȱtheȱyearȱ2005.ȱInȱ
orderȱ toȱachieveȱ thisȱgoal,ȱ financialȱ supportȱ forȱ farmȱ conversionȱwasȱ increased,ȱandȱ supportȱ
wasȱextendedȱtoȱmarketingȱinitiativesȱasȱwellȱasȱtoȱtrainingȱandȱresearch.ȱ

Moreȱthanȱ60ȱpercentȱofȱtheȱorganicȱlandȱisȱlocatedȱinȱtheȱsixȱregionsȱofȱBasseȱNormandie,ȱBreȬ
tagne,ȱPaysȱdeȱlaȱLoire,ȱLanguedocȬRoussillon,ȱMidiȬPyrénéesȱandȱRhôneȬAlpes,ȱwhichȱaccountȱ
forȱlessȱthanȱ40ȱpercentȱofȱtheȱFrenchȱagriculturalȱarea.ȱTheȱmajorityȱofȱconvertedȱlandȱisȱgrassȬ
land,ȱandȱwithinȱorganicȱanimalȬproductionȱaȱbigȱincreaseȱcanȱbeȱrecorded.ȱȱ
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Untilȱ2000ȱorganicȱarableȱlandȱhadȱbeenȱgrowingȱatȱaȱslowerȱrateȱthanȱgrassland.ȱBecauseȱofȱtheȱ
discrepancyȱbetweenȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱtheȱanimalȱandȱplantȱsectorsȱandȱtheȱgrowingȱdemandȱ
forȱorganicȱproductsȱonȱ theȱpartȱofȱ theȱconsumers,ȱ theȱ importȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱ fromȱotherȱ
countriesȱroseȱbyȱ40ȱpercentȱinȱ1998ȱoverȱtheȱpreviousȱyear.ȱ

Inȱ2000,ȱhowever,ȱthisȱpictureȱchanged:ȱGrowthȱofȱorganicȱanimalȱproductionȱslowedȱdownȱandȱ
theȱarableȱ landȱ increasedȱfasterȱ thanȱ theȱgrassland.ȱThisȱchangeȱ isȱdueȱ toȱ increasedȱpaymentsȱ
forȱcerealsȱandȱoilȱseeds.ȱȱ

Afterȱyearsȱofȱstagnation,ȱorganicȱagricultureȱ inȱFranceȱ�ȱonceȱEurope�sȱ leaderȱ Ȭȱ isȱonȱ theȱriseȱ
again,ȱevenȱthoughȱgrowthȱslowedȱdownȱinȱ2000.ȱThisȱisȱdueȱtoȱanȱactionȱplanȱlaunchedȱbyȱtheȱ
Frenchȱgovernmentȱ inȱDecemberȱ 1997.ȱTheȱobjectiveȱofȱ theȱ fiveȬyearȱplanȱ isȱ toȱmakeȱFranceȱ
Europe�sȱ leadingȱsupplierȱofȱorganicȱfoodsȱandȱrawȱmaterialsȱbyȱtheȱyearȱ2010.ȱPresently,ȱdoȬ
mesticȱdemandȱcannotȱbeȱmetȱwithȱFrenchȱproduction.ȱAtȱtheȱendȱofȱ2000ȱthereȱwereȱ9,283ȱorȬ
ganicȱfarmsȱwithȱ371000ȱhectares.ȱOneȱpointȱfourȱperȱcentȱ(1.4ȱ%)ȱofȱallȱtheȱfarmsȱdealsȱwithȱorȬ
ganicȱfarmingȱandȱ1.3ȱ%ȱofȱtheȱtotalȱagriculturalȱareaȱbelongȱtoȱorganicȱfarms.ȱ

InȱFrance,ȱorganicȱfarmsȱareȱsupportedȱfinanciallyȱonlyȱwhileȱconverting.ȱExistingȱorganicȱfarmsȱ
doȱnotȱgetȱanyȱspecialȱsubsidiesȱforȱthisȱkindȱofȱagriculture.ȱTheyȱhaveȱanȱupperȱlimitȱofȱ500,000ȱ
Frenchȱfrancsȱ(75,770ȱEuro)ȱasȱtotalȱpaymentsȱperȱfarmȱduringȱtheȱconversionȱperiod.ȱ

2.2. Germany 

TheȱimportanceȱofȱagricultureȱinȱGermanyȱhasȱdecreasedȱduringȱtheȱlastȱdecades,ȱasȱitȱhasȱinȱallȱ
otherȱEuropeanȱcountries.ȱInȱ1996,ȱtheȱcontributionȱofȱagricultureȱtoȱtheȱgrossȱdomesticȱproductȱ
wasȱonlyȱ1ȱ%.ȱThisȱfigureȱisȱmuchȱhigher,ȱhowever,ȱwhenȱrelatedȱeconomicȱsectorsȱbasedȱonȱagȬ
ricultureȱareȱalsoȱ takenȱ intoȱaccount.ȱGermanȱagriculturalȱexportsȱandȱ importsȱareȱamongȱ theȱ
highestȱinȱEurope.ȱTradeȱpartnersȱareȱmainlyȱEUȬ,ȱEFTAȱorȱassociatedȱeasternȱEuropeanȱcounȬ
tries.ȱTheȱnumberȱofȱfarmsȱdecreasedȱfromȱ648,803ȱinȱ1990ȱtoȱ429,000ȱinȱ1999.ȱAsȱofȱ1999,ȱfarmsȱ
withȱlessȱthanȱtwoȱhectaresȱareȱnoȱlongerȱcountedȱ(untilȱ1998ȱfarmsȱwithȱmoreȱthanȱoneȱhectareȱ
wereȱcounted).ȱInȱ1998ȱtheȱagriculturalȱareaȱwasȱ17.26ȱmillionȱhectares,ȱwhichȱ isȱ48ȱpercentȱofȱ
theȱtotalȱarea.ȱȱ

Inȱ1999,ȱ43ȱpercentȱofȱallȱ farmsȱwereȱmanagedȱ fullȬtimeȱandȱ57ȱpercentȱwereȱmanagedȱpartȬ
time.ȱNinetyȬfiveȱpercentȱofȱallȱfarmsȱwereȱfamilyȱfarmsȱ(FederalȱMinistryȱofȱFood,ȱAgricultureȱ
andȱForestry,ȱAgrarpolitischeȱMitteilungenȱ2/2000).ȱȱ

Theȱfarmsȱ inȱtheȱformerȱGermanȱDemocraticȱRepublicȱ(GDR)ȱwereȱmuchȱbiggerȱthanȱthoseȱ inȱ
theȱWest,ȱandȱevenȱtodayȱtheȱstatisticsȱdifferentiateȱbetweenȱfarmsȱinȱtheȱWestȱandȱinȱtheȱEast.ȱ
Inȱ1999,ȱtheȱaverageȱfarmȱsizeȱwasȱ29ȱhectaresȱ inȱWestȱGermanyȱandȱ201ȱhectaresȱ inȱtheȱEast.ȱ
Oneȱpointȱoneȱpercentȱ(1.1%)ȱofȱallȱfarmsȱareȱorganisedȱasȱlegalȱentities.ȱTheyȱaccountȱforȱnearlyȱ
20ȱpercentȱofȱtheȱagriculturalȱarea.ȱ

Theȱorganicȱshareȱofȱ2.6ȱpercentȱofȱtheȱtotalȱagriculturalȱareaȱandȱ2.4ȱpercentȱofȱtheȱtotalȱnumberȱ
ofȱfarmsȱ(1999)ȱcorrespondsȱtoȱtheȱEuropeanȱaverage.ȱȱ

2.3. Greece 

InȱorderȱtoȱunderstandȱtheȱproblemsȱofȱagricultureȱinȱGreece,ȱoneȱhasȱtoȱbearȱinȱmindȱseveralȱ
factsȱonȱagricultureȱinȱGreeceȱinȱgeneral.ȱ

Inȱ1995,ȱthereȱwereȱ774,000ȱfarmsȱinȱGreece.ȱTheȱtotalȱagriculturalȱareaȱwasȱ5,148,000ȱhectaresȱinȱ
1997.ȱTheȱaverageȱfarmȱsizeȱisȱaboutȱ6.6ȱhectares.ȱBiggerȱfarmsȱareȱcreatedȱthroughȱleasing.ȱThisȱ
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isȱ theȱsameȱcaseȱ forȱorganicȱ farms.ȱThereȱ isȱaȱsharpȱdifferenceȱbetweenȱ irrigatedȱandȱrainȬfedȱ
agriculture,ȱwhichȱisȱmoreȱimportantȱthanȱdifferencesȱinȱsoilȱandȱclimate.ȱWaterȱisȱtheȱmainȱdeȬ
terminingȱ factorȱwithȱ respectȱ toȱcropsȱandȱyields.ȱRainȬfedȱcropsȱ involveȱaȱhigherȱcultivationȱ
riskȱandȱlowerȱincome.ȱTherefore,ȱonlyȱaȱsmallȱrangeȱofȱcropsȱisȱcultivatedȱonȱfieldsȱthatȱcanȱnotȱ
beȱirrigatedȱ(cereals,ȱpulses,ȱsomeȱfodderȱcrops,ȱsesame,ȱolivesȱandȱwine).ȱ

Irrigatedȱcropsȱareȱcultivatedȱaccordingȱ toȱ theȱpatternȱofȱconventionalȱagricultureȱallȱoverȱ theȱ
world:ȱwithȱaȱhighȱapplicationȱofȱchemicals.ȱToȱaȱgreatȱextent,ȱrainȬfedȱagricultureȱhasȱbeenȱreȬ
frainedȱfromȱtheȱmassiveȱadvertisingȱcampaignsȱofȱtheȱchemicalȱindustry.ȱTherefore,ȱtraditionalȱ
practisesȱofȱ cultivationȱ canȱ stillȱbeȱ found.ȱOlderȱpeopleȱ stillȱknowȱaboutȱ cropȱ rotation,ȱgreenȱ
manureȱandȱtraditionalȱcropsȱ(pulses,ȱrainȬfedȱfodderȱcrops).ȱModelsȱofȱtraditionalȱcultivationȱ
whichȱcouldȱbeȱreferredȱtoȱasȱorganicȱhave,ȱhowever,ȱvanished.ȱ

Manyȱpeopleȱbelieveȱthatȱitȱshouldȱbeȱeasierȱtoȱconvertȱextensiveȱcultivationȱtoȱorganicȱfarmingȱ
thanȱintensiveȱcultivationȱsystems.ȱThisȱisȱnotȱtheȱcase.ȱTheȱmainȱproblemȱisȱthatȱfarmersȱconȬ
siderȱextensiveȱagricultureȱ toȱbeȱorganicȱalready.ȱDueȱ toȱ theȱ lackȱofȱ informationȱandȱ training,ȱ
thereȱisȱnoȱunderstandingȱofȱtheȱdemandsȱofȱorganicȱagriculture.ȱOneȱshouldȱbearȱinȱmindȱthatȱ
onlyȱ5.7ȱpercentȱofȱGreekȱfarmersȱhaveȱattendedȱanȱagriculturalȱtrainingȱprogrammeȱofȱoneȱyearȱ
orȱmore.ȱ

Cropȱ andȱ animalȱ productionȱ inȱGreeceȱ areȱ traditionallyȱ separateȱ fromȱ eachȱ other.ȱAnimals,ȱ
mostlyȱsheepȱandȱgoats,ȱgrazeȱonȱharvestedȱfieldsȱandȱpublicȱland,ȱincludingȱwoodland,ȱgrassȬ
landȱandȱbarrenȱland.ȱInȱtheȱwinter,ȱgrazingȱisȱsupplementedȱbyȱanimalȱfeedȱproducedȱbyȱtheȱ
sameȱfarmerȱorȱpurchasedȱinȱtheȱregionȱaroundȱtheȱfarm.ȱThereȱare,ȱhowever,ȱbigȱanimalȱfarmsȱ
similarȱtoȱthoseȱinȱwesternȱandȱcentralȱEuropeȱproducingȱeggs,ȱmilkȱandȱmeatȱforȱtheȱcentresȱofȱ
consumptionȱexclusivelyȱfromȱpurchasedȱanimalȱfeed.ȱ

TheȱsystemȱofȱintegratedȱplantȱandȱanimalȱproductionȱonȱtheȱsameȱfarmȱasȱitȱisȱknownȱinȱnorthȬ
ernȱEuropeȱhasȱnoȱ traditionȱ inȱGreeceȱandȱotherȱMediterraneanȱ countries.ȱThatȱ isȱ theȱ reasonȱ
whyȱ thisȱ systemȱwillȱ beȱdifficultȱ toȱ implementȱ evenȱ inȱ organicȱ agriculture.ȱ Inȱmostȱ cases,ȱ aȱ
steadyȱcooperationȱwillȱdevelopȱbetweenȱ farmsȱproducingȱanimalȱ feedȱandȱothersȱproducingȱ
animalȱproductsȱandȱmanure.ȱ

2.4. Italy 

InȱItalyȱtheȱearliestȱpioneeringȱexperiencesȱinȱorganicȱagricultureȱdateȱbackȱtoȱtheȱnineteenȬsixȬ
ties,ȱbutȱonlyȱtookȱoffȱinȱtheȱnineteenȬseventies,ȱinvolvingȱmoreȱandȱmoreȱfarmersȱandȱconsumȬ
ersȱseekingȱanȱimprovedȱqualityȱofȱlifeȱandȱconsumption.ȱ

Duringȱtheȱmidȱeighties,ȱtheȱfirstȱlocalȱcoordinationȱagenciesȱestablishedȱtheȱȈCommissioneȱNaȬ
zionaleȱCosȇèȱBiologicoȈȱ(NationalȱCommissionȱforȱOrganicȱAgriculture).ȱMadeȱupȱofȱrepresenȬ
tativesȱofȱorganisationsȱandȱconsumersȇȱassociationsȱfromȱeachȱItalianȱregion,ȱtheȱCommissionȱ
establishedȱtheȱfirstȱnationȬwideȱselfȬregulatoryȱstandardsȱforȱorganicȱfarming.ȱȱ

Onceȱ EUȬRegulationȱ 2092/91ȱwasȱ implemented,ȱ theȱ numerousȱ smallȱ associationsȱ ofȱ organicȱ
farmersȱ andȱ theȱproducersȱ andȱ consumerȱ committeesȱ operatingȱ inȱ everyȱ regionȱ reorganisedȱ
themselves,ȱjoiningȱforcesȱthroughȱmergersȱandȱaȱfederativeȱnetwork.ȱToday,ȱthereȱareȱnineȱofȬ
ficiallyȱrecognisedȱcertificationȱagenciesȱoperatingȱinȱItaly.ȱ

Inȱ theȱnineteenȬninetiesȱ theȱorganicȱ sectorȱ inȱ Italyȱ showedȱoneȱofȱ theȱ largestȱaverageȱannualȱ
growthȱratesȱ inȱEurope.ȱByȱDecemberȱ31,ȱ2000ȱthereȱwereȱ49,790ȱorganicȱfarmsȱwithȱ1,040,377ȱ
hectares,ȱ1,330ȱfarmsȱwithȱprocessingȱplants,ȱ2,817ȱprocessingȱandȱtradeȱcompaniesȱandȱ67ȱimȬ
portersȱinȱItaly.ȱTheȱareaȱconstitutedȱ7ȱ%ȱofȱtheȱagriculturalȱlandȱandȱtheȱfarms,ȱ2ȱ%ȱofȱallȱfarms.ȱ
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Moreȱthanȱ25ȱ%ȱofȱtheȱEU�sȱorganicȱlandȱandȱmoreȱthanȱtwoȱthirdsȱofȱtheȱorganicȱfarmsȱareȱloȬ
catedȱinȱItaly.ȱ

2.5. Spain 

InȱtermsȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱSpainȱisȱmuchȱmoreȱofȱaȱproducerȱthanȱaȱconsumer.ȱTheȱnaturalȱ
conditionsȱofȱtheȱcountryȱ(relativelyȱmoderateȱuseȱofȱagriȬchemicals,ȱnumerousȱecosystemsȱandȱ
aȱ favourableȱclimateȱ forȱearlyȬcultivation)ȱhaveȱpromotedȱ theȱ introductionȱofȱorganicȱagriculȬ
ture,ȱbutȱuntilȱnowȱthereȱwasȱnoȱhomeȱmarketȱwithȱstableȱtradeȬstructures.ȱThereforeȱapproxiȬ
matelyȱthreeȬquartersȱofȱtheȱproductionȱ(forȱtheȱmostȱpartȱtypicalȱMediterraneanȱcrops)ȱareȱexȬ
ported,ȱmainlyȱtoȱcentralȱandȱnorthernȱEuropeanȱcountries.ȱ

Earlyȱorganicȱfarmersȱwereȱeitherȱstronglyȱmotivatedȱbyȱtheȱorganicȱagricultureȱ ideal,ȱorȱtheyȱ
wereȱfarmersȱwhoȱmadeȱcontractsȱforȱcertainȱproductsȱforȱwhichȱtradersȱcouldȱguaranteeȱsale.ȱ
Todayȱtheȱspectrumȱofȱtheȱproducersȱisȱmoreȱcomplex,ȱandȱthereȱareȱmanyȱproducersȱforȱwhomȱ
organicȱagricultureȱpresentsȱanȱeconomicȱalternativeȱtoȱconventionalȱagriculture,ȱsinceȱitȱoffersȱ
majorȱopportunitiesȱ toȱsellȱqualityȬproductsȱatȱappropriateȱprices.ȱTheȱ futureȱdevelopmentȱofȱ
organicȱfarmingȱdependsȱonȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱtheȱdomesticȱmarket,ȱmakingȱaȱhigherȱvarietyȱ
ofȱcropsȱpossible.ȱ

Organicȱ farmingȱ startedȱupȱ inȱSpainȱ inȱ theȱ 70ȇs.ȱSmallȱ farms,ȱ especiallyȱpromotedȱbyȱyoungȱ
peopleȱconvertedȱ intoȱorganicȱfarmsȱ inȱ theȱmiddleȱofȱ theȱ70ȇs.ȱTheȱ firstȱ importantȱprojectȱofȱaȱ
noteworthyȱgroupȱofȱmembersȱwasȱtheȱconversionȱofȱtheȱCalasparraȱ(Murcia)ȱriceȱcooperative.ȱ
Spanishȱorganicȱagricultureȱhasȱshownȱaȱslow,ȱbutȱsteadyȱgrowth.ȱInȱrecentȱyears,ȱparticularlyȱ
sinceȱtheȱintroductionȱofȱstateȱlegislationȱonȱorganicȱagriculture,ȱrapidȱdevelopmentȱwasȱseen.ȱ

TheȱnumberȱofȱorganicȱfarmsȱhasȱincreasedȱtwelveȬfoldȱbetweenȱ1994ȱandȱ1999,ȱandȱtheȱnumberȱ
ofȱprocessingȱcompaniesȱmoreȱ thanȱ tripled.ȱ Inȱ2000ȱ thereȱwereȱ13,424ȱproducersȱ (1.1ȱ%ȱofȱallȱ
farms)ȱandȱ866ȱprocessingȱfirmsȱdealingȱwithȱorganicȱfarming.ȱ

2.6. Turkey 

Organicȱ farmingȱandȱ inȬconversionȱ landȱconstituteȱaȱsmallȱpartȱofȱ totalȱagriculturalȱ land.ȱOrȬ
ganicȱfarmingȱwasȱfirstȱstartedȱandȱconcentratedȱinȱtheȱAegeanȱregionȱinȱ1985,ȱhasȱexpandedȱinȱ
otherȱregionsȱinȱrecentȱyears.ȱTheȱnumberȱofȱfarmersȱdealingȱwithȱorganicȱfarmingȱisȱincreasingȱ
asȱwell.ȱTheȱnumberȱofȱorganicȱfarmȱproductsȱincreasedȱtoȱ92ȱinȱ1999ȱinȱTurkey.ȱAccordingȱtoȱ
theȱstatisticsȱofȱ1999,ȱinȱTurkey,ȱ12275ȱfarmersȱproducedȱ92ȱorganicȱproductsȱonȱaȱfarmȱareaȱofȱ
46253ȱhectaresȱandȱ totalȱorganicȱproductionȱ reachedȱ168306ȱ tons.ȱTheȱcontributionȱofȱorganicȱ
farmingȱtoȱtheȱNationalȱEconomyȱthroughȱexportationȱwasȱestimatedȱtoȱbeȱ150ȱmillionȱUSȱdolȬ
lars.ȱTheȱincreasesȱinȱtheȱnumberȱofȱproducers,ȱfarmȱacreageȱareȱmeaningful.ȱForȱinstance,ȱtheȱ
numberȱofȱorganicȱproducersȱwasȱonlyȱ8ȱandȱfarmȱlandȱ1037ȱhectaresȱinȱ1990.Inȱ1998,ȱ51ȱ%ȱofȱallȱ
organicȱproductsȱwereȱdriedȱfarmȱproducts,ȱ24.9ȱ%ȱfieldȱcropsȱandȱ19ȱ%ȱfreshȱfruits.ȱCropȱpatȬ
ternȱisȱmadeȱaccordingȱtoȱforeignȱmarketȱdemand.ȱ

Theȱdevelopmentȱ inȱorganicȱproductionȱcouldȱbeȱentirelyȱattributedȱ toȱ increasingȱ foreignȱdeȬ
mand,ȱbecauseȱdomesticȱconsumptionȱhasȱnotȱyetȱreachedȱaȱsizeableȱquantity.ȱInȱthisȱnewȱandȱ
promisingȱsector,ȱmarketingȱtrendsȱinȱworldȱconsumptionȱandȱtradeȱindicateȱthatȱtheȱ increaseȱ
inȱtheȱproductionȱofȱorganicȱfarmȱproductsȱseemȱtoȱcontinueȱinȱtheȱfuture.ȱ

Inȱorderȱ toȱ identifyȱandȱhaveȱaȱ legislationȱconcerningȱ theȱrulesȱofȱproduction,ȱprocessingȱandȱ
marketingȱofȱorganicȱproducts,ȱtheȱ�RegulationȱconcerningȱtheȱProductionȱofȱVegetalȱandȱLivestockȱ
ProductsȱbyȱOrganicȱMethods�ȱwasȱissuedȱandȱputȱintoȱactionȱinȱtheȱOfficialȱGazetteȱofȱRepublicȱ
ofȱTurkeyȱdatedȱDecemberȱ18,ȱ1994.ȱAccordingȱtoȱtheȱnationalȱregulations,ȱtheȱ�NationalȱSteeringȱ
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CommitteeȱofȱOrganicȱAgriculture�ȱandȱ theȱ�Committeeȱ forȱOrganicȱAgriculture�ȱwereȱestablishedȱ
byȱTheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱandȱVillageȱAffairs.ȱȱ

3. Public and Private Organizations for Organic Farming 

3.1. Experimental Farms, Research and Information Centres  

3.1.1. Elm Farm Research Centre in Britain 

ElmȱFarmȱResearchȱCentreȱisȱlocatedȱonȱaȱ95ȱhaȱorganicȱfarm.ȱTheȱresearchȱprogramȱisȱdirectedȱ
atȱtheȱResearchȱCentreȱandȱonȱotherȱorganicȱfarmsȱaroundȱtheȱcountry.ȱThusȱallȱtrialsȱareȱcarriedȱ
outȱwithinȱtheȱcorrectȱrotationalȱposition.ȱBesides,ȱthereȱisȱanȱAdvisoryȱServiceȱforȱtheȱfarmers,ȱaȱ
laboratoryȱsuppliedȱwithȱmodernȱequipmentȱtoȱundertakeȱsoilȱanalysisȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱneedsȱ
ofȱ theȱorganicȱ farmer.ȱTheȱeducationȱofficeȱofȱ theȱ centreȱdealsȱwithȱ courseȱdevelopmentȱandȱ
staffȱtraining.ȱȱ

Researchȱactivitiesȱareȱcarriedȱoutȱinȱtheȱareaȱofȱtheȱconservationȱandȱlossesȱofȱnutrients,ȱsomeȱ
ofȱthisȱresearchȱprogramȱisȱsupportedȱfromȱgovernmentȱfunds.ȱAȱkeyȱareaȱofȱresearchȱisȱtheȱdeȬ
velopmentȱofȱ stocklessȱorganicȱ farmingȱ systems.ȱ InȱadditionȱaȱnumberȱofȱPhDȱprogramsȱareȱ
beingȱ supported.ȱTheseȱ includeȱ aȱ studyȱ ofȱ theȱ intercroppingȱ ofȱ beansȱ andȱwheatȱ inȱ organicȱ
systems;ȱ theȱmarketingȱofȱorganicȱproduceȱandȱaȱstudyȱofȱ theȱsocialȱandȱenvironmentalȱcostsȱ
andȱbenefitsȱofȱdifferentȱfarmingȱsystems.ȱȱ

Thereȱisȱanȱincreasingȱinterestȱinȱresearchȱinȱorganicȱagricultureȱandȱhorticulture,ȱandȱthisȱisȱenȬ
couraging.ȱHowever,ȱthereȱareȱtwoȱkeyȱissuesȱwhichȱmustȱbeȱtakenȱintoȱaccount.ȱFirstȱofȱall,ȱitȱisȱ
crucialȱthatȱtheȱapproachesȱandȱmethodsȱofȱorganicȱhusbandryȱareȱwellȱunderstoodȱbyȱtheȱreȬ
searcher.ȱSecondly,ȱtheȱresearchȱmustȱbeȱimplementedȱonȱaȱconvenientȱplaceȱwithinȱanȱoperatȬ
ingȱorganicȱsystem.ȱTheȱresearchȱcarriedȱoutȱwithinȱ thisȱcontextȱwillȱbeȱveryȱbeneficialȱ toȱ theȱ
organicȱfarmerȱandȱlikelyȱtoȱtheȱrestȱofȱtheȱagriculturalȱcommunity.ȱȱ

3.1.2. Nagele Experimental Farm in The Netherlands 

Researchȱofȱthisȱnationalȱexperimentalȱfarmȱforȱtheȱdevelopmentȱandȱcomparisonȱofȱalternativeȱ
systemsȱstartedȱinȱ1979.ȱTheȱfarmȱisȱsituatedȱnearȱtheȱvillageȱofȱNageleȱinȱtheȱNorthEastpolder,ȱ
threeȱtoȱfourȱmetersȱbelowȱseaȱlevelȱonȱheavyȱsandyȱmarineȱclay.ȱTheȱsizeȱofȱtheȱfarmȱisȱ72ȱhecȬ
tares.ȱThreeȱfarmingȱsystemsȱhaveȱbeenȱstudied:ȱorganic,ȱintegrated,ȱandȱconventional.ȱTheyȱareȱ
runȱonȱaȱcommercialȱbasisȱbyȱoneȱmanagerȱandȱfourȱcoȬworkers.ȱTheȱorganicȱfarmȱisȱmanagedȱ
accordingȱ toȱ theȱbiodynamicȱmethod,ȱwhichȱ isȱoneȱofȱ theȱorganicȱ systemsȱpracticedȱmostȱ inȱ
WesternȱEuropeȱtoȱdate.ȱItȱisȱaȱmixedȱfarmȱofȱ22ȱhectares,ȱwithȱ20ȱdairyȱcowsȱandȱ11ȬyearȱrotaȬ
tion,ȱincludingȱ55ȱpercentȱfodderȱcrops.ȱItsȱmainȱobjectiveȱisȱtoȱbeȱselfȱsupportingȱinȱfertilizersȱ
andȱ fodder.ȱNoȱ pesticidesȱ areȱ allowed.ȱ Theȱ conventionalȱ andȱ theȱ integratedȱ farmsȱ areȱ conȬ
cernedȱexclusivelyȱwithȱarableȱfarming.ȱTheyȱareȱeachȱ17ȱhectaresȱandȱhaveȱtheȱsameȱ4ȬyearȱroȬ
tation.ȱTheȱconventionalȱfarm,ȱwhichȱservesȱasȱaȱreference,ȱseeksȱtoȱmaximizeȱfinancialȱreturns.ȱ
Theȱintegratedȱfarmȱshouldȱproduceȱaȱsatisfactoryȱfinancialȱreturn,ȱbutȱisȱalsoȱaimedȱatȱminimalȱ
inputȱofȱ fertilizers,ȱpesticides,ȱandȱmachineryȱ toȱavoidȱpollutionȱofȱ theȱenvironmentȱandȱsaveȱ
nonrenewableȱresources.ȱSoȱitȱmayȱbeȱcharacterizedȱasȱanȱintermediateȱsystem.ȱȱ

Theȱresearchȱonȱtheȱfarmsȱhasȱthreeȱobjectives:ȱ(a)ȱdevelopmentȱofȱtheȱorganicȱmixedȱfarmȱandȱ
theȱ integratedȱarableȱ farmȱ inȱ theoryȱandȱpractice,ȱ (b)ȱevaluationȱofȱ theȱresultsȱofȱ theȱsystems,ȱ
basedȱonȱtheirȱspecificȱaimsȱandȱ(c)ȱcomparisonȱofȱtheȱresultsȱofȱtheȱexperimentalȱsystemsȱwithȱ
thoseȱofȱtheȱconventionalȱreferenceȱsystem.ȱȱ
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Theȱaimȱisȱnotȱonlyȱdevelopmentȱorȱcomparisonȱofȱsystems,ȱbutȱtoȱconsiderȱthemȱbothȱasȱnecesȬ
sary.ȱTheȱexperimentalȱsystemsȱhaveȱtoȱbeȱdevelopedȱfullyȱbeforeȱtheyȱcanȱbeȱ judgedȱonȱtheirȱ
feasibilityȱandȱviability,ȱinȱcomparisonȱwithȱconventionalȱagriculture.ȱInȱaȱpreviousȱpaper,ȱtheȱ
initialȱ resultsȱ ofȱ farmingȱ andȱ researchȱ wereȱ presentedȱ relatingȱ toȱ animalȱ husbandry,ȱ cropȱ
growthȱandȱyield,ȱsoilȱcultivationȱandȱweedȱcontrol,ȱpestȱandȱdiseaseȱcontrol,ȱqualityȱofȱprodȬ
ucts,ȱfarmȱeconomics,ȱeffectsȱonȱnatureȱandȱtheȱenvironment.ȱOneȱofȱtheȱmostȱcrucialȱquestionsȱ
inȱorganicȱfarmingȱthatȱofȱhowȱtoȱmaintainȱsoilȱfertilityȱwasȱtreatedȱseparately.ȱHerein,ȱtheȱlatestȱ
researchȱresultsȱareȱevaluated,ȱwithȱspecialȱemphasisȱonȱdevelopmentȱofȱfarmȱmanagement,ȱinȬ
putsȱofȱfertilizersȱandȱpesticidesȱandȱeconomicȱresults.ȱBasedȱonȱtheseȱresults,ȱtheȱperspectivesȱ
ofȱtheȱtwoȱalternativeȱfarmingȱsystemsȱcanȱbeȱdiscussed.ȱ

3.1.3. The Organic Farming Centre in Scotland 

TheȱOrganicȱFarmingȱCentreȱisȱaȱjointȱinstitutionȱbetweenȱtheȱEdinburghȱSchoolȱofȱAgricultureȱ
andȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱEdinburghȇsȱCentreȱforȱHumanȱEcology.ȱTheȱcentreȱisȱlocatedȱbothȱatȱtheȱ
SchoolȱofȱAgricultureȱinȱEdinburghȱandȱatȱaȱfarmȱinȱFifeȱregion.ȱTheȱCentreȱobtainedȱsubstantialȱ
fundingȱforȱitsȱfirstȱ2ȱyearsȱofȱoperationȱfromȱtheȱEuropeanȱCommission,ȱtheȱScottishȱDevelopȬ
mentȱAgency,ȱSafewayȱpie,ȱandȱtheȱDepartmentȱofȱAgricultureȱandȱFisheriesȱforȱScotlandȱsinceȱ
1989.ȱTheȱCentreȱhasȱanȱextensiveȱprogramȱ includingȱresearch,ȱ informationȱandȱ training,ȱandȱ
economicsȱandȱmarketing.ȱTheȱresearchȱhasȱ2ȱkeyȱobjectives:ȱtoȱassessȱtheȱproblemsȱassociatedȱ
withȱmaintainingȱaȱregularȱhighȱqualityȱsupplyȱofȱvegetablesȱandȱbeefȱusingȱorganicȱproductionȱ
techniques.ȱAsȱanȱactivityȱofȱ informationȱandȱ training,ȱaȱEuropeanȱ informationȱserviceȱonȱorȬ
ganicȱhusbandryȱwillȱbeȱcreatedȱandȱ trainingȱcoursesȱ forȱ farmersȱandȱadvisorsȱwillȱbeȱsetȱup.ȱ
TheȱeconomicȱresearchȱprogramȱwillȱdetermineȱtheȱcostsȱofȱproductionȱatȱfieldȱandȱrepresentaȬ
tiveȱfarmȱlevelsȱforȱaȱrangeȱofȱcropsȱandȱfarmȱtypes.ȱInȱaddition,ȱitȱwillȱaimȱtoȱshowȱtheȱroleȱthatȱ
organicȱproductionȱmethodsȱcanȱplayȱinȱmeetingȱECȱtargets.ȱInȱanȱeffortȱtoȱrecognizeȱtheȱroleȱofȱ
theȱconsumerȱ inȱ theȱ foodȱproductionȱandȱ retailingȱbusiness,ȱ theȱOrganicȱFarmingȱCentreȱhasȱ
maintainedȱstaffȱandȱresourcesȱ toȱdetermineȱ theȱpreferencesȱofȱ theȱconsumersȱofȱorganicȱproȬ
duceȱinȱtermsȱofȱprice,ȱquantityȱandȱquality.ȱ

3.1.4. The Alternative Farming Systems Information Center (USA) 

TheȱAlternativeȱFarmingȱSystemsȱ InformationȱCenterȱ (AFSIC)ȱ isȱoneȱofȱ theȱ topicȬorientedȱ InȬ
formationȱCentersȱatȱ theȱNationalȱAgriculturalȱLibrary,ȱ locatedȱ inȱBeltsville,ȱMarylandȱ inȱ theȱ
USA.ȱTheȱLibraryȱisȱtheȱmostȱimpressiveȱagriculturalȱlibraryȱinȱtheȱworld,ȱandȱisȱoneȱofȱtheȱfourȱ
U.S.ȱ nationalȱ librariesȱ alongȱwithȱ theȱ Libraryȱ ofȱ Congress.ȱAFSICȱ isȱ supported,ȱ inȱ part,ȱ byȱ
USDA�sȱSustainableȱAgricultureȱResearchȱandȱEducationȱ(SARE)ȱprogram.ȱȱ

AFSICȱspecializesȱ inȱ locatingȱandȱaccessingȱ informationȱrelatedȱ toȱnonȬconventionalȱcroppingȱ
systemsȱ includingȱ sustainable,ȱ organic,ȱ lowȬinput,ȱ biodynamic,ȱ andȱ regenerativeȱ agriculture.ȱ
AFSICȱalsoȱfocusesȱonȱalternativeȱcrops,ȱnewȱusesȱforȱtraditionalȱcrops,ȱandȱcropsȱgrownȱforȱinȬ
dustrialȱproduction.ȱ

Theȱpublicationsȱasȱquickȱbibliographies,ȱspecialȱreferenceȱbriefsȱareȱcreatedȱandȱpublishedȱbyȱ
AFSICȱstaff.ȱTheseȱpublicationsȱfocusȱonȱspecificȱtopicsȱofȱcurrentȱinterestȱandȱmostȱofȱthemȱareȱ
availableȱthroughȱtheȱwebsite.ȱBooks,ȱarticles,ȱandȱvideocassettesȱcitedȱ inȱAFSICȱbibliographicȱ
publicationsȱareȱnotȱavailableȱdirectlyȱfromȱAFSIC.ȱ

3.2. Register and Certification Bodies  

3.2.1. United Kingdom Register of Organic Food Standards 

UnitedȱKingdomȱRegisterȱofȱOrganicȱFoodȱStandardsȱ(UKROFS)ȱ isȱanȱ independentȱbodyȱsupȬ
portedȱbyȱGovernmentȱfundsȱandȱadministeredȱbyȱFoodȱfromȱBritain.ȱTheȱaimȱofȱUKROFSȱisȱtoȱ
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ensureȱthatȱfoodȱsoldȱunderȱaȱrecognizedȱorganicȱsymbolȱwasȱproducedȱaccordingȱtoȱaȱnationȬ
allyȱagreedȱstandard.ȱȱ

ItsȱaffairsȱareȱgovernedȱbyȱaȱBoardȱofȱinvitedȱmembersȱdrawnȱfromȱaȱwideȱspectrumȱofȱinterȬ
estedȱpartiesȬstandardsȱorganizations,ȱproducers,ȱprocessors,ȱ retailers,ȱ tradingȱ standardsȱoffiȬ
cersȱandȱconsumerȱgroups.ȱȱ

TheȱaffairsȱofȱtheȱBoardȱareȱgovernedȱbyȱinvitedȱmembersȱdrawnȱfromȱaȱwideȱspectrumȱofȱinȬ
terestedȱproducers,ȱprocessors,ȱretailers,ȱtradingȱstandardȱofficersȱandȱconsumers.ȱTheȱspecialistȱ
committeesȱassistȱtheȱboardȱ inȱsettingȱandȱoperatingȱorganicȱstandardsȱandȱrecentlyȱ inȱadviceȱ
onȱfutureȱresearchȱandȱdevelopmentȱrequirements.ȱTheȱfirstȱsetȱofȱagreedȱstandardsȱwereȱpubȬ
lishedȱinȱMayȱ1989ȱandȱwelcomedȱbyȱtheȱMinistryȱofȱAgriculture.ȱ

TheȱUKROFSȱstandardȱestablishesȱtheȱguidelinesȱforȱmethodsȱofȱproductionȱandȱprocessingȱforȱ
virtuallyȱallȱfarmȱproductsȱ(plantȱandȱlivestockȱproducts)ȱandȱfoodstuffs.ȱTheȱstandardȱcontainsȱ
listȱofȱpermittedȱinputsȱandȱtheȱcircumstancesȱinȱwhichȱtheyȱmayȱbeȱused.ȱInȱthisȱconnection,ȱitȱ
hasȱmadeȱprogressȱsignificantlyȱbeyondȱtheȱscopeȱofȱtheȱinitialȱdraftȱofȱtheȱRegulation.ȱȱȱ

Theȱproducersȱorȱprocessorsȱobtainȱtheȱrightȱtoȱmarketȱtheirȱproductsȱbyȱmeetingȱtheȱstandardsȱ
underȱtheȱlogoȱofȱtheȱschemeȱintroduced.ȱNeverthelessȱtheȱmainȱaimȱofȱUKROFSȱisȱtoȱprovideȱ
confirmationȱ thatȱ standardȱ schemesȱoperatedȱbyȱotherȱbodiesȱ areȱ consistentȱwithȱ theȱ agreedȱ
nationalȱsystem.ȱThusȱtheȱorganizationȱwillȱbeȱableȱtoȱundertakeȱfunctionsȱasȱproposedȱ inȱtheȱ
DraftȱECȱRegulationȱonȱorganicȱagriculture.ȱ

Consequently,ȱtheȱUnitedȱKingdomȱRegisterȱofȱOrganicȱFoodȱStandardsȱ(UKROFS)ȱhaveȱbeenȱ
setȱupȱȱinȱorderȱtoȱbringȱaȱlegalȱdefinitionȱandȱintroduceȱaȱnationalȱsystemȱforȱverifyingȱorganicȱ
standardsȱofȱorganicȱproduceȱbyȱtakingȱitsȱfirstȱstepsȱinȱ1987.ȱ

3.2.2. Inspection and Certification Bodies in France 

SixȱinspectionȱbodiesȱareȱaccreditedȱaccordingȱtoȱENȱ45011ȱbyȱtheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱȱ

Theseȱare:ȱ
EcocertȱSARL,ȱQualitéȱFrance,Ulase,ȱAgrocert,ȱCertipaq,ȱAclaveȱȱ

Theseȱfiveȱorganisationsȱareȱauthorisedȱtoȱcertifyȱorganicȱplantȱandȱanimalȱproducts.ȱTheȱMinȬ
istryȱofȱAgricultureȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱMinistryȱofȱEconomicȱAffairsȱfunctionȱasȱcompetentȱauthoriȬ
tiesȱaccordingȱtoȱCouncilȱRegulationȱ(EEC)ȱNo.ȱ2092/91.ȱ

FranceȱhasȱaȱnationalȱlogoȱforȱorganicȱproductsȱȬȱtheȱABȬLogoȱ(ABȱ=ȱAgricultureȱbiologique)ȱȬȱ
whichȱisȱownedȱbyȱtheȱFrenchȱstate.ȱȱ

Organicȱproductsȱcanȱbeȱlabelledȱwithȱthisȱlogoȱwhenȱtheyȱcontainȱmoreȱthanȱ95ȱpercentȱorganicȱ
components,ȱwhetherȱthetȱareȱproducedȱorȱprocessedȱwithinȱtheȱEU,ȱorȱcertifiedȱbyȱoneȱofȱtheȱ
inspectionȱbodiesȱaccreditedȱaccordingȱtoȱENȱ45011.ȱ

3.2.3. Italy's Certifying Bodies and Producer Organizations 

Inȱ 1990ȱ thereȱwereȱ onlyȱ fourȱ certifyingȬbodies/ȱ producers�ȱ associationsȱ inȱ Italy.ȱ Theseȱwereȱ
AIAB,ȱSuoloȱeȱSalute,ȱCCPBȱandȱtheȱBiodynamicȱAssociation,ȱwhichȱlaterȱgaveȱriseȱtoȱaȱcertifyȬ
ingȱbodyȱnamedȱCODEX.ȱ

AIABȱwasȱtheȱlargestȱassociation,ȱgroupingȱtogetherȱmanyȱlocalȬregionalȱgrassrootȱassociations.ȱ
SuoloȱeȱSaluteȱ(establishedȱinȱ1969)ȱandȱtheȱBiodynamicȱAssociationȱ(establishedȱinȱ1947)ȱwereȱ
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theȱhistoricalȱcultural/producers�ȱgroups,ȱwhileȱCCPBȱisȱaȱcooperativeȱ(establishedȱinȱ1988)ȱthatȱ
supportsȱcooperatives,ȱprocessorsȱandȱlargeȱcoȬopȱretailers.ȱ

Atȱtheȱendȱofȱ1993,ȱaȱyearȱafterȱtheȱEUȱregulationsȱonȱorganicȱagricultureȱhadȱcomeȱintoȱforce,ȱ
theȱ ItalianȱMinisterȱofȱAgricultureȱ recognisedȱ threeȱnewȱorganisationsȱ (A.M.A.B.,ȱAgriEcoBioȱ
andȱBioAgriCoop),ȱbringingȱtheȱtotalȱnumberȱofȱcertifyingȱbodiesȱupȱtoȱseven.ȱ

InȱDecemberȱ1996,ȱ theȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱ (theȱcompetentȱauthority)ȱconfirmedȱ theȱregisȬ
trationȱofȱallȱcertifyingȱbodiesȱ(someȱofȱwhichȱhadȱchangedȱtheirȱnames)ȱexceptȱforȱAgriEcoBio.ȱ
ThisȱassociationȱdidȱnotȱconformȱtoȱENȱ45011ȱstandards,ȱandȱ itsȱplaceȱwasȱtakenȱoverȱbyȱtwoȱ
newȱbodiesȱ (QC&IȱandȱEcocert)ȱbothȱofȱwhomȱwereȱ recognisedȱandȱ registered.ȱ Inȱearlyȱ1999ȱ
anotherȱcontrolȱbody,ȱBIOS,ȱwasȱrecognised.ȱ

AIAB,ȱBioagricoopȱandȱCCPBȱareȱIFOAMȱaccredited;ȱ7ȱoutȱofȱ9ȱItalianȱcertifyingȱbodiesȱ(exceptȱ
CodexȱandȱEcocert)ȱareȱENȱ45011ȱaccreditedȱbyȱSincertȱ(Italianȱauthorityȱforȱtheȱaccredidation),ȱ
memberȱofȱIAFȱInternationalȱAccreditationȱForumȱandȱEAȱEuropeanȱcooperationȱforȱAccreditaȬ
tion.ȱȱ

Inȱ2000ȱAIABȱpromotedȱ ICEAȱ limitedȱconsortium,ȱ togetherȱwithȱDEMETERȱ Italy,ȱANABȱ (theȱ
ItalianȱBioBuildingȱAssociation),ȱACUȱ(Consumersȱassociation)ȱandȱBancaȱETICAȱ(EthicȱBank)ȱ
whichȱinȱtheȱcourseȱofȱ2001ȱinheritedȱtheȱAIABȱcontrolȱandȱcertificationȱsystemȱleavingȱtoȱAIABȱ
theȱorganicȱagricultureȱstandardsȱdevelopment,ȱ theȱmanagingȱofȱ theȱGaranziaȱAIABȱsealȱandȱ
theȱactivitiesȱofȱresearch,ȱtrainingȱandȱpromotionȱofȱorganicȱagriculture.ȱȱ

Severalȱcertifyingȱbodiesȱhaveȱaȱproducerȱorganisationȱassociatedȱwithȱ them.ȱTheȱaimsȱofȱ theȱ
producerȱorganisationsȱareȱdifferentȱfromȱthoseȱofȱtheȱcertifyingȱbodies.ȱAlthoughȱsomeȱaimȱtoȱ
provideȱ technicalȱguidanceȱandȱextensionȱservicesȱ toȱorganicȱ farmersȱ theȱmajorityȱareȱmerelyȱ
lobbyingȱandȱculturalȱassociations.ȱ Inȱ thisȱsense,ȱaȱmoreȱactiveȱroleȱofȱ theȱ traditionalȱ (nonȬorȬ
ganic)ȱfarmersȱassociationsȱwouldȱbeȱdesirable.ȱȱ

Oneȱ uniqueȱ regionalȱ producers�ȱ associationȱ isȱ PROBERȱ (Associazioneȱ produttoriȱ biologiciȱ eȱ
biodinamiciȱdell�ȱEmiliaȱRomagna).ȱTheȱorganisationȱincludesȱproducersȱfromȱdifferentȱcertifiȬ
cationȱbodiesȱandȱhasȱobtainedȱtheȱrecognitionȱfromȱtheȱregionalȱgovernment.ȱTherefore,ȱitȱhasȱ
accessȱtoȱpublicȱfundsȱtoȱprovideȱservicesȱtoȱitsȱmembers.ȱTheȱservicesȱgivenȱincludeȱtechnicalȱ
extension,ȱpromotionȱandȱmarketing,ȱasȱwellȱasȱdemonstration,ȱexperimentationȱandȱresearchȱ
activities.ȱItȱalsoȱlobbiesȱforȱtheȱsectorȱatȱtheȱregionalȱlevel,ȱincludingȱdemandsȱforȱmoreȱrecogȬ
nitionȱandȱadvantagesȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱinȱmanyȱregionalȱlawsȱandȱprogrammes.ȱ

TheȱFederationȱofȱtheȱprincipalȱorganicȱandȱbiodynamicȱproducerȱandȱcertifyingȱorganisationsȱ
(FederazioneȱItalianaȱperȱlȇAgricolturaȱOrganicaȬFIAO)ȱisȱfoundedȱinȱ1992.ȱFIAOȱrepresentsȱtheȱ
sectorȱwithȱ17ȱcooperative,ȱproducerȱandȱconsumerȱassociationsȱatȱaȱpoliticalȱlevelȱandȱinformsȱ
theȱpublicȱaboutȱorganicȱfarming.ȱ

Theȱotherȱorganizationsȱ (Biobank,ȱGreenplanet,ȱCEDA)ȱ informȱproducersȱ concerningȱorganicȱ
farmingȱandȱconsumersȱbyȱpublicationsȱandȱnetwork.ȱGreenplanetȱisȱaȱnetworkȱofȱorganicȱandȱ
ecologicalȱassociationsȱwhichȱrunsȱaȱwebȱnetworkȱandȱpublishesȱaȱfreeȱweeklyȱEȬmailȱnewsletȬ
terȱaboutȱtradeȱandȱlawsȱissues,ȱandȱaȱcompleteȱpressȱreview.ȱȱCEDAȱ(CentroȱEcologicoȱdiȱDiȬ
mostrazioneȱAgraria)ȱpromotesȱorganicȱ agricultureȱbyȱprovidingȱdocumentation,ȱdemonstraȬ
tionȱandȱ information.ȱ Itȱwasȱ foundedȱbyȱAIABȱ inȱ1996.ȱ Itȱorganisesȱcoursesȱandȱseminarsȱ forȱ
organicȱadvisorsȱandȱfarmȱwalks.ȱ
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3.3. Other Organizations 

3.3.1. Sweden 

NationalȱBoardȱofȱAgricultureȱandȱControlȱAssociationȱ

TheȱNationalȱBoardȱofȱAgricultureȱhasȱdrawnȱupȱtheȱregulationsȱforȱtheȱgovernmentȱsupportȱtoȱ
beȱappliedȱasȱfromȱtheȱgrowingȱseasonȱ1989.ȱȱ

Theȱsupportȱrunsȱforȱthreeȱyears.ȱEitherȱtheȱwholeȱareaȱcanȱbeȱchangedȱinȱ1989ȱorȱitȱwillȱtransȬ
formȱstepȬwiseȱoverȱtheȱsubsequentȱfiveȱyearsȱatȱmost.ȱTheȱchangeȱshallȱbeȱsustainableȱȬtheȱareaȱ
mustȱbeȱfarmedȱorganicallyȱ forȱsixȱyearsȱatȱ theȱ least.ȱAlsoȱforȱareasȱwhichȱareȱalreadyȱfannedȱ
organically,ȱsupportȱcanȱbeȱgranted.ȱȱ

TheȱCountyȱAgriculturalȱBoardȱadministersȱtheȱsupportȱandȱalsoȱhasȱtheȱresponsibilityȱforȱtheȱ
control.ȱKRAVȱ (ControlȱAssociationȱ forȱ theȱOrganicȱ Farming)ȱ orȱ SvenskaȱDemeterforbundetȱ
controlȱtheȱcultivations.ȱȱ

Thanksȱ toȱ governmentȱ supportȱ theȱ organicallyȱ farmedȱ areaȱ isȱ estimatedȱ toȱ increaseȱ 4ȱ timesȱ
amongȱ2,000ȱfarmers.ȱItȱcorrespondsȱtoȱaboutȱ1.5ȱpercentȱofȱtheȱtotalȱarableȱareaȱinȱSweden.ȱȱ

Asȱthereȱ isȱaȱgreatȱ interestȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱtheȱneedȱforȱadvisoryȱservicesȱ isȱ increasing.ȱInȱ
1988ȱtheȱCountyȱAgriculturalȱBoardsȱemployedȱmoreȱadvisorsȱforȱorganicȱproduction.ȱNowȱweȱ
haveȱallȱnineȱorganicȱadvisorsȱatȱtheȱCountyȱAgriculturalȱBoards.ȱOneȱofȱthemȱisȱspecializingȱinȱ
domesticȱanimalsȱandȱtwoȱareȱworkingȱwithȱgardening.ȱInȱadditionȱthereȱisȱatȱleastȱoneȱadvisorȱ
atȱeachȱCountyȱAgriculturalȱBoardȱwhoȱtoȱsomeȱextentȱworksȱwithȱorganicȱadvisoryȱservices.ȱȱ

TheȱadvisoryȱservicesȱofȱtheȱCountyȱAgriculturalȱBoardsȱinȱorganicȱfarmingȱtoȱindividualsȱhaveȱ
tripledȱ fromȱbudgetȱyearȱ1987/88ȱ toȱ1988/89.ȱTheȱcoursesȱandȱ fieldȱdemonstrationsȱ inȱorganicȱ
farmingȱareȱincreasingȱinȱnumberȱasȱwell.ȱȱ

Asȱcommissionedȱbyȱ theȱgovernment,ȱ theȱNationalȱBoardȱofȱAgricultureȱsetȱupȱaȱCouncilȱ forȱ
OrganicȱFarmingȱ inȱautumnȱ1988.ȱTheȱCouncilȱconsistsȱofȱauthoritiesȱandȱ representativesȱ forȱ
theȱorganicȱfarmingȱandȱtrade.ȱTheȱCouncilȱchangesȱexperiencesȱandȱgivesȱitsȱviewȱonȱhowȱtheȱ
organicȱfarmingȱshallȱbeȱpromotedȱandȱdeveloped.ȱȱ

3.3.2. Germany 

Thereȱ areȱ numerousȱ otherȱ organisationsȱ relatedȱ toȱ organicȱ agricultureȱ inȱGermany,ȱ someȱ ofȱ
whichȱareȱintroducedȱbelow.ȱAnȱalmostȱcompleteȱoverviewȱofȱallȱrelevantȱorganisationsȱinȱtheȱ
organicȱsectorȱ inȱGermanyȱ isȱgivenȱ inȱ theȱdirectoryȱofȱ IFOAMȱmembers,ȱOrganicȱAgricultureȱ
WorldȬwide.ȱTwoȱmajorȱorganizationsȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱareȱgivenȱbelow:ȱ

FoundationȱEcologyȱ&ȱAgricultureȱ(SÖL)ȱ

FoundationȱEcologyȱ&ȱAgricultureȱ (StiftungȱÖkologieȱ&ȱLandbauȬSÖL)ȱwasȱ foundedȱ inȱ1961ȱ
andȱhasȱworkedȱspecificallyȱonȱ theȱ topicȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱsinceȱ1975.ȱManyȱofȱSÖLȇsȱacȬ
tivitiesȱrelateȱtoȱinformationȱaboutȱorganicȱfarming.ȱItȱpublishesȱtheȱquarterlyȱjournalȱÖkologieȱ
&ȱLandbauȱ(Ecologyȱ&ȱAgriculture),ȱwhichȱcoversȱallȱaspectsȱofȱecologyȱandȱfarming.ȱItȱisȱtheȱ
onlyȱmagazineȱinȱtheȱGermanȬspeakingȱcountriesȱwhichȱregularlyȱpublishesȱarticlesȱonȱorganicȱ
agriculturalȱresearch.ȱÖkologieȱ&ȱLandbauȱ isȱalsoȱ theȱGermanȬlanguageȱmagazineȱofȱ IFOAM.ȱ
Sinceȱ1997ȱÖkologieȱ&ȱLandbauȱhasȱbeenȱproducedȱinȱcoȬoperationȱwithȱtheȱSwissȱResearchȱInȬ
stituteȱofȱOrganicȱAgricultureȱ(FIBL).ȱ

TheȱbrochuresȱandȱbooksȱofȱSÖLȱcoverȱaȱwideȱrangeȱofȱsubjectsȱrelatedȱtoȱorganicȱagriculture.ȱ
Fromȱ2000ȱon,ȱSÖLȱandȱtheȱorganicȱproducerȱorganisationȱ(Bioland)ȱhaveȱpublishedȱbooksȱforȱ
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organicȱfarmersȱandȱgrowers.ȱSÖLȱalsoȱpublishesȱtheȱquarterlyȱAdvisors�ȱBulletinȱandȱitsȱinterȬ
netȱpageȱcoversȱaȱwideȱrangeȱofȱtopicsȱonȱorganicȱagriculture.ȱ

SÖLȱ initiatedȱandȱcoȬordinatesȱaȱbiennialȱscientificȱconferenceȱonȱorganicȱ farmingȱ inȱ theȱGerȬ
manȬspeakingȱcountries,ȱinȱcoȬoperationȱwithȱvariousȱresearchȱinstitutions.ȱTheȱfirstȱconferenceȱ
tookȱplaceȱinȱWitzenhausen,ȱGermanyȱinȱ1993;ȱtheȱsecondȱinȱMunichȱinȱ2001.ȱ

Sinceȱ1991,ȱSÖLȱhasȱactedȱasȱcoȬordinatorȱofȱtheȱIFOAMȱRegionalȱGroupȱofȱGermanȬspeakingȱ
Countriesȱ(Austria,ȱGermany,ȱLuxembourgȱandȱSwitzerland).ȱ

TheȱSÖLȱresearchȱandȱtrainingȱfarmȱwasȱestablishedȱinȱJanuaryȱ1999.ȱȱ

WorkingȱGroupȱforȱFoodsȱProducedȱwithoutȱGeneticȱEngineeringȱ(ALOG)ȱ

WorkingȱGroupȱ forȱ Foodsȱ ProducedȱwithoutȱGeneticȱ Engineeringȱ (ArbeitsGemeinschaftȱ LeȬ
bensmittelȱohneȱGentechnikȬALOG)ȱwasȱ foundedȱ inȱ Januaryȱ 1999.ȱ Itsȱ aimȱ isȱ toȱpromoteȱ theȱ
availabilityȱofȱ inputsȱasȱrawȱproducts,ȱprocessingȱagentsȱproducedȱwithoutȱ theȱuseȱofȱgeneticȱ
engineering.ȱTheȱdatabaseȱisȱsupportedȱbyȱnumerousȱinstitutionsȱandȱfirms.ȱȱȱ

MembersȱofȱALOGȱare:ȱ

Üȱ ArbeitsGemeinschaftȱÖkologischerȱLandbauȱ(AGÖL),ȱGermanyȱȱ

Üȱ ARGEȱGentechnikȬfreiȱe.V.,ȱVienna,ȱAustriaȱȱ

Üȱ Biologica,ȱhetȱPlatformȱvoorȱBiologischeȱLandbouwȱenȱVoeding,ȱUtrecht,ȱtheȱNetherlandsȱȱ

Üȱ ForschungsinstitutȱfürȱbiologischenȱLandbauȱ(FiBL),ȱFrick,ȱSwitzerlandȱȱ

Üȱ VerbandȱderȱReformwarenherstellerȱ(VRH),ȱGermanyȱȱ

Üȱ StiftungȱÖkologieȱ&ȱLandbauȱ(SÖL),ȱGermanyȱ

SchweisfurthȱFoundationȱ(SchweisfurthȱStiftung)ȱ

TheȱSchweisfurthȱFoundationȱwasȱfoundedȱinȱ1985ȱbyȱKarlȱLudwigȱSchweisfurth.ȱItsȱaimȱisȱtoȱ
supportȱprojectsȱ inȱ researchȱandȱ scienceȱ forȱaȱ sustainableȱ environment.ȱOrganicȱ farmingȱ isȱaȱ
mainȱaspectȱofȱthisȱgoal.ȱSeveralȱprojectsȱfinancedȱbyȱtheȱfoundationȱdealȱwithȱorganicȱagriculȬ
ture.ȱȱ

TheȱfoundationȱsupportsȱfourȱchairsȱatȱthreeȱdifferentȱuniversitiesȱinȱGermany:ȱAgricultureȱandȱ
SocialȱEcologyȱ (HumboldtȱUniversity,ȱBerlin);ȱEcologicalȱFoodȱQualityȱ (UniversityȱofȱWitzenȬ
hausen);ȱ Evolutionaryȱ Biologyȱ andȱ Morphologyȱ (Wittenȱ Privateȱ University);ȱ andȱ Appliedȱ
StudiesȱofȱFarmȱAnimalȱBehaviourȱandȱSpeciesȬAppropriateȱManagementȱandȱHousingȱ (UniȬ
versityȱ ofȱWitzenhausen).ȱ Furthermore,ȱ theȱ foundationȱ endowsȱ awardsȱ forȱ organicȱ farmsȱ asȱ
wellȱasȱresearchȱawardsȱforȱecologicalȱeconomicsȱandȱforȱspeciesȬappropriateȱfarmȱanimalȱmanȬ
agement.ȱ

TheȱSocietyȱforȱEcologicalȱAnimalȱHusbandryȱ(GesellschaftȱfürȱökologischeȱTierhaltung)ȱ

TheȱSocietyȱforȱEcologicalȱAnimalȱHusbandryȱwasȱfoundedȱinȱ1992.ȱItȱunitesȱagriculturalȱscienȬ
tists,ȱveterinariansȱandȱothersȱtoȱpromoteȱtheȱexchangeȱofȱideasȱandȱinformationȱonȱtheȱrelationȬ
shipȱbetweenȱhumans,ȱanimalsȱandȱtheȱenvironmentȱandȱtoȱaddressȱspecialȱquestionsȱconcernȬ
ingȱanimalȱwelfareȱsuchȱasȱtheirȱsocialȱbehaviourȱandȱadequateȱhousingȱconditions.ȱ

3.3.3. Spain 

Atȱpresent,ȱthereȱisȱnoȱmoneyȱavailableȱinȱSpainȱforȱresearchȱinȱorganicȱagricultureȱandȱforȱorȬ
ganicȱmarketing.ȱTheȱonlyȱrelatedȱactivitiesȱareȱthoseȱofȱtheȱworkingȱgroupsȱofȱtheȱCRAE,ȱwhichȱ
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areȱ composedȱ ofȱ representativesȱ ofȱ theȱ authorities,ȱ privateȱ organicȱ agricultureȱ organisationsȱ
andȱ consumerȬassociations.ȱ Theyȱworkȱ towardsȱ creatingȱ structuresȱ thatȱ canȱ initiateȱ researchȱ
andȱmarketingȱactivities.ȱ

Asȱforȱmarketing,ȱtheȱstateȱprovidesȱsomeȱsupportȱforȱorganisingȱorganicȱfairs.ȱAtȱpresent,ȱtheȱ
CRAEȱorganicȱagricultureȱworkingȱgroupȱexaminesȱpossibleȱcommonȱsupportȱandȱmarketingȬ
measuresȱforȱtheȱdomesticȱmarketȱasȱwellȱasȱforȱexport.ȱ

TheȱannualȱBioculturaȱfairȱatȱMadridȱandȱBarcelonaȱasȱwellȱasȱnationalȱandȱ internationalȱconȬ
ferencesȱareȱimportantȱforȱconsumerȱinformation.ȱ

3.3.4. USA 

TheȱCalvertȱFoundationȱ

TheȱCalvertȱFoundationȱisȱinterestedȱinȱworkingȱwithȱorganicȱmarketingȱorganizationsȱtoȱproȬ
videȱloanȱcapitalȱforȱreȬlendingȱbyȱcommunityȱloanȱfundsȱthatȱassistȱorganicȱfarmersȱaroundȱtheȱ
country.ȱTheȱFoundationȱ isȱ interestedȱ inȱmatchingȱ investorsȱwithȱcommunityȱ loanȱ fundsȱ thatȱ
helpȱindividualsȱinȱneedȱofȱcapital.ȱȱ

TheȱCalvertȱFoundationȱwasȱlaunchedȱthisȱyearȱbyȱtheȱCalvertȱGroup,ȱaȱ4ȱ1/2ȱbillionȱdollarȱfamȬ
ilyȱ ofȱ sociallyȱ responsibleȱmutualȱ funds.ȱ Forȱ theȱpastȱ year,ȱCalvertȱ sponsoredȱmutualȱ fundsȱ
haveȱbeenȱ investingȱ1%ȱofȱ theirȱ fundsȱ inȱ communityȱdevelopmentȱprojectsȱ forȱhousing,ȱ ecoȬ
nomicȱdevelopment,ȱbusinessȱdevelopment,ȱcooperatives,ȱandȱotherȱcommunityȱdevelopmentȱ
activities.ȱȱ

TheȱCalvertȱFoundationȱbelievesȱnewȱsourcesȱofȱcapitalȱareȱneededȱandȱthatȱoldȱfinancialȱtoolsȱ
mustȱ beȱ usedȱ inȱ newȱ waysȱ toȱ createȱ hope,ȱ opportunityȱ andȱ investmentsȱ inȱ communitiesȱ
throughoutȱ theȱworld.ȱTheȱ Foundationȱwillȱnotȱmakeȱ grantsȱ andȱwillȱ onlyȱprovideȱ loansȱ toȱ
communityȱloanȱfundsȱwhoȱwillȱreȬlendȱthroughȱtheirȱrevolvingȱloanȱfund.ȱInterestȱratesȱwillȱbeȱ
slightlyȱbelowȱmarket,ȱandȱtermsȱwillȱdependȱuponȱtheȱloanȱamount.ȱTCIȱcannotȱbeȱmoreȱthanȱ
10%ȱofȱtheȱborrowerȇsȱloanȱfund.ȱ

3.3.5. Turkey 

TheȱEcologicȱAgricultureȱAssociationȱ(EkolojikȱTarõmȱOrganizasyonuȱDerneği)ȱ

EcologicȱAgricultureȱAssociationȱwasȱfoundedȱinȱ1992ȱinȱorderȱtoȱdevelopȱandȱsupportȱorganicȱ
farmingȱinȱTurkey.ȱTheȱbasicȱgoalsȱofȱtheȱAssociationȱareȱto:ȱ

1.ȱ Promoteȱ awarenessȱ andȱ understandingȱ ofȱ organicȱ agricultureȱ andȱ products,ȱ toȱ supportȱ
andȱencourageȱresearchesȱinȱorganicȱfarmingȱbyȱhavingȱcooperationȱwithȱuniversitiesȱandȱ
researchȱcentersȱ

2.ȱ Provideȱ cooperationȱ amongȱ private/publicȱ organizationsȱ ȱ andȱ personsȱ dealingȱwithȱ orȬ
ganicȱfarmingȱonȱtechnicalȱandȱcommercialȱfieldsȱȱ

3.ȱ Toȱdevelopȱdomesticȱandȱforeignȱmarketsȱforȱorganicȱproducts,ȱregulateȱandȱcontrolȱtheseȱ
marketsȱ

4.ȱ Contributeȱtoȱtheȱcertificationȱandȱinspectionȱapplications,ȱallowȱtheȱAssociation�sȱLogoȱtoȱ
beȱusedȱinȱcontrolȱonȱtheȱmarketsȱ

5.ȱ Haveȱaȱstrongȱvoiceȱonȱ legislative,ȱregulatoryȱandȱpolicyȱ issuesȱwithȱreferenceȱtoȱorganicȱ
farmingȱandȱinformȱtheȱsocietyȱandȱitsȱmembersȱȱȱ

6.ȱ Developȱnewȱstandardsȱandȱprotectȱtheȱintegrityȱofȱorganicȱstandardsȱ
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TheȱEcologicȱAgriculturalȱAssociationȱ seemsȱ toȱ beȱ theȱuniqueȱ independentȱNGOȱ inȱTurkey,ȱ
sinceȱthereȱareȱnoȱfarmerȱcooperatives,ȱproducerȱandȱconsumerȱorganizationsȱrepresentingȱorȬ
ganicȱ farmingȱsectorȱatȱpresent.ȱExistingȱcooperativeȱassociationsȱandȱ farmȱorganizationsȱalsoȱ
doȱnotȱofferȱanyȱserviceȱforȱtheirȱmembers�ȱorganicȱproducts.ȱTherefore,ȱitȱappearsȱvitalȱforȱtheȱ
Associationȱtoȱrepresentȱandȱcoverȱtheȱorganicȱsector.ȱAȱvitalȱroleȱforȱTheȱEcologicȱAgriculturalȱ
Associationȱcouldȱbeȱtoȱprotectȱtheȱenvironmentȱandȱsustainȱaȱbalancedȱecosystemȱ

ByȱtheȱestablishmentȱofȱTheȱEcologicȱAgriculturalȱAssociation,ȱecologicȱfarmingȱpracticesȱhaveȱ
significantlyȱ increasedȱ especiallyȱaroundȱ İzmirȱandȱ inȱ theȱAegean,ȱÇukurovaȱandȱMediterraȬ
neanȱregionsȱofȱTurkey.ȱȱ

4. Cooperative Associations for Organic Farming 

4.1. Cooperative Associations in USA 

SeveralȱpotentialȱcooperativeȱoptionsȱhaveȱemergedȱinȱtheȱUSA.ȱAmongȱthemȱare:ȱȱ

Üȱ Aȱprofessionalȱassociation;ȱȱ

Üȱ Anȱorganicȱpromotionȱboardȱandȱȱ

Üȱ Threeȱtypesȱofȱmarketingȱagenciesȱwhichȱshareȱtheȱfollowingȱcommonȱassociations:ȱȱ

1.ȱ anȱorganicȱmarketingȱassociation;ȱȱ

2.ȱ aȱclearinghouseȱserviceȱandȱȱ

3.ȱ aȱmarketingȱcooperative.ȱ

4.1.1. Professional Association 

Mostȱ commodityȱgrowersȱhaveȱ formedȱProfessionalȱAssociations,ȱ suchȱ asȱ theȱNationalȱCornȱ
GrowersȱinȱUSA.ȱAȱProfessionalȱAssociationȱisȱusuallyȱaȱnonȬprofitȱorganizationȱandȱdoesȱnotȱ
marketȱorȱsellȱfarmersȇȱcommodities.ȱȱ

Inȱtheȱorganicȱcommunity,ȱaȱprofessionalȱassociation�sȱactivitiesȱmayȱbeȱsummarizedȱasȱfollows:ȱȱ

1.ȱȱ Engagementȱinȱpublicȱadvocacyȱonȱaȱgreatȱnumberȱofȱissuesȱthatȱaffectȱorganicȱfarmersȱ(i.e.ȱ
labellingȱlaws,ȱmarketingȱorders,ȱresearchȱfunding,ȱUSDAȱfarmȱprograms,ȱandȱcertificationȱ
issues).ȱȱ

2.ȱȱ Formationȱofȱaȱconsumer/organicȱfarmȱcoalitionȱtoȱbuildȱstrongȱconsumerȱsupport.ȱȱ

3.ȱȱ Educationalȱprogramsȱandȱconferencesȱforȱorganicȱfarmers.ȱȱ

4.ȱȱ Executionȱofȱeffectiveȱpublicȱrelationsȱtoȱserveȱtheȱinterestȱofȱorganicȱfarmers.ȱȱ

5.ȱȱ Maintainȱaȱdirectoryȱofȱallȱmembers.ȱȱ

6.ȱȱ RepresentationȱinȱtheȱUSDAȇsȱOrganicȱLabelȱdevelopment.ȱȱ

7.ȱȱ Professionalȱ representationȱ withinȱ theȱ OTAȱ (Organicȱ Tradeȱ Association,ȱ formerlyȱ
OFPANA).ȱȱ

8.ȱȱ Communicationȱonȱallȱissuesȱthroughȱaȱnewsletter.ȱ

Aȱ professionalȱ farmȱ organizationȱ isȱ fundedȱ throughȱ membershipȱ fees,ȱ likelyȱ startingȱ withȱ
grantsȱinȱcaseȱtheȱassociationȱbecomesȱnonȬprofit.ȱ
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4.1.2. Organic Promotion Board 

ManyȱcommodityȱproducersȱhaveȱelectedȱtoȱformȱaȱPromotionȱBoardȱforȱtheirȱspecialȱinterest.ȱ
ThisȱisȱdoneȱbyȱaȱlegislativeȱdirectiveȱtoȱUSDAȱtoȱholdȱaȱvoteȱbyȱallȱconcernedȱproducers.ȱIfȱtheȱ
PromotionȱBoardȱisȱapprovedȱbyȱtheȱproducers,ȱitȱwillȱbeȱcontrolledȱbyȱtheȱUSDAȱandȱfundedȱ
byȱ theȱproducersȱbyȱaȱ ȈcheckȬoffȈȱ fee.ȱAȱPromotionȱBoardȱcanȱalsoȱbeȱaȱprivateȱ initiativeȱbut,ȱ
historically,ȱisȱobligedȱtoȱcollectȱfeesȱnecessaryȱtoȱfinanceȱpromotions.ȱȱȱ

Theȱ followingȱ commoditiesȱ have,ȱ orȱ areȱ forming,ȱ promotionȱ boards:ȱ soybeans,ȱmushrooms,ȱ
limes,ȱpecans,ȱfluidȱmilk,ȱbeef,ȱpotatoes,ȱhoney,ȱwool,ȱcotton,ȱpork,ȱeggs,ȱfreshȬcutȱflowersȱandȱ
watermelon.ȱȱ

Feesȱ forȱaȱPromotionȱBoardȱcanȱbeȱcollectedȱatȱanyȱ levelȱofȱproductȱ flow,ȱbutȱusuallyȱareȱapȬ
praisedȱatȱ theȱ farmȱgate.ȱTheseȱ feesȱareȱusuallyȱnotȱassessedȱonȱsmallȱproducersȱdueȱ toȱcomȬ
plexitiesȱandȱareȱusuallyȱcollectedȱatȱtraditionalȱmarketȱoutletsȱsuchȱasȱmilkȱhandlers,ȱslaughȬ
terhouses,ȱ etc.ȱ Theȱ farmerȱ participatesȱ inȱ votingȱ andȱ inȱ helpingȱ setȱ theȱ directionȱ ofȱ theȱ
promotionalȱefforts.ȱȱ

Overall,ȱpromotionȱboardsȱperformȱtheȱvaluableȱtaskȱofȱgatheringȱmoneyȱtoȱpromoteȱaȱspecificȱ
commodity.ȱTheseȱpromotionsȱhaveȱbeenȱeffectiveȱatȱincreasingȱsalesȱandȱpublicȱawarenessȱofȱ
theȱcommodity.ȱUnfortunatelyȱthisȱrarelyȱmeansȱincreasedȱ incomeȱforȱtheȱfarmer,ȱbutȱratherȱaȱ
moreȱ reliableȱ andȱ expandingȱmarket.ȱPromotionȱBoardsȱ areȱnotȱ allowedȱ toȱdoȱmarketingȱorȱ
makeȱactualȱsales.ȱ

4.1.3. Organic Marketing Agencies in Common (OMAC) 

AnȱOMACȱisȱanȱallianceȱofȱproducersȱandȱcooperativesȱunitedȱinȱmarketing.ȱ ȱOMACsȱusuallyȱ
targetȱaȱspecificȱcommodityȱorȱmarket.ȱAnȱOMACȱcouldȱhaveȱmultipleȱmarketingȱarrangementsȱ
dependingȱuponȱmembersȇȱneeds.ȱȱ

AnȱexampleȱofȱanȱOMACȱisȱeggȱproducersȱwhoȱcompeteȱinȱtheȱretailȱeggȱmarketȱpoolingȱeggsȱ
forȱprocessingȱ intoȱpowderȱ forȱmanufacturingȱmarkets.ȱTheseȱproducersȱ couldȱ joinȱ togetherȱ
onlyȱforȱtheȱmanufacturingȱmarket,ȱorȱforȱallȱmarketing.ȱȱ

Eitherȱway,ȱtheȱOMACȱwouldȱbeȱaȱcentralizedȱmarketingȱandȱmanagementȱserviceȱrunȱaccordȬ
ingȱtoȱtheȱspecificȱpoliciesȱdevelopedȱbyȱmembersȱforȱeachȱmarket.ȱAnȱOMACȱcanȱofferȱgreatȱ
flexibilityȱasȱanȱorganizationalȱstructureȱtoȱmarketȱaȱgreatȱrangeȱofȱcommoditiesȱfromȱmultipleȱ
regionsȱallowingȱbetterȱserviceȱinȱtheȱmarketplace.ȱ

TheȱpossibleȱfunctionsȱandȱstructureȱofȱanȱorganicȱOMACȱ

OMACȱperformsȱsalesȱforȱtheȱfarmerȱofȱrawȱorȱvalueȬaddedȱproducts.ȱExperiencedȱmarketingȱ
andȱsalesȱstaffȱcouldȱbeȱemployed,ȱorȱaȱlicensedȱmarketingȱcooperativeȱorȱbusinessȱwithȱitsȱownȱ
professionalȱemployeesȱcouldȱbeȱcontracted.ȱȱ

AnȱOMACȱcanȱpoolȱproduct,ȱpoolȱonlyȱrevenue,ȱperformȱmarketingȱforȱtheȱfarmerȱorȱaȱgroupȱofȱ
cooperatives,ȱorȱdoȱanyȱcombination,ȱkeepingȱeachȱaccountȱseparately.ȱItȱisȱpossibleȱtoȱmarketȱ
bulkȱproductȱtoȱprocessors,ȱspecificȱproductsȱtoȱdistributors,ȱasȱwellȱasȱitsȱownȱproductȱlineȱtoȱ
retailers.ȱAnȱOMACȱcouldȱofferȱdifferentȱgradesȱandȱqualitiesȱcreatedȱbyȱregionalȱsoil,ȱclimaticȱ
andȱculturalȱdifferencesȱinȱfarmȱproducts.ȱByȱhavingȱsourcesȱofȱsupplyȱdistributedȱwidelyȱoverȱ
NorthȱAmerica,ȱaȱreliable,ȱconsistentȱorganicȱproductȱlineȱcanȱbeȱdeveloped.ȱȱ

AnȱOMACȱwouldȱhaveȱenforceableȱmarketingȱagreementsȱ toȱdefineȱ theȱparticipantȇsȱandȱ theȱ
OMACȇsȱresponsibilities,ȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱrightsȱandȱlimitationsȱofȱeach.ȱȱ
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Revenuesȱcouldȱbeȱkeptȱseparateȱforȱeachȱmemberȱorȱpooled.ȱAȱmemberȱcouldȱbeȱaȱlocalȱorȱreȬ
gionalȱcooperativeȱorȱaȱsingleȱfarmerȱwhoȱwouldȱbeȱanȱindividualȱmemberȱofȱtheȱOMAC.ȱȱ

StartȱupȱandȱoperatingȱcapitalȱcouldȱcomeȱfromȱmemberȱinvestmentȱorȱfromȱaȱloanȱonȱcommitȬ
tedȱproduction.ȱAdministrativeȱandȱmarketingȱexpensesȱwouldȱbeȱpaidȱ throughȱ theȱ salesȱasȬ
sessment.ȱExpensesȱcouldȱbeȱpooledȱandȱparticipantsȱchargedȱatȱaȱperȱunitȱrate.ȱInventoryȱandȱ
handlingȱoperationsȱcouldȱbeȱmaintainedȱbyȱlocalȱorȱregionalȱcooperativesȱorȱindividualȱmemȬ
bers.ȱȱ

Inȱ thisȱ system,ȱqualityȱ controlȱpracticesȱ areȱofȱ theȱhighestȱpriority.ȱAllȱ cooperativeȱmembersȱ
mustȱ beȱ trainedȱ initially,ȱ andȱ receiveȱ continualȱ inȬserviceȱ trainingȱ inȱ qualityȱ standardsȱ andȱ
qualityȱcontrol.ȱȱ

Theȱmajorȱobjectivesȱofȱ anȱorganicȱOMACȱ are:ȱ toȱprotectȱ theȱ interestsȱofȱ itsȱmembersȱ inȱ theȱ
marketplace,ȱandȱtoȱcontrolȱoversupplyȱthroughȱproductionȱcoordination,ȱmarketȱdevelopmentȱ
andȱsales.ȱȱ

Governanceȱandȱmembershipȱofȱanȱorganicȱmarketingȱagencyȱinȱcommonȱinȱconformanceȱwithȱ
theȱCapperȬVolsteadȱActȱwillȱminimizeȱantiȬtrustȱaction.ȱ

OrganicȱMarketingȱAssociationȱ

AnȱOrganicȱFarmersȱMarketingȱAssociationȱdealsȱwithȱbasicȱmarketingȱissues:ȱmarketȱreports,ȱ
commodityȱ committeesȱ andȱ communicationsȱ amongȱ producersȱ toȱ enableȱ themȱ toȱ establishȱ
sustainableȱprices.ȱSustainableȱpricesȱareȱbestȱprotectedȱifȱfarmersȱworkȱtogetherȱatȱestablishingȱ
targetȱpricesȱforȱorganicȱcommodities.ȱProducersȱwouldȱacceptȱtoȱsellȱanyȱorganicȱcommodityȱasȱ
conventionalȱwhichȱcannotȱbeȱsoldȱatȱtheȱorganicȱtargetȱprice.ȱNetȱincomeȱwouldȱbeȱtheȱsumȱofȱ
organicȱsalesȱandȱconventionalȱsales,ȱreflectingȱtheȱȈutilizationȈȱofȱorganic.ȱThisȱmethodȱofȱmarȬ
ketingȱdoesȱnotȱreduceȱ theȱbenefitȱofȱ theȱorganicȱ targetȱprice,ȱbutȱwillȱreturnȱaȱ finalȱnetȱpriceȱ
basedȱonȱmarketingȱability,ȱquality,ȱservice,ȱandȱoverallȱmarketȱsupplyȱconditions.ȱȱ

Organicȱfoodsȱshouldȱbeȱproduceȱofȱsustainableȱagricultureȱandȱmustȱhaveȱsustainableȱpricing.ȱȱ
Goodȱcommunicationȱwithȱreferenceȱtoȱmarketȱconditions,ȱprices,ȱandȱrelatedȱsubjectsȱwouldȱbeȱ
necessaryȱtoȱhelpȱproducersȱinȱmarketȱatȱthisȱlevel.ȱȱ

AȱClearinghouseȱServiceȱ

Aȱ Clearinghouseȱ Serviceȱwould:ȱ listȱ availableȱ commodities,ȱ listȱmarketȱ inquiriesȱ andȱ checkȱ
creditȱreferences.ȱItȱwouldȱnotȱmakeȱaȱsaleȱorȱtakeȱpossessionȱofȱtheȱcommodity.ȱThisȱisȱtheȱfirstȱ
optionȱwhichȱ actuallyȱproducesȱ aȱ sale,ȱyetȱdoesȱnotȱhaveȱ toȱhandleȱ anyȱmoney.ȱThisȱoptionȱ
wouldȱnotȱrequireȱaȱcommitmentȱbyȱtheȱproducerȱtoȱmarketȱtheȱproductsȱthroughȱtheȱAssociaȬ
tion,ȱbutȱisȱratherȱaȱmembershipȬbasedȱfeeȱservice.ȱTelecommunicationsȱModel:ȱOrganicȱProdȬ
uctȱInformationȱServiceȱ(OPIS)ȱisȱanȱexampleȱofȱaȱcurrentlyȱexistingȱtelecommunicationsȱclearȬ
inghouse.ȱ

TheȱservicesȱandȱinformationȱavailableȱfromȱaȱclearinghouseȱserviceȱcouldȱbeȱdistributedȱelecȬ
tronicallyȱ ifȱenoughȱproducersȱhaveȱ theȱcapacityȱ toȱgoȱ ȈonȬline.ȈȱEvenȱproducersȱwhoȱdoȱnotȱ
ownȱ(orȱdonȇtȱwishȱtoȱown)ȱcomputerȱequipmentȱcouldȱbenefitȱfromȱsuchȱaȱserviceȱifȱaȱclearingȱ
houseȱcoordinatorȱwereȱhiredȱtoȱdisseminateȱinformationȱthroughȱweeklyȱphoneȱcalls.ȱInformaȬ
tionȱ couldȱ alsoȱbeȱdistributedȱ throughȱmoreȱ traditionalȱ channelsȱ suchȱ asȱperiodicȱ reportsȱorȱ
newsletters.ȱȱ

MarketingȱCooperativeȱ

AȱMarketingȱCooperative,ȱasȱcomparedȱtoȱtheȱorganizationsȱabove,ȱwouldȱactuallyȱsellȱtheȱorȬ
ganicȱproductȱandȱwouldȱdoȱinvoicing,ȱhandleȱmoney,ȱandȱmakeȱfarmerȱpayments.ȱAȱmarketȬ
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ingȱcooperativeȱwouldȱrequireȱincreasedȱmemberȱfinancingȱandȱsupportȱatȱtheȱbeginning.ȱTheȱ
marketingȱ cooperativeȱ canȱprovideȱmemberȱ servicesȱ suchȱasȱ transportation,ȱ coordination,ȱ reȬ
search,ȱproductionȱorganization,ȱandȱsupplyȱmanagement.ȱȱ

MarketingȱCooperativesȱcanȱbeȱdesignedȱtoȱserveȱaȱvarietyȱofȱmarketingȱoptions:ȱȱ

a.ȱContractualȱMarketingȱȱ

AȱContractualȱMarketingȱCooperativeȱwouldȱmarketȱonȱaȱcontractȱbasisȱorȱonȱaȱspotȱmarketȱbaȬ
sis.ȱThisȱoption,ȱinȱadditionȱtoȱactingȱasȱaȱclearinghouseȱservice,ȱwouldȱperformȱactualȱsalesȱandȱ
transactions.ȱItȱwouldȱalsoȱhandleȱallȱcontracts,ȱinvoicing,ȱcollectionsȱandȱfarmerȱpayments.ȱȱ

b.ȱPooledȱMarketingȱȱ

AȱPooledȱMarketingȱCooperativeȱ requiresȱ aȱ commitmentȱofȱproductionȱunitsȱ toȱbeȱpartȱofȱ aȱ
commodityȱpoolȱwhichȱwouldȱreturnȱaȱpooledȱpriceȱspecificallyȱforȱeachȱgradeȱofȱcommodity.ȱ
Poolingȱisȱaȱtechniqueȱthatȱhasȱspecialȱapplicationȱtoȱcooperatives.ȱPoolingȱisȱanȱoldȱandȱeffecȬ
tiveȱtoolȱofȱmarketingȱassociationsȱwhichȱfacilitatesȱoperationȱatȱcost.ȱȱ

Supplyȱmanagementȱ becomesȱ crucialȱ inȱ determiningȱ theȱ volumeȱ ofȱ theȱ poolȱ production.ȱAȱ
PooledȱMarketȱCooperativeȱ isȱaȱcomplexȱbusiness.ȱTheȱcooperativeȱdoesȱallȱ invoicing,ȱcollecȬ
tions,ȱfarmerȱpaymentsȱandȱmarketing.ȱClearȱmemberȱpolicyȱassuresȱequalȱtreatmentȱamongȱallȱ
producersȱandȱmemberȱcooperatives.ȱȱ

c.ȱValueȬAddedȱMarketingȱ(Processing)ȱȱȱ

Aȱ ValueȬAddedȱMarketingȱ Cooperativeȱwouldȱ processȱ aȱ commodityȱ toȱ addȱ value,ȱ suchȱ asȱ
wheatȱ toȱpastaȱorȱmilkȱ toȱcheese.ȱAȱproductȱcouldȱbeȱsoldȱ inȱbulkȱorȱasȱaȱconsumerȱbrandedȱ
product.ȱȱ

Thisȱoptionȱisȱtheȱmostȱcomplexȱforȱfarmersȱwithȱassociatedȱissuesȱofȱinventory,ȱmanufacturing,ȱ
financing,ȱqualityȱcontrolȱandȱmarketing.ȱAsȱtheȱcooperativeȱmovesȱintoȱitsȱownȱbrandȱofȱconȬ
sumerȱproductsȱaȱnumberȱofȱadditionalȱ issuesȱmustȱbeȱaddressed:ȱ trademarks,ȱ labelingȱ laws,ȱ
packaging,ȱpromotions,ȱtradeȱshows,ȱetc.ȱȱ

AȱValueȬAddedȱMarketingȱCooperativeȱ isȱusuallyȱ basedȱ onȱ theȱpooledȱmethodȱ andȱ hasȱ theȱ
highestȱmemberȱ financingȱ requirements.ȱTheȱ intentionȱoftenȱ isȱ toȱ receiveȱ aȱhigherȱ returnȱbyȱ
addingȱvalue,ȱbutȱ theȱ additionalȱ costȱ canȱ easilyȱbeȱmoreȱ thanȱ theȱ additionalȱ income.ȱValueȬ
addedȱhowever,ȱespeciallyȱwithȱconsumerȱbrandedȱproducts,ȱallowsȱproducersȱtoȱholdȱmarketsȱ
whenȱtheȱcommodityȱmarketȱisȱoversupplied.ȱȱ

TheȱValueȬAddedȱMarketingȱCooperativeȱwillȱusuallyȱhaveȱaȱmarketingȱstrategyȱthatȱcombinesȱ
theȱsaleȱofȱ rawȱcommodities,ȱmanufacturerȱqualitiesȱandȱconsumerȱbrandedȱproducts.ȱAnȱorȬ
ganicȱfarmerȱbrandȱcanȱbeȱcreatedȱthroughȱincreasedȱconsumerȱawarenessȱandȱfarmers�ȱeducaȬ
tion.ȱInȱshort,ȱitȱgivesȱfarmersȱmoreȱcontrolȱofȱtheirȱproduct,ȱpriceȱandȱmarket,ȱandȱintroducesȱ
consumersȱtoȱtheȱsourceȱofȱtheirȱorganicȱfood.ȱȱ

4.2. Financing Options for Cooperatives 

Anyȱconsiderationȱofȱaȱmarketingȱassociationȱrequiresȱaȱcloseȱlookȱatȱtheȱfinancialȱsustainabilityȱ
ofȱ theȱproposedȱbusiness.ȱAȱ soundȱ financialȱbusinessȱplanȱ isȱ requiredȱ inȱorderȱ toȱ succeedȱatȱ
marketing.ȱAȱcooperativeȱventureȱisȱusuallyȱfinancedȱinȱpartȱbyȱtheȱmembersȱwhoȱbenefit.ȱȱ

TheȱamountȱofȱstartȬupȱcapitalȱrequiredȱwouldȱdependȱonȱtheȱcomplexityȱofȱtheȱbusinessȱandȱitsȱ
relationshipȱwithȱ itsȱmembers/owners.ȱMemberȱ investmentȱcanȱ takeȱmanyȱ forms:ȱupȬfrontȱ inȬ
vestment,ȱannualȱfeesȱorȱaȱcheckȬoffȱofȱsales,ȱtoȱnameȱaȱfew.ȱAȱmemberȱcanȇtȱexpectȱgoodȱperȬ
formanceȱfromȱaȱmarketȱassociationȱwhichȱisȱpoorlyȱcapitalized.ȱȱ
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Anȱorganicȱ farmersȇȱ cooperativeȱhasȱ capitalizationȱoptionsȱotherȱ thanȱ conventionalȱ financingȱ
andȱmemberȱ equity.ȱDependingȱuponȱ theȱ structure,ȱotherȱpotentialȱ sourcesȱare:ȱUSDA/Ruralȱ
Developmentȱ loans,ȱGreenȱLoanȱ funds,ȱREAȱ loans,ȱpotentialȱ investmentȱbyȱconsumersȱandȱaȱ
hostȱofȱ ruralȱcommunityȱ loanȱ funds.ȱ Initiallyȱ thereȱcouldȱbeȱ limitedȱgrantsȱ toȱaidȱ inȱstartȬup.ȱ
Givenȱtheȱlimitedȱresourcesȱofȱfarmers,ȱitȱisȱhighlyȱdesirableȱtoȱbeȱcreativeȱinȱfinancingȱaȱcoopȬ
erativeȱmarketingȱventure.ȱȱ

Theȱ challengeȱ forȱanyȱ startȬupȱ cooperativeȱ effortȱ isȱ toȱ convinceȱmembersȱ toȱ investȱ inȱanȱunȬ
provedȱventure.ȱYet,ȱwithoutȱaȱmemberȱinvestmentȱorȱfees,ȱtheȱmemberȱcommitmentȱisȱharderȱ
toȱassessȱandȱmaintain.ȱMemberȱcommitmentȱisȱaȱcrucialȱfoundationȱforȱaȱsound,ȱwellȬcapitalȬ
izedȱbusinessȱventure.ȱȱ

Twoȱlevelsȱofȱfinanceȱhaveȱbeenȱidentified.ȱTheȱfirstȱlevelȱofȱfinancingȱidentifiedȱisȱforȱdevelopȬ
mentȱofȱlocalȱorȱregionalȱorganicȱhandlingȱoperationsȱ(whichȱmayȱincludeȱanythingȱfromȱcoldȱ
storage,ȱ toȱ slaughterȱplants,ȱ storage,ȱ shippingȱdepotsȱ andȱvalueȬaddedȱ enterprises).ȱTwoȱ apȬ
proachesȱ toȱ localȱ orȱ regionalȱ organicȱ handlingȱ infraȱ structureȱ developmentȱ haveȱ beenȱ sugȬ
gested:ȱ

1.ȱ Usingȱhandlingȱoperations,ȱequipmentȱandȱplantsȱofȱexistingȱcooperatives,ȱand;ȱȱ

2.ȱ Acquisitionȱandȱupgradingȱofȱexistingȱplantsȱorȱhandlingȱoperations,ȱorȱfabricationȱofȱnewȱ
handlingȱoperations.ȱ

Thisȱlevelȱofȱfinanceȱisȱbeyondȱtheȱscopeȱofȱaȱclearinghouseȱorȱanȱorganicȱmarketingȱagencyȱinȱ
common.ȱTheȱStudy,ȱhowever,ȱisȱidentifyingȱoptions,ȱprivateȱandȱpublic,ȱforȱcapitalizationȱandȱ
availabilityȱofȱfinancesȱtoȱlocalȱorȱregionalȱorganicȱcooperatives.ȱWeȱencourageȱfarmersȱtoȱdisȬ
cussȱlocalȱandȱregionalȱfinancialȱneedsȱatȱtheȱregionalȱmeetings.ȱȱ

Forȱtheȱclearinghouseȱorȱtheȱorganicȱmarketingȱagencyȱinȱcommon,ȱtheȱmajorȱconcernȱseemsȱtoȱ
beȱforȱȈoperationalȱfinances.ȈȱBothȱaȱclearinghouseȱandȱaȱmarketingȱagencyȱinȱcommonȱasȱdisȬ
cussedȱupȱtoȱnowȱareȱreallyȱtelecommunicationȱmarketingȱcooperatives.ȱInventory,ȱdepotsȱandȱ
physicalȱplantsȱetc.ȱareȱpartȱofȱlocalȱorȱregionalȱcooperativeȱinitiatives.ȱFinancialȱneedsȱappearȱtoȱ
includeȱpersonnel,ȱdataȱbase/telecommunicationȱequipment,ȱtravel,ȱmarketingȱandȱorganizationȱ
setup,ȱrentsȱ /leases,ȱworkingȱcapital,ȱandȱoneȱ timeȱstartȱupȱcosts.ȱToȱaccuratelyȱdetermineȱ theȱ
ȈoperationalȱfinancesȈȱneeded,ȱbothȱobjectivesȱandȱstructureȱhaveȱtoȱbeȱdecidedȱupon.ȱ

4.3. Cooperative Associations and Producer Organizations for Organic Farming in EU 

4.3.1. Cooperative Associations in Italy 

NumerousȱassociationsȱhaveȱbeenȱfoundedȱinȱCentralȱItalyȱmoreȱorȱlessȱrecently,ȱbutȱtwoȱnegaȬ
tiveȱaspectsȱstillȱpersist:ȱ

1)ȱȱ Allȱfarmersȱareȱnotȱmembersȱofȱanyȱofȱthemȱ

2)ȱȱ SomeȱsmallȱsizeȱassociationsȱneitherȱallowȱgivingȱanyȱrealȱtechnicalȱsupportȱtoȱtheirȱmemȬ
bers,ȱnorȱlettingȱthemȱhaveȱaȱsufficientȱpoliticalȱstrength.ȱ

Theȱdemandȱforȱbiologicalȱfood,ȱbothȱfreshȱandȱprocessed,ȱisȱveryȱhigh.ȱTheȱnumberȱofȱspecialȬ
izedȱretailersȱandȱofȱsupermarketsȱofferingȱsomeȱbiologicalȱproductsȱisȱconsequentlyȱincreasingȱ
everyȱyear.ȱȱ
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Theȱ rulesȱandȱ recommendationsȱofȱ IFOAMȱ (Theȱ InternationalȱFederationȱofȱOrganicȱAgriculȬ
tureȱMovements)ȱareȱcontrolledȱonȱ39%ȱofȱtheȱfarmsȱbyȱassociationȱtechnicians.ȱTwentyȱpercentȱ
ofȱproducersȱhaveȱtheirȱproduceȱanalyzedȱatȱtheirȱownȱexpenseȱbyȱpublicȱorȱprivateȱlabs.ȱȱ

Theȱ prevailingȱ marketingȱ channelȱ isȱ directȱ saleȱ onȱ theȱ farm,ȱ followedȱ byȱ middleȱ menȱ andȱ
wholesalers.ȱManyȱproducersȱhaveȱtheirȱownȱlocalȱdistribution,ȱthroughȱmarketsȱandȱretailers.ȱ
Someȱ veryȱ interestingȱ experiencesȱ exist,ȱ bothȱ onȱ theȱ individualȱ farmȱ andȱ coȬoperativeȱ level.ȱ
Theyȱhaveȱbeenȱableȱtoȱpenetrateȱintoȱnationalȱandȱforeignȱmarkets.ȱȱ

Italianȱ legislationȱonȱ foodȱprocessingȱhoweverȱ isȱsomewhatȱobsoleteȱandȱ limitsȱ someȱ feasibleȱ
developmentȱthatȱcouldȱgenerateȱnewȱperspectivesȱforȱbiologicalȱproducts.ȱ

Theȱqualityȱproblemsȱofȱtheȱagriculturalȱproductsȱandȱofȱtheȱtransformedȱfoodȱproducts,ȱisȱoneȱ
ofȱ theȱmajorȱobjectivesȱofȱ theȱ realizationȱofȱ theȱEuropeanȱ ȈAttoȱunicoȈȱ toȱcreateȱaȱbigȱharmoȬ
nizedȱmarket.ȱȱ

InȱorderȱtoȱachieveȱsuchȱanȱobjectiveȱtheȱEECȱCommissionȱhasȱsuggestedȱtheȱadoptionȱofȱȈharȬ
monizedȱregulationsȈȱforȱenvironmentalȱandȱhealthȱprotection,ȱforȱconsumersȱdefenceȱandȱloyȬ
altyȱandȱseriousnessȱofȱcommercialȱoperations.ȱȱ

Theȱprotectionȱofȱtheȱagriculturalȱandȱtransformedȱproductionȱcanȱbeȱreachedȱbyȱusingȱseveralȱ
differentȱinstruments,ȱrangingȱfromȱtheȱcertificationȱofȱtheȱtotalȱqualityȱtoȱtheȱuseȱofȱgeographiȬ
calȱdenominationȱ includingȱ theȱuseȱofȱ specificȱ labelsȱ andȱmarks.ȱTheȱ arrangements,ȱdirectedȱ
towardsȱtheȱprotectionȱandȱtheȱvalorisationȱofȱtheȱbiologicalȱproductions,ȱcanȱfindȱaȱreferenceȱ
pointȱaccordingȱbothȱtoȱtheȱregulationsȱandȱtoȱtheȱoperations,ȱinȱsuchȱaȱcontext.ȱȱ

Asȱ farȱasȱourȱ countryȱ isȱconcerned,ȱourȱMinisteroȱdellȇAgricolturaȱeȱdelleȱForesteȱhasȱalwaysȱ
beenȱ tryingȱ toȱ followȱ aȱ certainȱ kindȱ ofȱ interventionȱ toȱ valoriseȱ theȱ agriculturalȱproductions,ȱ
whichȱmainlyȱaimedȱatȱtheȱuseȱofȱtheȱgeographicalȱdenominationȱthroughȱaȱseriesȱofȱcontrolledȱ
marks,ȱespeciallyȱguaranteedȱforȱwines,ȱcheese,ȱandȱsalami.ȱȱ

Littleȱwasȱtheȱinterventionȱofȱtheȱcertificationȱofȱtheȱtotalȱqualityȱdueȱtoȱtheȱlackȱofȱharmonizedȱ
regulations,ȱinstitutionsȱandȱinstrumentsȱwhichȱwereȱtoȱgovernȱtheȱaboveȱmentionedȱrules.ȱȱ

Underȱ theȱpressureȱofȱ theȱ environmentalistsȱ andȱ consumersȱ associations,ȱ theȱParliamentȱhasȱ
elaboratedȱaȱbillȱ forȱ theȱprotectionȱandȱ theȱvalorisationȱofȱ theȱbiologicalȱproductions.ȱSuchȱaȱ
measure,ȱwhichȱ cameȱbeforeȱ theȱ ideaȱofȱaȱEuropeaȱ regulamentation,ȱneedsȱ Ȭȱasȱweȱ seeȱ itȱ Ȭȱaȱ
thoroughȱrevisionȱandȱanȱadjustmentȱtoȱtheȱbasicȱprinciplesȱandȱcriteriaȱofȱtheȱEECȱissue,ȱwhichȱ
reflectsȱmoreȱtheȱneedsȱofȱtheȱproducers.ȱȱ

Theȱnationalȱassociationȱofȱtheȱagriculturalȱcooperativesȱ(ANCA)ȱorganizesȱaȱsetȱofȱalimentaryȱ
farmsȱandȱindustriesȱhavingȱaȱtotalȱamountȱofȱsalesȱofȱ4ȱthousandȱbillionȱECU.ȱȱ

Theȱassociationȱhasȱworkedȱtoȱprotectȱtheȱincomeȱofȱlittleȱandȱmediumȱsizedȱfarms,ȱinȱorderȱtoȱ
achieveȱ theȱutmostȱvalorisationȱofȱ theȱagriculturalȱproductionsȱworkingȱ inȱ combinationȱwithȱ
industries.ȱ Inȱ suchȱaȱview,ȱunderȱ theȱ spurȱofȱbothȱ consumers�ȱandȱ environmentalists�ȱneeds,ȱ
someȱinitiativesȱhaveȱdevelopedȱinȱtheseȱlastȱfewȱyearsȱinȱtheȱfieldȱofȱbiologicalȱandȱcontrolledȱ
productionsȱaboveȱallȱinȱtheȱcereals,ȱmills,ȱwines,ȱfruitȱandȱvegetables,ȱoliveȱoilȱcultivation,ȱcatȬ
tleȱandȱbeesȱbreeding,ȱwhileȱonȱtheȱsideȱofȱservices,ȱmoreȱtechnicalȱassistanceȱhasȱbeenȱgivenȱtoȱ
production,ȱandȱmoreȱattentionȱhasȱbeenȱpaidȱtoȱorganicȱmineralȱfertilizersȱandȱtoȱpesticides.ȱȱ

TheȱwholeȱofȱtheseȱactivitiesȱcanȱbeȱvaluedȱȬȱatȱpresentȱȬȱaroundȱ50ȱtoȱ60ȱbillionȱlireȱofȱincomeȱ
butȱwithȱinterestingȱprospectsȱofȱaȱfutureȱdevelopment,ȱsinceȱtheȱbiologicalȱproductsȱisȱaȱreferȬ
enceȱfactorȱinȱtheȱprocessȱofȱproductiveȱreconversionȱofȱtheȱItalianȱagriculture.ȱȱ
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OnȱtheȱinitiativeȱofȱaȱgroupȱofȱANCAȱfirms,ȱoperatingȱinȱtheȱdifferentȱphasesȱofȱtheȱagroȱȬȱaliȬ
mentaryȱȈchainȈ,ȱaȱConsorzioȱperȱilȱControlloȱdelleȱProduzioniȱBiologicheȱhasȱbeenȱconstituted,ȱ
whichȱaimsȱatȱcheckingȱtheȱimpactȱofȱsomeȱfarmingȱprocessesȱonȱtheȱenvironment,ȱwhileȱitȱproȬ
videsȱqualityȱmarksȱandȱguaranteesȱtheȱcommercializationȱofȱtheseȱproductsȱonȱtheȱmarkets.ȱȱ

Theȱ ȈConsorzioȈȱalsoȱcoordinatesȱaȱnetworkȱofȱ laboratoriesȱandȱtechniciansȱwhoȱareȱtoȱensureȱ
thatȱrulesȱareȱobservedȱandȱtheȱenvironmentȱisȱrespected.ȱȱ

Itȱcarriesȱoutȱaȱseriesȱofȱservicesȱintendedȱtoȱfavourȱtheȱconcentrationȱandȱtheȱstandardizationȱofȱ
theȱbiologicalȱproductȱinȱviewȱofȱcontractsȱwithȱtheȱorganizedȱdistribution.ȱȱ

InȱItaly,ȱtheȱmarketȱofȱbiologicalȱproductsȱisȱstillȱunderdevelopedȱȬȱcomparedȱwithȱtheȱdemandȱ
ofȱtheȱpublicȱȬȱdueȱtoȱtheȱlackȱofȱservicesȱandȱaȱstillȱsuperficialȱknowledgeȱofȱtheȱproblemȱinȱitsȱ
whole.ȱȱ

Concludingȱ theȱConsorzios�ȱmainȱ targetȱ isȱ toȱ eliminateȱ theȱ riskȱofȱunloyalȱ attitudesȱofȱ someȱ
farmersȱwhichȱmightȱdamageȱtheȱhonestȱandȱhardworkingȱfarmersȱwhoȱareȱbyȱfarȱtheȱmajorityȱ
inȱourȱassociation.ȱȱ

Anȱ organizationȱ forȱproductionȱ controlȱ ofȱ ecologicalȱ farmingȱpracticesȱ hasȱ beenȱ established,ȱ
withȱfundingȱfromȱtheȱgovernment.ȱTheȱcontrolȱisȱboundȱonȱrulesȱsetȱbyȱIFOAM.ȱ

4.3.2. Cooperative Associations in France 

Theȱorganicȱagriculturalȱorganisationsȱrepresentȱtheȱorganicȱsectorȱonȱaȱpoliticalȱlevelȱandȱtheirȱ
logosȱofȱtheȱproducerȱassociationsȱareȱnotȱusedȱforȱlabellingȱorganicȱproducts.ȱȱ

FédérationȱNationalȱdeȱ l�AgricultureȱBiologiqueȱ(FNAB)ȱ isȱtheȱFederationȱofȱtheȱregionalȱproȬ
ducerȱorganisationsȱandȱrepresentsȱtheȱorganicȱsectorȱatȱtheȱadministrationsȱandȱtheȱtradeȱunȬ
ions.ȱBioconvergenceȱandȱSyndicatȱEuropèenȱdesȱTransformateursȱdeȱProduitsȱdeȱl�agricultureȱ
Biologiqueȱ(SETRAB)ȱrepresentȱtheȱprocessors.ȱȱ

Allȱ threeȱorganisationsȱareȱcompetentȱpartnersȱofȱ theȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱ inȱquestionsȱreȬ
latingȱtoȱstandards,ȱinspectionȱandȱcertification.ȱ

TheȱtrademarkȱforȱbioȬdynamicȱproductsȱisȱtheȱDemeterȱlogoȱ(Biodynamie).ȱ

4.3.3. Cooperative Associations in Germany 

Theȱorganicȱproducers�ȱorganisationsȱallȱownȱlegallyȱprotectedȱsealsȱwithȱwhichȱcertifiedȱfarmsȱ
andȱcertifiedȱprocessorsȱcanȱbeȱ labelled.ȱTheseȱsealsȱareȱ familiarȱ toȱGermanȱconsumers,ȱespeȬ
ciallyȱthoseȱofȱDemeter,ȱBiolandȱandȱNaturland.ȱ

Otherȱ organisationsȱ haveȱ gainedȱ regionalȱ importanceȱ (Biokreis,ȱÖkosiegelȱ andȱANOG).ȱGäaȱ
andȱBioparkȱareȱmainlyȱactiveȱinȱeasternȱGermany.ȱEcovinȱisȱanȱorganisationȱofȱmostȱofȱtheȱorȬ
ganicȱwineȱproducersȱinȱGermany.ȱ

TheȱGermanȱorganicȱproducers�ȱassociationȱforȱorganicȱfarmingȱ(ArbeitsȱGemeinschaftȱÖkoloȬ
gischerȱLandbauȬAGÖL)ȱwasȱfoundedȱ inȱ1988ȱatȱSÖLȇsȱ initiative.ȱTheȱAssociationȱforȱOrganicȱ
FarmingȱisȱtheȱumbrellaȱassociationȱofȱtheȱGermanȱorganicȱproducerȱorganisationsȱandȱhasȱhadȱ
nineȱmembersȱupȱtoȱMarchȱ2001:ȱANOGȱ(ArbeitskreisȱfürȱnaturnahenȱObstȬ,ȱGemüseȬȱundȱFeldȬ
fruchtanbau),ȱ Biokreis,ȱ Bioland,ȱ Biopark,ȱ Demeter,ȱ Ecovin,ȱ Gäa,ȱ Naturland,ȱ andȱ Ökosiegel.ȱ
However,ȱBiolandȱandȱDemeterȱleftȱAGÖLȱearlyȱinȱ2001.ȱ

Standardsȱ forȱ theȱ processingȱ ofȱ organicallyȱ producedȱ productsȱ wereȱ developedȱ byȱ AGÖL.ȱ
AGÖLȱ representsȱ theȱ interestsȱofȱ itsȱmembersȱbeforeȱgovernmentȱandȱ stateȱauthorities,ȱespeȬ
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ciallyȱwhenȱcommentsȱonȱdraftsȱofȱregulationsȱetc.ȱareȱrequired.ȱInternally,ȱAGÖLȱcoȬordinatesȱ
positionsȱonȱissuesȱofȱcommonȱconcern.ȱ

TheȱCentralȱMarketingȱSocietyȱofȱ theȱGermanȱAgriculturalȱSectorȱ (CentraleȱMarketingȱGesellȬ
schaftȱderȱDeutschenȱAgrarwirtschaftȬCMAȬ)ȱandȱAGÖLȱhaveȱdevelopedȱtheȱcommonȱorganicȱ
sealȱ�theȱOekoȬPruefzeichen�ȱwhichȱwasȱpresentedȱtoȱtheȱpublicȱonȱJanuaryȱ29,ȱ1999ȱinȱBerlin.ȱ
ThisȱsealȱisȱadministeredȱbyȱtheȱOekopruefzeichenȱ(ÖPZ)ȱGmbH.ȱ

AGÖLȱandȱitsȱmemberȱorganisationsȱcollaborateȱwithȱIFOAMȱinȱnumerousȱways,ȱandȱtheyȱareȱ
representedȱonȱ theȱ IFOAMȱWorldȱBoardȱofȱDirectors,ȱ theȱ IFOAMȱStandardsȱCommittee,ȱ theȱ
IFOAMȱAccreditationȱProgrammeȱCommittee,ȱtheȱIFOAMȬEUȬGroupȱandȱtheȱIFOAMȱRegionalȱ
Groupȱ ofȱ GermanȬspeakingȱ Countriesȱ (Austria,ȱ Germany,ȱ Luxembourgȱ andȱ Switzerland).ȱ
AGÖLȱpublishesȱaȱnewsletter.ȱȱ

5. International Organizations 

5.1. International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements 

IFOAM,ȱtheȱInternationalȱFederationȱofȱOrganicȱAgricultureȱMovements,ȱwasȱfoundedȱinȱ1972ȱ
inȱVersailles,ȱFrance.ȱ Itsȱheadȱofficeȱhasȱbeenȱ locatedȱ inȱTholeyȬTheleyȱ inȱ theȱGermanȱ federalȱ
stateȱofȱSaarlandȱsinceȱ1987.ȱȱ

IFOAMȱrepresentsȱtheȱworldwideȱmovementȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱandȱprovideȱaȱplatformȱforȱ
globalȱexchangeȱandȱcooperation.ȱTheȱorganizationȱcommitsȱtoȱaȱholisticȱapproachȱinȱtheȱdevelȬ
opmentȱofȱorganicȱ farmingȱ systemsȱ includingȱmaintenanceȱofȱaȱsustainableȱenvironmentȱandȱ
respectȱ forȱ theȱneedȱofȱhumanity.ȱByȱ theȱexpertiseȱofȱ itsȱmembersȱ IFOAMȱopensȱ theȱwayȱ forȱ
implementationȱofȱaboveȱaimsȱinȱeverydayȱlife.ȱ

Theȱfederationȇsȱmainȱfunctionȱisȱcoordinatingȱtheȱnetworkȱofȱtheȱorganicȱmovementȱaroundȱtheȱ
world.ȱ IFOAMȱ isȱ aȱ democraticȱ federationȱ andȱ grassrootȱ oriented.ȱ Majorȱ activitiesȱ withinȱ
IFOAMȱareȱcarriedȱoutȱbyȱWorldȱBoardȱofȱDirectors,ȱvariousȱcommitteesȱandȱtaskȱforces.ȱ

Majorȱaimsȱandȱactivitiesȱareȱasȱfollows:ȱ

Üȱ Toȱexchangeȱknowledgeȱandȱexpertiseȱamongȱtheȱmembersȱandȱtoȱinformȱtheȱpublicȱaboutȱ
organicȱagriculture;ȱ

Üȱ Toȱ representȱ internationallyȱ theȱorganicȱmovementȱ inȱparliamentȱandȱpolicyȱmakingȱ foȬ
rums.ȱInȱthisȱcontext,ȱIFOAM,ȱhasȱforȱexample,ȱconsultativeȱstatusȱwithȱtheȱUNOȱandȱFAO;ȱ

Üȱ ToȱsetȱandȱregularlyȱreviseȱtheȱinternationalȱȈIFOAMȱBasicȱStandardsȱofȱOrganicȱAgricultureȱ
andȱFoodȱProcessingȈ.ȱTheseȱIFOAMȱBasicȱStandardsȱareȱtranslatedȱintoȱ19ȱlanguages;ȱ

Üȱ Toȱmakeȱanȱinternationalȱguaranteeȱofȱorganicȱqualityȱaȱreality.ȱTheȱInternationalȱOrganicȱ
AccreditationȱServices,ȱ Inc.,ȱ (IOAS)ȱ runsȱ theȱ IFOAMȱAccreditationȱProgrammeȱ toȱensureȱ
equivalencyȱofȱcertificationȱprogrammesȱworldwide.ȱ

IFOAMȱoffersȱmanyȱplatformsȱforȱinformationȱexchange,ȱforȱexampleȱatȱtheȱnumerousȱinternaȬ
tional,ȱ continentalȱandȱ regionalȱ IFOAMȱ conferences,ȱorȱ throughȱourȱpublicationsȱ suchȱasȱ theȱ
magazineȱEcologyȱ andȱ Farmingȱ andȱ conferenceȱproceedings.ȱ Increasingȱ internationalȱ outreachȱ
activitiesȱgiveȱtheȱorganicȱmovementȱaȱvoiceȱandȱinfluenceȱwhichȱcanȱnoȱlongerȱbeȱignoredȱbyȱ
thoseȱbeingȱresponsibleȱforȱagriculturalȱpolicy.ȱ
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ThroughȱitsȱdirectoryȱȈOrganicȱAgricultureȱWorldwideȈ,ȱandȱalsoȱthroughȱtheȱnetworkȱofȱinternaȬ
tionalȱcontacts,ȱIFOAMȱcanȱlinkȱanyoneȱwhoȱisȱlookingȱforȱsomethingȱinȱparticularȱinȱanyȱareaȱ
ofȱorganicȱagricultureȱwithȱtheȱpartners.ȱ

Theȱworldwideȱorganicȱmovementȱhasȱnowȱprogressedȱbeyondȱbeingȱaȱnicheȱproductionȱandȱ
marketȱsituation,ȱthereforeȱfurtherȱdevelopmentȱandȱextensionȱofȱIFOM�sȱnetworkȱandȱpartnerȬ
shipsȱareȱessential.ȱThereȱareȱmanyȱwaysȱ toȱ joinȱ theȱ IFOAMȱpartnershipȱandȱ toȱcontributeȱ to,ȱ
andȱbenefitȱfrom,ȱitsȱworldwideȱmovementȱandȱnetwork.ȱ

IFOAMȱRegionalȱGroupȱofȱGermanȬspeakingȱCountriesȱ

Linksȱ toȱhomepagesȱofȱ IFOAMȱmemberȱorganisations,ȱofȱwhichȱ thereȱareȱalmostȱ100ȱ inȱGerȬ
many,ȱmayȱbeȱfoundȱatȱtheȱIFOAMȱ internetȱpageȱorȱatȱtheȱhomepageȱofȱtheȱIFOAMȱRegionalȱ
GroupȱofȱGermanȬspeakingȱCountries.ȱIFOAMȱRegionalȱGroupȱofȱGermanȬspeakingȱCountriesȱ
includesȱAustria,ȱGermany,ȱLuxembourgȱandȱSwitzerland.ȱ

Theȱ IFOAMȱRegionalȱGroupȱofȱGermanȬspeakingȱCountriesȱwasȱ foundedȱ inȱ1991ȱandȱmeetsȱ
twiceȱperȱyearȱtoȱexchangeȱinformation.ȱTwoȱseminarsȱwereȱheldȱinȱ1999,ȱoneȱonȱAgendaȱ2000ȱ
andȱoneȱonȱtheȱnewȱEuropeanȱorganicȱanimalȱhusbandryȱregulationȱ(CouncilȱRegulationȱ(EC)ȱ
1804/99).ȱ

IFOAMȱItaliaȱ

SinceȱitsȱinceptionȱtheȱItalianȱorganicȱmovementȱhasȱtakenȱitsȱshareȱofȱresponsibilityȱinȱtheȱinȬ
ternationalȱscene.ȱMoreȱandȱmoreȱdelegatesȱparticipateȱ inȱ IFOAMȱconferences,ȱeventsȱandȱacȬ
tivities;ȱthereȱisȱmoreȱinvolvementȱinȱtheȱIFOAMȱEuropeanȱUnionȱregionalȱgroup,ȱtheȱAgriBioȬ
Mediterraneoȱ region,ȱ theȱ IFOAMȱ accreditationȱ programme,ȱ andȱ theȱ IFOAMȱ Standardsȱ
Committee.ȱ

Todayȱ thereȱareȱoverȱ thirtyȱ IFOAMȱmemberȱorganisationsȱ inȱ Italy.ȱTheyȱeffectivelyȱ representȱ
theȱwholeȱofȱtheȱItalianȱorganicȱmovement,ȱrangingȱfromȱcontrolȱandȱcertificationȱbodies,ȱproȬ
ducers�ȱandȱculturalȱassociations,ȱ researchȱ institutes,ȱcoȬoperativesȱandȱ traders.ȱMostȱofȱ themȱ
belongȱtoȱtheȱItalianȱcoordinationȱofȱIFOAMȱmembers),ȱwhichȱservesȱanȱimportantȱtoolȱinȱunitȬ
ingȱtheȱmovementȱandȱstrengtheningȱitȱatȱtheȱnationalȱandȱinternationalȱlevel.ȱȱ

IFOAMȱRegionalȱGroupȱ(AgriBioMediterraneo)ȱ

Inȱorderȱ toȱdevelopȱ strongerȱ tiesȱbetweenȱ theȱ Italianȱ andȱMediterraneanȱorganicȱmovementsȱ
andȱIFOAM,ȱorganisedȱtheȱfirstȱinternationalȱconferenceȱonȱorganicȱagricultureȱwasȱorganizedȱ
byȱAIABȱinȱtheȱMediterraneanȱcountriesȱinȱ1990.ȱ

Inȱ theȱ Italianȱ townȱofȱVignola,ȱ representativesȱ fromȱ theȱorganicȱmovementsȱofȱ Italyȱ andȱ theȱ
otherȱMediterraneanȱcountriesȱsuccessfullyȱgatheredȱtogetherȱatȱȈAgriBioMediterraneoȈ.ȱManyȱ
commonȱproblemsȱwereȱdiscussed,ȱ includingȱ issuesȱonȱ standardsȱandȱ certificationȱ (tooȱoftenȱ
tooȱ centralȱandȱnorthȱEuropeanȱ centred)ȱandȱmarketsȱ (whereȱ theȱproducersȱwereȱoftenȱ comȬ
petingȱagainstȱeachȱotherȱbecauseȱofȱtheȱnorthernȱtraders).ȱTheȱ ȈmissingȈȱresearchȱonȱtheȱspeȬ
cificȱproblemsȱofȱMediterraneanȱcropsȱwasȱalsoȱdiscussedȱwithȱrepresentativesȱfromȱCaliforniaȱ
(whereȱsimilarȱproblemsȱariseȱwithȱcropsȱandȱclimate).ȱ

AfterȱtheȱfirstȱVignolaȱConferenceȱstartedȱaȱseriesȱofȱinternationalȱAgriBioMediterraneoȱconferȬ
encesȱ(everyȱyearȱfromȱ1991ȱtoȱ1995)ȱinȱdifferentȱcountries:ȱBarcelonaȱ(Spain),ȱAthensȱ(Greece),ȱ
Montpellierȱ(France),ȱIzmirȱ(Turkey),ȱMarseillesȱ(France),ȱSicilyȱ(Italy).ȱAtȱtheȱassemblyȱinȱBariȱ
inȱ1997ȱtheȱIFOAMȱregionalȱgroupȱAgriBioMediterraneoȱwasȱestablished.ȱȱ
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5.2. The Organic Trade Association (OTA) 

Foundedȱinȱ1984ȱbyȱorganicȱproducersȱandȱhandlersȱasȱtheȱOrganicȱFoodsȱProductionȱAssociaȬ
tionȱofȱNorthȱAmericaȱ(OFPANA),ȱ theȱAssociationȱhasȱbeenȱ instrumentalȱ inȱshapingȱbothȱ theȱ
regulatoryȱandȱmarketȱenvironmentȱforȱtheȱorganicȱproductsȱindustry.ȱFromȱ1986ȱtoȱ1991,ȱalliȬ
ancesȱwereȱformedȱwithȱotherȱ industryȱgroupsȱtoȱpromoteȱorganicȱ industryȱdevelopments.ȱInȱ
1990,ȱ theȱAssociationȱ supportedȱ theȱ establishmentȱofȱ theȱU.S.ȱOrganicȱFoodsȱProductionȱActȱ
andȱtheȱNationalȱOrganicȱStandardsȱBoard.ȱInȱ1992,ȱOTAȱdevelopedȱtheȱOrganicȱHarvestȱproȬ
gramȱwhichȱwasȱfoundedȱtoȱpromoteȱmarketȱexpansionȱandȱeducateȱconsumers.ȱTheȱAssociaȬ
tionȱcontinuesȱtoȱpromoteȱorganicȱproductsȱthroughȱtheȱongoingȱOrganicȱOutreachȱMarketingȱ
Program.ȱInȱ1994,ȱOFPANAȱchangedȱitsȱnameȱtoȱtheȱOrganicȱTradeȱAssociationȱ(OTA),ȱreflectȬ
ingȱtheȱorganizationȇsȱexpandedȱmissionȱtoȱpromoteȱtheȱentireȱorganicȱindustry,ȱincludingȱnonȬ
foodȱproductsȱandȱservices.ȱAȱ15ȬȱmemberȱboardȱprovidesȱqualityȱleadershipȱforȱtheȱorganizaȬ
tion.ȱ

TheȱOrganicȱTradeȱAssociationȱ(OTA)ȱisȱaȱmembershipȱbasedȱbusinessȱassociationȱrepresentingȱ
theȱorganicȱindustryȱinȱCanada,ȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱandȱMexico.ȱMembersȱincludeȱgrowers,ȱshipȬ
pers,ȱprocessors,ȱcertifiers,ȱfarmerȱassociations,ȱbrokers,ȱmanufacturers,ȱconsultants,ȱdistributorsȱ
andȱretailers.ȱȱȱȱ

TheȱOrganicȱTradeȱAssociationȱworksȱ toȱpromoteȱorganicȱproductsȱ inȱ theȱmarketplaceȱandȱtoȱ
protectȱtheȱintegrityȱofȱorganicȱstandardsȱ

TheȱmissionȱofȱtheȱOrganicȱTradeȱAssociationȱisȱtoȱencourageȱglobalȱsustainabilityȱbyȱpromotȬ
ingȱdiverseȱorganicȱtrade.ȱOTAȱprovidesȱleadershipȱconsistentȱwithȱorganicȱprinciplesȱandȱvalȬ
ues,ȱandȱcreatesȱandȱexpandsȱmarketȱopportunitiesȱforȱtheȱindustry.ȱ

TheȱgoalsȱofȱOTAȱareȱtoȱserveȱitsȱAssociationȱmembersȱandȱto:ȱȱ

Üȱ Promoteȱawarenessȱandȱunderstandingȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱandȱproducts;ȱȱ

Üȱ Protectȱtheȱintegrityȱofȱorganicȱstandards;ȱȱ

Üȱ Increaseȱtheȱsalesȱandȱsustainabilityȱofȱtheȱindustry;ȱȱ

Üȱ Provideȱaȱstrongȱandȱunifiedȱvoiceȱonȱlegislative,ȱregulatoryȱandȱpolicyȱissuesȱandȱ

Üȱ Protectȱtheȱenvironmentȱandȱsustainȱaȱbalancedȱecosystem.ȱȱ

OTAȱ isȱ theȱonlyȱassociationȱ thatȱdrawsȱ togetherȱallȱsegmentsȱofȱ theȱorganicȱ industryȱ toȱshareȱ
information,ȱcreateȱstandardsȱofȱexcellence,ȱresolveȱproblemsȱandȱpromoteȱorganicȱproducts.ȱ

OTAȱisȱaȱplatformȱforȱaction,ȱaȱforumȱforȱdialogueȱandȱaȱcommunityȱconcernedȱaboutȱdevelopȬ
ingȱanȱecologicallyȱresponsibleȱagricultureȱsystem.ȱ

AȱEuropeanȱLogoȱforȱBiologicalȱFoodsȱ

Agriculturalȱproduceȱandȱfoodȱcontainingȱatȱleastȱ95ȱ%ȱofȱorganicȱingredientsȱcanȱnowȱdisplayȱaȱ
Europeanȱlogo,ȱprovidedȱtheyȱhaveȱbeenȱsuccessfullyȱinspectedȱatȱeveryȱstageȱfromȱproductionȱ
toȱlabelling.ȱTheȱnewȱlogoȱisȱtheȱsubjectȱofȱaȱregulationȱadoptedȱbyȱtheȱEuropeanȱCommissionȱ
onȱDecemberȱ22nd.ȱItsȱuseȱwillȱassureȱconsumersȱofȱtheȱqualityȱofȱtheȱproductȱinȱquestion.ȱTheȱ
logoȱconsistsȱofȱaȱdarkȱblueȱcircleȱwithȱanȱearȱofȱwheatȱinȱtheȱcentre,ȱsurroundedȱbyȱtheȱ12ȱstarsȱ
ofȱtheȱEUȱflag.ȱThisȱisȱsurrounded,ȱinȱturn,ȱbyȱaȱcircleȱcontainingȱtheȱwordsȱ�OrganicȱFarming�ȱ
inȱEnglish,ȱorȱtheirȱequivalentȱinȱtheȱotherȱofficialȱEUȱlanguages.ȱTheȱlogoȱcanȱalsoȱbeȱprintedȱinȱ
blackȱandȱwhite.ȱ
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6. Contract Farming 

Contractȱfarmingȱrefersȱtoȱcontractualȱarrangementȱbetweenȱfarmersȱandȱotherȱfirms,ȱwhetherȱ
oralȱorȱwritten,ȱspecifyingȱoneȱorȱmoreȱconditionsȱofȱproductionȱand/orȱmarketingȱofȱanȱagriȬ
culturalȱproductȱ(Royȱ1963).ȱHoweverȱcontractȱfarmingȱshouldȱbeȱdistinguishedȱfromȱtheȱmulȬ
tiplicityȱofȱsimpleȱmarketingȱorȱlabourȱcontracts.ȱInȱparticular,ȱcontractȱfarmingȱregulatesȱrelaȬ
tionsȱbetweenȱfarmersȱandȱenterprisesȱsuchȱasȱaȱprocessingȱcooperativeȱorȱaȱprivateȱcompanyȱ
relatedȱtoȱadvanceȱprice,ȱqualityȱofȱproduct,ȱfarmingȱpractices,ȱfinancingȱtermsȱetc.ȱȱȱȱ

7. Conclusion 

Inȱparticular,ȱtheȱfollowingȱ issuesȱareȱextremelyȱ importantȱforȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱorganicȱcoȬ
operatives:ȱȱ

Üȱ Howȱcanȱcooperativesȱhelpȱyou?ȱȱ

Üȱ Howȱshouldȱcooperativesȱbeȱgovernedȱtoȱassureȱproducerȱcontrol?ȱȱ

Üȱ Whatȱisȱtheȱroleȱofȱlocalȱandȱregionalȱcooperativesȱinȱaȱbroader,ȱmoreȱcentralizedȱ(national)ȱ
context?ȱȱ

Organicȱproductionȱisȱatȱaȱcrossroads.ȱConsumersȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱfallȱintoȱthreeȱmainȱcateȬ
gories:ȱtheȱpoliticallyȱorȱideologicallyȱmotivatedȱwhoȱareȱconcernedȱaboutȱtheȱenvironmentȱandȱ
animalȱrights;ȱtheȱhealthȱconscious;ȱandȱtheȱswitchers,ȱwhoȱareȱeasilyȱswayedȱbyȱtheȱmediaȱandȱ
influencedȱbyȱpriceȱandȱavailability.ȱHowever,ȱconsumerȱdemandȱisȱdrivingȱaȱrapidlyȱexpandȬ
ingȱmarketȱthatȱhasȱnotȱyetȱbeenȱorganizedȱsufficientlyȱtoȱmeetȱitsȱneeds.ȱTheȱcreationȱofȱcoopȬ
erativesȱcanȱhelpȱremedyȱthisȱsituation,ȱbutȱtheyȱmustȱdevelopȱaccordingȱtoȱproducerȱrelevantȱ
modelsȱthatȱdoȱnotȱduplicateȱthoseȱtypicallyȱfoundȱinȱconventionalȱagriculture.ȱTheȱinformationȱ
generatedȱ fromȱ theȱrelatedȱorganizationsȱwillȱhelpȱorganicȱproducersȱdevelopȱstructuresȱ(e.g.,ȱ
cooperatives)ȱtoȱmaintainȱcontrolȱofȱtheirȱdestinyȱinȱtheȱmarketȱplace.ȱCurrently,ȱtheȱfarmer,ȱorȬ
ganicȱorȱotherwise,ȱhasȱlittleȱifȱanythingȱtoȱsayȱregardingȱtheȱpricesȱheȱorȱsheȱreceives.ȱConseȬ
quently,ȱtheȱnumberȱofȱfamilyȱfarmsȱhasȱdeclinedȱdrasticallyȱdueȱtoȱpoorȱfarmȱincome.ȱ

Theȱorganicȱ foodȬprocessingȱ sectorȱ inȱmanyȱ countriesȱ traditionallyȱ consistsȱofȱ smallȱandȱmeȬ
diumȬsizedȱsuccessfulȱenterprises,ȱwhichȱproduceȱoneȱtoȱtwoȱspecialityȱproductsȱandȱsellȱthemȱ
locally.ȱȱ

Largeȱ agriȬfoodȱ companiesȱ areȱ investingȱ inȱ organicȱ foodsȱ andȱ usingȱ theirȱ namesȱ toȱ launchȱ
brandsȱavailableȱnationȬwide.ȱ

Aȱsurveyȱofȱorganicȱproducersȱwhichȱwillȱexploreȱmarketingȱoptionsȱmayȱyieldȱ importantȱ inȬ
formationȱ thatȱwillȱ characterizeȱ currentȱ organicȱ farmȱproductionȱ systems,ȱprioritizeȱ researchȱ
needs,ȱguideȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱcooperatives,ȱandȱstimulateȱotherȱorganicȱindustryȱinitiatives.ȱ
Theȱ surveyȱcouldȱ includeȱquestionsȱ relatedȱ toȱgeneralȱorganicȱ farmȱ structure,ȱoperationsȱandȱ
management,ȱandȱcurrentȱproductionȱconstraints.ȱȱ

Theȱ organicȱ industryȱprovidesȱ aȱunique,ȱ andȱperhapsȱ theȱ last,ȱ opportunityȱ toȱ createȱ aȱmoreȱ
sustainableȱ foodȱandȱ fibberȱproductionȱnetwork,ȱbutȱweȱmustȱgovernȱourȱownȱpricingȱstrucȬ
turesȱthatȱwillȱallowȱusȱtoȱremainȱonȱourȱfarmsȱwithȱdignity.ȱAȱfairȱreturnȱforȱsuchȱanȱhonourȬ
ableȱprofessionȱisȱnotȱtooȱmuchȱtoȱask.ȱ
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