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Cahiers Options Méditerranéennes � no 61 

Toward an Organic Lebanon 

Rania S. Touma 

Environment and Sustainable Development Unit, Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences,  
American University of Beirut, Lebanon 

ȱ

Abstract: While organic agriculture has reached its peak level in terms of development around the 
world, it is still in its embryonic stage in Lebanon. De facto organic farming used to occur by default 
before the 60�s. However, throughout the last four decades the intensive use of agro-chemicals be-
came a must to increase yields. This double-edged sword lead to deterioration in the quality of pro-
duce as well as a break in the ecological balance. The last decade witnessed a lot of awareness to 
health and environmental issues and imported organic products found their place on the Lebanese 
supermarket shelves and in specialty shops. An increasing number of farmers started to adopt or-
ganic farming despite the fact that there is still no established certifying body since there are no na-
tional standards. Universities, NGOs and other institutions are making efforts to promote organic ag-
riculture through research and implementation of pilot projects. They are further trying to develop 
the national standards. There are good prospects for promoting organic agriculture in Lebanon. The 
demand for healthy food in the local market is increasing and there is a great potential for export in 
view of the favorable climatic conditions and ecological diversity that Lebanon enjoys. However, 
there is a need for a comprehensive scheme to be initiated by researchers and NGOs with the indis-
pensable facilitation by the Ministry of Agriculture and the adoption by the private sector.  

ȱ

Introduction 

Whileȱtheȱworldȱisȱconvertingȱtoȱorganicȱagricultureȱatȱaȱrapidȱpace,ȱLebanonȱisȱstillȱlaunchingȱ
thisȱconceptȱdueȱ toȱ theȱeffortsȱofȱNGOsȱandȱUniversitiesȱwhileȱ theȱgovernmentȱdoesȱnotȱconȬ
siderȱ thisȱ issueȱasȱoneȱofȱ itsȱpriorities.ȱ Inȱviewȱofȱ theȱabsenceȱofȱdataȱonȱ theȱproductionȱsize,ȱ
practicesȱandȱmarketȱpotentials,ȱthisȱpaperȱfocusesȱonȱtheȱcurrentȱsituationȱofȱorganicȱproducȬ
tionȱandȱmarketingȱinȱLebanonȱwithȱanȱemphasisȱonȱtheȱongoingȱprojectsȱinȱthisȱfield.ȱ

Geographical location of Lebanon 

LebanonȱisȱsituatedȱinȱsouthwesternȱAsia,ȱonȱtheȱeasternȱcoastȱofȱtheȱMediterraneanȱSea.ȱItsȱareaȱ
isȱ10,452ȱkm2ȱstretchingȱ225ȱkmȱalongȱtheȱcoastȱwithȱaȱwidthȱvaryingȱbetweenȱ48ȱkmȱandȱ80ȱkmȱ
inland.ȱAȱveryȱnarrowȱcoastalȱplainȱextendsȱalongȱtheȱMediterraneanȱSea.ȱInland,ȱtwoȱmountainȱ
rangesȱdominateȱ theȱ land,ȱMountȱLebanonȱandȱAntiȱLebanon.ȱTheȱ twoȱmountainȱ rangesȱ runȱ
parallelȱ toȱ eachȱotherȱoverȱ theȱ lengthȱofȱ theȱ country.ȱBetweenȱ theȱ twoȱ rangesȱ liesȱ theȱBekaaȱ
Valley,ȱtheȱmostȱfertileȱplainsȱofȱtheȱcountryȱ(Appendixȱ1).ȱDespiteȱthisȱsmallȱsize,ȱLebanonȱenȬ
joysȱaȱgeographicalȱandȱclimaticȱdiversityȱmanifestedȱinȱitsȱrichȱbiodiversityȱandȱtheȱwideȱvariȬ
etyȱofȱagriculturalȱproductsȱ thatȱcanȱbeȱgrown.ȱLebanonȱusedȱ toȱbeȱaȱmajorȱproducerȱandȱexȬ
porterȱofȱaȱvarietyȱofȱagriculturalȱproductsȱandȱ thereȱ isȱhardlyȱanȱagriculturalȱproductȱ thatȱ isȱ
notȱproducedȱthereȱ(ESCWA,ȱ1999).ȱ

General outlook on Agriculture in Lebanon 

Itȱisȱestimatedȱthatȱ35%ȱofȱtheȱtotalȱlandȱofȱLebanonȱisȱcultivable,ȱbutȱonlyȱ60%ȱofȱthisȱpotentialȱ
isȱused.ȱAgricultureȱ inȱLebanonȱ neverȱ reachedȱ itsȱ fullȱpotentialȱdueȱ toȱ insufficientȱ attentionȱ
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fromȱtheȱgovernmentȱwhoȱpreferredȱpromotingȱservicesȱandȱtradeȱevenȱbeforeȱtheȱinitiationȱofȱ
theȱcivilȱwarȱwhenȱtheȱLebaneseȱeconomyȱwasȱgrowingȱrapidlyȱ(ESCWA,ȱ1999).ȱȱ

Duringȱtheȱwar,ȱtheȱagriculturalȱsectorȱsufferedȱaȱlotȱofȱlossesȱincludingȱthoseȱbroughtȱaboutȱbyȱ
theȱ lossȱofȱ theȱ traditionalȱexportȱmarketȱandȱ theȱdumpingȱofȱcheaperȱagriculturalȱgoodsȱ fromȱ
neighboringȱcountries.ȱMoreover,ȱtheȱdeteriorationȱofȱresearch,ȱextensionȱandȱgovernmentȱserȬ
vicesȱleftȱLebanonȱlaggingȱbehindȱallȱitsȱneighboringȱcountries.ȱThisȱhasȱleadȱaȱlotȱofȱLebaneseȱ
farmersȱtoȱgrowȱillegalȱcropsȱtoȱsurvive.ȱAfterȱtheȱrecoveryȱfromȱtheȱwar,ȱtheȱgovernmentȱhasȱ
bannedȱsuchȱcropsȱandȱsubsidizedȱothersȱsuchȱasȱwheat,ȱsugarȱbeet,ȱandȱ tobacco.ȱTheseȱhaveȱ
reducedȱtheȱburdenȱfacedȱbyȱfarmers,ȱbutȱtheȱproblemȱwasȱnotȱcompletelyȱsolved.ȱAlternativeȱ
approachesȱ inȱagriculture,ȱsuchȱasȱtheȱadoptionȱofȱsustainableȱagriculture,ȱwereȱnotȱ identifiedȱ
untilȱrecently.ȱȱ

AȱmajorȱimporterȱofȱLebaneseȱagriculturalȱproductsȱinȱ1998ȱwasȱSaudiȱArabiaȱclearingȱ41.56ȱ%ȱ
ofȱtheȱtotalȱagriculturalȱproductsȱinȱadditionȱtoȱexportsȱKuwait,ȱSyria,ȱJordan,ȱUAE,ȱEgypt,ȱBahȬ
rain,ȱandȱQatarȱ(ESCWA,ȱ1999).ȱTheȱmainȱproductsȱthatȱLebanonȱexportsȱ include:ȱapples,ȱpoȬ
tatoes,ȱtomatoes,ȱonions,ȱgarlic,ȱbanana,ȱgrapes,ȱapricots,ȱcherriesȱandȱcitrusȱfruitsȱ(Baalbakiȱandȱ
Mahfouz,ȱ1985).ȱȱ

Organic Agriculture in Lebanon 

AfterȱdecadesȱofȱintensiveȱuseȱofȱagroȬchemicalsȱasȱaȱmeansȱtoȱincreaseȱyieldsȱandȱimproveȱtheirȱ
living,ȱanȱincreasingȱnumberȱofȱfarmersȱhaveȱbecomeȱconcernedȱaboutȱissuesȱofȱhealthȱandȱenȬ
vironment.ȱInȱfact,ȱaȱlotȱofȱfarmersȱusedȱtoȱpracticeȱorganicȱagricultureȱbyȱdefault.ȱPoorȱfarmersȱ
couldn�tȱaffordȱ theȱhighȱcostȱofȱagriculturalȱ inputsȱandȱ theyȱ reliedȱonȱ theȱavailableȱ resourcesȱ
suchȱasȱmanureȱandȱorganicȱresidues.ȱYet,ȱthoseȱfarmersȱwereȱdrivenȱbyȱeconomicȱnecessityȱtoȱ
shiftȱtoȱwhatȱisȱnowȱcalledȱconventionalȱagricultureȱleavingȱbehindȱtheȱtraditionalȱpractices.ȱ

Theȱheavyȱuseȱofȱchemicalsȱandȱ theȱconventionalȱculturalȱpracticesȱcontributedȱ toȱ theȱdisrupȬ
tionȱofȱ theȱecologicalȱbalanceȱ inȱadditionȱ toȱ theȱdeteriorationȱ inȱtheȱqualityȱofȱ theȱproduce.ȱ Inȱ
theȱlastȱdecade,ȱawarenessȱtoȱsuchȱissuesȱofȱhealthȱandȱenvironmentȱhasȱincreasedȱworldȱwide.ȱ
InȱLebanon,ȱaȱlotȱofȱNGOsȱfocusedȱtheirȱeffortsȱonȱlaunchingȱenvironmentalȱpublicȱawarenessȱ
campaignsȱandȱpromotingȱenvironmentallyȱsoundȱpracticesȱinȱdifferentȱsectors.ȱAtȱtheȱlevelȱofȱ
universities,ȱmoreȱresearchȱisȱcarriedȱoutȱonȱtopicsȱrelatedȱtoȱtheȱenvironment,ȱandȱaȱlotȱofȱuniȬ
versitiesȱintegratedȱenvironmentalȱprogrammesȱinȱtheirȱcurricula.ȱȱ

Oneȱofȱtheȱfocalȱareasȱ inȱtheȱenvironmentalȱawarenessȱ issueȱ isȱorganicȱagricultureȱtheȱpromoȬ
tionȱofȱwhichȱstartedȱinȱtheȱregionȱinȱtheȱmidȱ1980s.ȱSomeȱpromotingȱbodiesȱwere:ȱȱ

a) MECTAT 

TheȱMiddleȱEastȱCenterȱforȱtheȱTransferȱofȱAppropriateȱTechnology,ȱanȱenvironmentalȱresourceȱ
center,ȱestablishedȱinȱ1982ȱinȱBeirut,ȱisȱoneȱofȱtheȱfirstȱNGOsȱthatȱbeganȱpromotingȱtheȱconceptȱ
ofȱ organicȱ agricultureȱ throughȱ publications,ȱ lecturesȱ andȱ practicalȱ demonstrations.ȱRecently,ȱ
MECTATȱhasȱtranslatedȱIFOAMȱstandardsȱintoȱtheȱArabicȱlanguage.ȱȱ

b) GreenLine 

Inȱ1998,ȱGreenLine,ȱaȱLebaneseȱscientificȱNGOȱforȱtheȱprotectionȱofȱtheȱenvironmentȱintensifiedȱ
itsȱworkȱonȱpromotingȱorganicȱ farming.ȱ Inȱ1999,ȱ theȱorganicȱ farmingȱ committeeȱwasȱ formedȱ
andȱ sinceȱ thenȱ itȱ hasȱ beenȱworkingȱ onȱ promotingȱ organicȱ agricultureȱ throughȱworkshops,ȱ
seminars,ȱandȱtrainingȱofȱagriculturalȱengineersȱinȱcoordinationȱwithȱIFOAMȱ(AgriBioMediterȬ
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raneo).ȱOneȱofȱitȱlatestȱachievementsȱisȱtheȱestablishmentȱofȱ�BiocoopȱLubnan�ȱinȱ2002,ȱtheȱfirstȱ
coopȱforȱorganicȱfarmersȱinȱLebanon.ȱThisȱcooperativeȱaimsȱatȱimprovingȱtheȱeconomicȱandȱsoȬ
cialȱstatusȱofȱorganicȱfarmersȱbyȱhelpingȱthemȱinȱtheȱproduction,ȱpackaging,ȱandȱmarketingȱofȱ
freshȱ andȱprocessedȱorganicȱmaterialȱ inȱ theȱdomesticȱ asȱwellȱ asȱ externalȱmarkets.ȱCurrently,ȱ
thereȱareȱeightȱfarmersȱregisteredȱinȱthisȱcoopȱandȱmoreȱwillȱbeȱjoiningȱinȱtheȱnearȱfuture.ȱAtȱtheȱ
levelȱofȱprojects,ȱGreenLineȱwasȱgrantedȱaȱfinancialȱcontributionȱfromȱGTZȱ(theȱGermanȱTechȬ
nicalȱCooperation),ȱaȱfederallyȱownedȱorganizationȱforȱdevelopmentȱThisȱspecificȱprojectȱaimsȱ
atȱpromotingȱorganicȱfarmingȱinȱLebanonȱwithȱspecialȱemphasisȱonȱtheȱpreparationȱofȱtheȱnecȬ
essaryȱlegalȱframeworkȱandȱtheȱestablishmentȱofȱaȱcertificationȱsystem.ȱItȱwillȱbeȱimplementedȱ
inȱtheȱfollowingȱyearȱandȱhalfȱinȱthreeȱpilotȱlocationsȱinȱLebanon.ȱȱ

c) World Vision 

WorldȱVisionȱ isȱ aȱChristianȱhumanitarianȱ organization,ȱ servingȱ theȱworldȇsȱpoorestȱ childrenȱ
andȱfamiliesȱinȱnearlyȱ100ȱcountries.ȱWorldȱVisionȱisȱcurrentlyȱimplementingȱaȱproject,ȱfundedȱ
byȱMCIȬUSDA,ȱtoȱpromoteȱorganicȱagricultureȱandȱdevelopȱtheȱappropriateȱmarketingȱstrategyȱ
forȱtheȱorganicȱproductsȱinȱtheȱliberatedȱsouthȱpartȱofȱLebanonȱthroughȱtheȱimplementationȱofȱ
eightȱpilotȱprojectsȱinȱfourȱvillages.ȱ

d) The American University of Beirut (AUB) 

Forȱtheȱpastȱfourȱyears,ȱtheȱFacultyȱofȱAgriculturalȱandȱFoodȱSciencesȱ(FAFS)ȱatȱAUB,ȱhasȱbeenȱ
implementingȱdevelopmentalȱprojectsȱinȱruralȱareasȱofȱLebanon.ȱOrganicȱAgricultureȱhasȱbeenȱ
promotedȱasȱaȱmeansȱtoȱimproveȱtheȱeconomicȱsituationȱofȱtheȱfarmersȱwhoȱwillȱgetȱhigherȱreȬ
turnsȱwhileȱprotectingȱtheȱenvironmentȱandȱproducingȱhealthyȱfood.ȱInȱYamounehȱ(Appendixȱ
2),ȱaȱ technologyȱ transferȱprojectȱ toȱ improveȱsustainableȱagricultureȱwasȱsuccessfullyȱexecutedȱ
andȱorganicȱagricultureȱwasȱoneȱofȱitsȱcomponents.ȱTheȱprojectȱareaȱisȱlocatedȱinȱcentralȬnorthȱ
Bekaa.ȱ Itȱ coversȱ175ȱkm2ȱandȱ isȱdividedȱ intoȱ threeȱdifferentȱecoȬgeographicalȱareas:ȱ theȱhighȬ
landsȱ(32ȱkm2),ȱtheȱlowlandsȱorȱplainsȱ(54ȱkm2),ȱandȱtheȱhillsȱ(91ȱkm2).ȱThisȱprojectȱwasȱfundedȱ
byȱ theȱWorldȱ Bank,ȱ Internationalȱ Fundȱ forȱAgriculturalȱDevelopmentȱ (IFAD),ȱ theȱ Lebaneseȱ
CouncilȱofȱDevelopmentȱandȱReconstructionȱ(CDR),ȱandȱtheȱLebaneseȱMinistryȱofȱAgriculture.ȱ
Uponȱ itsȱcompletionȱ inȱ2001,ȱtwoȱfarmersȱwhoȱofferedȱtheirȱfarmsȱasȱdemonstrationȱplots,ȱareȱ
nowȱproducingȱorganicȱfruitsȱandȱvegetablesȱandȱtheyȱhaveȱestablishedȱtheirȱdirectȱmarketingȱ
outletȱ toȱcustomers.ȱAnotherȱphaseȱofȱ thisȱprojectȱstartedȱ thisȱyearȱwithȱaȱplanȱ toȱenlargeȱ theȱ
scaleȱofȱorganicȱfarmingȱinȱtheȱarea.ȱȱ

InȱDecemberȱ2001,ȱMercyȱCorpsȱ /ȱLebanonȱprogramȱgrantedȱAUBȱaȱ financialȱ contributionȱ toȱ
undertakeȱaȱprojectȱcalledȱ�GrowingȱSustainabilityȱAnȱIntegratedȱVillageȱDevelopmentȱProject,ȱ
ElȱQaraaounȱpilotȱvillage�ȱproject,ȱunderȱtheȱUSDAȱsupportedȱRuralȱCommunityȱDevelopmentȱ
Clusterȱproject.ȱOneȱ specificȱobjectiveȱofȱ thisȱprojectȱ isȱ toȱpromoteȱorganicȱagricultureȱ toȱ imȬ
proveȱ farmers�ȱ livelihoods.ȱThisȱ isȱbeingȱ attainedȱbyȱ establishingȱpilotȱorganicȱ farmsȱ inȱ eachȱ
villageȱtoȱserveȱasȱaȱdemonstrationȱstationȱwhereȱfarmersȱcanȱlearnȱandȱobserveȱtheȱresultsȱofȱ
organicȱpractices.ȱInȱaddition,ȱtechnicalȱguidanceȱandȱmarketingȱfacilitiesȱareȱofferedȱtoȱfarmersȱ
whoȱareȱwillingȱtoȱshiftȱtoȱorganicȱagriculture.ȱAȱparticipatoryȱruralȱappraisalȱwasȱconductedȱinȱ
theȱvillagesȱpriorȱtoȱtheȱimplementationȱofȱtheȱprojects,ȱandȱitȱshowedȱthatȱfarmersȱareȱwillingȱ
toȱshiftȱintoȱorganicȱagricultureȱasȱlongȱasȱtheȱmarketȱofȱsuchȱproductsȱisȱsecured.ȱ

Specificȱculturalȱpracticesȱadoptedȱinȱtheseȱprojectsȱare:ȱȱ

Ü Inȱpestȱmanagement:ȱuseȱofȱinsectȱpheromones,ȱstickyȱtraps,ȱandȱoils. 

Ü Inȱsoilȱ fertility:ȱplantingȱ legumesȱ inȱrotationȱwithȱvegetables,ȱuseȱofȱcompostedȱmanures,ȱ
greenȱmanureȱandȱotherȱorganicȱadditives.ȱȱ
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Ü Inȱweedȱcontrol:ȱsoilȱsolarizationȱwasȱprovenȱ toȱbeȱanȱeffectiveȱpracticeȱ toȱcontrolȱweedsȱ
andȱsoilȱborneȱdiseases. 

Onȱtheȱotherȱhand,ȱresearchȱinȱtheȱfieldȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱisȱinȱitsȱearlyȱstages.ȱAnȱeconomicȱ
feasibilityȱstudyȱisȱbeingȱcarriedȱoutȱtoȱinvestigateȱtheȱpotentialȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱasȱanȱalȬ
ternativeȱtoȱreplaceȱtheȱillicitȱcropsȱinȱtheȱBekaaȱValleyȱofȱLebanon.ȱ

e) Lebanese University 

TheȱLebaneseȱUniversity,ȱ isȱconductingȱresearchȱtoȱstudyȱtheȱperformanceȱofȱ improvedȱvarieȬ
tiesȱofȱchickpeasȱgrownȱorganicallyȱasȱcomparedȱtoȱconventionalȱmethodsȱinȱtheȱmountainousȱ
regionȱofȱHrajelȱ 38ȱKmȱ fromȱBeirut.ȱSuchȱprogramsȱmayȱ encourageȱ theȱLebaneseȱ farmersȱ toȱ
adoptȱ theȱ biologicalȱ techniquesȱ inȱ growingȱ nativeȱ varietiesȱ ofȱ chickpeas.ȱ (Risk.H,ȱ personalȱ
communication)ȱ

AccordingȱtoȱaȱreportȱbyȱWillerȱandȱYussefiȱ(2002),ȱ inȱ1999ȱLebanonȱhadȱanȱestimatedȱareaȱofȱ
100ȱhaȱunderȱ�organicȱmanagement�,ȱwhichȱconstitutesȱ0.03%ȱofȱitsȱagriculturalȱland.ȱHowever,ȱ
inȱLebanonȱthereȱisȱnoȱdataȱdepictingȱtheȱsizeȱofȱorganicȱagriculturalȱproduction,ȱnorȱtheȱmarketȱ
ofȱorganicȱproducts.ȱThisȱisȱdueȱmainlyȱtoȱtheȱinconsistencyȱinȱdefiningȱorganicȱagriculture.ȱTheȱ
termȱ�OrganicȱAgriculture�ȱusedȱinȱLebanonȱdoesȱnotȱalwaysȱreferȱtoȱtheȱholisticȱapproachȱofȱ
organicȱagricultureȱasȱdefinedȱbyȱIFOAMȱorȱFAOȱorȱUSDA.ȱForȱsomeȱfarmers,ȱ�organic�ȱmeansȱ
noȱ pesticidesȱ used,ȱ forȱ othersȱ itȱmeansȱ incorporatingȱmanureȱ insteadȱ ofȱ chemicalȱ fertilizers,ȱ
etc�.ȱInȱfact,ȱtheȱfiguresȱmentionedȱunderestimateȱactualȱfiguresȱifȱ�organic�ȱrefersȱtoȱpracticesȱ
definedȱbyȱlocalȱfarmers.ȱThisȱleadsȱtoȱtheȱneedȱtoȱdevelopȱnationalȱregulationsȱandȱstandardiȬ
zationȱofȱorganicȱdefinitionȱandȱpracticesȱinȱtheȱentireȱcountry.ȱWhenȱthisȱisȱdeveloped,ȱitȱisȱrecȬ
ommendedȱthatȱdataȱaboutȱtheȱsizeȱofȱorganicȱproductionȱbeȱcollectedȱinȱadditionȱtoȱaȱsurveyȱ
aboutȱtheȱpotentialȱdomesticȱandȱexternalȱmarket,ȱandȱthisȱ isȱcrucialȱforȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱaȱ
comprehensiveȱscheme.ȱȱ

Market opportunities in Lebanon 

TheȱdemandȱforȱorganicȱproductsȱisȱincreasingȱinȱLebanon,ȱasȱmoreȱawarenessȱisȱdrawnȱtowardȱ
healthȱissuesȱasȱwellȱasȱenvironmentalȱissues.ȱThisȱcouldȱbeȱperceivedȱfromȱtheȱboostingȱupȱofȱ
healthȱshopsȱandȱspecialtyȱstores.ȱHowever,ȱtheȱmarketȱofȱsuchȱproductsȱstillȱconstitutesȱaȱnicheȱ
marketȱandȱproductsȱareȱsoldȱinȱsomeȱsupermarketsȱasȱwellȱasȱinȱspecialtyȱshops.ȱTheseȱprodȬ
uctsȱincludeȱvegetables,ȱfruits,ȱbread,ȱbabyȱfood,ȱcereals,ȱjams,ȱherbs,ȱandȱaȱwideȱvarietyȱofȱfoodȱ
andȱbeveragesȱinȱadditionȱtoȱcosmeticȱproducts.ȱSomeȱLebaneseȱproducersȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱ
dependȱonȱdirectȱmarketingȱofȱ theirȱproductsȱ toȱ consumersȱwithoutȱ resortingȱ toȱmiddlemen.ȱ
However,ȱwhileȱallȱ importedȱproductsȱareȱcertifiedȱorganic,ȱ theȱ locallyȱproducedȱonesȱareȱ laȬ
beledȱ�organic�ȱorȱ�healthy�ȱwithoutȱanyȱcertificationȱandȱthisȱactsȱasȱanȱobstructionȱinȱsituaȬ
tionsȱwhereȱoneȱaimsȱ toȱgainȱcredibilityȱ inȱ theȱdomesticȱmarketȱandȱasȱaȱbarrierȱblockingȱ theȱ
exportingȱchannel.ȱ

Aȱ newȱ strategyȱ toȱmarketȱ organicȱ productsȱ inȱ Lebanonȱwasȱ introducedȱ thisȱ yearȱ byȱ AUBȱ
throughȱtheȱimplementationȱofȱtheȱfirstȱCommunityȱSupportedȱAgricultureȱ(CSA)ȱproject.ȱȱ

CSAȱisȱaȱcooperativeȱlinkȱbetweenȱtheȱcityȱandȱtheȱcountry,ȱprovidingȱsupportȱforȱlocalȱorganicȱ
agricultureȱandȱanȱaffordableȱwayȱ toȱeatȱorganicȱproduceȱ throughoutȱ theȱseason.ȱCitizensȱbeȬ
comeȱshareholdersȱ inȱaȱCSAȱprojectȱbyȱpurchasingȱaȱ�share�ȱ inȱaȱfarm�sȱharvestȱatȱ theȱbeginȬ
ningȱofȱtheȱseasonȱandȱthenȱreceivingȱaȱbasketȱofȱfreshȱproduceȱeachȱweek.ȱTheȱbasketsȱareȱusuȬ
allyȱdeliveredȱtoȱdropȬoffȱpointsȱorȱtoȱtheȱsharer�sȱhouseȱ(Hunter,ȱ2000).ȱTheȱideaȱofȱCommunityȱ
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SupportedȱAgricultureȱ tookȱ shapeȱ inȱEuropeȱ inȱ theȱmidȱ 1980sȱ andȱ spreadȱ quicklyȱ toȱNorthȱ
America,ȱwhereȱoverȱ1000ȱCSAȱprojectsȱnowȱexist.ȱȱ

Theȱdirectȱobjectiveȱbehindȱsuchȱaȱprojectȱ isȱtoȱhelpȱLebaneseȱfarmersȱdevelopȱsustainableȱ inȬ
comesȱwhileȱprotectingȱtheȱenvironment.ȱAȱCanadianȱexpertȱ inȱthisȱfieldȱ isȱcollaboratingȱwithȱ
theȱFAFSȱatȱAUBȱtoȱlaunchȱCSAȱinȱLebanon.ȱInȱitsȱfirstȱyearȱtheȱprojectȱisȱaimingȱatȱ40ȱsharersȱ
andȱaccordingȱtoȱaȱsurveyȱconductedȱbyȱAUB,ȱaȱlargerȱnumberȱofȱpeopleȱshowedȱtheirȱinterestȱ
inȱtakingȱpartȱinȱthisȱproject.ȱTheȱprojectȱstartedȱinȱJulyȱ2002ȱwithȱ35ȱsharersȱandȱtheȱaimȱisȱtoȱ
expandȱitȱtoȱincludeȱmoreȱsharersȱandȱfarmers.ȱȱ

AccordingȱtoȱaȱLebaneseȱimporterȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱ(RaniaȱKazan),ȱthereȱareȱdifferentȱtypesȱ
ofȱconsumersȱwhoȱseekȱtoȱpurchaseȱhealthyȱorganicȱfood:ȱ

Ü Educatedȱpeopleȱwhoȱareȱawareȱofȱhealthȱandȱenvironmentalȱissues.ȱ 

Ü Lebaneseȱpeopleȱwhoȱhaveȱlivedȱabroadȱandȱareȱacquaintedȱwithȱsuchȱproducts. 

Ü ForeignersȱwhoȱliveȱinȱLebanonȱandȱareȱusedȱtoȱconsumingȱorganicȱproductsȱinȱtheirȱcounȬ
tries.ȱ

Ü Sickȱpeopleȱwhoȱhaveȱhealthȱproblemsȱorȱareȱonȱspecialȱdietsȱandȱpreferȱtoȱeatȱhealthyȱfoodȱ
asȱrecommendedȱsometimesȱbyȱtheirȱphysicians. 

Ü Affluentȱpeopleȱwhoȱcanȱaffordȱtoȱbuyȱorganicȱfood,ȱwhichȱisȱmoreȱexpensiveȱthanȱtheȱconȬ
ventionalȱone.ȱAȱgeneralȱlookȱatȱtheȱpricesȱinȱsupermarketsȱillustratesȱthatȱorganicȱproductȱ
pricesȱrangeȱbetweenȱ30%ȱandȱ70%ȱmoreȱthanȱconventionalȱproductȱprices.ȱ

Ü Occasionalȱconsumersȱwhoȱtryȱtheȱproductsȱdueȱtoȱcuriosityȱandȱthenȱmaintainȱthisȱeatingȱ
habitȱbecauseȱtheyȱenjoyedȱtheirȱfirstȱexperience.ȱ

Ü Anȱimportantȱchunkȱofȱorganicȱproductȱconsumers,ȱespeciallyȱforȱfreshȱproducts,ȱconsistsȱ
ofȱpeopleȱwhoȱareȱnostalgicȱtoȱtheȱtasteȱandȱsmellȱofȱtheȱfruitsȱandȱvegetablesȱtheyȱusedȱtoȱ
eatȱinȱtheirȱvillages.ȱ

Ü Consumersȱwhoȱmainlyȱseekȱhealthyȱfoodȱandȱdon�tȱpayȱmuchȱattentionȱtoȱenvironmentalȱ
issues. 

Atȱtheȱdomesticȱlevel,ȱaȱmarketȱstudyȱisȱneededȱtoȱassessȱtheȱpotentialsȱandȱpossibilitiesȱofȱmarȬ
ketingȱorganicȱproductsȱandȱaccordinglyȱdevelopȱaȱmarketingȱstrategyȱthatȱbestȱsuitsȱtheȱsituaȬ
tion.ȱAccordingȱtoȱaȱsurveyȱconductedȱwithȱ800ȱindividualsȱinȱBeirutȱ(Slaibi,ȱ2001unpublishedȱ
data),ȱLebaneseȱpeopleȱareȱwillingȱ toȱpayȱbetweenȱ45Ȭ55%ȱmoreȱ thanȱwhatȱ theyȱpayȱ forȱ theirȱ
conventionalȱcommodities.ȱTheȱsameȱsurveyȱdepictedȱthatȱtheȱmostȱhighlyȱdemandedȱtypesȱofȱ
commoditiesȱare:ȱtomato,ȱcucumber,ȱcarrot,ȱapple,ȱwatermelon,ȱmeat,ȱandȱalmond.ȱȱ

Asȱ forȱ theȱ internationalȱ market,ȱ Lebanonȱ hasȱ aȱ comparativeȱ advantageȱ comparedȱ toȱ itsȱ
neighboringȱcountries.ȱTheȱclimaticȱandȱtheȱgeographicȱdiversityȱofȱLebanonȱhaveȱgrantedȱtheȱ
nationȱdifferentȱagroȬecologicalȱzonesȱwhichȱmakeȱagriculturalȱproductionȱpossibleȱinȱdifferentȱ
seasons.ȱInȱviewȱofȱthis,ȱLebanonȱhasȱaȱpotentialȱinternationalȱmarketȱwhereȱexportsȱareȱmadeȱ
toȱEuropeȱandȱtheȱMiddleȱEastȱprovidingȱtheseȱnationsȱwithȱ�outȱofȱseason�ȱfreshȱproducts.ȱȱ

Certification in Lebanon 

ConsumersȱallȱoverȱtheȱworldȱtendȱtoȱbeȱdemandingȱinȱtermsȱofȱqualityȱassuranceȱforȱtheȱprodȬ
uctsȱtheyȱbuy,ȱespeciallyȱwhenȱproductsȱareȱdeclaredȱ�organic�.ȱToȱavoidȱconsumerȱconfusion,ȱ
organicȱcertificationȱbyȱanȱaccreditedȱbodyȱisȱimperative.ȱOrganicȱcertificationȱisȱindispensableȱ
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toȱ generateȱ greatȱ premiaȱ forȱ producersȱ especiallyȱwhenȱ theȱ internationalȱmarketȱ isȱ targetedȱ
(ParrottȱandȱMarsden,ȱ2002).ȱMoreover,ȱcertificationȱisȱcrucialȱtoȱmaintainȱtheȱcredibilityȱofȱorȬ
ganicȱproduceȱinȱtheȱdomesticȱmarket.ȱ

Forȱbudgetaryȱreasons,ȱ theȱLebaneseȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱdoesȱnotȱregardȱorganicȱagriculȬ
tureȱasȱaȱpriority.ȱInȱviewȱofȱthis,ȱtheȱaspectȱofȱcertificationȱhasȱbeenȱanȱissue.ȱEffortsȱtoȱpromoteȱ
organicȱ agricultureȱ areȱ drivenȱ almostȱ exclusivelyȱ byȱNGOs.ȱ Theȱ responseȱ toȱ suchȱ effortsȱ isȱ
positiveȱ sinceȱmoreȱ andȱmoreȱ farmersȱ areȱ adaptingȱ theȱ organicȱpracticesȱ inȱ agriculture.ȱTheȱ
majorȱconstraintȱforȱorganicȱproducersȱatȱpresentȱisȱtheȱlackȱofȱcertification.ȱTheȱestablishmentȱ
ofȱaȱlocalȱcertificationȱbodyȱisȱnotȱpossibleȱcurrentlyȱsinceȱtheȱLebaneseȱnationalȱstandardsȱareȱ
notȱdevelopedȱyet.ȱMeanwhile,ȱandȱforȱtheȱbenefitȱofȱtheȱfarmers,ȱGreenLineȱhasȱresortedȱtoȱdiȬ
rectȱcertificationȱwhereȱproducersȱofȱorganicȱproductsȱareȱinspectedȱbyȱaȱsupervisorȱfromȱanȱinȬ
spectionȱ bodyȱ accreditedȱ inȱ theȱEU.ȱBiocoopȱLubnanȱ isȱ creatingȱprivateȱ regulationsȱ adaptedȱ
fromȱ theȱEUȱ regulations,ȱmeanwhileȱGreenLineȱ isȱworkingȱonȱ establishingȱ theȱLebaneseȱnaȬ
tionalȱstandardsȱinȱcooperationȱwithȱLibnor.ȱTheyȱwillȱbeȱadaptedȱfromȱIFOAMȱstandards,ȱEUȱ
standardsȱandȱtheȱCodexȱAlimentariusȱCommissionȱguidelines.ȱHowever,ȱtheyȱareȱnotȱexpectedȱ
toȱbeȱestablishedȱbeforeȱtheȱmiddleȱofȱ2003.ȱLibnorȱisȱaȱpublicȱinstitutionȱattachedȱtoȱtheȱMinisȬ
tryȱofȱIndustryȱandȱitȱisȱtheȱsoleȱauthorityȱwhichȱisȱgivenȱpermissionȱtoȱprepareȱnationalȱstanȬ
dardsȱandȱtoȱgiveȱtheȱrightȱtoȱuseȱtheȱLebaneseȱConformityȱMark.ȱȱ

A comprehensive scheme 

NGOsȱinȱLebanonȱhaveȱtakenȱaȱgiantȱstepȱinȱinitiatingȱtheȱpromotionȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱinȱ
Lebanonȱandȱ theyȱwentȱ furtherȱ inȱ theirȱeffortsȱ tryingȱ toȱgainȱcertificationȱandȱdevelopingȱ theȱ
nationalȱstandardsȱwhichȱareȱinȱprocessȱofȱbeingȱset.ȱInȱadditionȱtoȱthat,ȱtheyȱareȱcontinuouslyȱ
puttingȱeffortsȱinȱlaunchingȱpublicȱawarenessȱcampaignsȱtoȱwidenȱtheȱhorizonsȱofȱthisȱconceptȱ
inȱLebanon.ȱHowever,ȱ theȱ comprehensiveȱ schemeȱ ofȱ organicȱ agricultureȱ fromȱproductionȱ toȱ
marketingȱrequiresȱtheȱfacilitatingȱroleȱofȱtheȱgovernment.ȱInȱmostȱdevelopingȱcountries,ȱgovȬ
ernmentsȱ areȱ hostileȱ toȱ theȱdevelopmentȱ ofȱ organicȱ agricultureȱ andȱ insteadȱ tendȱ toȱ supportȱ
conventionalȱ agricultureȱwhichȱ isȱ aȱ fasterȱwayȱ toȱgenerateȱhighȱ returnsȱ (Parrottȱ&ȱMarsden,ȱ
2002).ȱAsȱ aȱ result,ȱmostȱ initiativesȱ toȱ promoteȱ theȱ organicȱ agricultureȱ conceptȱ areȱ takenȱ byȱ
NGOsȱandȱresearchers.ȱHowever,ȱfacilitationȱbyȱtheȱgovernmentȱisȱcrucialȱinȱsomeȱareas,ȱespeȬ
ciallyȱwhenȱlogisticsȱandȱlegalȱsupportȱsuchȱasȱtheȱfollowingȱisȱneeded:ȱ

Ü Conductingȱaȱsurveyȱtoȱidentifyȱareasȱwhereȱorganicȱapproachesȱincludingȱdeȱfactoȱorganicȱ
farmingȱareȱalreadyȱpracticed,ȱtheirȱsizes,ȱtheȱtypesȱofȱexistingȱpracticesȱandȱtheirȱeffectiveȬ
ness,ȱtheȱdepthȱofȱtheȱknowledgeȱandȱtheȱproblemsȱexperienced.ȱ

Ü Redefiningȱtheȱprioritiesȱofȱfundedȱprojectsȱandȱresearchȱinȱeducationalȱinstitutesȱsoȱasȱtoȱ
includeȱtopicsȱrelevantȱtoȱtheȱpromotionȱofȱorganicȱagriculture. 

Üȱ Settingȱ theȱnecessaryȱ logisticsȱ toȱopenȱ externalȱmarketȱ channelsȱ forȱorganicȱproductsȱ inȱ
additionȱtoȱcontrollingȱtheȱimportȱofȱsuchȱproductsȱasȱaȱmeansȱtoȱprotectȱtheȱlocalȱproducȬ
ers.ȱ

Ü Providingȱlegalȱandȱlogisticȱsupportȱtoȱenableȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱnationalȱstandardsȱandȱ
regulationsȱforȱorganicȱproductionȱinȱLebanonȱinȱorderȱtoȱdomesticallyȱperformȱinspectionȱ
andȱcertification.ȱ

Ü EstablishingȱaȱnationȬwideȱcooperativeȱtoȱhelpȱorganicȱfarmersȱinȱtheȱproduction,ȱprocessȬ
ing,ȱpackagingȱandȱlabeling,ȱandȱmostȱimportantly,ȱmarketingȱofȱtheirȱorganicȱproducts.ȱ
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Anȱessentialȱphaseȱinȱtheȱcomprehensiveȱschemeȱisȱresearchȱinȱtheȱfieldȱofȱorganicȱagriculture.ȱ
Studiesȱ shouldȱ beȱ carriedȱ outȱ bothȱ onȱ productionȱ andȱmarketing.ȱTheȱuniqueȱ climatic,ȱ geoȬ
graphic,ȱandȱedaphicȱconditionsȱofȱLebanonȱnecessitateȱthatȱmultidisciplinaryȱresearchȱbeȱdone.ȱ
Differentȱaspectsȱofȱtheȱproductionȱsystemȱshouldȱbeȱintegratedȱinȱresearchȱinȱorderȱtoȱidentifyȱ
theȱmostȱsuitableȱpracticesȱandȱstrategiesȱtoȱbeȱadopted.ȱȱ

Conclusion 

OrganicȱproductsȱhaveȱfoundȱtheirȱwayȱtoȱtheȱLebaneseȱsocietyȱwhileȱmoreȱfarmersȱareȱadoptȬ
ingȱtheȱconceptȱofȱorganicȱfarming.ȱTheȱlackȱofȱaȱcertificationȱandȱsupportȱformȱtheȱgovernmentȱ
areȱkeepingȱLebanonȱ laggingȱbehindȱotherȱcountriesȱoverȱwhichȱheȱhasȱaȱcomparativeȱadvanȬ
tage.ȱOrganicȱagricultureȱhasȱprospectsȱinȱLebanonȱatȱtheȱdomesticȱlevelȱinȱviewȱofȱtheȱincreasȬ
ingȱdemandȱ forȱhealthyȱ food,ȱasȱwellȱasȱatȱ theȱ internationalȱ levelȱ sinceȱLebaneseȱagriculturalȱ
productsȱ haveȱ alwaysȱ beenȱ demandedȱ byȱArabȱ andȱ Europeanȱ countries.ȱHowever,ȱ supportȱ
fromȱtheȱgovernmentȱandȱresearchȱareȱhighlyȱrecommendedȱtoȱfosterȱthisȱconceptȱinȱLebanon.ȱ
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