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ȱ

Abstract: Turkey is one of the best situated countries in the world for organic cultivation. The num-
ber of farmers in Turkey dealing with organic agriculture is increasing year by year. As a result of 
these developments, the variety of organic products is rising. The organic agricultural production 
started in the 1980�s in Turkey. The first organic production was performed in the Aegean Region 
with dried figs and raisins. Although raisins, apricots and dried figs were the pioneer organic prod-
ucts of Turkey in 1985, today around 95 kinds of agricultural products are organically produced in 
Turkey (IGEME, 2001). As a result of this, Turkish organic agricultural products are becoming more 
and more familiar to foreign importers. With the advances in organic agriculture, European compa-
nies have been demanding organic products from Turkish companies, since 1984-85. In 2001, 
around 20 countries imported organic products from Turkey. The total exports of organic products 
was $ 27.638.643 in 2001. 

In this study, organic dried apricot has been studied. It was first produced organically in Turkey in 
1985. This article discusses organic dried apricot production and its marketing methods. 

Keywords: Production of organic dried apricot, marketing of organic dried apricot.  
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1. Introduction 

Theȱstatisticalȱmaterialȱshowsȱthatȱorganicȱfarmingȱisȱpractisedȱinȱmanyȱcountriesȱofȱtheȱworld,ȱ
andȱ thatȱ theȱareaȱunderȱorganicȱmanagementȱ isȱcontinuallyȱgrowing.ȱAlsoȱ forȱ thoseȱcountriesȱ
forȱwhichȱnoȱstatisticalȱmaterialȱwasȱavailableȱitȱmayȱbeȱassumedȱthatȱorganicȱagricultureȱmethȬ
odsȱ areȱbeingȱpractised,ȱ forȱonlyȱ thoseȱ countriesȱwereȱ includedȱ inȱ theȱ tables,ȱwhereȱ IFOAMȱ
memberȱorganisationsȱexist.ȱInȱmanyȱotherȱcountriesȱworldwide,ȱorganicȱagricultureȱwasȱestabȬ
lishedȱbecauseȱofȱ theȱdemandȱ forȱorganicȱproductsȱ inȱEurope,ȱNorthȱAmericaȱandȱ Japan.ȱAcȬ
cordingȱ toȱ theȱSOELȬSurvey,ȱ (February,ȱ2002)ȱmoreȱ thanȱ17ȱmillionȱhectaresȱareȱmanagedȱorȬ
ganicallyȱworldwide.ȱPresently,ȱ theȱmajorȱpartȱofȱ thisȱareaȱ isȱ locatedȱ inȱAustraliaȱ (7.7ȱmillionȱ
hectares),ȱArgentinaȱ(2.8ȱmillionȱhectares)ȱandȱItalyȱ(moreȱthanȱ1ȱmillionȱhectares).ȱTheȱpercentȬ
ages,ȱhowever,ȱareȱhighestȱinȱEuropeȱ(Tableȱ1).ȱ(YussefiȱandȱWiller,ȱ2002)ȱ

Asȱaȱresultȱofȱthisȱimprovementȱinȱtheȱworld,ȱTurkeyȱhasȱalsoȱbegunȱemphasisingȱorganicȱproȬ
duction.ȱ InȱTurkey,ȱorganicȱproductionȱstartedȱ inȱ1984Ȭ85ȱwhereȱEuropeanȱcompaniesȱmostlyȱ
demandedȱorganicallyȱgrownȱ traditionalȱcropsȱ suchȱasȱdriedȱ fruitsȱandȱnuts.ȱDuringȱ thisȱpeȬ
riod,ȱcompaniesȱreceivedȱconsultancyȱ fromȱEuropeanȱ firms.ȱDuringȱ theȱ lastȱ5Ȭ8ȱyears,ȱ theȱdeȬ
mandȱforȱnewȱproductsȱhasȱbeenȱincreasing.ȱForȱfurtherȱdevelopmentȱofȱorganicȱagricultureȱinȱ
Turkey,ȱdifferentȱsectorsȱhaveȱdifferentȱneedsȱandȱfunctions.ȱTheseȱcanȱbeȱclassifiedȱasȱtraining,ȱ
research,ȱdevelopmentȱofȱtheȱdomesticȱmarketȱforȱorganicȱinputsȱandȱorganicȱproductsȱ(MOAN,ȱ
2002).ȱ

Generally,ȱ inȱ2000ȱ thereȱwereȱ13.187ȱorganicȱ farmersȱandȱ59.649ȱhaȱofȱorganicȱ fieldsȱusedȱ forȱ
thisȱpractice.ȱAboutȱ95ȱdifferentȱorganicȱcropsȱareȱavailableȱforȱlocalȱandȱforeignȱmarkets.ȱTheȱ
mainȱ foreignȱmarketsȱ forȱorganicȱproductsȱ isȱGermanyȱ (61%),ȱUSAȱ (15%)ȱandȱEnglandȱ (5%).ȱ
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TheȱotherȱEuropeanȱ countriesȱmakeȱupȱbetweenȱ2Ȭ3ȱ%.ȱTheȱmainȱ commodityȱgroupȱ isȱdriedȱ
fruitsȱandȱnuts.ȱTheȱtotalȱ incomeȱfromȱorganicȱproductȱexportsȱwasȱ$27.638.643ȱ inȱ2001.ȱMoreȱ
thanȱ90%ȱofȱorganicȱproductionȱwasȱattributedȱtoȱtheȱforeignȱmarket.ȱ

 State of Organic Agriculture in Individual Countries and Land Area Under Organic 
Management in Percent of Total Agricultural Area (SOEL-Survey, February 2002) 

Country Organic Land (ha)  Country Organic Land (%) 

Australia 7.654.924  Liechtenstein 17,97  

Argentina 2.800.000   Switzerland 9,00  

Italy 1.040.377   Austria 8,64 

USA 900.000   Italy 6,76 

Brazil 803.180   Finland 6,73 

Germany 546.023   Denmark 6,20 

UK 527.323   Sweden 5,20 

Spain 380.838   Czech Rep. 3,86 

France 371.000   Iceland 3,40 

Canada 340.200   England 3,33 

Austria 271.950   Germany 3,20 

Sweden 171.682   Slovakia 2,45 

     

Turkey 59.649  Turkey 0,22 

TOTAL 17.156.455  TOTAL 100,00 
 Source: Yussefi and Willer, 2002 

2. Material and Method 

Inȱthisȱstudy,ȱallȱneededȱmaterialsȱhaveȱbeenȱderivedȱfromȱtheȱsourcesȱpublishedȱbyȱtheȱMinisȬ
tryȱofȱAgricultureȱandȱRuralȱAffairs,ȱFAO,ȱ IGEMEȱ (ExportȱPromotionȱCenterȱofȱTurkey)ȱandȱ
AGEANȱExportersȱUnion.ȱTheȱdataȱhasȱbeenȱanalyzedȱwithȱtheȱuseȱofȱpercentages.ȱȱ

3. Results and Discussion 

3.1. Organic Dried Apricot Production in Turkey 

Turkeyȱ isȱoneȱofȱ theȱ leadingȱproducerȱcountriesȱ inȱ theȱworldȱwithȱnotȱonlyȱ freshȱapricotȱproȬ
ductionȱbutȱalsoȱorganicȱdriedȱapricot.ȱOrganicȱdriedȱapricotȱ isȱmainlyȱproducedȱ inȱMalatyaȱ
provinceȱ inȱTurkeyȱ(seeȱmap1).ȱMalatyaȱwhichȱ isȱ locatedȱ inȱtheȱCentralȱEasternȱAnatolianȱReȬ
gionȱproducesȱnearlyȱhalfȱofȱ theȱ cropȱandȱalmostȱallȱofȱ theȱ exportȬorientedȱdriedȱapricotsȱ inȱ
Turkey.ȱ

TheȱproductionȱfigureȱforȱfreshȱfigȱproductionȱinȱMalatya,ȱTurkeyȱinȱ2000ȱisȱ330.724ȱtonsȱandȱforȱ
driedȱ fig,ȱ78.212ȱ tonsȱ (seeȱTableȱ2).ȱBeingȱ theȱmajorȱsupplierȱofȱworldȱ famousȱdriedȱapricots,ȱ
Turkeyȱhasȱalsoȱstartedȱtoȱemphasizeȱtheȱfreshȱapricotȱexportingȱbusinessȱasȱwell.ȱ

Onȱtheȱotherȱhand,ȱtheȱorganicȱapricotȱproductionȱhasȱtakenȱintoȱconsiderationȱthatȱaboutȱ270ȱ
farmersȱareȱproducingȱorganicȱapricotȱandȱaroundȱ1680ȱhaȱofȱlandȱareȱusedȱforȱorganicȱapricotȱ
productionȱ(Tableȱ3).ȱȱ
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 Malatya Province in Turkey 

 Conventional Apricot Production in Malatya 

Year 2000  
DISTRICT 

(ton)  
FRESH 

(ton)  
DRY 

%  
FRESH/TOTAL  

FRESH 

%  
DRY/FRES

H 

AKÇADAĞ 98.000 22.500 29,6 23,0 

DARENDE 78.540 18.635 23,7 23,7 

MERKEZ 28.638 6.950 8,7 24,3 

DOĞANŞEHİR 27.920 6.795 8,4 24,3 

HEKİMHAN 26.728 6.500 8,1 24,3 

BATTALGAZİ 19.956 4.726 6,0 23,7 

DOĞANYOL 8.680 2.160 2,6 24,9 

KALE 8.610 2.000 2,6 23,2 

ARGUVAN 7.928 1.906 2,4 24,0 

YEŞİLYURT 6.932 1.625 2,1 23,4 

KULUNCAK 6.863 1.690 2,1 24,6 

YAZIHAN 5.840 1.300 1,8 22,3 

PÖTÜRGE 5.569 1.325 1,7 23,8 

ARAPGİR 520 100 0,2 19,2 

TOPLAM 330.724 78.212   
Source: The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Ankara, 2001.  

 Organic Dried Apricot Production in Turkey 

YEAR 1999 
Control 

Firm 
No. of 

Farmers 
Area 
(ha.) 

Production 
(tons) 

Domestic 
Demand 

Export 
(tons) 

APRICOT INAC 105 862,6 8613,6 354,25 3919,52 

  IMO 60 218,2 335,8 - 355,8 

  ECOCERT 41 452 1273 59,2 1099,3 

  SKAL 65 150 600 490 110 

TOTAL ORGANIC 
APRICOT 

 271 1682,8 10822,4 903,45 5484,62 

%  2,2 13,7 88,2 7,4 44,7 

TOTAL ORGANIC 
IN TURKEY 

 12275 46522,84 168306,2 342442,9 27629,15 

Source : The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Ankara, 1999.  
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Inȱaddition,ȱorganicȱdriedȱapricotȱproductionȱholdsȱaȱ14%ȱshareȱofȱtotalȱdriedȱapricotȱproductonȱ
(Figureȱ1.).ȱOrganicȱdriedȱapricotȱproductionȱ isȱmainlyȱdirectedȱ toȱ theȱexportȱmarket.ȱTheȱdeȬ
mandȱinȱtheȱlocalȱmarketȱhasȱstartedȱinȱtheȱlastȱyears.ȱȱ

 

ORGANIC DRIED APRICOT PRODUCTION 

10.825 TONS 

  

ů 

Ů 
= 14% 

 

TOTAL DRIED APRICOT 

78.212 TONS 

  

 

 

 Share of Organic Dried Apricot within Total 

3.2. Organic Dried Apricot Marketing in Turkey 

MostȱofȱtheȱorganicȱdriedȱapricotȱproducedȱinȱTurkeyȱisȱexported.ȱInȱ2000,ȱ1050ȱtonsȱofȱorganicȱ
driedȱapricotȱwasȱexportedȱfromȱTurkey.ȱForȱtheȱtimeȱbeingȱtheȱdestinationȱforȱtheȱmajorityȱofȱ
exportsȱisȱGermany,ȱtheȱUKȱandȱtheȱUSAȱ(Tableȱ4ȱandȱFigureȱ2).ȱNoȱmajorȱdifficultyȱhasȱbeenȱ
encounteredȱ inȱ theȱ exportationȱ ofȱ driedȱ fruitsȱ andȱ nutsȱ sinceȱ Turkeyȱ isȱ theȱmajorȱ producerȱ
country.ȱBut,ȱonȱtheȱotherȱhand,ȱbecauseȱofȱtheȱcompetition,ȱtheȱdriedȱapricotȱpricesȱhaveȱbeenȱ
especiallyȱdecreasing.ȱForȱexample,ȱinȱ1997ȱtheȱexportȱpriceȱwasȱ3.26ȱ$/kgȱandȱinȱ2001,ȱtheȱpriceȱ
wasȱ1.56ȱ$/kg.ȱInȱtheȱsameȱyearȱtheȱpriceȱforȱconventionalȱdriedȱapricotȱwasȱ1.43ȱ$/kgȱandȱthisȱisȱ
anȱimportantȱpoint.ȱTheȱexportȱpricesȱofȱtheȱorganicȱproductsȱareȱstillȱrelativelyȱhigherȱthanȱtheȱ
pricesȱofȱconventionalȱonesȱbutȱnotȱsoȱmuch.ȱ

 Export Of Organic Product  
(QUANTITY:Tons; VALUE:1000$) 

1998 1999 2000 2000 
PRODUCTS 

Q V Q V Q V Q % V % 

Raisin 2.839 3.855 3.289 4.150 4.028 4.610 33,4 22,1 

953 2.724 1.045 3.033 1.050 2.344 8,7 11,2 

Dried Figs 1.469 3.580 1.580 3.556 1.733 3.308 14,4 15,9 

Hazelnuts 742 3.948 879 4.036 1.039 4.009 8,6 19,2 

Pine Karnels 19 401 36 696 52 787 0,4 3,8 

Lentils 335 359 616 575 897 788 7,4 3,8 

Chickpeas 590 535 934 818 679 598 5,6 2,9 

Apple Juice 0 0 555 761 290 388 2,4 1,9 

Other Fruit Juice 0 0 15 52 236 363 2,0 1,7 

Cotton 75 161 169 356 175 299 1,5 1,4 

Pepper 29 54 131 166 145 217 1,2 1,0 

Prunes 20 20 116 175 213 253 1,8 1,2 

Poppy Seeds 213 376 137 172 165 208 1,4 1,0 

Olive Oil 21 50 381 872 15 48 0,1 0,2 

TOTAL (Including Others) 8.029 17.849 11.679 23.562 12.047 20.837 100,0 100,0 
 Source : The Export Promotion Center of Turkey (IGEME), Ankara, 2000. 
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 Exports of Organic Dried Apricot by Countries (% Within Total Quantity : Tons)  

Source : The Aegean Exporters� Union, Izmir, 2001 

Onȱtheȱotherȱhand,ȱtheȱdomesticȱmarketȱisȱdevelopingȱrapidly,ȱwithȱorganicȱproductsȱappearingȱ
inȱmarkets,ȱsupermarkets,ȱandȱhypermarketsȱ inȱ theȱ lastȱyears.ȱTheȱorganicȱdriedȱapricotȱmarȬ
ketingȱchainȱ isȱprovidedȱ inȱFigureȱ3.ȱAlongȱ thisȱchain,ȱ theȱexporterȱ firmsȱreachȱanȱagreementȱ
withȱtheȱproducers.ȱSecondly,ȱtheȱfirmsȱapplyȱandȱgetȱaȱproductionȱcertificateȱfromȱtheȱMinistryȱ
ofȱAgricultureȱandȱRuralȱAffairs.ȱAfterȱthisȱstep,ȱtheȱfirmsȱacquireȱproductsȱfromȱtheȱproducersȱ
andȱsupplyȱthemȱtoȱtheȱforeignȱmarket.ȱTheȱAeganȱExporters�ȱUnionȱisȱaȱcoordinatorȱunionȱandȱ
helpsȱinȱtheȱexportȱprocess.ȱAccordingȱtoȱnationalȱregulations,ȱallȱgoodsȱproducedȱandȱexportedȱ
asȱorganicȱneedȱtoȱbeȱdeclaredȱtoȱtheȱexporters�ȱunion.ȱTheȱAegeanȱExporters�ȱUnionȱinȱIzmirȱisȱ
responsibleȱ forȱ theȱcollectionȱofȱallȱ theȱ informationȱ fromȱotherȱ regions.ȱ Inȱaddition,ȱexportersȱ
canȱalsoȱsellȱtheȱproductsȱtoȱtheȱdomesticȱmarket.ȱTheȱControlȱandȱCertificationȱBodyȱandȱexȬ
portersȱalsoȱplayȱaȱroleȱinȱthis.ȱMoreover,ȱtheȱMinistryȱofȱAgricultureȱandȱRuralȱAffairsȱcanȱalsoȱ
controlȱfarmers,ȱcertificationȱbodiesȱandȱexporters.ȱ

FARMERS 

CONTROL AND 
CERTIFICATION 

BODY 

THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE AND 

RURAL AFFAIRS 

EXPORTERS 

AEGAN 
EXPORTERS 

UNION 

DOMESTIC 
MARKET 

INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET 

 
 Marketing Chains of Organic Dried Apricot in Turkey 

4. Conclusion 

EvenȱthoughȱtheȱorganicȱdriedȱapricotȱhasȱanȱimportantȱplaceȱinȱtheȱTurkishȱexportȱframe,ȱthereȱ
areȱmanyȱproblemsȱexistingȱinȱtheȱmarket.ȱForȱexample,ȱtheȱpriceȱofȱorganicȱapricotȱproductionȱ
isȱdecreasingȱyearȱbyȱyearȱandȱisȱnearlyȱsellingȱatȱtheȱsameȱpriceȱasȱtheȱconventionalȱone.ȱThisȱ
factorȱ isȱdiminishingȱ theȱpriceȱpremiumȱbecauseȱofȱ itsȱprivilegeȱofȱbeingȱanȱorganicȱproduct.ȱ
Theȱ lowȱpriceȱmarginȱofȱorganicȱdriedȱapricotsȱseemsȱ toȱbeȱaȱ limitingȱ factorȱ forȱ theȱenhanceȬ
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mentȱofȱtheȱfutureȱmarket.ȱThus,ȱtheȱexportersȱneedȱtoȱavoidȱcompetitiveȱpricesȱandȱagreeȱonȱ
actualȱpricesȱforȱorganicȱdriedȱapricots.ȱ
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