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Dr. J. SALIBA, 

Section, of 
and 

and Afforestation 
in  Malta 

One  of the salient 
of the is the 
lack of indigenous vegetation. 

as as can 
the vegetation to 
have but a complex 
of both and 

to the 
and many  localities, 
both coastal and inland, the 
landscape is pitted 
with  small to medium  soil-pockets, in 
which  patches of (and occa- 

the the soil is 
thin, in 
coat 25 and 100 cm, 
beyond  which the is 
exposed. 

is that the bulk of 
felled 

2000 and 1 and that a 
of the 

conditions. fact, since the 
it is evident that the of 

can 
as one long continuous at 

of 
the acting against the 
blishment of 

the main limiting the 
of in  the can 

as follows: 

(i) Soil  Scarcity. - Except in a few 
the depth of soil is unsuitable 

and 
of the 
of constant by  wind and 
the soil has to by 
fields  with hand-made walls, the 
amount of soil  available  making the fields 
only suitable 

(ii) Soil  Conditions. - The soils of 
of main  types 

and 
soils 
and of 

physical of soil building 
sites all onto intended 

cultivation, most of the fields  now 
contain a soil complex not easily  identi- 

the soil, ad- 
with 

ating building and 
ed, by  wind is 
alkaline, with  a about 
8.8. The high  calcium  content  induces 

and above all, no 
indeed plants) can 

conditions unless  they accust- 
omed to, least can highly 
alkaline conditions. 

(iii) Water. - The of 
the is 60 cm 
annually. is not, dis- 

and most of it 
in the 
Autumn and so that  an 

is lost to 
The 

ficial of and 
plants (i.e. and wells, 
holes,  etc.) obviously not available to 
the " wild " indigenous and depen- 
dence on the 

limiting 

(iv) m d  diseases. - The lack of 
has had its effects on the 

indigenous fauna, and is 
no to 

by and this 
the 

infestations of 
insects and diseases, but it is doubtful as 
to could 
limiting except  occasionnally, 
one two 

instance was the deplet- 
ion of of stone and pome 

the activities of 
but the application 

of adequate now 
conditions, at least in this 

to and 
fungi a constant 

to of and 
but the effect  loses  most of its 

tance when to the 
such as and soil. 

(v) Wind Conditions. - The 
and  the 

that 
a state of constant 

to wind.  As a 
tend to be conhed  to the 
valleys of 
the and and 
species  have to be planted inside 

by  high stone walls 
invisible to the 

if in " open " 
to be low, and a 
in the of a cane 

can be 
seen to be absolutely of 
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This lack of has been  a constant 
and attention has  been 

it in 
pally  because of the acute 
to (u) 
and (b) enhance the 
value as a the past 

at least, the question as to how 
to the of both 
and has been studied 
in detail. 

The two  questions of Education and 
intimately  linked in this 

instance. the an- 
gle, the 
should of and 
its en- 
hancing the 
ic benefits 
ion and and 
facilities. would  also, and this is 

help in and 
in by the stabilising 
action of the the educational 
angle, the implanting of a  sense  of  aesthetic 
valves into  the minds of the population 

an to vandalism and 
in 

the 
angle the two  themes also  tightly  linked, 
as one of the in 
the and yield  of 

the of education of the 
and and his  ability to 
and enhance  his  stock. 
attempts at in 

the of 
in the of the 
the 

some smooth, some 
with small isolated soil  pockets. 

thousand 
planted holes had been  blasted 
in the and aled 
the 
themselves. The was soon found 
to be  inadequate, and 

the and months 
was found to constitute a  necessity. 
Wind-conditions in 

of 
the foliage, and the state of 

the 
conditions the activities of the clay- 

weevil, 0tiourhymlzcr.v cribuicollis, 
and allied 

of defoliation 
feeding. The 

so, to 
the but still 

obstacle. 
the has been  tackled 

scientifically in a of 
linked  aspects. the point of  view 
of on 
suitable to local climatic  conditions 
being out, and planting in 

(u) an in and 
(b) a  widening  of the of 
to local 

is  being taken 
to 
Attention to pest and disease is 

that this 
does not 
Simultaneously, the of demons- 

facilities and 

a both cultivat- 
ion and and the initiat- 
ion of sons have  now 

on  the 
of education (at least the 

technical  aspect) if the 
most of  which semi-illite- 

addition, the of 
education all 
ago in 

the it is  common 
nowadays the to help 

not so in 
the actual in  the field, 
but also in doing the “ ” 

family. 
Again, in the soil and 

led. the obvious  impossibility of im- 
the of the soil, 

beyond  slight  modifications 
and attention is  being 

paid to the use of 
is now  being  obtained by supplement- 

ing, as as possible, by 
aiding the develop- 

ment and o f  and 
wells, and, 

ment  holdings. 
aesthetic  viewpoints,  again 

the technical  angle,  two  main  themes 
being  followed: (u) the 

of -these 
small, few in and confined to 

and (b) 
planting of along 

and  in localities. 
again, attention is being 

paid, both to the planting locality  itself, 
of 

is and to types 
of the minimum of 

The educational  as- 
pect is again  being  emphasised. School 

and youth 

both by and 
by special  Committees  set the 

to and special 

in and 
now  living in the U.S.A., and 

to 
the cost of one to 

be  newly-planted  by  having  a  small  plaque 
name affixed on the 

also 
buting by donations of 

o f  
in  the young  stage, and 

in to planting 
at final  destination.  Emphasis is 
also  being  placed, in  the educational 

on the 
the national on the possi- 
bilities of its  embellishment, and of the 

in such 
vement. 

would, of 
to the of in 

as to say 
that is it well along the to final 
solution. which 
have  still  got to be  accepted and by- 

heads in the immediate not-too-distant 
can be  said, that 
in constitutes a 

blem to the and that 
so have, to 

and 
the position.  One  positive which 
has is that solutions to such 

can 
of an in 

which  education  plays a 
fact, much of the in 

in can be said to be 
an in some  cases 

of its intimate links  with 
educational aspects. 
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