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Cotton production 
in Greece 

Hellenic  Cotton Board 
Research Department - Athens 

Cotton  cultivation  has long in 

126000  ha  ha to 209 O00 ha. Almost all  cotton 
is only a 

3-6%, is 
of the  last  ten 

in Table 1 .  The objective the 

150 000-160 O00 
consumption. 

: of G. hirsuturn 

95% of 
shown in  the  table below. 

2.9% of Also Acala 
2.1%, 

Quality : of 
cotton shown in  Tables 2,3  and 4. 

of 3 to 4 and 
to  

defoliation and  ginning.  Staple  length  has  gained 

of the 

This  is  mainly  due to of 

41 shows no 
to of Zeta 

is not as fine as and  Sindos 
80, has some  influence  on 

to 

influences on 

Table 1 : and percentage of tota1,acreage of greek varieties 

I Variety 

4c 

Zeta 

Sindos 

Variety 

4c 

Zeta 

Sindos t %total acreage 

38.3 

36.5 

20.2 

good 28.5 - 29 mm 
staple  length 

Acala selection verticillium good 
quality, 28.5-29mm staple  length 

good 29 mm  staple 
length 
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Cotton condit ions : 
between 35"N and 41"N latitude,  but only about 
1 O00 38"N 

Table 5, 

on cotton, as 

low 
so 

is cultivated  have mostly 
alluvian  soil,  which is suitable 

by about 46% 
by about 54%. When 

of 
of is usual,  like 

of is  small, 
3.5 ha, with a 2 ha 

to 4.5 ha. is 
as of 

is a 
of cotton size, by 

also of 

Production practices 

: by the  end of the 
of cotton, e.g.  in 

in  case of 
of the  stalks  and 

ploughing loosen the 
soil to  a  depth of about 20 cm.  When  the  soil 

loosening of of weeds 
is applied by chisels. 

used once 
soi l  

pesticides, and 

conditions. 

: The  planting of cotton 
5 cm depth  is  stabilized at 15". The 

aim of to have 
The  planting 
the  beginning to the end of 
type 

of seedlings  has  been 
completed by of 

may  delay 

cost and 
used,  equipped 

distance  between is 1 m. 

The  seed is 

100,000-200,000 
as of planting, 

type of soil,  etc ... 

: is 

and  phosphate. to of 
p lan t ing ,   t ype  of so i l ,   p lan t   popu la t i on ,  
availability of ..., 
the  amount of 200 

60 kg to 100 kg  phosphate 
used in 

is 
of p lant  

of 
manganese once twice 

: 
is applied to 

of 
is usual. 

weed it is 
applied  one  to 

: 
95%) 
applications given,  and of these 
depends on the  climate,  the  soil  type,  conditions of 
the  plantations,  etc ... 

The  most  usual  method of is by 
85% of 

is also used. is tested by 

is  not  enough cotton and  the  soil  type is light 

options 
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use of this 
system is the  high cost of equipment. 

Crop protection : 

of 

1967 and 1983, when 

is to 
of 

At  planting  time, soil used ìn 
about of the cotton of 

is applied  when i t  

the  adult  moths of 
of the 

plantations by of 

avoidance of 
application  time. 

Cotton  diseases  caused by Ver t i c i l l i um wilt, 
Al te rnar ia  

V e r t i c i l l i u m   d a h l i a e  h a s  
contaminated  the soil of 

by using 

population,  etc ... 

Alternaria 

with  humid 
while it 

in  some 

cold, is infection of 
the  seedlings by 

Soil cultivation  and  late  thinning  help 
losses. 

: 
about 70% of 

to 
and  high  cost of 

to the 
condition of picking, and  some  diffkulties  in  the 

of seedcotton  to  gins  at  the  peak of 
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Crop 
year 

Area  Yield 
ha. Kg / ha. 

Seedcotton 
production 

M. tons 

.* 

Table  1:  Cotton  acreage and production  in  Greece  (1975 - 1985) 

* not final  figure 

/ 
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Crop 
Thessaly  Central  Macedonia Other 

Greece  and  Thrace  areas 

-- 
-- 
-- 
-- 

4..2 

4..1 

Total 
Greece 

3.5 

Table 4: Fibre  micronaire of 1971 - 1984  cotton  crops 

CIHEAM - Options Mediterraneennes



Areas 

Komotini 
Serres 
Sindos 
Thessaloniki 
Gianitsa 
Larisa 
Trikala 
Lamia 
Aliartos 
Arta 
Mesologi 

Komotini 
Serres 
Sindos 
Thessaloniki 
Gianitsa 
Larisa 
Trikala 
Lamia 
Aliartos 
Arta 
Mesologi l 

Jan.  Febr.  March  Apr. May June July Aug.  Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Mean  rainfall  in mm. 

5..0 

Mean  air  temperature 

5..5 

Table 5: Mean  rainfall  and  air  temperature  In  different  cotton producing 
areas in Greece 

Year 

.5 

.4 

17..1 

Note:  Data  provided  by  the  Metereological  Service  and the Ministry of Agriculture 
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