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Cotton  production in Syria 

Cotton Bureau - o f  Agriculture  and  Agrarian 
Aleppo 

Cotton  ranks  as  the  number  one  foreign  currency 

occupies  about 33Yo of the  total  irrigated  urea. 

irrigation.  Currently,  about 65% of  the  production 
i s  exported to different  countries of the  world. 
T h u s ,  cotton  plays  a  significant role in  providing 
the  foreign  exchange  necessary  for  developing 
various  economic  activities.  The  cotton  industry 
employees  about l .7 million people  out of'a total o f  
9.5 million  people in Syria. 

- Cotton  production  policy 

Since  1965, policy has 
successful. as follows : 

1 .  the 
of if 

they  wish  to 

2. A is 

announced 
and  all seed 

cotton  must be sold  to 

3. Limits on the  last  date planting  cotton  in 
is about 

4. Limits on 

good and  estimating 
field. 

5. 
by of 

of 

- Cotton  production - Area - Yields 

to cotton and seed  cotton  yields 
in 1983184 

422,222 tons  in 
1982183. 

Yields  in 
of seed  cotton  in 1983184 

2,684 1982183. 

Table shows  cotton yield and 
last 1 1974175 - 1983184. 

- Breeding program 

is a 
of 

of 

in  solving  the 
of the 

: 

1 .  

climatic  conditions of 

CIHEAM - Options Mediterraneennes



78 

2. Verticillium 

3. - 

4. 

to 
bloom 

5 .  of 
Gossypinnz. hirsutum and 

6. 

7. of 
of local a t  isolated  stations by 

8 .  

of 

: 

a')  Cotton variety Aleppo - 4" 

This  is  the 
97% of was 

obtained by cotton Aleppo - 1 
with  Alaca SJ-1. of 
was  given  in 1977 to of 

- 1 
it  has a 1/32 inch 

90,000 
80,000 Aleppo - 1. 

b)Other cotton  varieties  Aleppo - 33/1 and 
Tashkant - 3 

as 
Aleppo - 33/1 and  Tashkant - 3 in limited 

Aleppo - 33/1 

is  a 

to Verticillium wilt than Aleppo 
and  has good 

Tashkant - 3 is a selected as an-off 
- 3. is 

to Verticillium wilt 
than Aleppo - Thus it is 
highly  infested by wilt. 

few 
objectives of 

- Camd-E., 
220, 235, and 311, as 

; 70, 41, 
55, 70, 

; Stonevil le 731 N,  
Stoneville 825 N, Stoneville 506 N 

3131 208 as 
good ; Tashkant 6, 

2, and 3, Ozpakistan 3, and 175 F as 

Table 2 shows of some 
that 

- Problem-oriented 
research program 

1. Giant  Cotton : in  the  past few we have 
faced a of 

of 
excessive 

of 

The combined : 

1. 
2. of 
3. of planting 

5. 
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2. Earliness : the use of 
types of cotton: 

3. Stress  tolerance : it is new 

of 
60% of 

to than 400" 

in 

and 1983, we 

: 
mechanization,  especially  planting,  hoeing,  and 

of chemical  and 

aspects of conducted 

(19851, about 22%  of was sown by 

Thus  hand picking is  still  the sole  method  used to 
cotton. 

5. Plant protection : 

a - : the  main  diseases  that  cause some 
: 

Wilt  disease Verticillium  albo  atrum 
- sp. 

as Aleppo 40, 
Aleppo  33/1  and  Tashkant 3, and 

with 
of Verticil l ium 

with 
use of 

to damping-off conditions. 

b - : 
to : 

Agrotis  ypsilon 
Thrips  tabaci 

Aphid Aphis Goss-ypii 
Laphigma  exiguu 

Jassids lybicu 
Tetranychus  telerius 

Spiny 

Heliothis  armigera 

low 
amount of insecticides  used a 

of 
i n su lam and Heliothis  armigera, and  the  use of 
pesticides. 

c - Weeds : 
: 

- 
- 
- pigweed 
- 
- Field  hindweed 
- Foxtcul  millet 

- Goose foot 
- 
- Night  shade 

Cynodon  dactylon 

Amaranthus  retreflexus 
Xanthium  brasilicum 
Convolvulus  arvensis 
Setavia  italica 
Sorghum helapense 
Chenopodium  album 

Solanum  alatum 

Weeds in  cotton  fields kept  to a minimum, 
mostly  because is 
and  tends to keep  his  fields  clean by cultivation. 

used 
widely : almost 90% of the cotton is 

is going on 
of weeds 

1. S,yrian cotton, Statement  made by 

U.S.A. 24-  29,1983. 

2. Halftnonthly report n"777 ( 
: 

3. Cotton 
Aleppo : 

Verticilliunl  Wilt of cotton in   Syr ia .  Scientific  Cotton. 

: 

i n  Cotton 1983. 

Aleppo : 

options 
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Area  in  hectares Production in tons 
Season 

Irrigated Farm. Sum Irrigated Farm. Sum 

1974 l 1975 

523 419 - 523 419 175  697 - 175 697 1983 l1984 
41 9 874 2  348 422 222 156 431 2 348 158 779 1982 l1983 
352 298 3 573 355  871 139 714 3 719 143 433 1981 11982 
320 622 2  197  322 819 134 218 4  592  138 810 1980 l1981 
341 605 1 354  342 959 150  078 3 933 154 O11 1979 l 1980 
377 964 1 958 379 922 164 232 4 913 169 145 1978 / 1979 
390 747 4  146 ' 394 898 176 284 1 O 223 186 507 1977 1 1978 
404 474 4  379 408 858 172  660 9 096 181 756 1976 l 1977 
405  795 8  544  414 339 185  089  23 037 208 126 1975 l 1976 
379 474 7 060 386 534 180 649  25  21 2 205  861 

Irrigated Farm. 

l 
2 100 280 
2 192 371 
2 343 48 1 
2 216 405 
2 301 399 
2 276 344 
2 389 478 
2 494 961 
2 684 1 O00 
2 979 - 

Table 1: Shows area in hectares. Production of seed - tons and yield i l  

1975 l 1984 
kg l ha for irrigated and dry  farming in Syria during 10 seasons - 
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