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Agronomic Training in the 
Mediterranean Region : 

the Case of Greece 

Christos 

Chairman,  Department of Vegetable Production 
Agricultural University Athens ' 

Types of training - of studies 

There  are  two basic  levels o f  agronomic  training in 
Greece,  the  lower  level  is  given  in  secondary 
educa t iona l   i n s t i t u t ions   and   t he   h igher  or 
advanced  level  by  technological  educational 
institutions  and  universities. 

T h e  lower  level of agronomic  training  is  divided 
into  two  categories.  The  first,  which  lasts  three 
years,  is  a branch of the  technical  profession 
lyceums  (started  in 1977) and  the  second  is  a 
branch of the  technical  profession  schools  and  lasts 
for  two  years  (to be started  soon). 

The  higher level  ofagronom.ic  training  is  given by 
technological  educational  institulions  and  has  a 
duration of three  years  after the  completion of  
secondary  school.  Agron.omic  training  at  the 
university  level  (agriculturist ,   foresters  and 
veterinplry  doctors)  lasts for five  years. - 

The  structure of the  Greek  educational  system is 
outlined  in Figure 1. 

- level agronomic training ~ 

(secondary education) l 

is Figure 1 that  
six 

of school of 
of 15 

in the 
lyceum 

two 

no limitation on of students  to 
be admitted to the  technical lyceums. 

an application  and a 
a must be 

of 
1977. 

~~ 
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Teaching  Staff at  the  Technical  Profession 

The  teaching  staff  consists of 
S c .  

followed  a at a 

of a Technological 

a 
a t  a of 

About half are employees  (about 160) 
while employed 

35 civil 
than at the  age of 65. 

of 
Lyceums  is  120,000 

(US $875). This  amount does not 
of 

buildings.  All  costs of by the 

Training  Program  in  the  Technical  

is devised by appointed 
to the 

of of Education.  The 
is aimed to match  the economic, social 

of 

of 

lyceums 

of 

only  two 

at the  technical 
lyceums 

lyceums have two 
options: 

-(a) 
institutions (A.E.1.- figure 2; 

- (b) to  seek  employment. 

- public of 
of 

of 

- packing 

houses,  etc.); 

- 

of 

Problems 

of 
to the of 

faced by the new 

a) As as 

- lack of 

- limited  budgets, 

- lack of 

finding  the 

b) As as the faced by the  individual 

- 

difficulties in finding a job,  due to 

options 
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- level of 
agronomic training 

Advanced is a t  two 
levels: the "college" level  by  the  'Technological 

public of of 
Education. 

1. 

of of studies is 
and a half to which 

one 
T.E.J. 

a 
admikted  to the second 

1986-1987  academic 
of 

2,463 with 
tffe Food Science  and 

Technology 

is by the  teaching 
staff no specialized body 
of by 

of 
possibilities of 

public,  mainly 
of of 

and Technology, of 

is also  the  possibility of co- 

of common 

The  teaching  staff is 
a 

staff is (190 

is the  possibility 
of inviting  visiting  teaching  staff 
even well as 
outside of vacant 
posts of teaching  staff is 
to those of below). The  age of 

is the  same all civil  employees,  i.e. 
full  pension 35 of not 
than 65 of of teaching 

85% of 
at  the 

of students 

To  be admi t ted ,   cand ida tes   mus t   have  a 
a Lyceum 

Gymnasium. As a 
is a 

Technological 

specialization of would 
like A of students  can 
be  admitted 

of of 
admission. 

is also of admission, 
of 

of 
lyceums and schools. This method of is used 
by  23.5% of of students,  while 

11% special  examinations.  that 

examinations, i.e. a total of about 35% a 
cost of studies is 

fully by 

153,000 
US $1,093). 

Training program 

followed by 
is established" by 

at the 
of Technologica l   Educat ion  (an 

of 
of Education)  and  finally  submitted 

of Education. ' 

and to so as to enable  the 
to  apply the 

options 
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to 
on  specific  subjects. 

of 

as is not much 

establishment of the Technological  Education 
To 

of also 
of studies, e.g. 

close  to will specialized 
close to 

is of will 

(none as  yet) could be employed by the 
of of 

of diploma is 
below the 

equivalent  to  an of the 

Problems 

Again we 

a t  include:  financial, 

A at the  moment,  is  the difficulty 

qualifications who go and in the 

The of not so been 
identified as the ones to complete 

2. Agricultural  Universities 

General Organization of Education 

of 
to be by autonomous 

by the  State, by 
it to 

of schooling  (six each 

the  context of at 

of Law 1262182 
on of 

passed by has  been  in 
effect since 16  July 1982. 

objectives of the 
of 

of 

new law as 
follows: 

of the 

of 
subject of 
of of the  field by 

a of t he  
discipline  in  question; 

2. The  establishment of 
making  bodies,  e.g.  the  National  Academy of 
Education  and  Science  (E.A.G.E.)  and  the 
National Council  on 
each  with 

3.  The  div is ion of 
bodies,  subject bodies, faculty 

bodies bodies 

4. Autonomy 
on of 

of 

5. consolidation of autonomy and 
immunity 
of a t  

two 
at  the  highest level: of 

of 
of Thessaloniki. 

of Athens  was 
established  in  1920.  Until  1959,  it  functioned 

of the of 
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when it was of 
Education, to which it is now as an 
independent  institution at 

of 
divided into two faculties,  the 

Facul ty of 
Faculty of (Table 1). 

to 
of basic  sciences, 

two 
to 

food science  and  technology  and 
economics 3). 

The of at of 

- the  Faculty of 

- the  Faculty of 1928, 
and 

- the  Faculty of 
in  1950  (Table 2). 

of the  Faculty of 

the 
of Athens 4). 

a faculty of 
was founded in 1984 of the 

of Thessaly 
in Volos which  is  due to 

of students  admitted at the  two 
Table 3. 

the  last 
351 to 576. a 

of 

examinations  but  only  on  the  basis of 
of 

students at of Athens 

of advanced 
level) 

of 

Teaching  in  individual  subjects is 
the  basis of a 

of (1) 

both is of weekly 
scheduling  and, if could  be 
mostly 

based on of 
io 

of 
a of 

of a thesis. 

a 
of s t u d e n t  

of 

that  used by 
the decisions  made by 

meeting of 

of Athens is not  using 
o f  studies is 

based  on the  successful  examination of a 
of 

t w o  
of 13 full  weeks of teaching  and 

two weeks of a t   the  
beginning of second 

of 
by the  Senate. 

of teaching . 
of 

students  fail an  

following students  fail  an  optional 
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question  the following choose 
optional  subject. 

of 
of 

of 
submission of a  thesis of acceptable at 
the  end of the 

Connection  between  training  and  research 

of the two 
obliged, in conjunction  with  the 

of 

of of 
eligible do so as 

a specialized 
body of 
occupied  with  both. 

of of 
of 

of 
of 

EEC, FAO is a of 
of the 

but  not to 
of 

Status of the  teaching  staff 

The  possession of a is 
a to become a 

in a top of that, 
is the  quality  and  amount of 

The  existing staff at the 
shown in tables 4,5 

and 6. of the staff  and  the 

employed on  a 
at is 

possible to be  invited a 

inside as well as 
posts announced applications.  Applicants 
could or 

in 
apply. The  age of 

is the  same all civil 
full  pension 36 of 
t'han 65 of age. 

One  exception to of 
of which is  extended to 67 of age. 
The basic follows: the 

assistant 
as a basic 

87.5%, 71%, 62.5%, 52% and 
50% of that of 

of undergraduate  students 

A to 
education  institutions is 

'a gymnasium. 
Equally  acceptable is an of a 
school of school in 

at 
it  has been  issued (¿.e: in 

of students  can be admitted to 

of those  admitted  to  each  faculty is 
defined by of 

in  question,  the  Senate  and  the  National  Council 
(see Table 3). 

As a 
of a 

by 
of Education in  June 

by the 
of Education of the  l ist of students 

admitted  and  within  the  time-limit of 
defined by the school in  question. 

also by the two 
To be 

admitted is 
candidates to hold a a 

of 
of students accepted 

specialization.  Students  wishing to attend  post- 
of 
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the  faculty  in  question  and to they 
to it is possible 

of a thes i s  
of a 

a of 
, specialists. 

Cost of studies 

is of 
of 

as 
notes  that "it is  the  duty of the  State to develop 
and  fund  them". 

The  cost  to  the  State of 
est imated  to  be  between  350,000-450,000 

$2,500-3,215). 

Training program 

of is by the 
of of 

to E.A.G.E. 
(National Academy of Education  and Science) and 

of 
Education) by of 

it is 

of 
to views on 

effective 

o f  

to 
is 
involved at 

of 
as of 

a thesis  (which is 

of 

of  does  not  influence the 
of studies. 

could be  employed  by the 
of 

of by 
lyceums and schools, by 

at  
of 

tobacco 

include: financial, 
of well 

' 

of of students  admitted (526) 
at  the two will have 

on the  quality of education and 
will the of post 

of students 
is 
employment of 

of two 
the is 

given in table 7. of 243 the 
academic to 
when of students  admitted 

1982-83 (Table 3) 
complete by 

is the competition  with 

economy, 

co-  
as well as 

be 
possible to  establish common of 

of 
and on of 
taking  into  account  the local conditions of each 

Present  situation of higher  education  in 
Greece 

is a 

passed  only (19821, a law 
that had  been in half a (1932). 
The new to 

options 
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Those which 
of 

a of 

theless, it is 
unique  to 

of 
the  culmination of a of long  and  tumultuous 

20 
be  seen  in 

of 
have  had  and  continue to have a 

1967-1974, 

needs of 

and socia 
institutions. 

.lly 

The new 
only of 
autonomy  and  initiative on of academic 

a 
new phase: as 

so 
and 

and  political  decisions to meet  these  challenges 
becomes 
conditions of 

be expected  to  fulfil 
in  the  days to come. 

Note 

(1) of 
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School 
of 

E.A.G.E.: National Academy of Education  and  Science 
National Council of 

- ~ ~~~~ ~~ 
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Tables and figures 

-Faculty of Agriculture 

A. Section of 

Section of 

C .  Section of 

Faculty of 

A. Economics 

Section of Food Science  and Technology 

C .  Section of 

h 

Table l: Agricultural  University of Athens - Present structure 

I 

Faculties 

- 
- Facultyof Agriculture 

A. Section of 

Section of' 

C .  Section of 

Section of  Food Science and Technology 

E. Section of Economics 

F.  Section of 

Faculty of Forestry and Natural  Ecology 

five  sections 

-Faculty of Veterinary Sciences 
- 

five  sections 12 

Table 2: Present structure of the  agricultural  University of Thessaloniki. 
A division of the University of Thessaloniki 

6 

5 
4 

2 

' 3  
2 

. 12 
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1956.1957 * 
1957.1958* 
1958.1959* 

'1960.1961* 
i961.1962* 

1962.1963 
1963.1964 

.1964.1965 

1965.1966 

1966.19'67 

1967.1968 
1968.1969 

1969.1970 

1970.1971 
1971.1972 

1972.1973 
1973.1974 

1974.1 975 

1975.1976 

1976.1977 

1977.1978 

1978.1979 

1979.1980 

1980.1981 
1981.1982 

1982.1983 

1983.1984 
1984.1985 

1985.1986 

73 

of 
Thessaloniki 

107 
134 
112 
117-----------62.0 %* 

160 

201 
203 

243 

304 

406 

na. 

n.a. 
309 
212 
255 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  56.7 qz 

166 
46 

34 

50 
73 

165 

148 

162 

143 
141 
113-----------41.2 

176 
144 

208 

227 

339 
260 
226-----------46.5 B 

of 

Athens 

76 
66 
70 
71 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  %, 

57 

1 
130 

133 

235 

308 

n.a. 

na. 

328 
243 
195-----------43.3 

110 
25 
i6 

36 ' 

126 

186 

130 
124 

132 

139 
161,8---------58.8 

291 

307 
221 

221 

316 

260,5---------53.5 

Total 

183 
200 
182 
188 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  100 %, 

247 
301 

333 

376 

539 

714 

n.a. 

n.a. 

637 
455 
450----------100 

276 
71 

80 
146 

199 

45 1 

378 
386 

375 
380 
274----------l00 %t 

467 

35 1 

515 
448 

560 
576 
486----------100 7* 

Table 3: Number of students admitted at the two universities of agriculture 

(1956 - 1985) 

* : of students  in  the 

options 
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Faculty Assist. Assoc. Assist.  Total 

A. Fac. of 

52 22 Total 

4 B. 

Table 4: at 
of Athens 

Associate 
Assis- Assis- 
tant  

Total 

A. 

' Total 

11 B. 

Tableau 5: of of of 
of Thessaloniki 

Table  6a : 

of 
* : of 
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Ass. Temp. 
Conf. Total 

University  of 
Thessaloniki 
1982-83 62 31 8  2  21 
1985-86 

94 51 13 6 24  1985-1986 

1982-1983 
of  Athens 
Agricultural  University 

83 24 30 8 21 

Table 6b :Changes in teaching  personnel in the  two  agricultural  universities  of 
Greece (1982-1986) 

Academic 

1922.1923 

1923.1924 
1924.1925 
1925.1926 
1926.1927 

1927.1928 
1928.1929 

1929.1930 
1930.1931 

1956.1957 

1957.1958 

1958.1959 

1960.1961 

1961.1962 
1962.1963 

1963.1964 

1964.1965 

1965.1966 

1966.1967 
1967.1968 

1968.1969 

1969.1970 

of 

Thessaloniki 

- - -_____________ 0.0 Q 

68 

37 

38 
47 _--_-__----- Q 

26 
35 

79 
68 

105 
74 

116 
180 

213 

355 
125--------432.2 B 

of 
Athens 

5 
18 
19 
25 
24 . 
15 
15 
12 

14 
16 _______  ----loO.Oyo 

68 

45 

38 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  44.7 Q 

42 

65 
45 

47 

64 

59 
61 
111 

120 

148 
76 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  G, 

Total 

5 
18 
19 
25 
24 

15 
15 

12 
14 
16----------100 yo 

136 

a2 ' 

38 
85----------100 Yo 

68 
1 
124 

115 
169 

133 . 

177 

291 

333 

503 
201---------l00 

Table 7a: Number of  graduates from the  two  Faculties  of  agriculture (1922-1985) 
on 

of of Education 
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Academic 

~ ~~ 

.970.1971 

-971.1972 

! 972.1973 

.973.1974 

.974.1975 

1975.1976 
,976.1977 

1977.1978 

1978.1979 

1979.1980 

1980.1981 

1981.1982 

1982.1983 

1983.1984 
1984.1985 

1985.1986 

of 
Thessaloniki 

240 

231 

258 
207 

302 
216 
103 

39 

54 

76 
172 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  55.1 yo 

83 

85 

125 

94 
103 
113 
101--------41.6 % 

of 

Athens 

191 

173 

199 
208 

177 
168 

80 

60 

55 
94 

140--------44.9 % 

116 

142 

142 

145 
145 

165 
142--------58.4 % 

Total 

43 1 

404 

457 

415 
479 

384 
183 

99 

99 
170 

199 

227 

267 

239 

248 
278 
243--------l00 %, 

Table 7 b :Number of graduates from the two faculties of Agriculture (1970-1985) 

Statistics on Education. 

of of Education 

options méditerranéennes 
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3 
Educational 

the Athens of 

4th. and 
5th.  years 

3rd.  year 

1st. and 
2 n d .  year 

I 

Specialized 
studies 

in 
agricultural  sciences 

Training in 
basic  sciences 

Figwe 4 
Educational 

the of Thessaloniki 

2 n d .  
cycle 

1st. 
cycle 

l 

Specialized 
studies 

Basic 
training 

options 
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