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Hiaher Education in 
Acriculture in  Italy 

Franco LORENZElTl 

Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture 
University of Perugia 

The  national  policy of agricultural  education in instruction,  they  tend  to  deprofessionalize  and 

the  policies of the  other  production sectors. University  Faculties  of  Agriculture  prepare  the 
professional  men  and  women  needed for public  and 

There  are  three  types of instituti0n.s: private  agriculture  as  scientific  staff for iesearch  in 
agriculture. 

l )  of  Agriculture, 

2) of Agriculture  and 

of farmers,  for  new  varieties, 
equipment,  techniques,  etc.,  is  the  responsibility of 
the  region. 

3) University  Faculties of Agriculture. 

They  have  the  responsibility  of  preparing  students. 
in the  basic,  intermediate  and  higher  levels of 
education  in  agriculture.  General  culture  and 
training is emphasized  in  the  first  two  types of 
schools  and  graduates  are  f ree to enter   any 
university  faculty. 

The of Agriculture  have  a 
diff icult  task  as  the  preparation  for  university 
entrance  dif fers  greatly  from  the  preparation 
needed  for  preparing  workers. other  words,  the 
students  are  under-prepared  for  a  university 
program  but  over-  prepared  as  workers. 

of Agriculture have  a  long 
tradi t ion  and,  despi te  modern  tendencies  in 

education 

1. 
takes place at 

5 of school, 
3 of middle school, and 
5 of high school. 

of study a high 
school 

options 
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education at 

etc. 

of 
age,  the  student  that follows a 

a diploma  at 19. Anyone 
who has a 

Science,  Economics, 
etc.). 

a) of of 
the 28/4/82, N.299). 

b) 11/10/84, N.936). 

c) 2/2/68,  n.204). 

d) Food 13/8/64, N.1220). 

e) 
24/2/79, N.309). 

The  Fáculty of 

Science is an autonomous 
faculty. 

No 
of 

of of study  the  diploma i s  given  with 
the  title of in one of the following 

science 

b) 

d) Food science 

e) 

2. of 1980-1983 
is as follows: 

Average 

+ 

2) Forestery 

3 1 Animal.  prod. 

4) Food science 

Trop. and sub. 
tropical  agric. 

An average of 1 per year. 

no data is 
of 

1980/1983 was 759 

3. 

to its 
in Agricultural  Science (five 

31 exams)  gives  a two-fold 
field:  technical-  scientific  and 

economics-management. 

of 
(food 

Forestry consists of five 
of study  with 31 

of the woodlot in 
management,  evaluation, 

woodlot economics 
.and of 
wood 
management. 

The Animal Production is 
length  with 29 of study 

o f  

the fields 
of 
economic 

technology. 

\ 
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A of study  with 23 exams 

is biotechnologist 
with  competency in  the following 

food 
b) food 

c) quality d) food 
location of the 

food 

of study a 
and of 31 

of gives  a 
type of to that of 
Science. topics 
and climate, 

and  fauna  and economics and social 

Students  in  faculties of 
to  

beginning of 
of possible  to 

move to 
of the  exams  common  to  both 

if the known 
content. 

of 
available  that'last  one 
(See Annex 1. 

Those who of can 
a of 

will be of 
of study  and  the defense of a 

of is 

of by means of 

of O00 O00 

of students  can be 
students  can be admitted to 

exceed 50%. The  faculty 
if 

student  is valid admission. No 
will be 

of 

No of students 
of 

beginning of 1987. 

- Educational objectives 

of 
science given below the 

1975176 - 1979180. 

: 

-Schools: 32,7% 
- and 

- 7.5% 

Economic 3 1.4% 

- 3.2% 
- 10.0% 
- of : 4.6% 
- 3.5% 
- which 6.4% 
- offices 3.6% 

activities: 4.9% 

national): 23,5% 

--------_ 
100 Yo 

_----____ 

Few employed 
of few 

employed 
nizations  (FAO, etc.). 

offices and 

2. 

Food Science and 

"section" of 
Science, two of 
the  student  can  select one of the following 
"sections": 1) 2) Economics 3) 

These "sections", even though  they do not  give a 
the  student to 

own 

options 

-~ ~~ - -~ ~ ~~ ~~ 
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division of study is no definite 

a limited  sample  show  that  about 60% of the 
30% 

Economics  and  about l o%,  

of 
now 

of 
the ''section'' of study,  all  students  must  take 20.5 

"section" of study, 

and 5.5 
which a of the 

of 

and Technology; 
Genetics of 

Ecology. 

two  "sections": 

and 

b) and Soil 
vation. 

chosen 

All 

The  intent of 
its by initiating one 

of the  above  mentioned  "sections" of study. 

%ections" of is also  possible 
use of 

and  in  this case,  the choice of the 
faculty is to of 

Teaching is (GO of 
field 

is a practicum of on 
chosen by the  faculty,  to  give a 

done common and  those 
of the  chosen i t  can be  done 
between 
education is complemented by 

supplement  academic  lessons.  The  student  must 
have  completed a 

to take  the  final  exam.  At 
the  time of thesis  selection,  the  student  must 

competency in a 

of 
subjects that should  be  taught,  while  the  content is 

by 
to teach as he 

is only limited by the the 
of t h e   f a c u l t y ;  a 

place 
the  beginn ing of 
conclusions of 

is, in  fact,  also  valid the  humanistic 
of 

an ideological  type of conditioning,  do 
not to of total 

zoology, 
botany,  etc.)  have  a two-fold 

1) education and 

2) knowledge. The second aspect  is  emphasized 
when the subject of 

the 

it 
by 

- Organization 

1. Faculties 

As 

of of the 

options 

CIHEAM - Options Mediterraneennes



of of of 
17 faculties of (see 

map and annex ). 

autonomous.  The  aspects common to all  faculties 
of by the 
Academic  Senate which is made up of all 
and is by of 

l 

of teaching  and 

of 
of 

and of of 
Economics 
cohesion is 

, which exist by law few 

Faculties  have no 

institutes which feed 
most 

by the 
of 

upon of 

. .  

2. Programs 

The  content of of studies is decided 
upon by 

.to decide which to 
initiate beyond  those by law.  They also 
decide what level of should  be employed 

3. 

of 382180 An 
of would 

be about 70% and 30% to 
teaching. 

of 
on  teaching.  One  could say that 

83 

paid  to teach  but  that 
upon 

Given of is 
of applied 

is conducted in  the field of 

of 
of 

continuous  updating. it 
of schools. 

of to on- 
of 

of of 
a to  become 

of 

at 
almost  totally by 

by the 
of of 

Council 
EEC). of 

40% of 
on the  basis of of 

of 

Committee  decides to finance  those which 
most to 

of 
have 

own 

to use  funds  given by 
bodies council of 

The and 
decide of 

which 

of 
of of 

which has no 

. 

options 
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84 

of Study). 
no 

of and 
those of 

to change.  This is the 
of No type of link  exists  at  the 
institutional level 

by 
institutes. 

4. Teaching 

exclusively 
the faculty 

a 
discipline, the can  be  taught by 

a, 
be 

do not exist, 
except 

do not  play a signifcant 

divided  into two 
classifications: . 

a) and 

of 
faculties of is 339 while 430 

status of 
the  Faculty of is the  same  as 

those of 

no 
choose full 

Full  350 

250 
choice is 

sibilities  such as of 
of the  Faculty. 

at  the  age of 
65 

70 of age, 
a t  which time  they 

work 

conduct 395 
of of 

a s tab le  
position.  One  is  able  to  get a position as a . 

by means of a competition.  Candidates 
must possess  a  diploma 

a position. 
will be 
a of if the  title of 

of is not officially 
positions of 
achieved by means of a competition  which  is 
conducted by a competition  commission. 

The  competition 

1) evaluation of scientific  publications, 

2) discussion of publications,  and 

3) teaching  skills. 

on an 
ev.aluation of publ icat ions  and of teaching 
activities. 

is to associate 
but one is 

as  an  associate without  having 
been  a 

This  weighs  heavily 
upon 

of 
scientists. 

of 
given 

evaluating a 

5. Students 

no placed  on 
All students who have com- 

options 
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pleted a high school diploma to 

of money, and 
of students 

is modest  (about 20%). 

6. Education costs 

No official statistics  exist on education  costs of 
study  that  take  into account  the  situations of the 

of 

1983/1984 academic 
2,500,000 

a student  in a  scientific  faculty,  such as 
at least double this  amount  because 

of of the  studies  and  because of the 

is about 15.8 
and 61.3 

The cost of is almost  totally  assumed 
by the  State.  This includes: 

1 )  of of 

2) supplies 

3) of buildings; 

4) of 
teaching;  and 

5) 
phone,  etc.). 

bodies  outside of 
in 

do 

The  students pay 
fees. 

to 

300,000 
of 

- Problems 

As 

Faculties of 
as 

titles of study do not  exist,  the  faculties give the 
students both  technical and 

scientific a 
is qualified to 

activity  in  the.  field of 

gives of an academic 

is in  the of 

of 
7,500 in 1951 to 20,700 

in 1981. 13% full  time  in 
field. 

is facing  competition 

of 
of have 

not  given to ~ 

A 
equality of titles of study  given by 

Economic Community. 
The  meetings of of 

Education 
shown of the 

of the  diplomas  given,  but  also  the 
need and  the  willingness them. 

At  the  institutional  level, no 
exists between 

of a whole. 

do 

of 

Some 

as new 

a highly 

options 
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Some faculties of 
of new 

faculties of 
such as 

be fully 
be filled. 

Faculties do not  always know about  the  potential 

on of 
education 

even  if 

of just 
look 

of of 
equal i ty of t i t les  of of 

of people 
educated 

the  content of 
able 

to play of 

Faculties of agronomy in 

options 
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Annex 

Figure and table 

Figure 1 
Education agriculture in 

school (5 
school (3 

school (5 

I 
I I I 1 

Classics Science 

I I 
I I I 

Agriculture etc. 

I I I 
Sc. Food Sc. & & 

Technology 

28/4/82 1111 0/84 2/2/2/68 , 13/8/64 24/2/79 
N299  N. 936 N .2047 N. 12207 N. 309 

5 5 4 
31 exams 

5 
23 exams 31 exams . 31 exams 28 exams 

Competition 

I 
3 & 

of 
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Seats 

Ancona 

Campobasso 

Catania 

Napoli 

Udine 

AS 

AS, F 
AS, 

FS 
AS 

AS, F, T and STA 

AS, FS 
AS 

AS, F 

AS 

AS 

AS 

AS 

AS, F, FS 
AS, F 
AS 

F 
AS, F, FS 
AS, F 

-~ 

of specialization 

Tobacco, Economic 

ofthe "Venezia" 

Enology 

OffiCina1 

Economic and Technical 

of 

Enology 

Table 1 :Faculties of Agriculture in 

Legend : 
AS = Science, F = = Animal FS = Food Science, T and STA 

= 
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