
 

Higher agricultural education in Portugal

Vaz Portugal A., Lobo de Azevedo A.

in

Hervieu B. (ed.). 
Agronomic training in countries of the Mediterranean region

Montpellier : CIHEAM
Options Méditerranéennes : Série Etudes; n. 1988-II

1988
pages 111-129

 

Article available on line / Article disponible en ligne à l’adresse :

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://om.ciheam.org/article.php?IDPDF=CI020380 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To cite th is article / Pour citer cet article

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vaz Portugal A., Lobo de Azevedo A. Higher agricultural education in  Portugal.  In : Hervieu B.

(ed.). Agronomic training in countries of the Mediterranean region. Montpellier : CIHEAM, 1988. p. 111-

129 (Options Méditerranéennes : Série Etudes; n. 1988-II)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.ciheam.org/
http://om.ciheam.org/

http://om.ciheam.org/article.php?IDPDF=CI020380
http://www.ciheam.org/
http://om.ciheam.org/


111 

Higher  Agricultural 
Education in  Portugal 

Apolinario VAZ PORTUGAL 

Director of 

Ario LOBO de AZEVEDO 
of Agronomy - University of 

is by its 

polytechnical  education. 

education  system  sanctions  academic 
many 

(Licence) is upon completion of 
cycle of - which  involves a n  

of of 
at the  end). 

students 

The second cycle of 
of 

a  minimum two 
of study. 

at level the 
agrégation. 

education)  leads to the at the 
end of cycle of 

of in school. 
of is 

occupa- 
tional  goals  in  mind. 

To of 
education follows: 

- 

- Licence, 
agrégation 

Figure 1 shows 
of the 

An of 
is of 

knowledge, 
of 

way 

a 
acquisition of knowledge. 

is to  combine in one  and  the  same 
of 

of 
at  the  initial  academic 

level)  in its 
of 

options 

-~ 
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to 

cycles  which designed 
to at  

of competence. should be noted, 
of 

education,  the of 
education  can effectiveness  in 

of students by 

cycle is 
thus of an by no means be 

a 

taught, it of 

This is the in 
of 

Agrégation 
specialized,  belong  to of the 

cycle of 

On  the polytechnical  side, is 

well of 

of 
types of 

way, it  meets 
the  needs of to keep  up  with  the  times. 

To 
level  seeks 

on 
of 

a 
t h a t  is in  keeping  with its 
flexibility,  and its of 
the of 

of 
of 

the adoption of 

play a 

up 
of 

to consolidate 
the objectivés of 

map 

of 

of the   advanced  schoo ls  of 
of 

to 
the field of This is 

(3 to 3 112 

the needs. 

- types of training in higher 
agricultural education 

1 .  All in  
is by 

do not 

conducted at the 
level of the in  the 

of is 
of scholastic  activity  with  a  digcussion of the 

at  the end. is 
of about  six  months. 

by the 
which 

at  the end of 3 to 3 l i 2  of schooling 
and  the completion of an 

is defended. 

A - 

The following uni- 

- Lisbon 
a)  Advanced  School of 

a licence medicine; 

of 
licence in 
food 

of 

- of Alto 

- of the 
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only in and 

- of 

- 

schools (of which the  oldest, 
of 

following: 

- School of 
- School of 
- School of 
- School of 

of activity 1986-1987) 
- School of 

School of 

2. an  academic  title:  the 
Licence. of 

by the  polytechnical  system. 

by as well as by the 
of the  employees' 

these  occupations  takes place at  the school level  in 
keeping  wi th a 
aptitude). 

The civil public on licence 
some instances  even specifying what 

kind,  identifying  them  with  the  scholastic  and 
of the  candidate. 

- Training objectives 

1. mind evolution of 

the 
fields  thanks 
sight of the the 
of 

2. 
95% of 

113 

not yet significant. 

is also 
has been of 

The specialization that  has 

of evolution, to the 

will find  the  best  solutions 
of 

development. 

employment to 
licence to 
activities,  n'otably  in  the  field of 

even 
connected with  the economic 
the  management of 

3. 
of his own 

agent  in  the  evolution of 
while giving  him a basic 

On is a 
seem 

to be of polytechnical 
to , 

l 

1 
of basic l 

disciplines. 

polytechnical. education,  taking into account 
the of 
of students 

knowledge of basic  disciplines must be 
students 

consolidate at 
level. 

One of the  education by the 
is the  lack of 

of 
especially school 

~~ 
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Aspects of 

a) A of 

of each 
institution. ' 

gination keyed  to the school's 
to vocational  disciplines  without 

neglecting the as  an 
such a policy. 

c) Ease of 
well as among  the 

Evaluation of 

of the 
decide on the 

acceptability of equivalence of 
subjects 

is made, 
avoid letting  the  idea of 

to 
made  to  establish a synthesis of basic  subject 

by some of 
knowledge 

of subject going into  depth.  This 
is to avoid 

objective of 

of 

of 
- 3 - five  to 

on the applied 
side  and 

is 

development of capacities on the  basis of the 
of 

specialization  in the second cycles of 

of polytechnical  

and  has ln 1985-86, 

I 114 

options 

polytechnical  education. 

1986-87, of the 

30% of of students who 

(147 out of a  total of 
88 is 46% of the  total. Once the  polytechnical 

of 
to 

dominate. 

1. 

a) Academic institutions in 

a school ' 

of autonomy.  Such is the  case 
with the Lisbon of Technology,  with 
the Advanced School of and 
the Advanced of The second 
model, now in  the of being  tested at  the 
new 

e by 
on 

of a school institute. 

b) 
schools which 

polytechnical institutes. 

All 
of of 

Education. 

2. of academic titles 

Educational  institutions 
(diplomas) and 

by 
to qualify the 

will sometimes  suffice,  depending- 
on the level and  type of 

dependingon  the  institution. 

3. I 

at 
and licence level  involves 
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Phase sciences 

and study of the  basic  sciences  in 
to 

about 1-1.5 the and one 

Phase 2: 

disciplines  as well as of 
lasts  about 1 to 1.5 the 

and 

Phase 3 : Vocational  education 

a 
two 

the 

Phase 4: Post-course  training  session 

Completion of 
of a six  months). 

These  phases, which  should  not be confused with 
cycles, in of extension 

do not  lead to any diploma. 
They with a passing 

as the goal  in  each 
included  in the 

(on a scale of 1 to 20 points,  the 
9.5 points  up). 

On the vocational  side, the 
one  institution  to  the  next;  in  polytechnical 

of 
developed  by of the 

to 
of of 

consultative  'bodies  have been 
of of t he   economic   and  

of 
The  activities of 

beginning  to  have  an  impact 

of a vocational mainly  those 

of 
should  also  be  keyed to  

of 
knowledge, by of classes 
and  the  assembling of 
a way as to establish  connections  and  help  the 
student a  habit of situation  analysis  based on 

of 

4. Evaluation of students 

the  assessment of 
evaluation  tests by cycle as well as  final 
examinations  in  each of the disciplines 

of 
by as 

and  the  final  classification  is  based on 
of the  disciplines 

discussion of 
also a  system of 

5. Teachinghesearch 

lines of 

own funds of the 
of 

with of 
of Food, 

notably  the 

made 
of of 
by 

of 
cases of the  Advanced  School of 

- - and  the Advanced of 
- 

All the above-mentioned 

of 
Education on the 
basis of 

effective, as well as to of 
national 

The 
have  teaching  positions  available which, without 

options 
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limitations on 

pedagogic activities  and 
of 

We think  this  is  a'good  idea, on 
the condition 
to 
insufficient.  The  situation is expected  to be 

by 

6. 

a. of 
as 

on  the to specialization. 

is made, by  way of the second cycle of 

example,  the 
National Zootechnical 
of the engaged  in  activities of the in 

a 

The of a post- 

of 

attempt  is made to 
- even if they  depend  on 

- 
of by 

of 
of excellence. is not a of 

of a 

b. 

of 

which  maintains it, which justifies  it  and which 

of the 
to a 

in a an economic view might 
be  too become attached to 

if 
is not,  and  cannot be, a 

of 
is a of decision-making as well 

as of - is 
as aimed a t  
end i t  

of 
the  socialization of a 

of 
a t  of 

of agents 

of 
as we 

established a 

involved 

7. 

by legislation 

agrégation), 
the agrégation), 

has 

agrégation, 
agrégation. 

Each  institution  has  its own 
public  competitions held 

is 
simplified by the  obtaining of 

such as 
the agrégation. 

of  

entitled to 
paid by the  State. 

Availability of State  funds  is in  the size 
of 

of the  institutions. 
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8. Equivalence of titles and diplomas 

equivalence,  with  the that  evaluation  and 
by a appointed by the 

of been 
given by the of those 

equivalence of 

Evaluation of disciplines  (designations), of the 

is up to the 
on of 

acceptance of of the disciplines, 
of of ad hoc 

9. Students 

a. 
limited by quota (numerus  clausus). All students 
who 

ticeship of 1). 

The  academic  channel logically implies  admission 
to an of who 

channel,  one of the  options  open is linked  to 

2). 

of 
the following 

and 
of study (1 Oth, 11 th  

a final 
school diploma  opening  the  way  into 

a technico- 
way 

The 

- 
duction 

- Technical 

- Technical - food 

- Technical 

school 
followed  by a of six 

a 
qualification  obtained  with a view to 

applied 

While it is said 

of the 
leading to the licence, 

schools of the polytechnical  institutes) on 

condition that enjoyed by students 
completing 

a 
way of evaluating  the  students' 

motivation the of study.  At  the  national 
level  (Office of 

by a 

(by 

of 
is as  an 

to be is thus  on 

wants  to follow a 
calling a scholastic  showing  above  his  level as 
condition of admission,  he  ends  up  being put  into 

option). 

To (numerus  clausus) may 
cause in 
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to the  following school 
follows: 

- Special ad hoc capability  evaluation  exami- 
nation (10%) 

- (2%) 

- 
(5%) 

- (2%) 

- 
(3%) 

- Change of (10%) 

- of studies (10%). 

is taken of 
as well as of physical, 

of the  institutions. 

b. Evaluation of students is done  on the  basis of 

final  examinations,  supplemented by assessment 
of well as by 

at 
of 

c.  Low cost of studies.  Tuition  fees  paid by students 
so low as to ($300 

$1,500 
State education is of Living 

at 

The  total cost of 
to of 

by 
the  State. 

State to 
of school, 

of 

- Some indicators 

Tables 1 to 5 show the  extent of facil i t ies  and. 
an idea of 

for 
of candidates 

of 
as a whole. 

be made of 
a 

conditions in  the  light 
of limitations imposed by 

V - problems in higher 
agricultural education 

1. 
to 

has a 
showing  when it comes to the  availability of 

of of a 
total of 788,144 of land 
in  use is 5.6 8.6% of 

of 

2. at  least 
of of the 

capaci ty  necessi tated  by  educat ional   and 

be achieved  between 
and  employment - by of 
employment  options  with the goal of satisfying 

3. of 
up of 

of the 
as well as the 

to 

of 
of 
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4, opposed at the 
on the 

of a  demand technicians  holding  the 

qualified positions  that  emphasize  applied 

methods. 

5. we would do 
well, at cycle level, to plan 

by a basic 
This  ought to at  least 

25% of the five a Licence. 
of the licence 

candidate  to slow  down of 
evolution,  a  minimum of is A 

of specialized level of 
at the 

does not 
mobility  and it also blocks avenues to 

6. cycle 
education is thus out with  the 

, two 
at this 

instances. 

7. adopting a policy of 
of 

second cycle 

8. 

matched to the level to be 
technological  development. 

is not  exclusively a 

conducted  on Some 
of 

institutes.  This  explains why 
system  entails  a  dual by teaching 

occupy positions  both  in 

(1986 
universities). We on the way to installing, 
on the  same  campus, scientific of 

while 
of development. 

evolution of the  educational mission in  the  face of 
will 

cycles 
second cycles of studies). 

9. While it does  not 

is  designed  to  meet 
with a that emphasizes the 
development of 

of a 
healthy  dash of 

to do with  full  use of all 
. 

The way so 
that it may which 
it  has is to 
possible of people in  the best  possible  way. 

to  be 
The  issue is 
activity  in  all its 

options 

- ~~~ ~ ~~ 
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Annex 

Tables, map 

1 
Education  system in * Level of 

educat ion 

lAgregstlofil 
1 1 I 

r 5 

21 

18 

1E 

18 

1 7  

16 

15 

14 

1 3  

/ 
education 

Vocatioml 
education 

' 

examination t t 

12 

Senior school 11 

10 t 
t 
t 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

02 

o 1  

. .  

I I l  

* 

a n d  
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c 
cd 

M 
E 
.I 

u1 

m 

" t  
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I ,  

options 
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t 
'Advanced Agricultural School n Technical  University 

Advanced of Agronomy 
University  Advanced  School of Veterinary 

University University of the  Azores 
(Ealto 

options  méditerranéennes 

~~~ 
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2 
a n d  

2 8  

Technological 

W 243 of 21/10/1983,  p.  3668 (5) 
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L 
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options 

~ 

CIHEAM - Options Mediterraneennes



126 

m m  
m m  

m 
4 
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options 
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Oficial 

of candidates 

University of the Azores 

University of Evora 

Zootechnological 

University of Algarve 

Technical  University 
4dvanced  School of 

University of e Alto 
Douro 

Cootechnological 

Qdvanced Agric.  School of Coimbra 

. 

kdvanced  Agric.  School of Santarém 

idvanceci  Agric.  School of Castelo 
Branco 

24,716 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* .  

available 

~ 

13,033 

31 

22 

60 
10 
60 

20 

61 
140 

30 
30 
30 

30 
15 

31 
31 

30 
30 

, Table 4: (1984 - 1985) 

occupied 

30 

21 

59 

10 

60 

20 

60 
140 

30 
29 

29 

29 

14 

31 
31 

28 
29.  
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