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Academic Recognition 
within  the Euröpean 

Community 
with special reference to  agricultural studies in countries 

bordering the  Mediterranean  and  in  the 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Fritz DALICHOW 

(1 )  

Having  worked  for  some 15 years in  the  field  of 
academic  and  professional  recognition,  both  in 
national  and  international  positions, will  try  to 
give you a short  overview  of  the  facts,  problems  and 
t rends   i n   academic   recogn i t i on   w i th in   t he  

to  do  this 
i n  a comprehensive  fashion  because  of   the 
complexi ty  of   the  s i tuat ion  and  the  d iverse 

giving  examples, will  often refer  to  the  situation in  

know  best. wil l  try  to  acquaint you with  the 
s i tuat ion  by  s tar t ing  f i rs t   w i th   large  sca le 
recognition  arrangements  and  then  proceed  to 
individual  problems  which  have  to be dealt  with  on 
a  imtitutional level or by  the  individual  student or 
graduate. will  try  to  make  some  recommendations 
for  facilitating  the  recognition of post- 
g raduate   spec ia l i za t ion   d ip lomas 
master's  and  prospective  doctorate  degrees.  But 
before  going  into  details,  let  us  first  define  some  key 
terms. 

- 

is of 

is to 
studies. 

Professional of 
the 

of 

is in  the  context of 

is to  non-academic  vocations. 

options 
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academicus is the effect that completed 

is the effect that completed 
education  studies 

a 

by 
by a 

a a priori 
of one  special  qualif ication a 

of 
on a which might be a law 

a decision. taking a 
decision, will 
have  conducted  a  detailed  examination of the 

will have  stated  the  full 
equiva lence of 

to only  one a few of them 
effect on the 

of the  states 
institutions. 

by two 
of 

negotiation  and scope of 

that  the 
goes in 

thus doubles  the effect 
of 

as decisions. 

go 

of one  qualification a of them  among  a 
of 

depends on the  basis 
is weak, the  success of these 

on the goodwill of the 

- EC member countries and 
academic recognition at the EC level 

I 

educat ion  inst i tut ions of 
possess of 

and  outside  the  Community which  often contain 
on a 

few 
collected systematically by 

this  has  not  been  done.  The  collection  and 
systematic  analysis of 

Community  would  be  a  time-consuming  but 

on of 
(2) 

by the  Commission of 

(3), 

on of 

following 
in Table 1). I 

2.1. 
conventions 

should be that  in  the  event  that 
do 

not exist,  this by no means  should be taken  to 
of the 

individual EC 
in 

it may  mean that: 
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a)  any its 

in  sections 2.2., 

c )  its 
individually  assess(es)  the  qualifications,  which 
can lead 

of the  qualification. 

of 

to 

a 
of 

of 

do not  have  any 
state 
situation be 

decisions  on the  equivalence of of study 

the  situation is to 

qualifications. 

the solution of 
and  student 

within  the  Community.  This is 
because  many of 

scope, dealing  with, of 
a few study  subjects only. 

of 1983 which 
deals  in 
of at 

does, by the 

way, 

of these 
A 

equivalence is 
completion. 

State a 
mosaic: 
but  many of them  help to establish a 

positively. 

2.2. Conventions 

All States of 
of the Council of 

and  UNESCO (4). Council of 

(a)  the  equivalence of d ip lomas  leading  to 

(b) the equivalence of of 
and 

( c )  of 
qualifications. 

of 
to qualify of a i 

an  item which is also  contained in  the  UNESCO 
conventions - is nof 
of of academic 

is  the  only 
aspect  among  those  mentioned 
conventions in which 
has  also been active so (5). 

of 
(a) to ( c )  1953, 

1956 and 1959 

in i976 
on 

1979 
of 
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by only a of them. 

Table 1 
(Council of 

EC 
be Council of 

of the Community.  The mentioned 
Council of convention  on the equivalence 
of diplomas  leading 

its efficiency, two 
Council of 

because  i t  is l imited  to  the  field of 
languages,  the second  one,  because  the  main 

is the  withholding of 
of 

examination do 
home  examination. 

The  UNESCO  convention on of 

education  in  the  states belonging  to 

qua l i f i ca t i ons ,   bo th   academica l l y   and  

~ 

it is not excluded that  the 
of 

to - which 

USA - is 
a 

value. This be as 
as now 

of this 

by UNESCO  and  some of the convention's 

need Also, this convention may  have 

negot ia t ions   as   we l l  as 

Community. 

The  plan of UNESCO is to get  the  conventions 

would also  link 
to 

the 
UNESCO plans would function 

of 

- as - 
in  all of 

a 
we 

achieving  this. 

- Selected examples of state  and 
university recognition 

to look at some  actual  cases,  and 
'of 

Since  the  situation of of 
is in  all EC 

it would take us too long  to 
of them. So, to 

us take  the  example of a  young man 
with an a 
who 

of a 
to the 

of 

of 

State of 

to 
conjunct ion  wi th  h is  name (as we  say   in  

application to 
Land 
of of Science of 

this Land will of study 

equivalent to 
the  Egyptian will 

to use  them as 
D i p l o m  - Agrar in- .  
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not  found  to 
be  equivalent to 

will stipulate  the following 
of Science in 

of 

State of 

nobody 
can as a state 

will check the 
content of 
extent to  which  they to a 

a s t a t e  
will be 

issued,  and  the  Egyptian  may  then  seek  a job in 

decide is not  equivalent,  he  may 
a state a 

hemmay be asked to supplement  his 
studies to as 
well as an 

3.3. 

the  Egyptian  wants to take up a  job  within the 
will ask 

the and  will  examine  the 
level of 

not as 
A 

position. The  same if the 
Egyptian  wants  to as an 

the  Egyptian  wants  to  continue  his  studies  at  a 
a 

check 
to find  out  about  the  academic  equivalence 

of the 
to a the 

is 
of 

to look at  the  thesis test  the  actual 
level of the  applicant's knowledge. this is found 

to be 
studies. the check 

. 

3.5. the  State and 

This office is one of the  "National  Academic 

at the  EC;  Council of 
UNESCO  levels. 

The  final decision on 
- - is  always  made by thè 

The  size  and  tasks of the within  the  EC 
size few to 

than 30 of the 
of of 

of 

opinion but  leave  the decision  to the  competent 

decide 
on 

- Academic recognition of 
agricultural studies and degrees from 

member countries bordering 
on the 

(selected examples) 
~~ 

Although in one of 
a a 

of - in  

on - in  most  cases 
the decision on will be taken 

options 
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by the us again the 
example of of 

of 
sole of 

a Table 2, below, 
of 

of 
and  study and 

of 
knowledge. must be out  that  the 

to 
one 

in to 
A final  and  binding  decision  will  be 

taken by 
been  examined. 

qual i f icat ion is 
well as 

of 
Equivalence of leading  to  Admission to 

- as 

will tend to 
to 

if 
a t  

as to 
at 

by 
in conjunction  with two 

of if (an 

examination at the level of 
have  been  successfully  completed. the level and 

up to  the will  not 
as being  equivalent to 

of 

will be  given 
as being  equivalent to  a 

is 
of 

if 
and)  an  examination at  the level of 

the  level 

will 
diploma.  The  diploma itself, which takes five 
of will - to 
the  evaluation of - 

equivalent  to a 
a 

of will be 
a 

check of 
checking  the  actual  knowledge of the  diploma 

be 
studies  may be 

When  looking at   Table 2, it may be seen that 

by Council of 
To knowledge, 

which 

V - Problems conn'ected with the 
academic recognition of 

degrees and diplomas by 'universities 
in EC member states 

of th is 
section the of 
cycles" 
sanctioned by a of 
us on: 

a)  the %ycles of a of one 
by the 

de 
and 
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b) the "cycles of advanced 
cycle)" a to  two 

by the "Advanced 
of - 

de Hautes du - 

is the 
diploma of the home to 

of 

institutions which these 

of 

on that 

is by its 
by 

the  EC, CE and 
of 

does  not 
of 

of 

When a of one 
of the applies to an 
EC to 

of the 
and  into  the  contents of the  studies.  The 

will on a 
a 

would  hold that  the is not on the  list of 

institutions  and  that  studies  and  diplomas of 

of the of 

would be to solely 
the  scientific  quality of the 

- 
additional  examination - 
(because of the often  high  specialization of 

would that 
would holds 

academic as well as by 
of diplomas  and 

l the  applicant would 

Needless  to  say, studies,  diplomas  and 
by the bi- 

state conventions  mentioned  in  Section 3. 
have been of difficulties  also 
connected with  the bi- 

of 
of the to 

continue. 

5.1.  for  overcoming 
difficulties. 

is always  convincing. 
The of study  and  diplomas  and 

of high  quality  in needed specializations 
which by 
Thus, fulfil1 

As of 
to be 

of states 

the 
will continue to 

t o  them  by 

and who, at the will likely 

diploma 
have to convince of the 
value of should do this  in 

evidence. The 
institutes could by 

"to 
whom it in  the official 
language of to  
details on the  studies completed by the  individual 

and specify the  situation 
to the  nat ional  

of the  state. 

policy  could  be used  in 
of academic 

of 

policy could be used in 
a double way. in 
to the to 
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the to continue  studies. Second, by 
of 

of 
studies. might  also be 

of to 
one of the and to 

of 

to date  in  the EC, the following  additional 
be to 

of 

-nomination of a 

- 

-editing a common 
questions of with 

- i n v i t a t i o n  of 

study  visits, 

of 

- of 

even  with 

nomics,economics). 

- Concluding remarks 

an of 

a t  both the  national level  and 
so 

questions  have  been  touched upon, but  the field of 
academic has been  in the 
Examples  have been about  the  extent of 

difficulti,es  which to diploma 
in 

been highlighted, as well as possible at   least  
conceivable  ways to these 
difficulties. 

think  that  an of 
and its institutes at national levels and a 

followed by a of 
of studies  and  diplomas 

will not  be  easy  to  obtain  this;  and have 
pointed if have  helped you achieve 

have  given 
you, will  feel satisfied. 

Notes 

(1) those of 
and do the  oficial position of the  Ofice 

for of 
Communities 

of the 

(2) 
education  institutions in 

common studies,  common  teaching 

one of the  conditions by the CEC. 

by the CEC  between  1976 and 1986, 

of 

(3 )  F., (1986): of Study 

Education i n  CEC 

of the  EC,  1986). 

(4) UNESCO 

1985. 

( 1  9751, (1  978), 

medicine (19851, 

( 1  on 
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of 

to the Council  by the 355 final, 22 July 

options 
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Annex 

Tables 

Conventions  and  agreements  in force between member states  and 
between member states and third countries 

B 

F 
F 

LUX 

NL 

P 

A. Council 

1. Admission 

to Univ. 

(1) 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2. 

of study 

(2) 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

3. Univ. 

qualification 

(3 )  

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

B. UNESCO conventions 

4. 

(4) (5) 

NA 

NA 

NA 
z 
Z 

y,x 
NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA * 
z 

Table 1: 

) on the  Equivalence of to Admission  to 
(2) Convention  on the  Equivalence of of 
(3) on the  Academic of 
(4)  Convention  on the of 

on the of Studies, in 

on 

X = in 
Y = 
Z = 

NA = not  applicable 

* = 
= UNESCO (YX).  

options 
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State 

Spain 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Lebanon 

Egypt 

1. 

qualification 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

CID 

A 

2. up 
to 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

F 

F 

E 

F 

3. 

5 
6 

6 

Grandes 

6 

G 

4. Second 

L 

Table 2a: Example - Possible  academic  recognition of university  entrance 
qualifications  and  agricultural  studies and degrees of countries 

bordering on the by German universities 

~~ ~~ 
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1. 

qualification 

State 
2. up 4. Second 3. 

to 

Libya F 

Tunisia 

5 diploma: F c 

5 diploma: F C 

4 diploma: F C 

E A 

Table 2b : Example - Possible  academic  recognition of university  entrance 
qualifications  and  agricultural  studies  and  degrees of countries  bordering 

on  the by German universities 

A = 

B = if... 

C = No one of or 

= No two of or 

E = acceptable) 

F = 

G = to 

= 

= or equivalence to 

= as equivalent to of the  studies  will 

L = as to 

(1) No 
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