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Sheep farming 
as an alternative 
to olive  growing 

Istituto di Economia e Politica  Agraria - Sassari - Italy 

is 
of 

to 1984.this  amounted to 
94%, which  in of the  19 
million quintals in  the 18 million 

Of 
3370, followed by Spain  with 31% and  lastly by 

Of 
7% and 

Tunisia  with 6%. 
quantities 
between the of 

composition of olive 
is of 

a of 
olive (27% versus 25%), is second 
‘as as is This  indicates a 

be extended  to all 

of of olive each 
is one in  the EEC 

mentioned  above  but than .one 

EEC non-EEC 
by annual 

to what one 

affecting to 
be much 
indexes of 

gave 53 
47 

to EEC values of 25-30 points. 

As as 

is the  only 

1982-1984 t o  $121  million). 

than $78 million) 
$19 million). As 

a 
of than  $150  million  followed by 

Spain  and  Tunisia  with $75 mill ion  and $70 
The  active of as a 

which is both a is 
to to  be  found 

as and  Spain)  and 
to intense activities as olive oil is an 

a of 
foodstuffs. 

the  sale of olive oil on 

no doubt be 
as 

as seed oil, 

~~ 
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a 
of olive oil 

few 

Given of 
the 

situations of 
to 

fiscal  policies to olive  oil, the is 

case, at EEC 

will of olive 
as they  have 

it will discuss some  aspects' of a  possible 
-- 

As is 
found with 

not  only  to 
to 

is 
why 

both these economic activities  have  in  the  past 
and  continue 

function of by 
income 
could 
difficulty. 

of sheep  in  the 
amounts to about 1.5 billion  head  with  about 140 
million in 1 and 
2). the  context of a olive 
oil 
to 

so 

human  and economic  obstacles to 

which often  consists of 
obstacle to the  extent  that 

feed is not the  case 

adapted to conditions. of 

and 
technical a capable of 

to to a 
of milk as  an 

. .  

to olive oil a analysis 
follows on 
and  the  state of of 

of was 

of most 
involved in  olive 

oil 

About million  head of 
of now 

of a  local 
of adapting  easily to 

feed 

of 
of 

the 

as 
follows: 70% milk, 29% meat  (suckling  lambs 

at 7-9 kg)  and 1% wool. The  milk 
lactating ewe 

cycle. 

Almost all of the  milk is used 
on technologica l ly   advanced 

by 
by 
plants  and 45 in 

54% and 41% of 
of cheese  in 

1984 was 372,000 
due to 

Table 2 shows the of 

basic  types of cheese. As can be 
50%  of the  total consists of pecorino 
romano cheese (a 

45%  of 
soft,  mainly  table  cheeses). 

About 70-80,000 quintals of of cheese 
by , 

by second 
consumed domestically. 

should be noted at  this 
to the  possibility of substituting  sheep 

olive oil that  the  amount 
of in 
kept  up with the  steady  demand  (with  consistently 

demand was 300,000 quintals.  When  this 

options 
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1983, it 
the  beginning of a of this 
kind of cheese which has obviously  affected the 
whole 

levelled off, the 
been sold and  cheese 

in and  thus 

is t o  
of pecorino romano cheese which 

is a of 
income) of 

elasticity of demand. 

modify 
be 

At the  same  time, 
be show 

of sheep's  milk 
cow's milk cheese. 

Given 
seed oil to  olive oil (even if the 
unchanged)  and  the  heaviness of the  cheese 

demand at 

substitution of sheep's  milk 
cheese) olive oil not be 
in to 

of olive  oil 
to be possible.  Such 

would 

ln  both  cases,  the  economic  value of ol ive 
plantations the and defence of the 

to be  taken  into  account.  Given 
such economic and social 

of 

the  moment to be 

elements:  income  levels,  occupational  levels, 
policies and 

the economy. 

on all of these  aspects would 
a of 

policies. 
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Table 1: Sheep farming in European countries 
(millions of head) 

Spain 

Yugoslavia 

Tunisia 

Libya 

1974176 1982 

16,103 

10;582 

16,456 

7,398  7,953 

8,3  16 8,334 

9,051 7,985 

12,980 

3,924 

1,394 1,923 

4,800 4;039 

5,l 05 5,726 

14,110 9,266 

10,155 15,023 

49,598 40,666 

4,780 

0,200 0,240 

1983 

16,755 

12,061 

9,257 

8,400 

7,452 

5,000 

49,636 

11,000 

14,500 

5,190 

4,800 

1,420 

0,240 . 

1984 

16,600 

12,260 

9,228 

8,500 

7,458 

5,000 

48,707 

12,000 

14,700 

4,800 

1,450 

0,240 
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0 0 0 0 0 0  
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0 0 0 0 0 0  

0 0 0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0 0 0  

0 0 0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0 0 0  

0 0 0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0 0 0  
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