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Agricultural research in 
Greece 

Leonidas - Professor 
Vassilios - Director, Forest  Research lnstitute 

of Thessaloniki 
and Achilleas - Professor of Agronomy - University 

of Thessaloniki 

This  report  includes  material  presented  in  three 
separate  pàpers at by 

Sficas on  agricultural  research 
in  Greece  dealing  respectively  with  veterinary 
medicine,  forestry  and  the  remaining  scientific 

be noted that  this  report  is now of 
1986 

agricul tural   research  conducted  under  the 
we will 

see,  the  lion's  share)  was the  subject of  a  reform 
which  replaced  the  many  institutions  described 
below with a single  agency., 

officially began  in 
1923, although 
1901 with  the  foundation of the Soil 

1923 to 1938 the most 
of 

tobacco, well 

of Technology. 

1946, Second 
of was  founded.  Seven 

30 
founded 1961. only 

which 

especial ly  the  objectives of 
institutes. 

is 
of of 

which 

also 
of 

of a t   the  
of the two 

1)  
in all 

and 

3) 

i - Agricultural research (excluding 
forestry and veterinary studies) 

is done by 24 
of 

of Also  involved 

development and 
schools 

We will 
and  main 
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a of the 
we will the 

of of 
give  some data on the 

used. 

1. 

A. 

of 

of 

(1) (Thessaloniki) 

namely: 

1.1. (Thessaloniki) 

1.2. (Sindos, 
Thessaloniki) 

1.3. of 

1.4. 

1.5. Soil  Science (Thessaloniki) 

1.6.  of 
Thessaloniki) 

1.7. of 

1.8. of 

As of the  National Tobacco 
also: 

1.9 Tobacco with six 

As a of 
is the: 

1.10. 

1.11. of Thessaloniki  the 
following of the School of 

of of 

- 

~ 

Science;  Animal  Science; 
Soil  Science; 

and 
Technology of 

located  in 
the following 

(2) 

following 
and two 

2.1. of 
( 

2.2. of (Volos). 

2.3. of Soil and  Classification 

The two 

(3) Athens 

Five  institutes  and two 
the  Athens namely: 

3.1. of 
Attiki). 

3.2:Wine Attiki). 

3.3. Soil Science 

3.4. 

3.5.. of 

of of 

3.6. 

3.7. (Athens) of its 
is 

offices). 

3.8. School of 
of Thessaloniki, 

School of 
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(Viotia)  and Ag. Stefanos  (Attiki). 

(4) Peloponissos and Epirus (Patra) 

The 
stations belong  to 

4.1. of 

4.2. of 

4.3. of 

4.4. of Olive 

4.5. of 

located 

(5) Crete and (Chaniaj 

stations belong  to 

5.1. of 

of 

5.3. 

one in 

B. Classification by subject 

(The codes  following  each  subject to those 
used to identifiy the  institutes 

a) Plant Production 

General subjects 

Soils 1.5, A 2.3, A 3.3 

1.6 

3.5 

PlantProtection:A1.4,A2.2,A3.6,A4.5,A5.3 

1 

of the 
two schools 

techniques,  mechanization 
methods. 

Specific crops 

A 1.1 

2.1 - A 
the School  of 

A 1.2  and   the  
of 

Tobacco: A 1.9 

beets:  A 1.10 

the' ' 

of 

Vegetables:  A 4.1, A 4.2, A 5.2 - Also a 
of 

1.3 

4.2, A A 5.1 

4.3, A 4.1, A 
5.1 

Vines:  A 4.1, A 5.2 

5.1 

of the 

specialized institutes. 

The local the 
of 
planned by the  specialized  institutes of t he  

usually of mainly local of 
not specialized by 

of 
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of 
institutions. 

of (A 
its its own installations 

Animal Production 

A 1.7. The 
of the Schools of 

of Some 

c)Agricultural Crops Technology 

Technology 3.1 

Wines: A and also the 3,4, A 
4.1, A 5.2 

Olives  and  olive oil: A 4.2, A 4.4 (A 3.1) 

Vegetable oil: A 1.2 (A 3.1) 

1.1 (A 3.1) 

1.10 

Cotton:  A 1.2 

Tobacco: A 1.9 

: A 1.7, A 3.1, Animal  science 
and food science of the two Schools of 

also  the food of the two 
Schools of 

of animal 
by the School of 

l of Thessaloniki. 

All of 
level 

l 

2. Other of the national research  system 

is 

by of 

a) school 
(mainly of 

no 

is 

(Athens)  is  also 
to 

c) 
is 

in  many  cases. 

National 
is 

of of 
ass2sts 

in 

hence is 
bodies. 

3. National agricultural research service 

24 of five 

Livestock 
and Ecology; 

options 
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A. Programming, biometry and evaluation 

' : 

Programming  and  cooperation  with 
university  research  Centres  and  other 
institutions. 

of 
of 
of 

schools 

Biometry and evaluation of research results 

t o  t he  
of the  nat ional   inst i tut ions 

of 
statistical  analysis of 
of of publication 

,of 

Financial  services 

of the budget of the 
of 

Plant  and Products  Technology: 
Same as above. 

Agricultural and  Construction: 
Same as above. 

C. production 

on cattle,  sheep 
and  goats,  among  national  institutes  and  with ' 

local 

Same as 

others: Same  as 
on of 

feedin.g of bees 
Also of livestock  feeds  and  feeding. 

of of 

Agricultural meteorology and ecology 

The to 
as follows: 

B. Plant production and technology 

Six  sections: 

Field Crops 

physiology, 
of 

the by 

crops: Same as above 

Plant protection: and of 
of 

Science and Same as 

Agrometeorology: Evaluation of 

of of the  effect of 

development of plants  and  animals  and  on  the 
epidemiology of diseases  and  the ecology of plant 
pests.  Also  study of the  , techniques of p lant 

conditions. 

Bioclimatology: 
selection of 

of t h e  
of zones of 

Environment  and  energy: of 

livestock). Study of 
(sun, wind 
in  plant  and 
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of 

4. 

A. 

400 
the  main  institutions of 

of (at half  time) of 
about 150 schools and 

30 
than of 

of Science 

of scientists by is as 
follows: 

300 scientists  in 
60 in  schools of 

60 
institutes  and  about 30 in schools of 

52 

- 50 in  the  inst i tutes  and 
of schools of 

- 30 scientists  in 
total. 

- 30 
scientists  in  the schools of 

of 
is a continuous flow of advanced 

institutes to 
schools. New in  the 

of s c i e n t i s t s   w i t h i n   t h e  
of of 

vacancy, new 

level of scientific ' taken 
into  account. 

(USA, 

a of 
of science 

Science,  etc.). 

of 
of 

studies. Some move to 
loss is 

B. 

Technicians and 
technicians  employed by. 

and  qualify by long 
Specialized 
employed specific tasks,  totalling  about 1,000 

Specialized level technicians 
few, specialized institutions, 

and occasionally assist  in  the of 

of institutions 

Accountants, 
twice of scientists). 

of them hold a high school diploma. 

5. 

all own 
they may field space  in 

no 

plots. The  same holds 

of this is done by 
l '  
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Equipment   and 

Office, is also 
available,  and is 

also  available. 

even  when  installed, is 
maintain  due to the  lack of technicians  and to the 

is tha t   va luab le  
equipment  is  out of is 
advisable  that  such  equipment  be  installed  in 

could be a few 
cases of expensive  equipment,  bought  especially 
by 
being  used a t  all. 

All institutes  submit to 

development  activities. As a of 
data of 

at 
' meetings sent publication  in  specialized 

of 
The School of 

(Geoponika and Geotechnica) which 

is a tendency of 
be 

for publ icat ion  and  only  those of 

how the 
common 

of field of 

common 
the  auspices of 

is difficult  to  estimate  the  total  amount of 
money 

of 

and  assistants) 

a t  about million  plus 
$2 the  national  investment 

and  equipment. 

of 
Education is Some of 

of 

no is 
no way 

Aid 
(e.g: FAO) 

few 
cases,  Only  the EEC has given  some  aid, which 

to 100,000 ECUs. 

The  management of available  moiey by the  
of ex i s t i ng  

money 
'as 

of delays in 
the  acquisition of 

and 

- Forest research 

management of 

l. 

All is conducted by the following 
public institutions: 

A. Two institutions the of 
to 

- .of Athens  which 
of 

and 
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- of Thessaloniki 
of 

Each  institute  is divided  into 11 divisions which 
deal  with specific as: 

wood technology, 

of 

B. of Forestry  and  Natural 
Environment of the University of Thessa- 
loniki of to 

is divided  into  five 
specific  divisions 

of 

and  management of technical 
wood technology. 

2. National organization of forest research 

of with 
specific They 

people on a basis of 

and  dissemination of 

in 
of 

is a 
special of 

the two institutes  and decisions 
by the 

of 
'budget 

of of 
of 

Technology EEC. 

of 
come 

of or of 
as 

EEC. 
decided by funds 
come 

by 

3. resources 

A. and teachers 

Forest of the of 
Agriculture 

- 

- a 

- two 

- 8 

- 

. _  
a .- 

Total: 46 

All do 
not  belong to  a 

bonus those having  a 
i social  position 

than  that of 
officials. They 

on the  basis of 
way 

officials. 
of of of Thessaloniki,  but 

of 
done i.e. 

USA. to lack of incentives, it  is  difficult  to 
good while quite a few of them 

move  bn 

University of Thessaloniki 

-Full 

2 

- 9 

- 9 

a 
22 

Total: 55 
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55 

All of .a 

of them  have  basic 

has 

4. Other Staff' 

- 26 

- 10 

- 
34 

Total: 70 

of 
colleges  (two  to of 
school), who assist  in field 

of 

as seasonal  staff  and 

to up to 70% on the competence 
of the  individual. 

University of Thessaloniki 

- 

- 

Total: 25 

of high school 

5. and funding resources 

1) a) 

. .  

- 0.7 ha of land  with a building of 3,690 m2 in  
Athens; 

- 33 ha of land  with a building of 3,023 m2 (22 km 
SE of the  city of Thessaloniki). 

b - fields: 

- 220 ha of land of Athens); 

- 61 ha of land of Thessaloniki). 

independent 

They 

2) of bbth 
spacious and well  equipped  to  conduct 
soil and  vegetation  analyses,  photosynthetic 

of 
wood is 

inadequate  and  thus a 
aid. 

All 
a two 

with  English published by 
is 

3) The budget  was as follows : 

- 200 (50% 

- 
buildings. 

These  funds come of 
of Technology 

University of Thessaloniki 

1) 
of a new one is 

Also, it has two of 
3,300 of Thessaly)  and 6,000 h a  
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of of students 

buildings  (especially of about 3,000 
m2. 

2) equiped  to  conduct 

of 
wood 

own annals 
is included. 

3. The  financial  means 
and  they come the 

of of 
Technology and  the EEC. 

6. programs and 

1) of to be 
suggested by 

most of them  have 
touch  with 

by sections of of All 

of 
of of 
the  final  decision is taken by of 

2) 
specific 
and  justification by of 

3) Socio-economic 

gaining knowledge per se. 

means the  themes chosen by the 

basis of of 

6) All scientists 
who 

7) of 

themes 

decided by 

decision and  evaluation is  about  the  same 
as the 

of 
Among scientists, at least six 

and  animal 

- Veterinary research 

by institutions 
of 

School of Thessaloniki. 

1. The 20 i n s t i t u t i o n s  of the of 
the folowing: 

- of 

- of 

- of 
Technology, 

- of Thessaloniki; 

- 

- 
of 

and and: 

of 

The objectives of 
at 

. .. 

options 
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- diagnosis of diseases; 

- food of animal 

- of 

.of 
occupies  staff 10-20% 

of 

The  equipment of the  institutions is 
of the new 

will be completed  with the expansion 
of will 
be  solved. 

The scientific  staff of 
(total: 122) 

is  shown in Table 1. 

2. University of Thessaloniki  Veterinary 
School 

equipped  with 

a t  School of 
of of 

Science. 

- National research programs 
and  results 

1. Orientations 

of 
of of 

Technology  develops 

committees) (by 

is 
of an 

hoc committee, whose 

l 

of 

2. of programs 

of the 
of 

policy 
of 

Specialized 
of the  institutes 

to 
discussion 

committee). 

schools, 

by the  planning  committee. 

3. Type or nature of research 

Since  funds of 

of (socio-economic). 
of scientific 

in such an affinity  exists. 
cases (especially ,in  academic 

a few'  inst i tut ions  (e.g. 

pathological some is devoted  to 

4. External sponsoring of research 

The of of the 
national  budget is 

EEC  funds of 

(FAO, 
is still  insignificant. 

5. Evaluation of results 

is no evaluating  the 
of 

of its 
of 

a is f inished, 
publication  in local is 

~~ ~~ 
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of each institute 

of 
specific 

achievements,  which 

options 
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Table 1: 
Scientific  personnel of veterinary institutions of the of Agriculture 

Speciality 

1 

Entomology 

Epidemiology 

of biological 

of 

Food hygiene technology 

Fish  hygiene technology 

technol. . 

clinical  pathology 

clinical  pathology 

Small livestock  clinical  pathology 

clinical pathology 

Fish clinical  pathology 

clinical pathology 

Zootechnology 

Livestock metabolic diseases 

insem. physiopathology 

pathology 

Cell. genetics histopathology 

isotopes 

Service 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

10 

1 

1 

1 

+ 12 
mos. 

3 

2 

1 

-1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

1 

3 

+ 6  
mos. 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

, -  

3 

1 

- 

. .  

mos. Total 

8 '  

8 

3 

1 

3 

23 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

3 

4 

4 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

- 

options  méditerranéennes 
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