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Agricultural research in 
Lebanon 

Wad HAlDAR l 

Director  General - Ministry Agriculture - Beyrouth 

Lebanon is 
negligible as it 8 to 9% of the 

than 
close  to  600,000 ha play a 

of Of 
Lebanon  can only 

the people's food needs. So Lebanon 
80% of its needs  in  meat,  milk  and cheese. also 

90% of the  wheat  and  annually  pays 150 
million  Lebanese  pounds U )  of 

subsidize the of 

a 
economic  life  only 

when its 
and  quality.  This is possible  only  if  Lebanon 

only a 
can  be at the as a 

of policies of 

a long  time,  Lebanon  has played 
as well as outside of has 

always  been  (and  still is) capable of 

Lebanon a 
Now this  same  Lebanon 

must  have its own its 
own 

which the 
of at 1% of the 

budget of is L511 billion (1985). Of 
is about 

million of 
is 

estimated  at L56  billion (1985) and 1% of this 
would equal L560 million. 

is thus a 
whose than  the  available 

is a selective  system 
that  necessitates choices  to  accomplish this  task. 

we  now choose 
which is  dictated by socio-economic goals 
instead of 

envisaging  the modes of this  applied 
us 

options 
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- 
of Agronomics 

in Lebanon is 

whole 

- 

- 

- zone, 

- 
olives,  etc.), 

- Lebanon. 

All of 
been  occupied  by 

situation is 

has a of good (55 in 
total,  aided by 60 

So we have  to 

within is to 
of a 

for the full  development of 

To achieve  these objectives, the choice of those 

based  on a 
we 

people and, by 
means of 

to  keep  them  as  long  as possible within  the 

conclusion, we is 

we think  that  the 
should be  within capability 

and without too that is to  say,  applied 

Applied 

a does not choose his  subject 
of it 

is both  useful  and 

of 
constitute . 

applied 
close 

socio-economic 
objectives can open up 
of essential biological mechanïsms. a 

should 
allow. 

- priorities 

its 
just  .like its 

beets to bananas). 
have  the  financial  means to envisage a 
of That is why a choice is 

on which  this  choice is 

often the  final  decision  depends 
on  politics. we can  always  envisage 
the following 

- economic of a 

a 

- use of 

give 
which  have the  best  value the people and  the 
Lebanese economy. 
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to scientific aid 

of we have: 

1. 

Lebanon has  about 30,000 ha of 12,000 
ha of .13,000 ha of 

25,000 ha of 35,000 ha 
of 50% of its  apples, 60% of 
its 25% of 

of is 

of 
it is of 

its yield, 

competition is almost  inexistent. 

2. Vegetables 

The of Lebanese  vegetables, a  dozen 
kinds, is about 300,000 20,000 ha.  The 
cultivation of any one of thesevegetables does  not 
have  enough  economic  value  to  justifiy  the 

which 
10,000 30,000 

tons seed  potatoes We believe that 
it is in Lebanon's to be able 

to  

potatoes. 

Wheat and 

Lebanon's annual consumption of wheat is about 
400,000 tons,  but it 50,000 tons,  i.e, 
li8 of the consumption. We 

of on which 
is inadequate 50,000 ha of 
land which is of We 
should  note that Lebanon has by 

25,000 tons of 
Now of 
this it 

we 
and  use it We can 

of 
cult ivat ion  means  and  by  extensive  use of 

food such as beans,  lentils, 

chick peas, 
food in   the  

of this So it to 
ask 

4. 

a) its golden age 
in  Lebanon 1960 to 1975 and 

to its development. 
of eggs 

million  chickens, 1 billion  eggs). 
following 

badly  damaged 
deal  with now happy 
to satisfy only the 

b) ovine 
breeding caprine  breeding 

in this  domain is 
than 125,000 ovines 

350,OO 

these  animals. have  difficulty food 
due to of 

5. 

c) 

We 
is 'of 

All of this kind  could  be in a 

On 

by a 
of these  machines to 

diagnostic  and of 
of seeds,  analysis  (land, foods). 

has. played 
competence in  these  kinds of activities,  which we 

to 
of and  has 

it its The cost of these 
activities by people  who benefit 

8 

CIHEAM - Options Mediterraneennes



- Future of 

obvious be 
to an autonomous office that plays  the 

that allows to 
its mission  with a which 

of 

Such  autonomy  does  not  mean  independency  in 
its 

but a of to decisions  which 
will a weekly meeting of the 

scientific  colleagues and  unit heads. 

of 

of 
of the 

of 
on the 

one on 

continuity. 

to do its job well, should  include  the 
following 

- 

vegetables)  and 15 

- 
(vegetable  pathology,  zoology,  weeds)  and 12 

- 

cultivation  systems)  and 15 

- 

systems of 12 

a 
economics and 

a 

82 

All these  units will be 
office. would thus  consist 
of 16 60  a 

Technicians , 

is 
it has  only 

60 
t o  120 

cost would be: 

60 30,000 = 1,800,000 L technicians 
5 = 400,000 L 

2,200,000 
-_-___-_-_-____ 

To begin, we 
its 

its All of this is 
not  wi th in  the  capabi l i ty  of the  Lebanese 

it is 
to  find 
3.5 million L. 

subsidy would be to about 25 million L. 

l .  With  higher  education (Faculty of 

would 
done by the and  that done by We 
shall  find  ways 
To do this, and  the above  mentioned  faculty 
shall be  on the  same  campus so that  links will de 
efficient 

2. With the American  University 

(26 
52 

100 ha (1/3 is it has a highly-equipped 
food it 

has no links with  Lebanese institutes.  Thus we 
it 

subjects that cannot do. 
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3. With  

The of is to of 

of 
is 

about 10 million L. 

act iv i t ies  in  f ix ing  scient i f ic   pol ic ies  and 
it doing its 

task of and  animation well. 

4 .  With  exteniion 

be 
is why Lebanon 

should  have its own 
that  is 

of extension  agents,  editing of 
documents). 

We 
between 
it would be to say a few about its 

its 

of 
following  advanced 
a of 

be big  help  in  the  achievement of 
this we mean EEC,  FAO, 

etc. 

Conclusion 

its cannot  achieve its 
mission. needs  to be 
that we should establish a 

1. of by 

2. nomination of new chiefs at all levels, 

3. of 

of 

5. of new 

All a budget  which.Lebanon  will  find 
due  to its 

we 
establishment of peace 

of to see of this 
that we hope  to witness 

in the 

\ 
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