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Pig breeding programmes 
in Spain' 

Juan FONT 

Institut de Reserca i Tecnologia  Agro-alimentaries (IRTA) 
Lleida - Generalitat Catalunya - Spain 

The total pig  population  in  Spain has increased 
sharply over the  last 20 years.  This  tendency 
was  particularly  strong in  the  early 197'0~~  when 
large  numbers  of selected pigs were imported 
und  when cooperatives and  strong  integrated 
breeding  und  fattening  herds were established. 

Before  1960,  pig  production  had  little economic 
importance  and  the  most  common breeds were 

local 
Vic,  Chato  Vitoriano, etc.). 

After  this  period,  the  increasing  demand  for 
animal  protein  for  human  consumption resulted 
in the  introduction of foreign  selected  breeds 
(Danish  Landrace,  Yorkshire,  etc.).  These 
breeds  quickly replaced local populations  and 

in  extensive 
production  systems. 

B y  197'5,   new  changes  in  p ig  breeding 
structures  could be observed.  Specialised  meat 
breeds,  such  as  Belgian  and  German  Landrace, 
were introduced ia breeding  units,  followed by 

breeds. 

The  number of pigs  now exceeds  11 million 
head (all  ages),  which  means  that  Spain has the 
largest  pig  population in the after  West 
Germany  and France. 

Al though  pig  meat  consumption  in  Spain 
(about  27kglperslyear)  is  low  compared  with 
other countries,  it has doubled over the 
lust 12 years. A t  present, 16 million carcasses, 
representing more than 1.2 million  tons of meat 

(double  the 197'5 level)  are self  consumed (48% 
of it  afterprocessing). 

- Breeding  programme 

was 

establishment of 

1970s, a of 
of pig  units was 

of 

1973 along  with  the  National 
Association of (Asociac ion 

Selecto). 
Books 

the use of 
new 

At the  end of 1970s, 

and a of 
' 
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- Selection 

Selection is 63 units 
as a by the  National Association 
of 

as a of 

All of be of 
communicable 

to the Association 
of 

sow 
include 
addition, about 60 
with  the  status of 

is not available. 

of sows actually 

is 130,520. The 
is 

is (41%), 
followed by (26%) 
White (22%). 

880 

- Testing facilities 

in Spain 
have  a  capacity of 150,821 places (38% with 

of daily  gain, food 
intake  and  fat  depth). 

used  in  these  units 
must be of 

Scheme, and 
to 

of Association  does 
of these  units 

to 
analyse  and to June 
1986 a new system of 

stations 

- Testing stations 

They testing  stations  in  Spain,  but 
only  one  located a t  

This  station  began  its  activities  in 1984 and is 
of of 

objectives to  obtain, 

of 
to 

quality of to 
optimal  use of 

closely with  the 
Catalan Association of testing 

of 
of 

as t h e  
of Animal  Genetics of 

Until now 600 

22 
a test  

methodology 
stations.  Animals 

food 
fat 

depths 

is detected  using  the 
halothane  test  system (3' a t  30%). 289 males 
tested, 31% 
a 

of blood 
to 

35 a 
a t  95 kg live  weight. 

access to 
(ad l ib i tum 14.6% 

3,150 kcal .   o f  

options 
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An  index  combining 
of is used  to 
estimate  the  quality of 

objectives) and  adapted economic 
weights objective used  to 

"b" coefficients  needed to  class 
the  animals. 

of food 

on a 
mean of 100 points  and a of 
20 points.. 

At  the end of testing,  the  best  animals (50%) 
to 

in  an  auction. 

at 95 
meat  content  and  quality.  This  initial  study, 

will  enable a Combined  Testing  System  to 
begin  in 1987, using  the  facilities of a  new 

All is 
a data  bank  using  specific 

' is useful  to  show  the 
of 

animals  in  the  same  test 
will  be  used as the  basis  to  calculate  new 
indexes. 

V - 

of the 

supply  males  and  females to 

own sows. 

sow is 

the 
USA 

of of 
too 

sows not  homogenous. 

a sample of 10,300 

20% 

of 

is in 
some commonly induces  a 

of 
of 

Since 1978,20 
been by of 

To 

used  to 

and one 

that  has is LW * 
or * 

To date, no 
of this  some 

mances of sows computed 
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